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BOOK  III. 

CHAP.  I. 

The  Run  from  Ne^w  Zealand  to  Botany  Bay, 
on  the  Eaji  Coajl  of  Neiv  Holland,  nonju 
called  New  South  Wales;  various  Incidents 
that  happened  there;  with  fome  Account 
of  the  Country  and  its  Inhabitants, 

Having  failed  from  Cape  Farewell, 
which  lies  in  latitude  40°  33' S.,  lon- 
gitude 186°  W.,  on  Saturday  the  31ft 
of  March  1770,  we  fleered  weftward,  with  a 
frefh  gale  at  N.  N.  E.,  and  at  noon  on  the  2d  of 
April,  our  latitude,  by  obfervation,  was  40®, 
our  longitude  from  Cape  Farewell  2®  31' W. 

In  the  morning  of  the  9th,  being  in  latitude 
38*^  29'  S.  we  faw  a tropic  bird,  which  in  fo 
high  a latitude  is  very  uncommon. 

In  the  morning  of  the  loth,  being  in  latitude 
38"  51'  S.,  longitude  202®  43' W.,  we  found  the 
VoL.  IV.  B variation. 
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«77f).  variation,  by  the  amplitude,  to  be  ii^  25'  E. 
and  by  the  azimuth  11°  20'. 

wednef.ii.  In  the  morning  of  the  nth,  the  variation  was 
13°  48',  which  is  two  degrees  and  an  half  more 
than  the  day  before,  though  I expeded  to  have 
found  it  lefs. 

Friday  13.  In  the  coiitfe  of  the  13th,  being  in  latitude 
39°  23'  S.,  longitude  204°  2'  W.,  I found  the 
variation  to  be  12“  27'E.,  and  in  the  morning  of 
Siturd.  14.  the  14th,  it  was  11°  30';  this  day  we  alfo  faw 
Sunday  15.  fome  flying  fifli.  On  the  15th,  we  faw  an  egg 
bird  and  a gannet,  and  as  thefe  are  birds  that 
never  go  far  from  the  land,  we  continued  to 
found  all  night,  but  had  no  ground  with  130 
Monday  i6.  fathom.  At  noon  on  the  i6th,  we  were  in  lati- 
tude 39^^  45'  S.,  longitude  208 VV.  At  about 
two  o’clock  the  wind  came  about  to  the 
W.  S.  W.  upon  which  we  tacked  and  flood  to 
the  N.  W.  i foon  after,  a fmall  land-bird  perch- 
ed upon  the  rigging,  but  we  had  no  ground 
with  120  fathom.  At  eight  we  wore  and  flood 
to  the  fouthward  till  twelve  at  night,  and  then 
wore  and  flood  to  the  N.  W.  till  four  in  the 
Toefday  17.  moming,  when  we  again  flood  to  the  fouthward, 
having  a frefh  gale  at  W.  S.  W.  with  fqualls 
and  dark  weather  till  nine,  when  the  weather 
became  clear,  and  there  being  little  wind,  we 
had  an  opportunity  to  take  feveral  obfervations 
of  the  fun  and  moon,  the  mean  refult  of  which 
gave  207®  56'  W.  longitude:  our  latitude  at 

noon 


5 


3 


ROUND  THE  WORLD. 

noon  was  39^  36'  S.  We  had  now  a hard  gale 
from  the  fouthward,  and  a great  fea  from  the 
fame  quarter,  which  obliged  us  to  run  under 
our  fore-fail  and  mizen  all  nighr,  during  which 
. we  founded  every  two  hours,  but  had  no  ground 
with  120  fathom. 

In  the  morning  of  the  iSth,  we  faw  two  Port 
Egmont  hens,  and  a pintado  bird,  which  are 
certain  figns  of  approaching  land,  and  indeed 
by  our  reckoning  we  could  not  be  far  from  it, 
for  our  longitude  was  now  one  degree  to  the 
weltward  of  the  eaft  fide  of  Van  Diemen’s  land, 
according  to  the  longitude  laid  down  by  Taf- 
man,  whom  we  could  not  fuppofe  to  have  erred 
much  in  fo  fhort  a run  as  from  this  land  to  New 
Zealand,  and  by  our  latitude  we  could  not  be 
above  fifty  or  fifty-five  leagues  from  the  place 
whence  he  took  his  departure.  All  this  day 
we  had  frequent  fqualls  and  a great  fwell.  At 
one  in  the  morning  we  brought  to  and  founded, 
but  had  no  ground  with  130  fathom;  at  fix  we 
faw  land  extending  from  N.  E.  to  W.  at  the 
diftance  of  five  or  fix  leagues,  having  eighty  fa- 
thom water  with  a fine  fandy  bottom. 

We  continued  ftanding  weftward,  with  the 
wind  at  S.  S.  W.  till  eight,  when  we  made  all 
the  fail  we  could,  and  bore  away  along  the  fhore 
N.  E.  for  the  eaflermoft  land  in  fight,  being  at 
this  time  in  latitude  37°  58'  S.,  and  longitude 
210°  39^  W.  The  fouthermofi;  point  of  land  in 
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1770.  fight,  which  bore  from  us  W.  ^ S.,  I judged  to  lie 
, 1 in  latitude  38°,  longitude  211°  y\  and  gave  it 

Thurfd,  19.  name  of  Point  PIicks,  becaufe  Mr.  Hicks, 
the  firft  lieutenant,  was  the  firft  who  difeovered 
it.  To  the  fouthward  of  this  Point  no  land  was 
to  be  feen,  though  it  was  very  clear  in  that  quar- 
ter, and  by  our  longitude,  compared  with  that  of 
Tafman,  not  as  it  is  laid  down  in  the  printed 
charts,  but  in  the  extradls  from  T afman’s  jour- 
nal, publilhed  by  Rembrantfe,  the  body  of  Van 
Diemen’s  land  ought  to  have  borne  due  fouth 
and  indeed,  from  the  fudden  falling  of  the  fea 
after  the  wind  abated,  I had  reafon  to  think  it 
did ; yet  as  I did  not  fee  it,  and  as  I found  this 
eoaft  trend  N,  E.  and  S.  W.  or  rather  more  to 
the  eaftward,  I cannot  determine  whether  it  joins 
to  Van  Diemen’s  land  or  not. 

At  noon,  we  were  in  latitude  370°  5',  longi- 
tude 210^  29' W.  The  extremes  of  the  land 
extended  from  N.  W.  to  E.  N.  E.  and  a re- 
markable point  bore  N.  20  E.  at  the  diftance  of 
about  four  leagues.  This  point  riles  in  a round 
hillock,  very  much  refembling  the  Ram  Head 
at  the  entrance  of  Plymouth  Sound,  and  there- 
fore I called  it  by  the  fame  name.  The  varia- 
tion by  an  azimuth,  taken  this  morning,  was 
3°  7*  E. ; and  what  we  had  now  feen  of  the 
land,  appeared  low  and  level : the  fea-fhore 
was  a white  fand,  but  the  country  within 
was  green  and  woody.  About  one  o’clock,  we 
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faw  three  water  fpouts  at  once ; two  were  be- 
tween us  and  the  fhore,  and  the  third  at  fome 
diftance,  upon  our  larboard  quarter : this  phse- 
nomenon  is  fo  well  known,  that  it  is  not  necef- 
fary  to  give  a particular  defcription  of  it  here. 

At  fix  o’clock  in  the  evening,  we  Ihortened 
fail,  and  brought  to  for  the  night,  having  fifty- 
fix  fathom  water,  and  a fine  fandy  bottom.  The 
northermoft  land  in  fight  then  bore  N.  by 
E.  4-  E.,  and  a fmall  ifland  lying  clofe  to  a point 
on  the  main  bore  W.  diftant  two  leagues.  This 
point,  which  I called  Cape  Howe,  may  be 
known  by  the  trending  of  the  coafl:,  which  is 
north  on  the  one  fide,  and  fouth-weft  on  the 
other;  it  may  alfo  be  known  by  fome  round 
hills  upon  the  main,  juft  within  it. 

We  brought  to  for  the  night,  and  at  four  in 
the  morning  made  fail  along  fliore  to  the  north- 
ward. At  fix,  the  northermoft  land  in  fight 
bore  N.  N.  W.  and  we  were  at  this  time  about 
four  leagues  from  the  fliore.  At  noon,  we  were 
in  latitude  36®  51'  S.,  longitude  209°  53'  W. 
and  about  three  leagues  diftant  from  the  fliore. 
The  weather  being  clear,  gave  us  a good  view 
of  the  country,  which  has  a very  pleafing  ap- 
pearance ; it  is  of  a moderate  height,  diverfified 
by  hills  and  vallies,  ridges  and  plains,  inter- 
fperfed  with  a few  lawns  of  no  great  extent,  but 
in  general  covered  with  wood  : the  afcent  of  the 
hills  and  ridges  is  gentle,  and  the  fummits  arc 
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not  high.  We  continued  to  fail  along  the  fliore 
to  the  northward,  with  a foutherly  wind,  and  in 
the  afternoon  we  faw  fmoke  in  feveral  places, 
by  which  w-e  knew  the  country  to  be  inhabited. 
At  fix  in  the  evening,  we  fliortened  fail,  and 
founded  : we  found  forty-four  fathom  water, 
with  a clear  fandy  bottom,  and  flood  on  under 
an  eafy  fail  till  twelve,  when  we  brought  to  for 
the  night,  and  had  ninety  fathom  water. 

At  four  in  the  morning,  we  made  fail  again, 
at  the  diflance  of  about  five  leagues  from  the 
land,  and  at  fix,  w'e  were  abreaft  of  a high  moun- 
tain, lying  near  the  fliore,  which  on  account  of 
its  figure,  I called  Mount  Dromedary;  under 
this  mountain  the  fiiore  forms  a point,  to  which 
I gave  the  name  of  Point  Dromedary,  and 
over  it  there  is  a peaked  hillock.  At  this  time, 
being  in  latitude  36®  i8'S.,  longitude  209®  55' 
W.  we  found  the  variation  to  be  42'  E. 

Between  ten  and  eleven,  Mr.  Green  and  I took 
feveral  obfervations  of  the  fun  and  moon,  the 
mean  refult  of  which  gave  209°  17'  longitude 
W.  By  an  obfervation  made  the  day  before, 
our  longitude  was  210^^  9' W.,  from  which  20' 
being  fubtrafled,  there  remains  209®  49',  the 
longitude  of  the  fliip  this  day  at  noon,  the  mean 
of  which,  with  this  day’s  obfervation,  gives 
"^^9^  33"’  by  which  I fix  the  longitude  of  this 
coaft.  At  noon,  our  latitude  was  35°  49'  S., 
Cape  Dromedary  bore  S.  50  W.,  at  the  diflance 
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of  twelve  leagues,  and  an  open  bay,  in  which 
were  three  or  four  frnall  iflands,  bore  N.  W.  by 
W.  at  the  diftance  of  five  or  fix  leagues.  This 
bay  feemed  to  afford  but  little  fl'ielter  from  the 
fea  winds,  and  yet  it  is  the  only  place  where  there 
appeared  a probability  of  finding  anchorage  up- 
on the  whole  coaft.  We  continued  to  fleer 
along  the  fhore  N.  by  E.  and  N.  N.  E.  at  the 
diftance  of  about  three  leagues,  and  faw  fmoke 
in  many  places  near  the  beach.  At  five  in  the 
evening,  we  were  abreaft  of  a point  of  land 
which  rofe  in  a perpendicular  cliff,  and  which, 
for  that  reafon,  I called  Point  Upright.  Our 
latitude  was  35®  35' S.  when  this  point  bore  from 
us  due  weft,  diftant  about  two  leagues : in  this 
fituation,  we  had  about  thirty-one  fathom  water 
with  a fandy  bottom.  At  fix  in  the  evening, 
the  wind  falling,  we  hauled  off  E.  N.  E.  and  at 
this  time  the  northermoft  land  in  fight  bore 
N.  by  E.  4-  E*  -A-t  midnight,  being  in  feventy 
fathom  water,  we  brought  to  till  four  in  the 
morning,  when  we  made  fail  in  for  the  land  •, 
but  at  day-break,  found  our  fituation  nearly  the 
fame  as  it  had  been  at  five  the  evening  before, 
by  which  it  was  apparent  that  we  had  been 
driven  about  three  leagues  to  the  fouthward,  by 
a tide  or  current,  during  the  night.  After  this 
we  fleered  along  the  fhore  N.  N.  E.  with  a 
gentle  breeze  at  S.  W.,  and  were  fo  near  the 
land  as  to  diftinguifh  feveral  of  the  natives  up- 
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on  the  beach,  who  appeared  to  be  of  a black, 
or  very  dark  colour.  At  noon,  our  latitude,  by 
obfervation,  was  35*^  27'  S.  and  longitude  209° 
23' W.  j Cape  Dromedary  bore  S.  28  W.  diftant 
nineteen  leagues,  a remarkable  peaked  hill, 
which  refembled  a fquare  dove-houfe,  with  a 
dome  at  the  top,  and  which  for  that  reafon  I 
called  the  Pigeon  House,  boreN.  32°  30'  W., 
and  a fmall  low  Hand,  which  lay  clofe  under 
the  Ihore,  bore  N.  W.  diftant  about  two  or  three 
leagues.  When  1 firft  difcovered  this  ifland,  in 
the  morning,  I was  in  hopes  from  its  appearance, 
that  I fhould  have  found  flicker  for  the  Ihip  be- 
hind it,  but  when  we  came  near  it,  it  did  not  pro- 
inife  fecLirity  even  for  the  landing  of  a boat : I 
fliould  however  have  attempted  to  fend  a boat 
on  Ihore,  if  the  wind  had  not  veered  to  that 
diredlion,  with  a large  hollow  fea  rolling  in  up- 
on the  land  from  the  S.  E.  which  indeed  had 
been  the  cafe  ever  fince  we  had  been  upon  it. 
The  coaft  ftill  continued  to  be  of  a moderate 
height,  forming  alternately  rocky  points  and 
fandy  beaches*,  but  within,  between  Mount 
Dromedary  and  the  Pigeon  Houfe,  we  faw  high 
mountains,  which,  except  two,  are  covered  with 
wood : thefe  two  lie  inland  behincl  the  Pigeon 
Houfe,  and  are  remarkably  flat  at  the  top,  with 
fteep  rocky  cliffs  all  round  them,  as  far  as  we 
could  fee.  The  trees,  which  almoft  every 
where  clothe  this  country,  appear  to  be  large 
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and  lofty.  This  day  the  variation  was  found  >77o* 
to  be  9“  50'  E.,  and  for  the  two  laft  days,  the 
latitude,  by  obfervation,  was  twelve  or  fourteen 
miles  to  the  fouthward  of  the  fhip’s  account, 
which  could  have  been  the  efFedl  of  nothing  but 
a current  fetting  in  that  diredion.  About  four  in 
the  afternoon,  being  near  five  leagues  from  the 
land,  we  tacked  and  flood  off  S.  E.  and  E,,  and 
the  wind  having  veered  in  the  night,  from  E.  to 
N.  E.  and  N,,  we  tacked  about  four  in  the 
morning,  and  Rood  in,  being  then  about  nine  or 
ten  leagues  from  the  fhore.  At  eight,  the  wind 
began  to  die  away,  and  foon  after  it  was  calm. 

At  noon,  our  latitude,  by  obfervation,  was  33° 

38',  and  our  diflance  from  the  land  about  fix 
leagues.  Cape  Dromedary  bore  S.  37  W. 
diflant  feventeen  leagues,  and  the  Pigeon  Houfe 
N.  40  W.  : in  this  fituation  we  had  74  fathom 
water.  In  the  afternoon,  we  had  variable  light 
airs  and  calms,  till  fix  in  the  evening,  when  a 
breeze  fprung  up  at  N.  by  W. : at  this  time,  be- 
ing about  four  or  five  leagues  from  the  fhore,  we  • 
had  feventy  fathom  water.  The  Pigeon  Houfe 
bore  N.  45  W.  Mount  Dromedary  S.  30  W. 
and  the  northernmoft  land  in  fight  N.  19  E. 

We  Rood  to  the  north-eaR  till  noon  the  next  Tuefday:^, 
day,  with  a gentle  breeze  at  N.  W.,  and  then  we 
tacked  and  Rood  weRward.  At  this  time,  our 
latitude,  by  obfervation,  was  35^  10'  S.,  and  lon- 
gitude zoS*’  51'  W.  A point  of  land  which  I 
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had  difcovered  on  St.  George’s  day,  and  which 
therefore  I called  Cape  George,  bore  W.  dif- 
tant  nineteen  miles,  and  the  Pigeon  Houfe  (the 
latitude  and  longitude  of  which  I found  to  be 
35°  19'  S.  and  209<^  42  W.)  S.  75  W.  In  the 
morning,  we  had  found  the  variation,  by  ampli- 
tude, to  be  7°  £o'  E.  and  by  feveral  azimuths 
7°  54  E.  We  had  a frefii  breeze  at  N.  W. 
Irom  noon  till  three ; it  then  came  to  the  well, 
when  we  tacked  and  flood  to  the  northward. 
At  five  in  the  evening,  being  about  five  or  fix 
leagues  from  the  fliore,  with  the  Pigeon  Houfe 
bearing  W.  S.  W.  diftant  about  nine-leagues, 
we  had  eighty-fix  fathom  water;  and  at  eight, 
having  thunder  and  lightning,  with  heavy 
fqualls,  we  brought  to  in  120  fathom. 

At  three  in  the  morning,  we  made  fail  again 
to  the  northward,  having  the  advantage  of  a 
frefh  gale  at  S.  W.  At  noon,  we  were  about 
three  or  four  leagues  from  the  fhore,  and  in  la- 
titude 34^  22' S.,  longitude  208°  36' W,  In  the 
courfe  of  this  day’s  run  from  the  preceding 
noon,  which  was  forty-five  miles  north-eaft,  we 
faw  fmoke  in  feveral  places  near  the  beach. 
About  two  leagues  to  the  northward  of  Cape 
George,  the  fliore  feemed  to  form  a bay,  which 
promifed  flielter  from  the  north-eaft  winds,  but 
as  the  wind  was  with  us,  it  was  not  in  my  power 
to  look  into  it  without  beating  up,  which  would 
have  coft  me  more  time  than  I was  willing  to 
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fpare.  The  north  point  of  this  bay,  on  account  i7^o* 

of  its  figure,  I named  Long  Nose;  its  latitude  ^ .—i 

is  35°  6",  and  about  eight  leagues  north  of  it 
there  lies  a point,  which,  from  the  colour  of  the 
land  about  it,  I called  Red  Point  : its  latitude 
is  34^’  29',  and  longitude  208°  45' W.  To  the 
north-weft  of  Red  Point,  and  a little  way  inland, 
ftands  a round  hill,  the  top  of  which  looks  like 
the  crown  of  a hat.  In  the  afternoon  of  this 
day,  we  had  a light  breeze  at  N.  N.  W,  till  five 
in  the  evening,  when  it  fell  calm : at  this  time, 
we  were  between  three  and  four  leagues  from 
the  fliore,  and  had  forty-eight  fathom  water:  the 
variation  by  azimuth  was  8°  48'  E.  and  the  ex- 
tremities of  this  land  were  from  N.  E.  by  N.  to 
S.  W.  by  S.  Before  it  was  dark,  we  faw  fmoke 
in  feveral  places  along  the  Ihore,  and  a fire  two 
or  three  times  afterwards.  During  the  night 
we  lay  becalmed,  driving  in  before  the  fea  till 
one  in  the  morning,  when  we  got  a breeze  from  Thurfd.  26, 
the  land,  with  which  we  fleered  N.  E.  being 
then  in  thirty-eight  fathom.  At  noon,  it  veered 
to  N.  E.  by  N.  and  we  were  then  in  latitude 
34°  10' S.,  longitude  208°  27' W.:  the  land 
was  diftant  about  five  leagues,  and  extended 
from  S.  37  W.  to  N.  ^ E.  In  this  latitude, 
there  are  fome  white  cliffs,  which  rife  perpendi- 
cularly from  the  fea  to  a confiderable  height. 

We  flood  off  the  Ihore  till  two  o’clock,  and  then 
tacked  and  ftood  in  till  fix,  when  we  were  with- 
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1770.  in  four  or  five  miles  of  it,  and  atthatdiftance  had 
fathom  water.  The  extremities  of  the  land 
bore  from  S.  28  W.  to  N.  25"  30'  E.  We 
now  tacked  and  flood  off  till  twelve,  then 
Friday  27.  tackcd  and  flood  in  again  till  four  in  the  morn- 
ing, when  we  made  a trip  off  till  day-light ; and 
during  all  this  time  we  loft  ground,  owing  to  the 
variablenefs  of  the  winds.  We  continued  at  the 
diftance  of  between  four  and  five  miles  from  the 
fhore,  till  the  afternoon,  when  we  came  within 
two  miles,  and  I then  hoifted  out  the  pinnace 
and  yawl  to  attempt  a landing,  but  the  pinnace 
proved  to  be  fo  leaky  that  I was  obliged  to  hoift 
her  in  again.  At  this  time  we  faw  feveral  of 
the  natives  walking  brifkly  along  the  fhore, 
four  of  whom  carried  a fmall  canoe  upon  their 
flioulders : we  flattered  ourfelves  that  they  were 
going  to  put  her  into  the  water,  and  come  off  to 
the  fliip,  but  finding  ourfelves  difappointed,  I 
determined  to  go  on  fhore  in  the  yawl,  with  as 
many  as  it  would  carry : I embarked  therefore, 
with  only  Mr.  Banks,  Dr.  Solander,  Tupia,  and 
four  rowers:  we  pulled  for  that  part  of  the 
fhore  where  the  Indians  appeared,  near  which 
four  fmall  canoes  were  lying  at  the  water’s  edge. 
The  Indians  fat  down  upon  the  rocks,  and 
feemed  to  wait  for  our  landing;  but  to  our 
great  regret,  when  we  came  within  about  a 
quarter  of  a mile,  they  ran  away  into  the  woods: 
we  determined  however  to  go  afhore,  and  en- 
deavour 
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deavour  to  procure  an  interview,  but  in  this  we 
were  again  difappointed,  for  we  found  fo  great  a ' — 
furf  beating  upon  every  part  of  the  beach,  that 
landinff  with  our  little  boat  was  altogether  im- 
pradlicable:  we  were  therefore  obliged  to  be 
content  with  gazing  at  fuch  objefls  as  prefented 
themfelves  from  the  water : the  canoes,  upon  a 
near  view,  feemed  very  much  to  refemble  thofe 
of  the  fmaller  fort  at  New  Zealand.  We  ob- 
ferved,  that  among  the  trees  on  fliore,  which 
were  not  very  large,  there  was  no  underwood  ; 
and  could  diftinguilh  that  many  of  them  were  of 
the  palm  kind,  and  fome  of  them  cabbage  trees : 
after  many  a wifhful  look  we  were  obliged  to 
return,  with  our  curiofity  rather  excited  than  fa- 
tisfied,  and  about  five  in  the  evening  got  on 
board  the  Ihip.  About  this  time  it  fell  calm, 
and  our  fituation  was  by  no  means  agreeable : 
we  were  now  not  more  than  a mile  and  a half 
from  the  fhore,  and  within  fome  breakers,  which 
lay  to  the  fouthward  ; but  happily  a light  breeze 
came  off  the  land,  and  carried  us  out  of  danger: 
with  this  breeze  we  Rood  to  the  northward,  and 
at  day-break  we  difcovered  a ' bay,  which  feemed  Saturd.  28. 
to  be  well  Iheltered  from  all  winds,  and  into 
which  therefore  I determined  to  go  with  the 
ihip.  The  pinnace  being  repaired,  I fent  her, 
with  the  mafter,  to  found  the  entrance,  while  I 
kept  turning  up,  having  the  wind  right  out. 

At  noon,  the  mouth  of  the  bay  bore  N.  N.  W. 
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diftant  about  a mile,  and  feeing  a fmoke  on  the 
fhore,  we  direfted  our  glalTes  to  the  fpot,  and 
foon  difcovered  ten  people,  who,  upon  our 
nearer  approach,  left  their  fire,  and  retired  to  a 
little  eminence,  whence  they  could  conveniently 
obferve  our  motions.  Soon  after  two  canoes, 
each  having  two  men  on  board,  came  to  the 
Ihore  juft  under  the  eminence,  and  the  men 
joined  the  reft  on  the  top  of  it.  The  pinnace, 
which  had  been  fent  ahead  to  found,  now  ap- 
proached the  place,  upon  which  all  the  Indians 
retired  farther  up  the  hill,  except  one,  who  hid 
himfelf  among  fome  rocks  near  the  landino-- 
place.  As  the  pinnace  proceeded  along  the 
fhore,  moft  of  the  people  took  the  fame  route, 
and  kept  abreaft  of  her  at  a diftance;  when  flie 
came  back,  the  mafter  told  us,  that  in  a cove  a 
little  within  the  harbour,  fome  of  them  had  come 
down  to  the  beach,  and  invited  him  to  land  by 
many  figns  and  words  of  which  he  knew  not  the 
meaning ; but  that  ail  of  them  were  armed  with 
long  pikes,  and  a wooden  weapon  fhaped  fome- 
what  like  a cimeter.  The  Indians  who  had  not 
followed  the  boar,  feeing  the  Ihip  approach, 
ufed  many  threatening  geftures,  and  brandilhed 
their  weapons  j particularly  two,  who  made  a 
very  fingular  appearance,  for  their  faces  feeined 
to  have  been  dufted  with  a white  powder,  and 
their  bodies  painted  with  broad  ftreaks  of  the 
fame  colour,  which  pafling  obliquely  over  their 
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breads  and  backs,  looked  not  unlike  the  crofs- 
beks  worn  by  our  foldiers  *,  the  fame  kind  of 
ftreaks  were  allb  drawn  round  their  legs  and  thighs 
like  broad  garters : each  of  thefe  men  held  in  his 
hand  the  weapon  that  had  been  defcribed  to  us 
as  like  a cimeter,  which  appeared  to  be  about 
two  feet  and  a half  long,  and  they  feemedto  talk 
to  each  other  with  great  earneftnefs. 

We  continued  to  Hand  into  the  bay,  and  early 
in  the  afternoon  anchored  under  the  fouth 
fhore,  about  two  miles  within  the  entrance,  in 
fix  fathom  water,  the  fouth  point  bearing  S.  E. 
and  the  north  point  Eaft.  As  we  came  in  we 
faw,  on  both  points  of  the  bay,  a few  huts,  and 
feveral  of  the  natives,  men,  women,  and  chil- 
dren. Under  the  fouth  head  we  faw  four  fmall 
canoes,  with  each  one  man  on  board,  v/ho  were 
very  bufily  employed  inftriking  fifh  with  a long 
pike  or  fpear  : they  ventured  almoft  into  the  furf, 
and  were  fo  intent  upon  what  they  were  doing, 
that  although  the  {hip  paffed  within  a quarter  of 
a mile  of  them,  they  fcarcely  turned  their  eyes 
toward  her ; pofllbly  being  deafened  by  the 
furf,  and  their  attention  wholly  fixed  upon  their 
bufinefs  or  fport,  they  neither  faw  nor  heard  her 
go  paft  them. 

The  place  where  the  fhip  had  anchored  was 
abreaft  of  a fmall  village,  confifting  of  about  fix 
or  eight  houfes  •,  and  while  we  were  preparing 
to  hoift  out  the  boat,  we  faw  an  old  woman, 
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followed  by  three  children,  come  out  of  the 
wood  i fhe  was  loaded  with  fire- wood,  and  each 
of  the  children  had  alfo  its  little  burden:  when 
file  came  to  the  houfes,  three  more  children, 
younger  than  the  others,  came  out  to  meet  her : 
file  often  looked  at  the  fhip,  but  expreffed  nei- 
ther fear  nor  furprife  : in  a fhort  time  fhe  kindled 
a fire,  and  the  four  canoes  came  in  from  filhino-. 

O 

The  men  landed,  and  having  hauled  up  their' 
boats,  began  to  drefs  their  dinner,  to  all  appear- 
ance wholly  unconcerned  about  us,  though  we 
were  within  half  a mile  of  them.  We  thought 
it  remarkable  that  all  of  the  people  we  had  yet 
feen,  not  one  had  the  leaft  appearance  of  cloth- 
ing, the  old  woman  herfelf  being  deflitute  even 
of  a fig-leaf. 

After  dinner  the  boats  were  manned,  and  we 
fet  out  from  the  fhip,  having  Tupia  of  our  party* 
We  intended  to  land  where  we  faw  the  people,  and 
began  to  hope  that  as  they  had  lb  little  regarded 
the  fhip’s  coming  into  the  bay,  they  would  as 
little  regard  our  coming  on  fhore:  in  this,  how- 
ever, we  were  difappointed ; for  as  foon  as  we 
approached  the  rocks,  two  of  the  men  came 
down  upon  them  to  difpute  our  landing,  and 
the  reft  ran  away.  Each  of  the  two  champions 
was  armed  with  a lance  about  ten  feet  long, 
and  a fhort  flick  which  he  feemed  to  handle  as 
if  it  was  a machine  to  affifl  him  in  managing 
or  throwing  the  lance : they  called  to  us  in  a 
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very  loud  tone,  and  in  a harfh  dilTonant  lan- 
guage, of  which  neither  v/e  nor  Tupia  under- 
llood  a fingle  word  : they  brandiflicd  their  wea- 
pons, and  feemed  refolved  to  defend  their  coaft 
to  the  Littermon:,  though  they  weie  but  two,  and 
we  were  forty.  1 could  not  but  adnfrre  their 
courage,  and  being  very  unwilling  that  hoftilities 
iliould  commence  with  luch  inequality  of  force 
between  us,  I ordered  the  boat  to  lie  upon  her 
oars:  we  then  parlied  by  figns  for  about  a quar- 
ter of  an  hour,  and  to  befpeak  their  good-will, 
I threw  them  nails,  beads,  and  other  trifles, 
which  they  took  up  and  feemed  to  be  well 
pleafed  with.  I then  made  figns  that  I wanted 
water,  and,  by  all  the  means  that  I could  devife, 
endeavoured  to  convince  them  that  we  would 
do  them  no  harm  : they  no\v  waved  to  us,  and  I 
was  willing  to  interpret  it  as  an  invitation*,  but 
upon  our  putting  the  boat  in,  they  came  again  to 
oppofe  us.  One  appeared  to  be  a youth  about 
nineteen  or  twenty,  and  the  other  a man  of 
middle  age:  as  1 had  now  no  other  refource  I 
fired  a mufquet  between  them.  Upon  the  re- 
port, the  youngefl:  dropped  a bundle  of  lances 
upon  the  rock,  but  recollecting  himfelf  in  an 
inftant  he  fnatched  them  up  again  with  great 
hafte;  a ftone  was  then  thrown  at  us,  upon 
which  I ordered  a mufquet  to  be  fired  with  fmall 
fhot,  which  ftruck  the  eldefl:  upon  the  legs,  and 
he  immediately  ran  to  one  of  the  houfes,  which 
VoL.  IV.  C was 
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was  diftant  about  an  hundred  yards;  I now 
hoped  that  our  conteft  was  over,  and  we  imme- 
diately landed  ; but  we  had  fcarcely  left  the 
boat  when  he  returned,  and  we  then  perceived 
that  he  had  left  the  rock  only  to  fetch  a fhield 
or  target  for  his  defence.  As  foon  as  he  came 
up,  he  threw  a lance  at  us,  and  his  comrade 
another;  they  fell  where  we  flood  thickeft,  but 
happily  hurt  nobody.  A third  mufquet  with 
fmall  fhot  was  then  fired  at  them,  upon  which 
one  of  them  threw  another  lance,  and  both  im- 
mediately ran  away:  if  we  had  purfued,  we 
might  probably  have  taken  one  of  them ; but  Mr. 
Banks  fuggefling  that  the  lances  might  be  poi- 
foned,  I thought  it  not  prudent  to  venture  into 
the  woods.  We  repaired  immediately  to  the 
huts,  in  one  of  which  we  found  the  children, 
who  had  hidden  themfelves  behind  a fhield  and 
fome  bark;  we  peeped  at  them,  but  left  them  in 
their  retreat,  without  their  knowing  that  they 
had  been  difcovered,  and  we  threw  into  the 
houfe  when  we  went  away  fome  beads,  ribbons, 
pieces  of  cloth,  and  other  prefents,  which  we 
hoped  would  procure  us  the  good-will  of  the  in- 
habitants when  they  fhould  return;  but  the 
lances  which  we  found  lying  about,  we  took 
away  with  us,  to  the  number  of  about  fifty  : 
they  were  from  fix  to  fifteen  feet  long,  and  all  of 
them  had  four  prongs  in  the  manner  of  a fifh- 
gig,  each  of  which  was  pointed  with  fifh-bbne, 

and 
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and  very  fliarp:  we  obferved  that  they  were  i77°* 
fmeared  with  a vifcous  fubftance  of  a green  co- 
lour,  which  favoured  the  opinion  of* their  being  Samd.  a3. 
poifoned,  though  v/e  afterwards  difcovered  that 
it  was  a miftake  : they  appeared,  by  the  fea- 
weed  that  we  found  flicking  to  them,  to  have 
been  ufed  in  ftriking  fifh.  Upon  examining  the 
canoes  that  lay  upon  the  beach,  we  found  them 
to  be  the  worfl  we  had  ever  feen : they  were  be* 
tween  twelve  and  fourteen  feet  long,  and  made 
of  the  bark  of  a tree  in  one  piece,  which  was 
drawn  together  and  tied  up  at  each  end,  the 
middle  being  kept  open  by  flicks  which  were 
placed  acrofs  them  from  gunwale  to  gunwale  as 
thwarts.  We  then  fearched  for  frefh  water,  but 
found  none,  except  in  a fmall  hole  which  had 
been  dug  in  thefand. 

Having  reimbarked  in  our  boat,  w*e  depofited 
our  lances  on  board  the  fhip,  and  then  went 
over  to  the  north  point  of  the  bay,  where  we 
had  feen  feveral  of  the  inhabitants  when  we  were 
entering  it,  but  which  we  now  found  totally  de* 
ferted,  Here  however  we  found  frefh  water, 
which  trickled  down  from  the  top  of  the  rocks, 
and  flood  in  pools  among  the  hollows  at  the 
bottom*,  but  it  was  fituated  fo  as  not  to  be  pro- 
cured for  our  ufe  without  difficulty. 

In  the  morning,  therefore,  I lent  a party  of 
men  to  that  part  of  the  fhore  where  we  firfl 
landed,  with  orders  to  dig  holes  in  the  fand 
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where  the  water  might  gather;  but  going  aftiore 
myfelf  with  the  gentlemen  foon  afterwards,  we 
found,  upon  a more  diligent  fearch,  a fmall 
ftream,  more  than  fufficient  for  our  purpofe. 

Upon  vifiting  the  hut  where  we  had  feen  the 
children,  we  were  greatly  mortified  to  find  that 
the  beads  and  ribbons  which  we  had  left  there 
the  night  before,  had  not  been  moved  from 
their  places,  and  that  not  an  Indian  was  to  be 
feen. 

Having  fent  fome  empty  water-cafivs  on  fliore, 
and  left  a party  of  men  to  cut  wood,  I went 
myfelf  in  the  pinnace  to  found,  and  examine  the 
bay ; during  my  excurfion  I faw  feveral  of  the 
natives,  but  they  all  fled  at  my  approach.  In 
one  of  the  places  where  I landed,  I found  feveral 
fmall  fires,  and  frefh  muflels  broiling  upon 
them;  here  alfo  I found  fome  of  the  largefl: 
oyfter-fhells  I had  ever  feen. 

As  foon  as  the  wooders  and  waterers  came  on 
board  to  dinner,  ten  or  twelve  of  the  natives 
came  down  to  the  place,  and  looked  with  great 
attention  and  curiofity  at  the  calks,  but  did  not 
touch  them : they  took  away  however  the  canoes 
w'hich  lay  near  the  landing-place,  and  again  dif- 
appeared.  In  the  afternoon,  when  our  people 
were  again  afliore,  fixteen  or  eighteen  Indians, 
all  armed,  came  boldly  within  about  an  hundred 
yards  of  them,  and  then  flopped : two  of  them  ad- 
vanced fomewhat  nearer;  and  Mr.  Hicks,  who 
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commanded  the  party  on  fliore,  with  another, 
advanced  to  meet  them,  holding  out  prefents  to  c. — y— 
them  as  he  approached,  and  expreffing  kindnefs 
and  amity  by  every  fign  he  could  think  of,  but 
all  without  effedl ; for  before  he  could  get  up 
with  them  they  retired,  and  it  would  have  an- 
fwered  no  purpofe  to  purfue.  In  the  even- 
ing, I went  with  Mr.  Banks  and  Dr.  Solander 
to  a fandy  cove  on  the  north  fide  of  the  bay, 
where,  in  three  or  four  hauls  with  the  fcine, 
we  took  above  three  hundred  weight  of  filh, 
which  was  equally  divided  among  the  Ihip’s 
company. 

The  next  morning,  before  day-break,  the  In-  Monday  30. 
dians  came  down  to  the  houfes  that  were  abrealt 
of  the  fhip,  and  were  heard  frequently  to  fhout 
very  loud.  As  foon  as  it  was  light,  they  were 
feen  walking  along  the  beach;  and  foon  after 
they  retired  to  the  woods,  where,  at  the  diftance 
of  about  a mile  from  the  fliore,  they  kindled  fe- 
veral  fires. 

Our  people  went  afliore  as  ufual,  and  with 
them  Mr.  Banks  and  Dr.  Solander,  who,  in 
fearch  of  plants,  repaired  to  the  woods.  Our 
men,  who  were  employed  in  cutting  grafs,  be- 
ing the  fartheft  removed  from  the  main  body  of 
the  people,  a company  of  fourteen  or  fifteen  In- 
dians advanced  towards  them,  having  flicks  in 
their  hands,  which,  according  to  the  report  of 
the  ferjeant  of  the  marines,  flione  like  a muf- 
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quet.  The  grafs-cuiters,  upon  feeing  them  ap- 
proach, drew  together,  and  repaired  to  the  main 
body.  1 he  Indians,  being  encouraged  by  this 
appearance  of  a flight,  purfued  them  ; they  flop- 
ped however  when  they  were  within  about  a fur- 
longof  them,  and  after  fhou ting  feveral  times  went 
back  into  the  woods.  In  the  evening  they  came 
again  in  the  fame  manner,  flopped  at  the  fame 
diftance,  fhouted  and  retired.  I followed  them 
myfelf,  alone  and  unarmed,  for  a confiderable 
way  along  the  fliore,  but  I could  not  prevail 
upon  them  to  flop. 

This  day  Mr.  Green  look  the  fun’s  meridian 
altitude  a little  within  the  fouth  entrance  of  the 
bay,  which  gave  the  latitude  34°  S.,  the  varia- 
tion of  the  needle  was  n ® 3'  E. 

Early  the  next  morning,  the  body  of  Forby 
Sutherland,  one  of  our  feamen,  who  died  the 
evening  before,  was  buried  near  the  watering- 
place  ; and  from  this  incident  I called  the  fouth 
point  of  this  bay  Sutherland  Point.  This 
day  we  refolved  to  make  an  excurfion  into  the 
country.  Mr.  Banks,  Dr.  Solander,  myfelf, 
and  feven  others,  properly  accoutred  for  the  ex- 
pedition, fet  out,  and  repaired  firfl  to  the  huts, 
near  the  watering-place,  whither  fome  of  the  na- 
tives continued  every  day  to  refort ; and  though 
the  little  prefents  which  we  had  left  there  before 
had  not  yet  been  taken  away,  we  left  others  of 
fo.mewhat  more  value,  confifling  of  cloth,  look- 
ing- 
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ing-glafTes,  combs,  and  beads,  and  then  went  up 
into  the  country.  We  found  the  foil  to  be 
either  fwamp  or  light  fand,  and  the  face  of  the 
country  finely  diverfified  by  wood  and  lawn. 
The  trees  are  tall,  firaight,  and  without  under- 
wood, Handing  at  fuch  a diftance  from  each 
other,  that  the  whole  country,  at  leafi;  where  the 
fwamps  do  not  render  it  incapable  of  cultivation, 
might  be  cultivated  without  cutting  down  one 
of  them : between  the  trees  the  ground  is  co- 
vered with  grafs,  of  which  there  is  great  abun- 
dance, growing  in  tufts  about  as  big  as  can  well 
be  grafped  in  the  hand,  which  Hand  very  clofe  to 
each  other.  We  faw  many  houfes  of  the  inha- 
bitants, and  places  where  they  had  flept  upon 
the  grafs  without  any  flielter;  but  we  fa\y  only 
one  of  the  people,  who  the  moment  he  dif- 
covered  us  ran  away.  At  all  thefe  places  we 
left  prefents,  hoping  that  at  length  they  might 
produce  confidence  and  good-will.  We  had 
a tranfient  and  imperfect  view  of  a quadruped 
about  as  big  as  a rabbit;  Mr.  Banks’s  grey- 
hound, which  was  with  us,  got  fight  of  it,  and 
would  probably  have  caught  it,  but  the  moment 
he  fet  off  he  lamed  himfelf,  againfl:  a flump 
which  lay  concealed  in  the  long  grafs.  We 
afterwards  faw  the  dung  of  an  animal  which  fed 
upon  grafs,  and  which  we  judged  could  not  be 
lefs  than  a deer;  and  the  footfteps  of  another, 
which  was  clawed  like  a dog,  and  feemed  to  be 
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about  as  big  as  a wolf;  we  alfo  tracked  a fmall 
animal,  whofe  foot  refembled  that  of  a polcat 
or  weafel.  The  trees  over  our  head  abounded 
with  birds  of  various  kinds,  among  which  were 
many  of  exquifite  beauty,  particularly  loriquets 
and  cockatoos,  which  flew  in  flocks  of  feveral 
fcores  together.  We  found  fome  wood  which 
had  been  felled  by  the  natives  with  a blunt  in- 
flrument,  and  fome  that  had  been  barked. 
The  trees  were  not  of  many  fpecies;  among 
others  there  was  a large  one  which  yielded  a 
gum  not  unlike  the  Sanguis  draconis  \ and  in 
fome  of  them  fteps  had  been  cut  at  about  three 
feet  diftance  from  each  other,  for  the  conve- 
nience of  climbing  them. 

From  this  excurfion  we  returned  between 
three  and  four  o’clock,  and  having  dined  on 
board,  we  went  afhore  again  at  the  watering- 
place,  where  a party  of  men  were  filling  cafks. 
Mr.  Gore,  the  fecond  lieutenant,  had  been  fent 
out  in  the  morning  with  a boat  to  dredge  for 
oyflers  at  the  head  of  the  bay ; when  he  had 
performed  this  fervice,  he  went  afhore,  and 
having  taken  a midfhipman  with  him,  and  fent 
the  boat  away,  fet  out  to  join  the  waterers  by 
land.  In  his  way  he  fell  in  with  a body  of  two 
and  twenty  Indians,  who'  followed  him,  and 
were  often  not  more  than  twenty  yards  diftant ; 
when  Mr.  Gore  perceived  them  fo  near,  he 
flopped,  and  faced  about,  upon  which  they 
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flopped  alfo',  and  when  he  went  on  again,  con-' 
tinned  their  purfuit : they  did  not  however  at- 
tack him,  though  they  were  all  armed  with 
lances,  and  h'^  and  the  midfhipman  got  in  fafety 
to  the  watering-place.  The  Indians,  who  had 
flackened  their  purfuit  when  they  came  in  fight 
of  the  main  body  of  our  people,  halted  at  about 
the  diftance  of  a quarter  of  a mile,  where  they 
flood  dill.  Mr.  Mpnkhoufe  and  two  or  three  of 
the  waterers  took  it  into  their  head  to  march  up 
to  them  j but  feeing  the  Indians  keep  their 
ground  till  they  came  pretty  near  them,  they 
were  feized'with  a fudden  fear  very  common  to 
the  rafh  and  fool-hardy,  and  madea  hafly  retreat: 
this  flep,  which  infured  the  danger  that  it  was 
taken  to  avoid,  encouraged  the  Indians,  and  four 
of  them  running  forward  difcharged  their  lances 
at  the  fugitives,  with  fuch  force,  that  flying  no 
lefs  than  forty  yards,  they  went  beyond  them. 
As  the  Indians  did  not  purfue,  our  people,  reco- 
vering their  fpirits,  flopped  to  colled  the  lances 
when  they  came  up  to  the  place  where  they  lay  j 
upon  which  the  Indians,  in  their  turn,  began  to 
retire.  Jufl  at  this  time  I came  up,  with  Mr. 
Banks,  Dr.  Solander,  and  Tupia;  and  being 
defirous  to  convince  the  Indians  that  we  were 
neither  afraid  of  them,  nor  intended  them  any 
mifchief,  we  advanced  towards  them,  making 
figns  of  expoflulation  and  entreaty,  but  they 
could  not  be  perfuaded  to  wait  till  we  could 
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1770.  come  up.  Mr.  Gore  told  us,  that  he  had  feen 
» fome  of  them  up  the  bay,  who  had  invited  him 
Tuefday  1.  comc  OR  fliore,  which  he,  certainly 

with  great  prudence,  declined. 

Wednef.2.  The  moming  of  the- next  day  was  fo  rainy, 
that  we  were  all  glad  to  ftay  on  board.  In  the 
afternoon,  however,  it  cleared  up,  and  we  made 
another  excurfion  along  the  fea-coaft  to  the 
fouthward : we  went  afliore,  and  Mr.  Banks 
and  Dr.  Solander  gathered  many  plants  *,  but 
befides  thefe  we  faw  nothing  worthy  of  notice. 
At  our  firft  entering  the  woods,  we  met  with 
three  of  the  natives,  who  inflantly  ran  away: 
more  of  them  were  feen  by  fome  of  the  people, 
but  they  all  difappeared,  with  great  precipitation, 
as  foon  as  they  found  that  they  were  difcovered. 
By  the  boldnefs  of  thefe  people  at  our  firft  land- 
ing, and  the  terror  that  feized  them  at  the  fight 
of  us  afterwards,  it  appears  that  they  were  fuf- 
ficiently  intimidated  by  our  fire-arms : not  that 
we  had  any  reafon  to  think  the  people  much  hurt 
by  the  fmall-fhot  which  we  were  obliged  to  fire 
at  them,  when  they  attacked  us  at  our  coming 
out  of  the  boat;  but  they  had  probably  feen  the 
effefts  of  them,  from  their  lurking-places,  upon 
the  birds  that  we  had  fhot.  Tupia,  who  was 
now  become  a good  markfman,  frequently 
ftrayed  from  us  to  Ihoot  parrots  *,  and  he  had 
told  us,  that  while  he  was  thus  employed,  he 
had  once  met  with  nine  Indians,  who,  as  foon 
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as  they  perceived  he  faw  them,  ran  from  him,  in 
oreat  confufion  and  terror. 

The  next  day,  twelve  canoes,  in  each  of 
which  was  a fingle  Indian,  came  towards  the 
watering-place,  and  were  within  half  a mile  of  it 
a confiderable  time:  they  were  employed  in 
ftriking  ffh,  upon  which,  like  others  that  we 
had  feen  before,  they  were  fo  intent  that  they 
feemed  to  regard  nothing  elfe.  It  happened, 
however,  that  a party  of  our  people  were  out  a 
Ihooting  near  the  place,  and  one  of  the  men, 
whofe  curiofity  might  at  length  perhaps  be 
roufed  by  the  report  of  the  fowling-pieces,  was 
obferved  by  Mr.  Banks  to  haul  up  his  canoe  up- 
on the  beach,  and  go  towards  the  fhooting- 
party : in  fomething  more  than  a quarter  of  an 
hour  he  returned,  launched  his  canoe,  and  went 
off  in  her  to  his  companions.  This  incident 
makes  it  probable  that  the  natives  acquired  a 
knowledge  of  the  deftrudtive  power  of  our  fire- 
arms, when  we  knew  nothing  of  the -matter  j for 
this  man  was  not  feen  by  any  of  the  party  whofe 
operations  he  had  reconnoitred. 

While  Mr.  Banks  was  gathering  plants  near 
the  watering-place,  I went  with  Dr.  Solander 
and  Mr.  Monkhoufe  to  the  head  of  the  bay, 
that  1 might  examine  that  part  of  the  country, 
and  make  farther  attempts  to  form  fome  con- 
nexion with  the  natives.  In  our  way  we  met 
with  eleven  or  twelve  fmall  canoes,  with  each  a 
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1770-  man  in  it,  probably  the  fame  that  were  after- 
I — X-J  wards  abreaft  of  the  fhore,  who  all  made  into 
Thurfd.  3.  approach.  We  met  other 

^ Indians  on  fhore  the  firft  time  we  landed,  who 
inftantly  took  to  their  canoes,  and  paddled 
away.  We  went  up  the  country  to  fome  dif- 
tance,  and  found  the  face  of  it  nearly  the  fame 
with  that  which  has  been  defcribed  already,  but 
the  foil  was  much  richer ; for  inftead  of  fand,  I 
found  a deep  black  mould,  which  I thought 
very  fit  for  the  produdion  of  grain  of  any  kind. 
In  the  woods  we  found  a tree  which  bore  fruit 
that  in  colour  and  fhape  refembled  a cherry  j 
the  juice  had  an  agreeable  tartnefs,  though  but 
little  flavour.  We  found  alfo  interfperfed  fome 
of  the  fineft  meadows  in  the  world:  fome  places 
however  were  rocky,  but  thefe  were  compara- 
^ tively  few:  the  ftone  is  fandy,  and  might  be 
ufed  with  advantage  for  building.  When  we 
returned  to  the  boat,  we  faw  fome  fmoke  upon 
another  part  of  the  coaft,  and  went  thither  in 
hopes  of  meeting  with-<he  people,  but  at  our 
approach,  thefe  alfo  ran  away.  We  found  fix 
fmall  canoes,  and  fix  fires  very  near  the  beach, 
with  fome  muflels  roafting  upon  them,  and  a 
few  oyfters  lying  near:  by  this  we  judged  that 
there  had  been  one  man  in  each  canoe,  who 
having  picked  up  fome  fliell  filh  had  come 
alhore  to  eat  it,  and  made  his  feparate  fire  for 
that  purpofe:  we  tafted  of  their  cheer,  and  left 
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them  in  return  fome  ftrings  of  beads,  and  other  ^^7°- 

things  which  we  thought  would  pleafe  them.'  j — » 

At  the  foot  of  a tree  in  this  place  we  found  a 3* 

fmall  well  of  frelh  water,  fupplied  by  a fpring ; 
and  the  day  being  now  far  fpent,  we  returned  to 
the  fhip.  in  the  evening,  Mr.  Banks  made  a 
little  excurfion  with  his  gun,  and  found  fuch  a 
number  of  quails,  refembling  thofe  in  England, 
that  he  might  have  Ihot  as  many  as  he  pleafed; 
but  his  objedt  was  variety  and  not  number. 

The  next  morning,  as  the  wind  would  not  per-  Friday 4. 
mit  me  to  fail,  I fent  out  feveral  parties  into  the 
country  to  try  again  whether  fome  interconrfe 
could  not  be  eftablilhed  with  the  natives.  A 
midlhipman  who  belonged  to  one  of  thefe  par- 
ties having  flraggled  a long  way  from  his  com- 
panions, met  with  a very  old  man  and  woman, 
and  fome  little  children  5 they  were  fitting  under  a 
tree  by  the  water-fide,  and  neither  party  faw  the 
other  till  they  were  clofe  together  : the  Indians 
fhowed  figns  of  fear,  but  did  not  attempt  to  run 
away.  The  man  happened  to  have  nothing  to 
give  them  but  a parrot  that  he  had  fhot;  this  he 
offered,  but  they  refufed  to  accept  it,  withdraw- 
ing themfelves  from  his  hand  either  through  fear 
or  averfiion.  His  ftay  with  them  was  but  fhort, 
for  he  faw  feveral  canoes  near  the  beach  fifhing, 
and  being  alone,  he  feared  they  might  come 
afhore  and  attack  him:  he  faid,  that  thefe  people 
were  very  dark  coloured,  but  not  black ; that 
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the  man  and  woman  appeared  to  be  very  old, 
being  both  grey-headed  ; that  the  hair  of  the 
man’s  head  was  bufhy,  and  his  beard  long  and 
rough  i that  the  woman’s  hair  was  cropped 
fhort,  and  both  of  them  wereftark  naked.  Mr. 
Monkhoufe  the  furgeon,  and  one  of  the  men, 
who  were  with  another  party  near  the  watering- 
place,  alfo  ftrayed  from  their  companions,  and 
as  they  were  coming  out  of  a thicket  obferved 
fix  Indians  (landing  together,  at  the  diftance  of 
about  fifty  yards.  One  of  them  pronounced  a 
word  very  loud,  which  was  fnppofed  to  be  a fig- 
nal,  for  a lance  was  immediately  thrown  at  him 
out  of  the  wood,  which  very  narrowly  milTed 
him.  When  the  Indians  law  that  the  weapon 
had  not  taken  e(fe£t,  they  ran  away  with  the 
greateft  precipitation  ; but  on  turning  about 
towards  the  place  whence  the  lance  had  been 
thrown,  he  faw  a young  Indian,  whom  he  judged 
to  be  about  nineteen  or  twenty  years  old,  come 
down  from  a tree,  and  he  alfo  ran  away  with 
fuch  fpeed  as  made  it  hopelefs  to  follow  him. 
Mr.  Monkhoufe  was  of  opinion  that  he  had 
been  watched  by  thefe  Indians  in  his  palTage 
through  the  thicket,  and  that  the  youth  had 
been  ftationed  in  the  tree,  to  difcharge  the  lance 
at  him,  upon  a fignal  as  he  lliould  come  by ; 
but  however  this  be,  there  could  be  no  doubt 
but  that  he  was  the  perfon  who  threw  the 
lance. 
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In  the  afternoon,  I went  myfelf  with  a party  i^7°* 

over  to  the  north  fliore,  and  while  fome  of  our  ( — 

people  were  hauling  the  feine,  we  made  an  ex- 
curfion  a few  miles  into  the  country,  proceed- 
ino-  afterwards  in  the  diredlion  of  the  coaft. 

*o 

We  found  this  place  without  wood,  and  fome- 
what  refembling  our  moors  in  England;  the 
furface  of  the  ground,  however,  was  covered 
with  a thin  brufli  of  plants,  about  as  high  as 
the  knees  : the  hills  near  the  coaft  are  low,  but 
others  rife  behind  them,  incrcafmg  by  a gradual 
afeent  to  a cpnfiderable  diftance,  with  marfties 
and  morafles  between.  When  we  returned  to 
the  boat,  we  found  that  our  people  had  caught  ' 
with  the  feine  a great  number  of  fmall  fifti, 
which  are  v/ell  known  in  the  Weft-Indies, 
and  which  our  failors  call  Leather  jackets,  be- 
caufe  their  flein  is  remarkably  thick.  I had 
fent  the  fecond  lieutenant  out  in  the  yawl  a 
ftriking,  and  when  we  got  back  to  the  fliip,  we 
found  that  he  alfo  had  been  very  fucpfsful.  He 
had  obferved  that  the  large  fting-rays,  of  which 
there  is  great  plenty  in  the  bay,  followed  the 
flowing  tide  into  very  fliallow  water;  he  there- 
fore took  the  opportunity  of  flood,  and  ftruck 
feveral  in  not  more  than  two  or  three  feet  water: 
one  of  them  weighed  no  lefs  than  two  hundred 
and  forty  pounds  after  his  entrails  were  taken 
out. 

The  next  morning,  as  the  wind  ft  ill  comi-  SaturJa^ 
nued  northerly,  I fent  out  the  yawl  again,  and 
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the  people  flruck  one  ftill  larger,  for  when  his 
entrails  were  taken  out  he  weighed  three  hun- 
dred and  thirty-fix  pounds. 

The  great  quantity  of  plants  which  Mr.  Banks 
and  Dr.  Solander  colle6led  in  this  place  induced 
me  to  give  it  the  name  of  Botany  Bay.  It  is 
fituated  in  the  latitude  of  34*^  S.,  longitude 
208®  37' W.  It  is  capacious,  fafe,  and  conve- 
nient, and  may  be  known  by  the  land  on  the 
fea-coaft,  which  is  nearly  level,  and  of  a mode- 
rate height;  in  general  higher  than  it  is  farther 
inland,  with  fteep  rocky  cliffs  next  the  fea, 
which  have  ,the  appearance  of  a long  ifland  lying 
clofe  under  the  fhore.  The  harbour  lies  about 
the  middle  of  this  land,  and  in  approaching  it 
from  the  fouthward,  is  difcovered  before  the 
fhip  comes  abreafl  of  it;  but  from  the  north- 
ward it  is  not  difcovered  fo  foon : the  entrance 
is  a little  more  than  a quarter  of  a mile  broad, 
and  lies  in  W.  N.  W.  To  fail  into  it  the 
fouthern  fhore  Ihould  be  kept  on  board,  till  the 
fhip  is  within  a fmall  bare  ifland,  which  lies  clofe 
under  the  north  fhore;  within  this  ifland  the 
deepefl  water  on  that  fide  is  feven  fathom,  (hal- 
lowing to  five  a good  way  up.  At  a confider- 
able  diftance  from  the  fouth  fhore  there  is  a fhoal, 
reaching  from  the  inner  fouth  point  quite  to  the 
head  of  the  harbour;  but  over  towards  the 
north  and  north-wefl  fhore  there  is  a channel  of 
twelve  or  fourteen  feet  at  low  water,  for  three  ^ 
or  four  leagues,  up  to  a place  where  there  is 
5 three 
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three  or  four  fathom,  but  here  I found  very  ^7^^ 
little  frelh  water.  We  anchored  near  the 
fouth  fliore,  about  a mile  within  the  entrance, 
for  the  convenience  of  failing  with  a foutherly 
wind,  and  becaufe  I thought  it  the  beft  fitua^ 
tion  for  watering;  but  I afterwards  found  a 
very  fine  ftream  on  the  north  fliore,  in  the  firft 
fandy  cove  within  the  ifland,  before  which  a fliip 
might  lie  almoft  land. locked,  and  procure  wood 
as  well  as  water  in  great  abundance.  Wood  in- 
deed is  every  where  plenty,  but  I law  only  two 
kinds  which  may  be  confidered  as  timber.  Thefe 
trees  are  as  large,  or  larger  than  the  Engli.Cb 
oak,  and  one  of  them  has  not  a very  different 
appearance  : this  is  the  fame  that  yields  the  red- 
difli  gum  like  fanguis  dracpnis^  and  the  wood  is 
heavy,  hard,  and  dark-coloured,  like  lignum 
•vita:  die. other  grows  tall  and  fl;raight,fQmething 
like  the  pine  ; and  the  wood  of  this,  which  has 
Ibme  refemblance  to  the  live  oak  of  America,  is 
alfo  hard  and  heavy.  There  are  a few  flirubs, 
and  feveral  kinds  of  the  palm  •,  mangroves  alfo 
grow  in  great  plenty  near  the  head  of  the  bay. 

The  country  in  general  is  level,  low,  and  woody, 
as  far  as  we  could  fee.  The  woods,  as  I have 
before  obferved,  abound  with  birds  of  cxquifice 
beauty,  particularly  of  the  parrot  kind;  wetound 
alfo  crows  here,  exadlly  the  fame  with  thofe  in 
England.  About  the  head  of  the  harbour, 
where  there  are  large  flats  of  fand  and  mud,  there 
VoL.  IV.  D is 
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great  plenty  of  water-fowl,  moft  of  which 
^ — > were  altogether  unknown  to  us  : one  of  the  moft 
Saturd.5.  remarkable  was  black  and  white,  much  larger 
than  a fwan,  and  in  fliape  fomewhat  refembling 
a pelican.  On  thefe  banks  of  fand  and  mud 
there  are  great  quantities  of  oyfters,  muflels, 
cockles,  and  other  fhell  fifli,  which  feem  to  be 
the  principal  fubfiftence  of  the  inhabitants,  who 
go  into  ihoal  water  with  their  little  canoes,  and 
pick  them  out  with  their  hands.  We  did  not 
obferve  that  they  eat  any  of  them  raw,  nor  do 
they  always  go  on  fhore  to  drefs  them,  for  they 
have  frequently  fires  in  their  canoes  for  that''- 
purpofe.  They  do  not  however  fubfift  wholly 
upon  this  food,  for  they  catch  a variety  of 
other  fifli,  fome  of  which  they  ftrike  with  gigs, 
and  fome  they  take  with  hook  and  line.  All 
the  inhabitants  that  we  faw  were  ftark  naked  : 
they  did  not  appear  to  be  numerous,  nor  to  live 
in  focieties,  but  like  other  animals  were  Mat- 
tered about  along  the  coaft,  and  in  the  woods. 
Gf  their  manner  of  life,  however,  we  could 
know  but  little,  as  we  were  never  able  to  form 
the  leaft  connexion  with  them  : after  the  firft 
conteft  at  our  landing,  they  would  never  come 
near  enough  to  parley;  nor  did  they  touch  a 
lingle  article  of  all  that  we  had  left  at  their  huts, 
and  the  places  they  frequented,  on  purpofe  for 
them  to  take  away. 
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During  my  ftay  in  this  harbour,  I caufed  the 
Englifh  colours  to  be  difplayed  on  fhore  every 
day,  and  the  fhip’s  name,  and  the  date  of  the 
year,  to  be  infcribed  upon  one  of  the  trees  near 
the  watering-place. 

It  is  high-water  here  at  the  fidl  and  change 
of  the  moon  about  eight  o’clock,  and  the  tide 
rifes  and  falls  perpendicularly  between  four  and 
five  feet. 
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CHAP.  II. 

The  Range  from  Botany  Bay  to  Trinity  Bay ; 
•wkh  a farther  Account  of  the  Country, 
its  Inhabitants j and  ProduUions, 

At  day-break,  on  Sunday  the  6th  of  May 
1770,  we  fet  fail  from  Botany  Bay,  with  a 
light  breeze  at  N.  W.  which  foon  after  coming 
to  the  fouthward,  we  fteered  along  the  fliore 
N.  N.  E.;  and  at  noon,  our  latitude,  by  obfer- 
vation,  was  33“  50'  S.  At  this  time  we  were 
between  two  and  three  miles  diftant  from  the 
land,  and  a-breaft  of  a bay,  or  harbour,  in  which 
there  appeared  to  be  good  anchorage,  and 
which  I called  Port  Jackson.  This  harbour 
lies  three  leagues  to  the  northward  of  Botany 
Bay:  the  variation,  by  feveral  azimuths,  ap- 
peared to  be  S'’  E.  At  fun -fet,  the  norther- 
moft  land  in  fight  bore  N.  26  E.  and  fome 
broken  land,  that  feemed  to  form  a bay,  bore 
N.  40  W.  diftant  lour  leagues.  This  bay, 
which  lies  in  latitude  33'’  42',  I called  Broken 
Bay.'  'We  fteered  along  the  Ihore  N.  N.  E.  all 
night,  at  the  diftance  of  about  three  leagues 
from  the  land,  having  from  thirty-two  to  thir- 
ty-fix fathom  water,  with  a hard  fandy  bottom. 

Soon 
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Soon  after  fun-rife  on  the  7th,  I took  fev^ral 
azimuths,  with  four  needles  belonging  to  the 
azimuth  compafs,  the  mean  refult  of  which  gave 
the  variation  7°  56' E.  At  noon,  our  latitude, 
by  obfervation,  was  33°  22'  S. ; we  were  about 
three  leagues  from  tl>e  Ihorej  the  northermoft 
land  in  fight  bore  N.  19  E.  and  fome  lands 
which  proje-fled  in  three  bluff  points,  and 
which,  for  that  reafon,  I called  Cap£  Three 


May. 


Monday  7. 


Points,  bore  S.  W.  diihnt  five  leagues.  Our 
longitude  from  Botany  Bay  was  19'  E.  In  the 
afternoon,  we  faw  fmoke  in  feveral  places  upon 
the  fliore,  and  in  the  evening,  found  the  varia-* 
tion  to  be  8°  25'  E.  At  this  time  we  were  be- 
tween two  and  three  miles  from  the  fiiore,  in 
twenty-eight  fathom;  and  at  noon  the  next  Tuefday  s. 
day,  we  had  not  advanced  one  ftep  to  the  north- 
ward. We  ftood  off  fhore,  with  the  winds 


northerly,  till  twelve  at  night,  and  at  the  dif- 
tance  of  about  five  leagues,  had  feventy  fathom ; 
at  the  diftance  of  fix  leagues  we  had  eighty  fa- 
thom, which  is  the  extent  of  the  foundings;  for 
at  the  diftance  of  ten  leagues,  we  had  no  ground 
with  1 50  fathom. 

The  wind  continuing  northerly,  till  the  morn-  Thurfd.  10. 
ing  of  the  icth,  we  continued  to  fland  in  and  off 
the  fhore,  with  very  little  change  of  fituation  in 
other  refpeds;  but  a gale  then  fpringing  up  at 
S.  W.  we  made  the  befl  of  our  v/ay  along  the 
fliore  to  the  northward.  At  fun-rife,  our  lati- 
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Sy?  33°  2'S.  and  the  variation  8®  E.  At 

y — *v— nine  in  the  forenoon,  we  pafTed  a remarkable  hill, 
which  flood  a little  way  inland,  and  fomewhat 
refembled  the  crown  of  a hat : and  at  noon,  our 
latitude,  by  obfervation,  was  32®  53' S.,  and  our 
longitude  208®  W.  We  were  about  two  leagues 
diftant  from  the  land,  which  extended  from 
N.  41  E.  to  S.  41  W.,  and  a fmall  round  rock, 
or  ifland,  which  lay  clofe  under  the  land,  bore 
S.  82  W.  diftant  between  three  and  four  leagues. 
At  four  in  the  afternoon,  we  pafled,  at  the  dif- 
tance  of  about  a mile,  a low  rocky  point,  which 
I called  Point  Stephens,  on  the  north  fide  of 
which  is  an  inlet,  which  I called  Port  Ste- 
phens : this  inlet  appeared  to  me,  from  the  maft- 
head,  to  be  fheltered  from  all  winds.  It  lies  in 
latitude  32®  40',  longitude  207°  51',  and  at 
the  entrance  are  three  fmall  iftands,  two  of 
which  are  high  j and  on  the  main  near  the  fhore 
are  fome  high  round  hills,  which  at  a diftance 
appear  like  iflands.  In  pafting  this  bay,  at  the 
diftance  of  two  or  three  miles  from  the  fhore, 
our  foundings  were  from  thirty-three  to  twenty- 
feven  fathom,  from  which  I conje(5lured  that 
there  muft  be  a fufficient  depth  of  water  within 
it.  At  a little  diftance  within  land,  we  faw 
fmoke  in  feveral  places;  and  at  half  an  hour  paft 
five,  the  northermoft  land  in  fight  bore  N.  36  E. 
and  Point  Stephens  S.  W.  diftant  four  leagues. 
Our  foundings  in  the  night,  wei-e  from  forty- 
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eight  to  fixty-two  fathom,  at  the  diftance  of  be- 
tween three  and  four  leagues  from  the  fhore, 
which  made  in  two  hillocks.  This  Point  I call- 
ed Cape  Hawke  : it  lies  in  the  latitude  of  32° 
14'  S.,  longitude  207 30'  W.  j and  at  four 
o’clock  in  the  morning  bore  W.  dillant  about 
eight  miles  i at  the  fame  time  the  northermoft 
land  in  fight  bore  N.  6 E.  and  appeared  like  an 
ifland.  At  noon,  this  land  bore  N.  8 E.  the 
northermoft  land  in  fight  N.  13  E.  and  Cape 
-Hawke  S.  37  W.  Our  latitude,  by  obferva- 
tion,  was  32°  2'  S.  which  was  twelve  miles  to 
the  fouthward  of  that  given  by  the  log-,  fo  that 
probably  we  had  a current  fetting  that  way  : by 
the  morning  amplitude  and  azimuth,  the  varia- 
tion was  9®  lO^  E.  During  our  run  along  the 
fhore,  in  the  afternoon,  we  law  fmoke  in  feveral 
places,  at  a little  diftance  from  the  beach,  and 
one  upon  the  top  of  a hill,  which  was  the  firft 
we  had  feen  upon  elevated  ground  fince  our 
arrival  upon  the  coaft.  At  fun-fet,  we  had 
twenty-three  fathom,  at  the  diftance  of  a league 
and  an  half  from  the  fhore ; the  northermoft 
land  then  bore  N.  13  E.  and  tnree  hills,  re- 
markably large  and  high,  lying  contiguous  to 
each  other,  and  not  far  from  the  beach,  N.  N. 
W.  As  thefe  hills  borefome  refembianceto  each 
other,  we  called  them  The  Three  Brothers. 
They  lie  in  latitude  31°  40',  and  may  be  feen 
fourteen  or  fixteen  leagues.  We  fleered  N.  E, 
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by  N.  all  night,  having  from  twenty-feven  to 
> fixty-feVen  fathom,  at  the  diftance  of  between 
two  and  fix  leagues  from  the  Ihore. 

At  day-break,  we  fleered  notth,  for  the 
northermofl  land  in  fight.  At  noon,  we  were 
four  leagues  from  the  Ihore,  and  by  obfervation, 
in  latitude  31°  i8'  S.,  which  was  fifteen  miles  to 
the  Ibuthward  of  that  given  by  the  log*,  our 
longitude  206°  58^  W.  In  the  afternoon,  we 
flood  in  for  the  land,  where  we  faw  fmoke  in 
fevefal  places,  till  fix  in  the  evening,  when,  be- 
ing within  three  or  four  miles  of  it,  and  in 
twenty-four  fathom  of  water,  we  flood  off  with 
a frelh  breeze  at  N.  and  N.  N.  W.  till  mid- 
night, when  we  had  1 1 8 fathom,  at  the  diftance 
of  eight  leagues  from  the  land,  and  then  tacked. 
At  three  in  the  morning,  the  wind  veered  to  the 
wcflward,  when  we  tacked  and  flood  to  the 
northward.  At  noon,  our  latitude,  by  obferva- 
tion, was  30°  43  S.,  and  our  longitude  206° 
45  W.  At  this  time  we  were  between  three 
and  four  leagues  from  the  fhore,  the  norther- 
moft  part  of  which  bore  from  us  N.  13  W.  and 
a point,  or  head-land,  on  which  we  faw  fires  that 
produced  a great  quantity  of  fmoke,  bore 
diftant  four  leagues.  To  this  Point  I gave  the 
name  of  Smokey  Cape:  it  is  of  a confiderable 
height,  and  over  the  pitch  of  the  Point  is  a 
round  hillock;  within  it  are  two  others,  much 
higher  and  larger,  and  within  them  the  land  is 
very  low.  Our  latitude  was  30°  3 1'  S.,  longitude 
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206®  54'  W. : this  day  the  obferved  latitude  i77°» 
was  only  five  miles  fouth  of  the  log.  We  faw  .j 

fmoke  in  feveral  parts  along  the  coaft,  befides 
that  feen  upon  Smokey  Cape. 

In  the  afternoon,  the  wind  being  at  N.  E.  we 
flood  off  and  on,  and  at  three  or  four  miles  dif- 
tance  from  the  fhore  had  thirty  fathom  water: 
the  wind  afterwards  coming  crofs  off  land,  we 
flood  to  the  northward,  having  from  thirty  to 
twenty-one  fathom,  at  the  diftance  of  four  or 
five  miles  from  the  fhore. 

At  five  in  the  morning,  the  wind  veered  to  the  Monday  14. 
north,  and  blew  frefh,  attended  with  fqualls : at 
eight,  it  began  to  thunder  and  rain,  and  in  about 
an  hour  it  fell  calm,  which  gave  us  an  opportu- 
nity to  found,  and  we  had  eighty-fix  fathom  at 
between  four  and  five  leagues  from  the  fhore  : 
foon  after  this  we  had  a gale  from  the  fouthward, 
with  which  we  fleered  N.  by  W.  for  the  norther- 
moft;  land  in  fight.  At  noon,  we  were  about 
four  leagues  from  the  fhore,  and  by  obfervation, 
in  latitude  30°  22^  which  was  nine  miles  to  tlio 
fouthward  of  our  reckoning,  longitude  206° 

39' W.  Some  lands  near  the  fhore,  of  a confi- 
derable  height,  bore  W. 


As  we  advanced  to  the  northward  from  Bo- 
tany Bay,  the  land  gradually  increafed  in  height, 
fo  that  in  this  latitude  it  may  be  called  a hilly 
country.  Between  this  latitude  and  the  Bay,  it 
exhibits  a pieafing  variety  of  ridges,  hills,  val- 

lies. 
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>770.  lies^  and  plains,  all  clothed  with  woo'd,  of  the 
>_  1 fame  appearance  with  that  which  has  been  par- 

Monday  i+.  ticuiaj-ly  defcribed:  the  land  near  the  fhore  is  in 
general  low  and  fandy,  except  the  points,  which 
are  rocky,  and  over  many  of  them  are  high  hills, 
which,  at  their  firft  rifing  out  of  the  water,  have 
the  appearance  of  idands.  In  the  afternoon,  we 
had  fome  fmall  rocky  iflands  between  us  and  the 
land,  the  fouthermoft  of  which  lies  in  latitude 
■30'^  10',  and  the  northermoft  in  29®  58',  and 
fomewhat  more  than  two  leagues  from  the  land  : 
about  two  miles  without  the  northermoft  iftand 
we  had  thirty-three  fathom  water.  Having  the 
advantage  of  a moon,  we  fteered  along  the  fhore 
all  night,  in  the  direflion  of  N.  and  N.  by  E, 
keeping  at  th^  diftance  of  about  three  leagues 
from  the  land,  and  having  from  twenty  to 
twenty-five  fathom  water.  As  foon  as  it  was 
light,  having  a frefh  gale,  we  made  all  the  fail 
Tncfdayi5.  wc  could,  and  at  nine  o’clock  in  the  morning, 
being  about  a league  from  the  fhore,  we  difco^ 
vered  fmoke  in  many  places,  and  having  re- 
‘courfe  to  our  glaffes,  we  faw  about  twenty  of 
the  natives,  who  had  each  a large  bundle  upon 
his  back,  which  we  conjeftured  to  be  palm 
leaves  for  covering  their  houfes:  we  continued 
to  obferve  them  above  an  hour,  during  which 
‘they  walked  upon  the  beach,  and  up  a path  that 
led  over  a hill  of  a gentle  afcent,  behind  which 
we  loft  fight  of  them : not  one  of  them  was  ob- 

ferved 
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ferved  to  ftop  and  look  towards  us,  but  they 
trudged  along,  to  all  appearance,  without  the 
leaft  emotion  either  of  curiofity  or  furprife, 
though  it  is  impoflible  they  IKould  not  have 
feen  the  fiiip  by  a cafual  glance  as  they  walked 
along  the  fhore;  and  though  fhe  muft,  with  re- 
fpeft  to  every  other  objedl  they  had  yet  feen, 
have  been  little  lefs  ftupendous  and  unaccount- 
able than  a floating  mountain  with  all  its  woods 
would  have  been  to  us.  At  noon,  our  latitude, 
by  obfervation,  was  28°  39'  S.,  and  longitude 
206°  27' W.  A high  point  of  land,  which  f 
named  Cape  Byron,  bore  N.  W.  by  W.  at  the 
diftance  of  three  miles.  It  lies  in  latitude  28*^ 
37'  ^o"  S.,  longitude  206^  30'  W.,  and  may  be 
known  by  a remarkable  fharp  peaked  moun- 
tain, which  lies  inland,  and  bears  from  it  N.  W. 
by  W.  From  this  point,  the  land  trends  N. 
13  : inland  it  is  high  and  hilly,  but  low  near 

the  fhorej  to  the  fouthward  of  the  point  it  is 
alfo  low  and  level.  We  continued  to  fleer  alonor 

O 

the  fhore  with  a frefh  gale,  till  fun-fet,  when  we 
fuddenly  difcovered  breakers  a-head,  direflly  in 
the  fhip’s  courfe,  and  alfo  on  our  larboard  bow. 
At  this  time  we  were  about  five  miles  from  the 
land,  and  had  twenty  fathom  water:  we  hauled 
up  eaft  till  eight,  when  we  had  run  eight  miles, 
and  increafed  our  depth  of  water  to  forty-four 
fathom:  we  then  brought  to,  with  the  fhip’s 
be^d  to  the  eaflward,  and  lay  upon  this  tack  till 
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ten,  when,  having  increafed  our  founding  to 
feventy.eight  fathom,  we  wore,  and  lay  with  the 
fliip's  head  to  the  land  till  five  in  the  morning, 
when  we  made  fail,  and  at  day-light,  were  greatly’ 
furprifed  to  find  ourfelves  farther  to  the  fouth- 
w^rd,  than  we  had  been  the  evenino-  before, 
though  the  wind  had  been  foutherly,  and  blown 
frefli  all  night : we  now  faw  the  breakers  again 
within  us,  and  pafled  them  at  the  diftance  of  one 
league.  They  lie  in  latitude  28®  8'S.  ftretch-' 
ing  off  eaft  two  leagues  from  a point  of  land, 
under  which  is  a fmall  ifland.  Their  fituation 
may  always  be  known  by  the  peaked  mountain 
which  has  been  juft  mentioned,  and  which  bears 
from  them  S.  W.  by  W,  for  this  reafon  I have 
named  it  Mount  Warning,  it  lies  feven  or 
eight  leagues  inland,  in  latitude  28*^  22'  S.  The 
land  about  it  is  high  and  hilly,  but  it  is  of  itfelf 
fufficiently  confpicuous  to  be  at  once  diftin- 
guifired  from  every  other  objeft.  The  Point 
off  which  thefe  fhoals  lie,  I have  named  Point 
Danger.  To  the  northward  of  this  Point  the 
land  is  low,  and  trends  N.  W.  by  N.j  but  it 
foon  turns  again  more  to  the  northward. 

At  noon,  we  were  about  two  leagues  from  the 
land,  and  by  obfervation,  in  latitude  27°  46' S., 
which  was  feventeen  miles  to  the  fouthward  of 
the  log-,  our  longitude  was  206^^  26'  W.  Mount 
Warning  bore  S.  26  W.  diftant  fourteen  leagues, 
and  the  northermoft  land  in  fight  bore  N.  We 
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purfued  our  courfe  along  the  fliore,  at  the  dif-  ^^7°* 

tancc  of  about  two  leagues,  in  the  diredlion  of  < — » 

N.  ^ E.  till  between  four  and  five  in  the  after-  * 

noon,  when  we  difcovered  breakers  on  our  lar- 
board bow.  Our  depth  of  water  was  thirty- 
feven  fathom,  and  at  fun-fet,  the  northermoft 
land  bore  N.  by  W.  the  breakers  N.  W.  by  W. 
diftant  four  miles,  and  the  northermoft  land  fet 
at  noon,  which  formed  a point,  and  to  which  I 
gave  the  name  of  Point  Look-out,  W.  diftant 
five  or  fix  miles,  in  the  latitude  of  27®  6^  On 
the  north  fide  of  this  Point,  the  fhore  forms  a 
wide  open  bay,  which  I called  Moreton’s  Bay, 
in  the  bottom  of  which  the  land  is  fo  low  that  I 
could  but  juft  fee  it  from  the  top-maft  head. 

The  breakers  lie  between  three  or  four  miles 
from  Point  Look-out  •,  and  at  this  time  we  had 
a great  fea  from  the  fouthward,  which  broke 
upon  them  very  high.  We  ftood  on  N.  N.  E. 

‘ till  eight  o’clock,  when  having  pafled.  the 
breakers,  and  deepened  our  water  to  fifty-two 
fathom,  we  brought  to  till  midnight,  when  we 
made  fail  again  to  the  N.  N.  E.  At  four  in  the 
morning,  we  had  135  fathom,  and  when  the  day  Thurfd.  ly. 
broke,  I perceived  that  during  the  night  I had 
got  much  farther  northward,  and  from  the 
ftiore,  than  I expeded  from  the  courfe  we 
fleered,  for  we  were  diftant  at  leafl  feven  leagues ; 

I therefore  hauled  in  N.  W.  by  W.  with  afrefli 
gale  at  S.  S.  W.  The  land  that  was  farthefl  to 
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the  north  the  night  before,  now  bore  S.  S.  W. 
diftant  fix  leagues,  and  I gave  it  the  name  of 
Cape  Moreton,  it  being  the  north  point  of 
Moreton’s  Bay  : its  latitude  is  26®  56',  and  its 
longitude  is  206^  28'.  From  Cape  Moreton  the 
land  trends  away  weft,  farther  than  can  be  feen, 
for  there  is  a fmall  fpace,  where  at  this  time  no 
land  is  vifible,  and  fome  on  board  having  alfo 
obferved  that  the  fea  looked  paler  than  ufual, 
were  of  opinion  that  the  bottom  of  Moreton’s 
Bay  opened  into  a river.  We  had  here  thirty- 
four  fathom  water,  and  a fine  fandy  bottom: 
this  alone  would  have  produced  the  change  that 
had  been  obferved  in  the  colour  of  the  water; 
and  it  was  by  no  means  neceflary  to  fuppofe  a 
river  to  account  for  the  land  at  the  bottom  of 
the  Bay  not  being  vifible,  for  fuppofing  the  land 
there  to  be  as  low  as  we  knew  it  to  be  in  a hun- 
dred other  parts  of  the  coaft,  it  would  have  been 
impoflible  to  fee  it  from  the  ftation  of  the  ftiip ; 
however,  if  any  future  navigator  ftiould  be  dif- 
pofed  to  determine  the  queftion,  whether  there 
is  or  is  not  a river  in  this  place,  which  the  wind 
would  not  permit  us  to  do,  the  fituation  may  al- 
ways be  found  by  three  hills  which  lie  to  the 
northward  of  it,  in  the  latitude  of  26“  53'. 
Thefe  hills  lie  but  a little  way  inland,  and  not 
far  from  each  other:  they  are  remarkable  for 
the  fingular  form  of  their  elevation,  which  very 
much  refembles  a glafs-houfe,  and  for  which 
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reafon  I called  them  the  Glass  Houses:  the  >77o- 

northcrmoft  of  the  three  is  the  higheft  and  largeft ; « — v * 

there  are  alfo  feveral  other  peaked  hills  inland 
to  the  northward  of  thefe,  but  they  are  not 
nearly  fo  remarkable.  At  noon,  our  latitude 
was,  by  obfervation,  26®  28'  S.  which  was  ten 
miles  to  the  northward  of  the  log,  a circum- 
ftance  which  had  never  before  happened  upon 
this  coaftj  our  longitude  was  206°  46'.  At 
this  time  we  were  between  two  and  three 
leagues  from  the  land,  and  had  twenty-four  fa- 
thom water.  A low  bluff  point,  which  was  the 
fouth  head  of  a fandy  bay,  bore  N.  62  W.,  dif- 
tant  three  leagues,  and  the  northermoft  point  of 
land  in  fight  bore  N.  ^ E.  This  day  we  faw 
fmoke  in  feveral  places,  and  fome  at  a confider- 
able  diftance  inland. 

In  fleering  along  the  fliore  at  the  diftance  of 
two  leagues,  our  foundings  w^re  from  twenty- 
four  to  thirty-two  fathom,  with  a fandy  bottom. 

At  fix  in  the  evening,  the  northermoft  point 
of  land  bore  N.  ^ W.,  diftant  four  leagues; 
at  ten  it  bore  N.  W.  by  W.  W.  and  as  we 
had  feen  no  land  to  the  northward  of  it,  wc 
brought  to,  not  well  knowing  which  way  to 
fleer. 

At  two  in  the  morning,  however,,  we  made  Friday is. 
fail  with  the  wind  at  S.  W.,  and  at  day-light, 
we  faw  the  land  extending  as,  far  as  N.  E.  the 
point  wc  had  fet  the  night  before  bore  S.  W.  by 

W. 
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W.,  diftant  between  three  and  four  leagues.  IC 
lies  in  latitude  25°  58',  longitude  206®  48'  W. : 
the  land  within  it  is  of  a moderate  and  equal 
height,  but  the  point  itfelf  is  fo  unequal,  that  it 
looks  like  two  fmall  iflands  lying  under  the  land, 
for  which  reafon  I gave  it  the  name  of  Double 
Island  Point;  it  may  alfo  be  known  by  the 
white  cliffs  on  the  north  fide  of  it.  Here  the 
land  trends  to  the  N.  W.  and  forms  a large 
open  bay,  the  bottom  of  which  is  fo  low  a 
that  from  the  deck  it  could  fcarccly  be  feen. 
In  crofTing  this  bay,  our  depth  of  water  was  from 
thirty  to  twenty- two  fathom,  with  a white  fandy 
bottom.  At  noon,  we  were  about  three  leagues 
from  the  fhore,  in  latitude  25®  34'  S.,  longitude 
206^  45"  W. : Double  Ifland  Point  bore  S.  W. 
and  the  northermoft  land  in  fight  N.  4 E.  This 
part  of  the  coaft,  which  is  of  a moderate  height, 
is  more  barren  than  any  we  had  feen,  and  the 
foil  more  fandy.  With  our  glafles  we  could  dif- 
cover  that  the  fands,  which  lay  in  great  patches 
of  many  acres,  were  moveable,  and  that  fome  of 
them  had  not  been  long  in  the  place  they  pofTefT- 
ed ; for  we  faw  in  feveral  parts,  trees  half  bu- 
ried, the  tops  of  which  were  ft  ill  green  ; and  in 
others,  the  naked  trunks  of  fuch  as  the  fand  had- 
furrounded  long  enough  to  deftroy.  In  other 
- places  the  woods  appeared  to  be  low  and  fhrub- 
by,  and  we  faw  no  figns  of  inhabitants.  Two 
water-fnakes  fwam  by  the  ftiip:  they  were  beau- 
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tifully  fpotted,  and  in  every  refpeft  like  land  *^7o* 
fnakes,  except  that  their  tails  were  broad  and 
flat,  probably  to  ferve  them  inftead  of  fins  in 
fwimming.  In  the  morning  of  this  day,  the 
variation  was  8°  io  E.,  and  in  the  evening,  8‘^ 

2^6'.  During  the  night,  we  continued  our  courfe 
to  the  northward,  with  a light  breeze  from  the 
land,  being  diftant  from  it  between  two  and 
three  leagues,  and  having  from  twenty-three  to 
twenty-leven  fathom,  with  a fine  fandy  bottom. 

At  noon  on  the  19th,  we  were  about  four  Saturd.  19, 
miles  from  the  land,  with  only  thirteen  fathom. 

Our  latitude  was  25®  4^  and  the  northermoft 
land  in  fight  bore  N.  2 1 W.,  diftant  eight  miles. 

At  one  o’clock,  being  ftill  four  miles  diftant 
from  the  Ihore,  but  having  feventeen  fathom 
water,  we  palTed  a black  bluff  head,  or  point  of 
land,  upon  which  a great  number  of  the  natives 
were  affembled,  and  which  therefore  I called  In- 
dian Head:  it  lies  in  latitude  25°  3'.  About 
four  miles  N.  by  W.  of  this  Head,  is  another 
very  like  it,  from  whence  the  land  trends  away 
fomewhat  more  to  the  weftward : next  to  the 
fea  it  is  low  and  fandy,  and  behind  it  nothing  was 
to  be  feen,  even  from  the  maft-head.  Near  Indian 
Head  we  faw  more  of  the  natives,  and  upon  the 
neighbouring  fhore  fires  by  night,  and  fmoke  by 
day.  We  kept  to  the  northward  all  night,  at  the 
diftance  of  from  four  miles  to  four  leagues  from 
the  fhore,  and  with  a depth  of  water  from  feven- 
VoL.  IV.  E teen 
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1770.  teen  to  thirty-four  fathom.  At  day-break,  the 
. northermoft  land  bore  from  us  W.  S.  W.  and 

Sunday  20.  jq  in  2 point,  from  which  we  difeo- 

vered  a reef  running  out  to  the  northward  as  far 
as  we  could  fee.  We  had  hauled  our  wind  to 
the  weilward  before  it  was  light,  and  continued 
the  courfe  till  we  faw  the  breakers  upon  our  lee 
bow.  We  now  edged  away  N.  W.  and  N.  N. 
W.  along  the  eaft  fide  of  the  fhoal,  from  two  to 
one  mile  diflant,  having  regular  foundings  from 
thirteen  to  feven  fathom,  with  a fine  fandy  bot- 
tom. At  noon,  our  latitude,  by  obfervation, 
was  20°  26',  which  was  thirteen  miles  to  the 
northward  of  the  log:  we  judged  the  extreme 
point  of  the  fhoal  to  bear  from  us  about  N.  W. 
and  the  point  from  which  it  feemed  to  run  out,, 
bore  S.  A W.,  diflant  twenty  miles.  This  point 
I named  Sandy  Cape,  from  two  very  large 
patches  of  white  fand  which  lay  upon  it.  It  is 
fufficiently  high  to  be  feen  at  the  diftance  of 
twelve  leagues,  in  clear  weather,  and  lies  in  lati- 
tude 24®  43',  longitude  206°  51':  the  land 
trends  from  it  S.  W.  as  far  as  can  be  feen.  We 
kept  along  the  eafl  fide  of  the  fhoal  till  two  in 
the  afternoon,  when,  judging  that  there  was  a 
fufficient  depth  of  water  upon  it  to  allow  paffage 
for  the  fhip,  I fent  the  boat  arhead  to  found,  and 
upon  her  making  the  fignal  for  more  than  five 
fathom,  we  hauled  our  wind,  and  flood  over  the 
tail  of  it  in-  fix  fathom.  At  this  time  we  were 
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In  latitude  2^^  22',  and  Sandy  Cape  bore  S.  ^ E. 
diftant  eight  leagues;  but  the  diredlion  of  the 
fhoal  is  neareft  N.  N.  W.  and  S.  S.  E.  It  is 
remarkable  that  when  on  hoard  the  fhip  we  had 
fix  fathom,  the  boat,  which  was  fcarcely  a quar- 
ter of  a mile  to  the  fouthward,  had  little  more 
than  five,  and  that  immediately  after  fix  fathom 
we  had  thirteen,  and  then  twenty,  as  fall:  as  the 
man  could  call  the  lead:  from  thefe  circum-* 
fiances,  I conjedlured  that  the  weft  fide  of  the 
fhoal  was  fteep.  This  fhoal  I called  the  Break 
Sea  Spit,  becaufe  we  had  now  fmooth  water, 
and  to  the  fouthward  of  it  we  had  always  a high 
fea  from  the  S.  E.  At  fix  in  the  evening,  the 
land  of  Sandy  Cape  extended  from  S.  17  E.  to 
S.  27  E-,  at  the  diftance  of  eight  leagues ; our 
depth  of  water  was  twenty-three  fathom  : with 
the  fame  foundings  we  ftood  to  the  weftward  all 
nicrht.  At  feven  in  the  morning,  we  faw,  from 
the  maft-head,  the  land  of  Sandy  Cape  bearing 
S.  E.  4:  E.,  diftant  about  thirteen  leagues:  at 
nine,  we  difcovered  land  to  the  weftward,  and 
foon  after  faw  fmoke  in  feveral  places.  Our 
depth  of  water  was  now  decreafed  to  feventeen 
fathom,  and  by  noon  we  had  no  more  than  thir- 
teen, though  we  were  feven  leagues  from  the 
land,  which  extended  from  S.  by  W.  to  W.  N. 
W.  Our  latitude  at  this  time  was  24®  28'  S. 
For  a few  days  paft  we  had  feen  feveral  of  the 
fea  birds  called  boobies,  not  having  met  with 
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1770-  any  of  them  before  j laft  night  a fmall  flock  of 
^ i them  pafled  the  fliip,  and  went  away  to  the 
Monday  »i.  -yy  ^ moming,  from  about  half  an 

hour  before  fun-rife,  to  half  an  hour  after,  flights 
of  them  were  continually  coming  from  the  N. 
N.  W.  and  flying  to  the  S.  S.  E.  nor  was  one  of 
them  feen  to  fly  in  any  other  direftion  ; we  there- 
fore conjeftured  that  there  was  a lagoon,  river, 
or  inlet  of  fhallow  water,  in  the  bottom  of  the 
deep  bay,  to  the  fouthward  of  us,  whither  thefe 
birds  reforted  to  feed  in  the  day,  and  that  not 
far  to  the  northward  there  were  fome  iflands  to 
which  they  repaired  in  the  night.  To  this  bay  I 
gave  the  name  of  Hervey’s  Bay,  in  honour  of 
Captain  Hervey.  In  the  afternoon,  we  flood 
in  for  the  land,  fleering  S.  W.  with  a gentle 
breeze  at  S.  E.  till  four  o’clock,  when,  being  in 
latitude  24®  36",  about  two  leagues  from  the 
fhore,  and  having  nine  fathom  water,  we  bore 
away  along  the  coaft  N.  W.  by  W.,  and  at  the 
fame  time  could  fee  land  extending  to  the  S.S.  E. 
about  eight  leagues.  Near  the  fea  the  land  is 
very  low,  but  within  there  are  fome  lofty  hills, 
all  thickly  clothed  with  wood.  While  we  wtre 
running  along  the  fhore,  we  fhallowed  our  wa- 
ter from  nine  to  feven  fathom,  and  at  one  time 
we  had  but  fix,  which  determined  us  to  anchor 
for  the  night. 

Tuefday22.  At  fix  in  thc  moming  we  weighed,  with  a 
gentle  breeze  from  the  fouthward,  and  fleered 
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N.  W.  4 W.  edging  in  for  the  land  till  we  got 

within  two  miles  of  it,  with  water  from  feven  to  < , » 

eleven  fathom:  we  then  fteered  N.  N.  W.  as  the 
land  lay,  and  at  noon,  our  latitude  was  24“  19'. 

We  continued  in  the  fame.;courfe,  at  the  fame 
diftance,  with  from  twelve  fathom 'to  feven,  till 
five  in  the  evening,  wHen  we  were  abreaft  of  the 
fouth  point  of  a large  open  bay,  in  which  I in- 
tended to  anchor.  During  this  courfe,  we  dif- 
covered  with  our  glaffes  that  the  land  was  co- 
vered with  palm-nut  trees,  which  we  had  not 
feen  from  the  time  of’' our  leaving  the  iOands 
within  the  Tropic : we  alfo  faw  two  men  walk- 
ing along  the  Ihore,  who  did  not  condefcend  to 
take  the  lead  notice  of  us.  In  the  evening, 
having  hauled  clofe  upon  a wind,  and  made 
two  or  three  trips,  we  anchored  about  eight 
o’clock  in  five  fathom,  with  a fine  fandy  bou 
torn;  The  fouth  point  of  the  bay  bore  E.  ~ S. 
diftant  tvvo  miles,  the  north  point  N.  W.  4 N., 
and  about  the  fame  diftance  from  the  Ihore. 

- Early  the  next  morning  I went  alhore,  with  a w<dnef.a3. 
party-oTmen,  in  order  to  examine  the  country, 
accompanied  by  Mr.  Banks,  Dr.  Solander,  the 
other  gentlemen,  and  Tupia:  the  wind  blew 
frelh,  and  we  found  it  fo  cold,  that  being  at 
fome  diftance, -from  the  fhore,  we  took  our 
cloaks  as  a neceftary  equipment  for  the  voyage. 

We  landed  a little  within  the  fouth  point  of  the 
bay,  where  we  found  a channel  leading  into  a 
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large  lagoon:  this  channel  I proceeded  to  exa- 
mine, and  found  three  fathom  water  till  I got 
about  a mile  up  it,  where  I met  with  a Ihoal, 
upon  which  there  vi'as  little  more  than  one  fa- 
thom, but  having  paffed  over  it,  I had  three 
fathom  again.  The  entrance  of  this  channel  lies 
clofe  to  the  fouth  point  of  the  bay,  being  formed 
by  the  Ihore  on  the  eaft,  and  on  the  weft  by  a 
large  fpit  of  fand  : it  is  about  a quarter  of  a 
mile  broad,  and  lies  in  S.  by  W.  In  this  place 
there  is  room  for  a few  ftiips  to  lie  in  great  fe- 
curity,  and  a fmall  ftream  of  frelh  water  j I 
would  have  rowed  itito  the  lagoon,  but  was 
prevented  by  /hallows.  We  found  feveral  bogs, 
and  fwamps  of  fait  water,  upon  which,  and  by 
the  fides  of  the  lagoon,  grows  the  true  man- 
grove, fuch  as  is  found  in  the  Weft  Indies,  and 
the  firft  of  the  kind  that  we  had  met  with.  In 
the  branches  of  thefe  mangroves  there  were 
many  nefts  of  a remarkable  kind  of  ant,  that  was 
a?  green  as  grafs:  when  the  branches  were  dif- 
turbed  they  came  out  in  great  numbers,  and  pu» 
nilhed  the  offender  by  a much  /harper  bite  than 
ever  we  had  felt  from  the  fame  kind  of  animal 
before.  Upon  the/e  mangroves  alfo  we  faw 
fmall  green  caterpillars  in  great  numbers : their 
bodies  were  thick  fet  with  hairs,  and  they  were 
ranged  upon  the  leaves  fide  by  fide  like  a file  of 
loldiers,  to  the  number  of  twenty  or  thirty  to- 
gether : when  we  touched  them,  we  found  that 

the 
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the  hair  of  their  bodies  had  the  quality  of  a 
nettle,  and  gave  us  a much  more  acute,  though 
lefs  durable  pain.  The  country  here  is  mani- 
feftly  worfe  than  about  Botany  Bay : the  foil  is 
dry  and  fandy,  but  the  fides  of  the  hills  are 
covered  with  trees,  which  grow  feparately,  with- 
out underwood.  We  found  here  the  tree  that 
yields  a gum  like  the  fanguis  draconis  *,  but  it  is 
fomewhat  different  from  the  trees  of  the  fame 
kind  which  we  had  feen  before,  for  the  leaves 
are  longer,  and  hang  down  like  thofe  of  the 
weeping  willow.  W^e  found  alfo  much  lefs  gum 
upon  them,  which  is  contrary  to  the  eftablllhed 
opinion,  that  the  hotter  the  climate,  the  more 
gums  exude.  Upon  a plant  alfo,  which  yield- 
ed a yellow  gum,  there  was  lefs  than  upon’the 
fame  kind  of  plant  in  Botany  Bay.  Among  the 
fhoals  and  fand-banks  we  faw  many  large  birds, 
fome  in  particular  of  the  fame  kind  that  we  had 
feen  in  Botany  Bay,  much  bigger  than  fwans, 
which  we  jud^d  to  be  pelicans;  but  they  were 
fo  fhy  that  we  could  not  get  within  gun  fltot  of 
them.  Upon  the  fhore  we  faw  a fpecies  of  the 
buftard,  one  of  which  we  fhot ; it  was  as  large  as 
a turkey,  and  weighed  feventeen  pounds  and  an 
half.  We  all  agreed  that  this  was  the  beft  bird 
we  had  eaten  fmce  we  left  England;  and  in 
honour  of  it  we  called  this  inlet  Bustard  Bay. 
It  lies  in  latitude  24°  4%  longitude  208°  18'.  The 

fea  feemed  to  abound  with  fifh  ; but  unhappily, 
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m"”’  pieces  at  the  firft  haul : 

upon  the  mud  banks,  under  the  mangroves,  we 
Wednef.  23.  innumerable  oyfters  of  various  kinds ; 

among  others  the  hammer-oyfter,  and  a large 
proportion  of  fmall  pearl-oyfters  : if  in  deeper 
water  there  is  equal  plenty  of  fuch  oyfters  at 
their  full  growth, .a'  pearl  fiftiery. might  certainly 
be  eftablilhed  here  to  very  great  advantage. 

The  people  who  were  left  on  board  the  fhip 
faid,  that  while  we  were  in  the  woods  about 
twenty  of  the  natives  came  down  to  the  beach, 
abreaft  of  her,  and  having  looked  at  her  fome 
time,  went  away;  but  we  that  were  afhore, 
though  we  faw  fmoke  in  many  places,  faw  no 
people;  the  fmoke  was  at  places  too  diftant  for 
us  to  get  to  them  by  land,  except  Ofie,  to  which 
we  repaired:  we  found  ten  fmall  fires  ftill  burn- 
ing within  a few  paces  of  each  other ; "but  the' 
people  were  gone:  we  faw  near  them  feveral 
veflels  of  bark,  which  we  fuppofed  to  have  con- 
tained water,  and  fome  lliells  and  fifli-bones,  the 
remains  of  a recent  meal.  We  faw  alfo,  lying 
upon  the  ground,  feveral  pieces  of  foft  bark, 
about  the  length  and  breadth  of  a man,;  which 
we  imagined  might  be  their  beds ; and,  on  the 
wdndward  fide  of  the  fires,  a fmall  fhade,  about 
a foot  and  a half  high,  of  the  fame  fubftance. 
The  whole  was  in  a thicket  of  clofe  trees,  which 
afforded  good  Ihelter  from  the  wind.  The  place 
fccmed  to  be  much  trodden,  and  as  we  faw  no 

houfe^ 


57 


round  the  world. 

houfe,  nor  any  remains  of  a houfe,  we  were  in-  «770. 
clined  to  believe  that,  as  thefe  people  had  no  < — ^ — i 
clothes,  they  had  no  dwelling;  but  fpent^their  wednef.ij. 
nights,  among  the  other  commoners  of  Nature, 
in  the  open  air  : and  Tupia  himl'elf,  with  an  air 
of  fuperiority  and  compaffion,  fliook  his  head, 
and  laid,  that  they  were  Taata  Enos^  ‘ poor 
wretches.’  I meafured  the  perpendicular  height 
of  the  laft  tide,' and  found  it  be  eight  feet  above 
low- water  mark,  and  from  the  time  of  low  wa- 
ter this  day,  I found  that  it  muft  be  high-wa- 
ter at  the  full  and  change  of  the  moon  at  eight 
o’clock. 

At  four  o’clock  in  the  morning  we  weighed,  Thutrd.24. 
and  with  a gentle  breeze  at  fouth  made  fail  out  of 
the  bay.  In  ftanding  out,  our  foundings  were 
from  five  to  fifteen  fathom  •,  and  at  day  light, 
when  we  were  in  the  greateft  depth,  and  abrealt 
of  the  north  head  of  the  bay,  we  dilcovered 
breakers  ftretching  out  from  it  N.  N.  E.  be,- 
tween  two  and  three  miles,  with*  a rock  at  the 
outermofl  point  of  them,  juft  above  water. 

While  we  were  pafling  thefe  rocks,  at  the  dif- 
tance  of  about  half  a mile,  we  had  from  fifteen 
to  twenty  fathom,  and  as  foon  as  we  had  pafle.d 
them,  we  hauled  along  fhore.W.  N.  W.  for  the 
fartheft  land  we  had  in  fight.  At  noon,,  pur 
latitude  by  obfervation  was  23°  52'  S.;  the 
north  part  of  Buftard  Bay  bore  Sf-fiz  E.  diftant 

ten  miles;  and  the  northermoft  land  in  fight 

N.  60W. 
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*770*  N.  6o  W.',  the  longitude  was  208^  37',  and  our 
i diftance  from  the  neareft  fhorc  fix  miles,  with 
Tburia,  24.  fourteen  fathom  water. 

Till  five  in  the  afternoon  it  was  calm,  but 
afterwards  we  fleered  before  the  wind  N.  W.  at 
the  land  lay  till  ten  at  night,  and  then  brought  to, 
having  had  all  along  fourteen  and  fifteen  fathom'. 
Friday  25.  Atfivc  in  the  morning  we  made  fail ; and  at  day- 
light the  northermnft  point  of  the  main  boreN.  70 
W.  Soon  after  we  faw  more  land,  making  like 
iflands,  and  bearing  N.  W.  by  N.  At  nine,  we 
were  abreaft  of  the  point,  at  the  diftance  of  one 
mile,  with  fourteen  fathom  water.  This  point 
I found  to  lie  diredly  under  the  Tropic  of  Ca- 
pricorn-, and  for  that  reafon  I called  it  Cape 
Capricorn:  its  'Idngitude  is  208°  58' W.:  it 
is  of  a confiderable  height,  looks  white  and  bar- 
ren, and  may  be  known  by  fome  iflands  which 
lie  to  the  N.  W.  of  it,  and  fome  fmall  rocks  at 
the  diftance  of  about  a league  S,  E.  On  the 
weft  fide  of  the  Cape  there  appeared  to  be  a 
lagoon,  and  on  the  two  fpits  which  formed  the 
entrance  we  faw  an  incredible  number  of  the 
large  birds  that  refemble  a pelican.  The  north- 
crmoll  land  now  in  fight  bore  from  Cape  Ca- 
pricorn N.  24  W.  and  appeared  to  be  an  ifland; 
but  the  ipain  land  trended  W.  by  N.  4 N.  whiph 
courfe  we  fleered,  having  from  fifteen  to  fix 
fathom,  and  from  fix  to  nine,  with  a hard  Tandy 
bottom.  At  noon,  our  latitude  by  obfervation 
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was  23°  24'  S. ; Cape  Capricorn  bore  S.  60  E. 
diftant  two  leagues ; and  a fmall  ifland  N.  by  E.  t-— v — -» 
two  miles : in  this  fituation  we  had  nine  fathom, 
being  abo^it  four  miles  from  the  main,  which, 
next  the  fea,  is  low  and  fandy,  except  the 
points  which  are  high  and  rocky.  The  country 
inland  is  hilly,  but  by  no  means  of  a pleafing 
afpefl.  We  continued  to  ftand  td  the  N.  W. 
till  four  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  when  it  fell 
calm;  and  we  foon  after  anchored  in  twelve 
fathom,  having  the  main  land  and  iflands  in  a 
manner  all  round  us,  and  Cape  Capricorn  bear- 
ing S.  54  E.,  diftant  four  leagues.  In  the 
night,  we  found  the  tide  rife  and  fall  near  feven 
feet ; and  the  flood  to  fet  to  the  weftward,  and 
the  ebb  to  the  eaftward,  which  is  juft  contrary 
to  what  we-  found  when  we  were  at  anchor  to 
the  eaftward  of  Buftard  Bay. 

At  fix  in  the  morning  we  weighed,  with  a Saturd.  26. 
gentle  breeze  at  South,  and  ftood  away  to 'the 
N.  W.  between  the  outermoft  range  of  iflands 
and  the  main,  leaving  feveral  fmall  iflands  be^ 
tween  the  main  and  the  ftiip,  which  we  paflTed  at 
a very  little  diftance : our  foundings  being  irre- 
gular, from  twelve  to  four  fathom,  I fent  a boat 
ahead  to  found.  At  noon  we  were  about  three 
miles  from  the  main,  and  about  the  fame  dif- 
tance from  the  iflands  without  us:  our  latitude 
by  obfervation  was  23°  7'  S. : the  main  land 
here  is  high  and  mountainous;  the  iflands  which 
A lie 
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lie  o£F  it  are  alfo  moft  of  theni  high,  and  of  a 
fmaU  circuit,  having  an  appearance  rather  of 
barrennefs  than  fertility.  At  this  time  we  faw 
fmoke  in  many  places  at  a confiderable  diflance 
inland,  and  therefore  conjedured  that  there 
might  be  a lagoon,  river,  or  inlet,  running  up  the 
country,  the  rather  as  we  had  palled  two  places 
which  had  the  appearance  of  being  fuch;  but 
our  depth  of  water  was  too  little  to  encourage 
me  to  venture  where  I Ihould  probably  have 
Id's.  We  had  not  flood  to  the  northward  above 
an  hour,  before  we  fuddenly  fell  into  three  fa- 
thom-, upon  which  I anchored,  and  fent  away 
the  mafter  to  found  the  channel  which  lay  to 
leeward  of  us,  between  the  northermofl;  ifland 
and. the  main:  it  appeared  to  be  pretty  'broad, 
,but  I fufpefle(4  that  it  was  Ihallow,  and  fo  in- 
deed it  was  found  j for  the  mafter  reported 
at  his  return  that  in  many  places  he  had  only 
two  fathom,  and  an  half,  and  where  we  lay  at 
anchor  we  had  only  fixteen  feet,  which  was  not 
two  feet  more  than  the  Ih ip  drew.  While' the 
mafter  was  founding  the  channel,  Mr.  Bank^ 
tried  to  fiflifrom  the  cabbin  windows  with  hook 
and  line:  the  water  was  too  ihallow  for  fifliY 
but  the  ground  was  almoft  covered  with  crabs, 
which -readily  took  the  bait,  and  fometimes  held 
it  fpifaft.  in  their  claws,  that  they  did  not  quit 
their  hold  till  ;they^  were  conliderably  above 
water,-*  Thefe  crabs  were  of  two  forts,  and  both 

of 
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of  them  fuch  as  we  had  not  feen  before  : one  of  i77°* 

May, 

them  was  adorned  with  the  fined  blue  that  can  . « 

be  imagined,  in  every  refpeft  equal  to  the  ultra- 
marine,  with  which  all  his  claws,  and  every 
joint  was  deeply  tinged : the  under  part  of  him 
was  white,  and  fo  exquifitely  polilhed  that  in 
colour  and  brightnefs  it  exadlly  refembled  the 
white  of  old  china  : the  other  was  alfo  marked 
with, the  ultramarine  upon  his  joints  and  his  toes, 
but  fomewhat  more  fparingly ; and  his  back 
was  marked  with  three  brown  fpots  which  had  a 
fingular  appearance.  The  people  who  had 
been  out  with  the  boat  to  found,  reported,  that 
upon  an  idand  where  we  had  obferved  two  fires, 
they  had  feen  feveral  of  the  inhabitants,  who 
called  to  them,  and  feemed  very  defirous  that 
they  Ihould  land.  In  the  evening,  the  wind 
veered  to  E.  N.  E.  which  gave  us  an  opportu- 
nity to  ftretch  three  or  four  miles  back  by  the 
way  we  came  ; after  which,  the  wind  fliifted  to 
the  South,  and  obliged  us  again  to  anchor  in  fix 
fathom. 

At  five  in  the  morning,  I fent  away  the  maf-  Sunday  tj. 
ter  to  fearch  for  a pafiage  between  the  ifiands, 
while  we  got  the  fiiip  under  fail ; and  as  foon  as 
it  was  light  we  followed  the  boat,  which  made  a 
fignal  that  a palTage  had  been  found.  As  foon 
as  we  had  got  again  into  deep  water,  we  made 
fail  to  the  northward,  as  the  land  lay,  with 
foundings  from  nine  fathom  to  fifteen,  and  fome 

fmall 
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fmall  iflands  ftill  without  us.  At  noon  we  were 
about  two  leagues  diftant  from  the  main  •,  and 
by  oblervation  in  latitude  22°  53'  S.  The 
northermoft  point  of  land  in  fight  now  bore  N. 
N.  W.  diftant  ten  miles.  To  this  point  I gavc^ 
the  name  of  Cape  Manifold,  from  the  number 
of  high  hills  which  appeared  over  it : it  lies  in 
Jatitude  22®  43' S.,  and  diftant  about  feventeen 
leagues  from  Cape  Capricorn,  in  the  direftion 
of  N.  26  W.  Between  thefe  Capes  the  Ihore 
forms  a large  bay,  which  I called  Keppel  Bay  ; 
and  I alfo  diftinguiflaed  the  iflands  by  the  name 
of  Keppel’s  Islands.  In  this  bay  there  is  good 
anchorage  j but  what  refrefliments  it  may  afford, 
I know  not : we  caught  no  fifli,  though  we  were 
at  anchor;  but  probably  there  is  frefh  water  in 
feveral  places,  as  both  the  iflands  and  the  main 
are  inhabited.  We  faw  fmoke.  and  fires  upon 
the  main  ; and  upon  the  iflands  we  faw  people. 
At  three  in  the  afternoon,  we  paffed  Cape  Mani- 
fold, from  which  the  land  trends  N.  N.  W. 
The  land  of  the  Cape  is  high,  rifing  in  hills 
diredlly  from  the  fea;  and  may  he  known  by 
three  iflands  which  lie  off  it,  one  of  them  near 
the  fhore,  and  the  other  two  eight  miles,  out  at 
fea.  One  of  thefe  iflands  is  low  and  flat,  and 
the  other  high  and  round.  At  fix  o’clock  in  the 
evening  we  brought  to,  when  the  northermoft 
part  of  the  main  in  fight  bore  N.  W.,  and  fome 
iflands  which  lie  off  it  N.  31  W,  Our  found- 
ings 
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jngs  after  twelve  o’clock  were  from  twenty  to 
twenty-five  fathom,  and  in  the  night  from  i 
thirty  to  thirty- four. 

At  day-break  we  made  fail.  Cape  Manifold  Monday 
bearing  S.  by  E.,  diftant  eight  leagues,  and  the 
iflands  which  1 had  fet  the  night  before  were  dif- 
tanf  four  miles  in  the  fame  diredion.  The  far- 
iheft  vifible  point  of  the  main  bore  N.  67  W.  at 
the  diftance  of  twenty-two  miles  j but  we  could 
fee  feveral  iflands  to  the  northward  of  this  di- 
rection. At  nine  o’clock  in  the  forenoon,  we 
were  abreaft  of  the  point  which  I called. 

Cape  Townshend.  It  lies  in  latitude  22^  15'; 
longitude  209°  43':  the  land  is  high  and  levels 
and  rather  naked  than  woody.  Several  iflands 
lie  to  the  northward  of  it,  at  the  diftance  of  four 
or  five  miles  out  at  fea ; three  or  four  leagues  to 
the  S.  E.  the  ftiore  forms  a bay,  in  the  bottom  of 
which  there  appeared  to  be  an  inlet  or  harbour. 

To  the  weftward  of  the  Cape  the  land  trends 
S.  W.  4-  S.  and  there  forms  a very  large  bay 
which  turns  to  the  eaftward,  and  probably 
communicates  with  the  inlet,  and  makes  the 
land  of  the  Cape  an  ifland.  As  foon  as  we  got 
round  this  Cape,  we  hauled  our  wind  to  the 
weftward,  in  order  to  get  within  the  iflands, 
which  lie  fcattered  in  the  bay  in  great  numbers, 
and  extend  out  to  fea  as  far  as  the  eye  could 
reach  even  from  the  maft-head:  thefe  iflands 
vary  both  in  height  and  circuit  from  each  other; 
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fo  that,  although  they  are  very : numerous,  nb 
two  of  them  are  alike.  We  had  not  flood  long 
upon  a wind  before  we  came  into  fhoal  water, 
and  were  obliged  to  tack  at  once  to  avoid  it. 
Having  fent  a boat  ahead,  1 bore  arway  W.  by 
N.  many  fmall  iflands,  rocks,  and  fhoals,  lying 
between  us  and  the  main,  and  many  of  a larger 
extent  without  us  : our  foundings  till  near  noon 
were  from  fourteen  to  feventeen  fathom,  when 
the  boat  made  the  fignal  for  meeting  with  fhoal 
water : upon  this  we  hauled  clofe  upon  a wind 
to  the  eaflward,  but  fuddenly  fell  into  three 
fathom  and  a quarter;  we  immediately  drop- 
ped an  anchor,  which  brought  the  fhip  up  with 
all  her  fails  Handing.  When  the  fhip  was 
brought  up  we  had  four  fathom,  with  a coarft 
fandy  bottom,  and  found  a ftrong  tide  fetting 
to  the  N.  W.  by  W.  ~ W.  at  the  rate  of  near 
three  miles  an  hour,  by  which  we  were  fo  fud- 
denly carried  upon  the  fhoal.  Our  latitude  by 
obfervation  was  22®  8'  S. ; Cape  Townfhend 
bore  E.  1 6 S.,  diflant  thirteen  miles ; and  the 
weftermofl  part  of  the  main  in  fight  W.  ^ N. 
At  this  time  a great  number  of  iflands  lay  all 
round  us. 

In  the  afternoon,  having  founded  round  the 
Ihip,  and  found  that  there  was  water  fufficienC 
to  carry  her  over  the  fhoal,  we  weighed,  and 
about  three  o’clock  made  fail  and  flood  to  the 
weftward,  as  the  land  lay,  having  fent  a boat 

ahead 


ROUNDTHEWORLD.  65 

ahead  to  found.  At  fix  in  the  evening,  wt  an- 
chored  in  ten  fathom,  with  a fandy  bottom,  at  j 

about  two  miles  diftance  from  the  main-,  the 
weftermoft  part  of  which  bore  W.  N.  W.,  and  a 
great  number  of  idands,  lying  a long  way  with- 
out us,  were  dill  in  fight. 

At  five  o’clock  the  next  morning,  I fent  away  Taefdjy  29. 
the  Mailer  with  two  boats  to  found  the  entrance 
of  an  inl^t  which  bore  from  us  well,  at  about 
the  diftance  of  a league,  into  which  I intended 
to  go  with  the  ftiip,  that  I might  wait  a few 
days  till  the  moon  Ihould  increafe,  and  in  the 
mean  time  examine  the  country.  As  foon  as 
the  Ihip  could  be  got  under  fail,  the  boats  made 
the  fignal  for  anchorage  ; upon  which  we  Hood 
in,  and  anchored  in  five  fathom  water,  about  a 
league  within  the  entrance  of  the  inlet  which, 
as  I obferved  a tide  to  flow  and  ebb  confiderably, 

I judged  to  be  a river  that  ran  up  the  country  to 
a confiderable  diftance.  In  this  place  1 had 
thoughts  of  laying  the  Ihip  aftiore,  and  cleaning 
her  bottom ; I therefore  landed  with  the  Mailer 
in  fearch  of  a convenient  place  for  that  purpofe, 
and  was  accompanied  by  Mr.  Banks  and  Dr. 

Solander.  We  found  walking  here  exceedingly 
troublcfome,  for  the  ground  was  covered  with  a 
kind  of  grafs,  the  feeds  of  which  were  very 
fharp  and  bearded  backwards;  fo  that  when- 
ever they  ftuck  into  our  clothes,  which  indeed 
was  at  every  ftep,  they  worked  forwards  by 
VoL.  IV.  F means 
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U7°*  means  of  the  beard,  till  they  got  at  the  flelh ; and 

1 at  the  fame  time  we  were  furrounded  by  a cloud 

Tueiday  29  mufquitos,  which  inceffantly  tormented  us  with 
their  ftings.  We  foon  met  with  feveral  places 
where  the  Ihip  might  conveniently  be  laid  afhore ; 
but  to  our  great  difappointment  we  could  find 
no  frefh  water.  We  proceeded  how’ever  up  the 
country,  where  we  found  gum  trees  like  thofe 
that  we  had  feen  before,  and  obferved  that  here 
alfo  the  gum  was  in  very  fmall  quantities.  Up- 
,on  the  branches  of  ihefe  trees,  and  fome  others, 
we  found  ants  nells,  made  of  clay,  as  big  as  a 
' bufhel,  fomething  like  thofe  defcribed  in  Sir 
Hans  Sloan’s  Natural  Hifiory  of  Jamaica,  vol. 
ii.  p.  221,  tab.  258,  but  not  fo  fmooth  : the 
ants  which  inhabited  thefe  nefts  were  fmall,  and 
their  bodies  white.  But  upon  another  fpecies 
of  the  tree  we  found  a fmall  black  ant,  which 
perforated  all  the  twigs,  and  having  worked  out 
the  pith,  occupied  the  pipe  which  had  contained 
if,  yet  the  parts  in  which  thefe  infefts  had  thus 
formed  a lodgment,  and  in  which  they  fwarmed 
in  amazing  numbers,  bore  leaves  and  flowers, 
and  appeared  to  be  in  as  flourifhing  a ftate  as 
thofe  that  were  found.  We  found  alfo  an  incre- 
dible number  of  butterflies,  fo  that  for  the 
fpace  of  three  or  four  acres  the  air  was  fo 
crowded  with  them  that  millions  were  to  be  feen 
in  every  diredion,  at  the  fame  time  that  every 
branch  and  twig  was  covered  with  others  that 
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were  not  upon  the  wing.  found  here  alfo  a 

fmall  fifli  of  a fingular  kind  •,  it  was  about  the  • — » 

fize  of  a minnow,  and  had  two  very  ftrong  breaft 
fins : we  found  it  in  places  that  were  quite  dry, 
where  we  fuppofed  it  might  have  been  left  by 
the  tide;  but  it  did  not  I'ecm  to  have  become 
languid  by  the  want  of  water  j for  upon  our  ap- 
proach it  leaped  awMy,  by  the  help  of  the  breaft 
fins,  as  nimbly  as  a trog : neither  indeed  did  it 
feem  to  prefer  water  to  land  ; for  when  we 
found  it  in  the  water,  it  frequently  leaped  out, 
and  purlued  its  way  upon  dry  ground  : we  alfo 
obferved  that  when  it  was  in  places  where  fmall 
ftones  w'ere  ftanding  above  the  iurfaceofthe  water 
at  a little  diftance  from  each  other,  it  chofe  rather 
to  leap  from  ftone  to  ftone,  than  to  pafs  through 
the  water;  and  we  faw  feveral  of  them  pafs  en- 
tirely over  puddles  in  this  manner,  till  they  came 
to  dry  ground,  and  then  leap  aw'ay. 

In  the  afternoon  we  renewed  our  fearch  after 
frefh  water,  but  without  fuccefs',  and  therefore  I 
determined  to  make  my  hay  here  but  fhort : 
however,  having  obferved  from  an  eminence 
that  the  inlet  penetrated  a confiderable  way  into 
the  country,  I determined  to  trace  it  in  the 
morning. 

At  fun- rife  I went  afliore,  and  climbing  a con-  * 
fiderable  hill,  I took  a view  of  the  coaft  and  the 
iflands  that  lie  off  it,  with  their  bearings,  having 
an  azimuth  compafs  with  me  for  that  purpofe  ; 
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but  I obferved  that  the  needle  dilFered  very  con- 
fiderably  in  its  pofition,  even  to  thirty  degrees, 
in  Ibme  places  more,  in  others  lels;  and  once  I 
found  it  differ  from  itfelf  no  lefs  than  two  points 
in  the  dillance  of  fourteen  feet.  1 took  up  fome 
of  the  lool'e  ffones  that  lay  ,upon  the  ground, 
and  applied  them  to  the  needle,  but  they  pro- 
duced no  effe£l:  *,  and  1 therefore  concluded 
that  there  was  iron  ore  in  the  hills,  of  which 
I had  remarked  other  indications  both  here 
and  in  the  neighbouring  parts.  After  I had 
made  my  obfervations  upon  the  hill,  I pro- 
ceeded with  Dr.  Solander  up  the  inlet;  I fet 
out  with  the  firft  of  the  flood,  and  long  be- 
fore high  water  I had  advanced  above  eight 
leagues.  Its  breadth  thus  far  was  from  two  to 
five  miles,  upon  a S.  W.  by  S.  diredfion ; but 
here  it  opened  every  way,  and  formed  a large 
lake,  which  to  the  N.  W.  communicated  with 
the  fea;  and  1 not  only  faw  the  fea  in  this  direc- 
tion, but  found  the  tide  of  flood  coming  ftrongly 
in  from  that  point : I alfo  obferved  an  arm  of 
this  lake  extending  to  the  eaftward,  and  it  is  not 
improbable  that  it  may  communicate  with  the 
fea  in  the  bottom  of  the  bay,  which  lies  to  the 
weftward  of  Cape  Townfhend,  On  the  fouth 
fide  of  the  lake  is  a ridge  of  high  hills  which  I 
was  very  defirous  to  climb ; but  it  being  high- 
water,  and  the  day  far  fpent,  I was  afraid  of  be- 
ing bewildered  among  the  flioals  in  the  night,^ 
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cfpecialJy  as  the  weather  was  dark  and  rainy, 
and  therefore  I made  the  beft  of  my  way  to  the  < — j 
Hiip.  In  this  excurfion  I faw  only  two  people,  3°- 

and  they  were  at  a diftance;  they  followed  the 
boat  along  the  fhore  a good  way,  but  the  tide 
running  flrongly  in  my  favour  I could  not  pru- 
dently wait  for  them ; I faw  however  feveral 
fires  in  one  diredtion,  and  fmoke  in  another,  but 
they  alfo  were  at  a diftance.  While  I was  trac- 
ing the  inlet  with  Dr,  Solander,  Mr.  Banks  was 
endeavouring  to  penetrate  into  the  country, 
where  feveral  of  the  people  who  had  leave  to  go 
afhore  were  alfo  rambling  about.  Mr.  Banks 
and  his  party  found  their  courfe  obftrudted  by  a 
fwamp,  covered  with  mangroves,  which  how- 
ever they  refolved  to  pafs;  the  mud  was  almoft; 
knee  deep,  yet  they  refolutely  went  on  j but  ber 
fore  they  got  half  way,  they  repented  of  their  unr 
dertaking:  the  bottom  was  covered  with  branches 
pf  trees  interwoven  with  each  other,  fometimes 
they  kept  their  footing  upon  theni,  fometimes 
their  feet  dipt  through,  and  fometimes  they  were 
lb  entangled  among  them,  that  they  were  forced 
to  free  themfelves  by  groping  in  the  mud  and 
flime  with  their  hands,  in  about  an  hour  how- 
ever they  crofled  it,  and  judged  it  might  .be 
about  a quarter  of  a mile  over.  After  a fliort 
walk  they  came  up  to  a place  where  there  had 
been  four  fmall  fires,  and  near  them  fome  Ihells 
and  bones  of  filh,  that  had  been  roafted  : they 
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found  alfo  heaps  of  grafs  laid  together,  where 
four  or  five  people  appeared  to  have  flept.  The 
fecond  lieutenant,  Mr  Gore,  who  was  at  another 
place,  faw  a little  v/ater  lying  in  the  bottom 
of  a gully,  and  near  it  the  track  of  a large  ani- 
mal: fome  buftards  were  alfo  feen,  but  none  of 
them  fhot,  nor  any  other  bird  except  a few  of 
the  beautiful  loriquets  which  we  had  feen  in  Bo- 
tany Bay.  Mr.  Gore,  and  one  of  the  midlhip- 
men,  who  were  iri  different  places,  faid  that  they 
had” heard  the  voices  of  Indians  near  them,  but 
hid  feen  none : the  country  in  general  appeared 
fandy  and  barren,  and  being  deftitute  of  frefli 
water,  it  cannot  be  fuppofed  to  have  any  fettled 
inhabitants.  The  deep  gullies,  which  were  worn 
by  torrents  from  the  hills,  prove,  that  at  certain 
feafons  the  rains  here  are  very  copious  and 
heavy. 

The  inlet  in  which  the  fliip  lay  I called 
Thirsty  SotJND,  becaufe  it  afforded  us  no  frefli 
water.  It  lies  in  latitude  22°  10'  S,,  and  longi- 
tude 210“  1 8'  W.*,  and  may  be  known  by  a 
group  of  fmall  iflands  lying  under  the  fhore,from 
two  to  five  leagues  diftant,  in  the  direftion  of 
N.  W.  and  by  another  group  of  iflands  that  lie 
fight  before  if,  between  three  and  four  leagues 
out  at  fea.  Over  each  of  the  points  that  form 
the  entrance  is  a high  round  hill,  which  on  the 
N.  W.  is  a peninfula  that  at  high  water  is  fur- 
rotmded  by  the  fea:  they  are  bold  to  both  the 
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fhores,  and  the  diftance  between  them  is  about 
two  miles.  In  this  inlet  is  good  anchorage  in 
feven,  fix,  five,  and  four  fathom  ; and  places 
very  convenient  for  laying  a fhip  down,  where, 
at  fpring-tides,  the  water  does  not  rife  lefs  than 
fixteen  or  eighteen  feet.  The  tide  flows  at  the 
full  and  change  of  the  moon  about  eleven 
o’clock.  1 have  already  obferved  that  here  is  no 
frefh  water,  nor  could  we  procure  refrefhmentof 
any  other  kind;  we  faw  two  turtles,  but  we  were 
not  able  to  take  either  of  them:  neither  did  we 
catch  either  fifh  or  wild-fowl,  except  a few  fmall 
land  birds;’  we  faw  indeed  the  fame  forts  of  wa- 
ter-fowl as  in  Botany  Bay,  but  they  were  fo  fliy 
that  we  could  not  get  a fhot  at  them. 

As  I had  not  therefore  a Angle  inducem.ent  to 
ftay  longer  in  this  place,  I weighed  anchor  at  fix 
o’ dock ‘in  the  morning  of  Thurfday  the  31ft  of 
May,'  and  put  to  fea.  We  flood  to  the  N.  W. 
with  a frefh  breeze  at  S.  S.  E.  and  kept  without 
the  group  of  iflands  that  lie  in  fhore,  and  to  the 
N.  W.  of  Thirfly  Sound,  as  there  appeared  to 
be  no  fafe  paffage  between  them  and  the  main; 
at  the  fam.e  time  we  had  a number  of  iflands 
without  us,  extending  as  far  as  we  could  fee; 
during  our  run  in  this  direflion  our  depth  of 
water  was  ten,  eight,  and  nine  fathom.  At  noon, 
the  wefl  point  of  Thirfly  Sound,  which  1 have 
called  Pier  Head,  bore  S.  36  E.  diflan t five 
leagues  j the  eafl  point  of  the  other  inlet,  which 
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communicates  with  the  Sound,  bore  S.  by  W., 
diftant  two  leagues ; the  group  of  iflands  juft 
mentioned  lay  between  us  and  the  point,  and 
the  fartheft  part  of  the  main  in  fight,  on  the 
other  fide  of  the  inlet,  bore  N.  W.  Our  lati- 
tude by  obfervation  was  21^  53'.  Ar  half  an 
hour  after  twelve,  the  boat,  which  was  founding 
ahead,  made  the  fignal  for  fhoal  water,  and  we, 
immediately  hauled  our  wind  to  the  N.  E.  At 
this  time  we  had  feven  fathom,  at  the  next  call 
five,  and  at  the  next  three,  upon  which  we  in- 
ftantly  dropped  an  anclior,  that  brought  the 
fhip  up.  Pier  Head,  the  north-weft  point  of 
Thirfty  Sound,  bore  S.  E.  diftant  fix  leagues, 
being  half-way  between  the  iflands  which  lie  ofE 
the  eaft  point  'of  the  weftern  inlet,  and  three 
fmall  iflands  which  lie  diredly  without  them. 
It  was  now  the  firft  of  the  flood,  which  we 
found  to  fet  N.  \V.  by  W.  i-  W. ; and  having, 
founded  about  the  fhoal,  upon  which  we  had 
three  fathom,  and  found  deep  water  all  round  it, 
we  got  under  fail,  and  having  hauled  round  the 
three  iflands  that  have  been  juft  mentioned, 
came  to  an  anchor  under  the  lee  of  them,  in  fif- 
teen fathom  water;  and  the  weather  being  dark, 
hazy,  and  rainy,  we  remained  there  till  feven 
p’clock  in  the  morning.  At  this  time  we  got 
again  under  fail,  and  flood  to  the  N.  W.  with  a 
frefli  breeze  at  S.  S.  E. ; having  the  main  land  in 
fight,  and  a number  of  iflands  all  round  us, 
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fome  of  which  lay  out  at  fea  as  far  as  the  eye  1770. 
could  reach.  The  weftern  inlet,  which  in  the  . -J!!!  j 
chart  is  diftinguilhed  by  the  name  of  Broad 
Sound,  we  had  now  all  open;  at  the  entrance,  it 
is  atleaft  nine  or  ten  leagues  wide;  in  it,  and  be- 
fore it,  lie  feveral  iflands,  and  probably  Ihoals 
alfo;  for  our  foundings  were  very  irregular,  va- 
rying fuddenly  from  ten  to  four  fathom.  At 
noon,  our  latitude  by  obfervation  was  21°  29' 

S. ; a point  of  land  which  forms  the  north-well 
entrance  into  Broad  Sound,  and  which  I have 
named  Cape  Palmerston,  lying  in  latitude 
21°  30^  longitude  210°  54'  W.  bore  W.  by  N. 
diftant  three  leagues.  Our  latitude  was  21^ 

27',  our  longitude  210°  57'.  Between  this 
Cape  and  Cape  Townlhend  lies  the  bay  which  I 
have  called  the  Bay  of  Inlets.  Wc  continued 
to  Hand  to  the  N.  W.  and  N.  W.  by  N.  as  the 
land  lay,  under  an  eafy  fail,  having  a boat  a- 
head  to  found:  at  firft  the  foundings  were  very 
irregular,  from  nine  to  four  fathom ; but  after- 
wards they  were  regular,  from  nine  to  eleven. 

At  eight  in  the  evening,  being  about  two 
leagues  from  the  main  land,  we  anchored  in 
eleven  fathom,  with  a fandy  bottom ; and  foon 
after  we  found  the  tide  fetting  with  a flow  mo- 
tion to  the  weft  ward.  At  one  o’clock  it  was 
flack,  or  low-water-,  and  at  half  an  hour  after 
two  the  Ihip  tended  to  the  eaftward,  and  rode  fo 
till  flx  in  the  morning,  when  the  tide  had  rifen  Saturd.  2. 
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eleven  feet.  We  now  got  under  fail,  and  flood 
away  in  the  diredion  of  the  coaft,  N.  N.  W. 
From  what  we  had  obferved  of  the  tide  during 
the  night,  it  is  plain,  that  the  flood  came  from 
the  N.  W. ; whereas  the  preceding  day,  and 
feveral  days  before,  it  came  from  the  S.  E.j 
nor  was  this  the  firfl,  or  even  fecond  time  that 
we  had  remarked  the  fame  thing.  At  fun-rjfe 
this  morning,  we  found  the  variation  to  be  5° 
45'  E.;  and  in  fleering  along  the  fliore,  between 
the  ifland  and  the  main,  at  the  diflance  of  about 
two  leagues  from  the  main,  and  three  or  four  from 
the  ifland,  our  foundings  were  regular  from  twelve 
to  nine  fathom;  bur  about  eleven  o’clock  in  the 
forenoon  we  were  again  embarrafled  with  flioal 
water,  having  at  one  time  not  more  than  three 
fathom;  yet  we  got  clear,  without  calling  an- 
chor. At  noon  we  were  about  two  leagues  from 
the  main,  and  four  from  the  iflands  without  us. 
Our  latitude  by  obfervation  was  2o°  56',  and  a 
high  promontory,  which  I named  Cape  Hills- 
borough, bore  W.  i N.  diflant  feven  miles. 
The  land  here  is  diverfified  by  .mountains,' hills, 
plains,  and  valleys,  and  feems  to^e^ell  clothed 
with  herbage  and  wood:  the  iflands  which  lie 
parallel  to  the  coaft,  and  from  five  to  eight  or 
nine  miles 'diflant,  are  of  various  height  and 
extent ; fcarcely  any  of  them  are  more  than 
five  leagues  in  circumference,  and  many  are 
not  four  miles : befides  this  chain  of  iflands, 
which  lies  at  a diflance  from  the  coaft,  there  are 
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others  much  lefs,  which  lie  under  the  land,  from 
which  we  faw  fmoke  rifing  in  different  places. 

We  continued  to  fleer  along  the  fhore  at  the 
diftance  of  about  two  leagues,  with  regular 
foundings  from  nine  to  ten  fathom.  At  fun-fet, 
the  fartheft  point  of  the  main  bore  N.  48  W. 
and  to  the  nortlrward  of  this  lay  fome  high  land, 
which  I took  to  be  an  ifland,  and  of  which  the 
north-weft  point  bore  41  W. ; but  not  being 
fure  of  a paffage,  I came  to  an  anchor  about 
eight  o’clock  in  the  evening,  in  ten  fathom  wa  - 
ter, with  a muddy  bottom.  About  ten  we  had 
a tide  fetting  to  the  northward,  and  at  two  it  had 
fallen  nine  feetj  after  this  it  began  to  rife,  and 
the  flood  came  from  the  northward,  in  the  direc- 
tion of  the  iflands  which  lay  out  to  fea ; a plain 
indication  that  there  was  no  paffage  to  the 
N.  W.  This  however  had  not  appeared  at  day- 
break, when  we  got  under  fail  and  flood  to  the  Sunday  3 
N.  W.  At  eight  o’clock  in  the  morning,  we 
difcovered  low  land  quite  acrofs  what  we  took 
for  an  opening,  which  proved  to  be  a bay,  about 
five  or  fix  leagues  deep  ; upon  this  we  hauled 
our  wind  to  the  eaftward  round  the  north  point 
of  the  bay,  which  at  this  time  bore  from  us 
N.  E.  by  N.  diftant  four  leagues:  from  this 
point  we  found  the  land  trend  away  N.  by  W. 

4 W,  and  a ftreight  or  paffage  between  it  and  a 
large  ifland,  or  iflands,  lying  parallel  to  it. 

Having  the  tide  of  ebb  in  our  favour,  we  flood 

for 
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’j77o.  for  this  palTage;  and  at  noon  were  juft  within 
L— V — I the  entrance  : our  latitude  by  obfervation  was 
Sunday  3.  Cape  Hillfborough  bore  S.  by  E. 

diftant  ten  leagues ; and  the  north  point  of  the 
bay  S.  19  W.  diftant  four  miles.  This  point, 
which  I named  Cape  Conway,  lies  in  latitude 
26°  36'  S.,  longitude  211"  28'W. ; and  the  bay 
which  lies  between  this  Cape  and  Cape  Hillf- 
borough I called  Repulse  Bay.  The  greateft 
depth  of  water  which  we  found  in  it  was  thir- 
teen fathom,  and  the  leaft  eight.  In  all  parts 
there  was  fafe  anchorage,  and  I believe,  that 
upon  proper  examination,  fome  good  harbours 
would  be  found  in  it ; efpecially  at  the  north 
fide  within  Cape  Conway  ; for  juft  within  that 
Cape  there  lie  two  or  three  fmall  iflands,  which 
alone  would  fbelter  that  fide  of  the  bay  from  the 
foutherly  and  fouth-eafterly  winds,  that  feem  to 
prevail  here  as  a Trade.  Among  the  many 
iflands  that  lie  upon  this  coaft,  there  is  one 
more  remarkable  than  the  reft ; it  is  of  a fmall 
circuit,  very  high  and  peaked,  and  lies  E.  by  S. 
ten  miles  from  Cape  Conway,  at  the  fouth  end 
of  the  paflage.  In  the  afternoon,  we  fteered 
through  this  palTage,  which  we  found  to  be 
from  three  to  feven  miles  broad, -and  eight  or 
nine  leagues  in  length,  N.  by  W.  f W.,  S.  by 
E.  t E.  It  is  formed  by  the  main  on  the  weft, 
and  by  the  iflands  on  the  eaft,  one  of  which  is  at 
Jeaft  five  leagues  in  length : our  depth  of  water 
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in  running  through  was  from  twenty  to  five  and  1^77^- 
twenty  fathom,  vvith  good  anchorage  every  i — . — » 
where,  and  the  whole  paflage  may  be  confidered 
as  one  fafe  harbour,  exclufive  of  the  fmall  bays 
and  coves  which  abound  on  each  fide,  where 
Ihips  might  lie  as  in  a bafon.  The  land  both 
upon  the  main  and  iflands  is  high,  and  diverfi- 
fied  by  hill  and  valley,  wood  and  lawn,  with  a 
green  and  pleafant  appearance.  On  one  ot  the 
iflands  we  difcovered  with  our  glalTes  two  men 
and  a woman,  and  a canoe  with  an  outrigger, 
which  appeared  to  be  larger,  and  of  a conftruc- 
tion  very  different  from  thofe  of  bark  tied  toge- 
ther at  the  ends,  which  we  had  feen  upon  other 
parts  of  the  coaft ; we  hoped  therefore  that  the 
people  here  had  made  fome  farther  advances 
beyond  mere  animal  life  than  thofe  that  we  had 
feen  before.  At  fix  o’clock  in  the  evening,  we 
were  nearly  the  length  of  the  north  end  of  the 
paffage  •,  the  north  weflermofl;  point  of  the  main 
in  fight  bore  N.  54  W,,  and  the  north  end  of 
the  ifland  N.  N.  E.  with  an  open  fea  between 
the  two  points.  As  this  paffage  was  difcovered 
on  Whitfunday,  I called  it  Whitsunday’s 
Passage,  and  I called  the  iflands  that  form  it 
Cumberland  Islands,  in  honour  of  his  Royal 
Highnefs  the  Duke.  We  kept  under  an  eafy 
fail,  with  the  lead  going  all  night,  being  at  the 
diftance  of  about  three  leagues  from  the  fhore, 
and  having  from  twenty-one  to  twenty-three 
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J7/0.  fathom  water.  At  day. break,  we  were  abreaft 
of  the  point  which  had  been  the  fartheft  in  fight 
Momiay  4,  north-weft  the  evening  before,  which  I 

named  Cape  Gloucester.  It  is  a lofty  pro- 
montory, in  latitude  19°  59'  S.,  longitude  21 1® 
49'  W.  and  may  be  known  by  an  ifland  which 
lies  out  at  lea  N.  by  W.  4.  W.  at  the  diftance  of 
five  or  fix  leagues  from  it,  and  which  I called 
lloLBouNE  Isle  j there  are  alfo  iflands  lying 
under  the  land  between  Holborne  Ifle,  and 
Whitfunday’s  Palfage.  On  the  weft  fide  of 
Cape  Gloucefter  the  land  trends  away  S.  W.  and 
S.  S.  W.  and  forms  a deep  bay,  the  bottom  of 
which  1 could  but  juft  lee  from  the  maft-head  : 
it  is  very  low,  and  a continuation  of  the  low 
land  which  we  had  feen  at  the  bottom  of  Re- 
pulfe  Bay.  This  bay  I called  Edgecumbe  Bay, 
but  without  ftaying  to  look  into  it,  w^e  continued 
our  courfe  to  the  weftward,  for  the  fartlieft  land 
we  could  fee  in  that  diredtion,  which  bore  W. 
by  N.  -4  N.  and  appeared  very  high.  At  noon, 
we  were  about  three  leagues  from  the  Ihore,  by 
obfervation  in  latitude  i9‘^  47"  S.,  and  Cape 
Gloucefter  bore  S.63  E.  diftant  feven  leagues  and 
an  fialf.  At  fix  in  the  evening,  we  were  abreaft 
of  the  weftermoft  point  juft  mentioned,  at  about 
three  miles  diftance,  and  becaufe  it  rifes  abruptly 
from  the  low  lands  which  furround  it,  I called 
it  Cape  Upstart.  It  lies  in  latitude  19®  59' 
S,  longitude  212^  32'  W.,  fourteen  leagues 
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W.  N.  W.  from  Cape  Gloiicefter,  and  is  of  a 
height  fufficient  to  be  feen  at  the  diftance  of 
twelve  leagues:  inland  there  are  fome  high  hills 
or  mountains,  which,  like  the  Cape,  alford  but 
a barren  profped.  Having  palled  this  Cape, 
we  continued  Handing  to  the  W.  N.  W.  as  the 
land  lay,  under  an  eafy  fail,  having  from  fixteen 
to  ten  fathom,  till  two  o’clock  in  the  morning, 
when  we  fell  into  feven  fathom  ; upon  which  we 
hauled  our  wind  to  the  northward,  judging  our- 
felves  to  be  very  near  land:  at  day- break,  we 
found  our  conjeflure  to  be  true,  being  within 
little  more  than  two  leagues  of  it.  In  this  part 
of  the  coalt  the  land,  being  very  low,  is  nearer 
than  it  appears  to  be,  though  it  is  diverfified 
with  here  and  there  a hill.  At  noon,  we  were 
about  four  leagues  from  the  land,  in  fifteen  fa- 
thom water,  and  our  latitude,  by  obfervation, 
was  19®  12' S.  Cape  Upftart  bearing  S.  32*^ 
30'  E.  diftant  twelve  leagues,  About  this  time 
fome  very  large  columns  of  fmoke  were  feen 
rifing  from  the  low  lands.  At  fun  fet,  the  pre- 
ceding night,  when  we  were  dole  under  Cape 
Upftart,  the  variation  was  nearly  9°  E.,  and  at 
fun-rife  this  day,  it  was  no  more  than  5®  35"-,  I 
judged  therefore  that  it  had  been  influenced  by 
iron  ore,  or  other  magnetical  matter,  contained 
under  the  lurface  of  the  earth. 

We  continued  to  fleer  W.  N.  W.  as  the  land 
lay,  with  twelve  or  fourteen  fathom  water,  till 
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i"7°-  noon  on  the  6th,  when  our  latitude  by  obferva- 
u-v-L_;  tion  was  19^^  i'  S.  and  we  had  the  mouth  of  a 
Wednef.6.  extending  from  S.  f E.  to  S.  W.  f 

S.  diftant  two  leagues.  This  bay,  which  I nam- 
ed Cleveland  Bay,  appeared  to  be  about  five 
or  fix  miles  in  extent  every  way : the  eaft  point 
I named  Cape  Cleaveland,  and  the  weft, 
which  had  the  appearance  of  an  ifland,  Mag- 
NETiCAL  Isle,  as  we  perceived  that  the  compafs 
did  nottraverfe  well  when  we  were  near  it;  they 
are  both  high,  and  fo  is  the  main  land  within 
them,  the  whole  forming  a furface  the  moft  rug- 
ged, rocky,  and  barren  of  any  we  had  feen  upon 
the  coaftj  it  was  not  however  without  inhabi- 
tants, for  we  faw  fmoke  in  feveral  parts  of  the 
bottom  of  the  bay.  The  northermoft  land  that 
was  in  fight  at  this  time,  bore  N.  W.  and  it  had 
the  appearance  of  an  ifland,  for  we  could  not 
not  trace  the  main  land  farther  than  W.  by  N. 
We  fleered  W.  N.  W.  keeping  the  main  land 
on  board,  the  outermoft  part  of  which,  at  fun- 
fet,  bore  W.  by  N.  but  without  it  lay  high 
land,  which  we  judged  not  to  be  part  of  it.  At 
Thurfd.  7.  day-break,  we  were  abreaft  of  the  eaftern  part 
of  this  land,  which  we  found  to  be  a group  of 
iflands,  lying  about  five  leagues  from  the  main  : 
at  this  time,  being  between  the  two  Ihores,  we 
advanced  flowly  to  the  N.  W.  till  noon,  when 
our  latitude,  by  obfervation,  was  18°  49'  S.-  and 
our  diftance  from  the  main  about  five  leagues 
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the  north-weft  part  of  it  bore  from  us  N.  by  W-  ’ 

W.  the  iflands  esctendin^  from  N.  to  E.  and  u-— v— j 

1 • T • 1 '1  TliUffdry# 

the  ncureft  being  diftunt  about  ■ two  iTiiles  . 

Cape  Cleaveland  bore  S»  50  E.  diftant  eighteen 
leagues.  Our  foundings,  in  the  courie.  that  we 
had  failed  between  this  time  and- -the  preceding 
noon,  were  from  fourteen  to  eleven  fat  horn. 

In  the  afternoon,  we-faw  feveral  large  columns 
of  fmoke  upon  the  main  •,  we  faw  alfo  lome 
people  and  canoes,  and  upon  one  of  the  iflands 
what  had  the  appearance  of  cocoa-nut  trees  : as 
a few  of  thefe  nuts  would  now  have  been  very 
acceptable,  I fent  Lieutenant  Hicks  afliore,  and 
with  him  went  Mr.  Banks  and  Dr.  Solander,  to 
fee  what  refrefhment  could  be  procured,  while  I 
kept  ftanding  in  for  the  tfland  with  the-  fhipl 
About  feven  o’clock  in  the  evening  they  re-» 
turned,  with  an  account  that  what  we  had  taken 
for  cocoa-nut  trees,  were  a fmall  kind  of  cab- 
bage  palm,  and  that,  except  about'foilrteen  bt 
fifteen  plants,  they  had  met  with  nothing  worth 
bringing  away.  While  they  were  afliore,  they 
faw  none  of  the  people,  but  juft  as  they  had  put 
off,  one  of  them  came  very  near  the  beach,  and 
flicuted  with  a loud  voice  •,  it  was  lb  dark  that 
they  could  not  fee  him,  however  they  turned  to- 
wards the  fhore,  but  when  he  heard  the  boat 
putting  back,  he  ran  away  or  hid  himfelf,  for 
they  could  not  get  a glimple  of  him,  and  though 
they  flioutcd  he  made  no  reply.  After  the  re- 
VoL.  IV.  G turn 
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>77°*  turn  of  the  boats,  we  flood  away  N.  by  W.  for 

c — 1 the  northermoft  land  in  fight,  of  which  we  were 

Friday  8.  abteafl  at  three  o’clock  in  the  morning,  having 
paflcd  all  the  iflands  three  or  four  hours  before. 
This  land,  on  account  of  its  figure,  I named 
Point  Hillock  : it  is  of  a confiderable  height 
and  may  be  known  by  a round  hillock,  or  rock, 
which  joins  to  the  Point,  but  appears  to  be  de- 
tached from  it.  Between  this  Cape  and  Mag- 
netical  IJle  the  fhore  forms  a large  bay,  which  I 
called  Halifax  Bay  : before  it  lay  the  group 
of  iflands  which  has  been  juft  mentioned,  and 
fome  others,  at  a lefs  diftance  from  the  fliore. 
By  thefe  iflands  the  Bay  is  fheltered  from  all 
winds,  and  it  affords  good  anchorage.  The 
land  near  the  beach,  in  the  bottom  of  the  Bay, 
is  low  and  woody,  but  farther  back  it  is  one 
continued  ridge  of  high  land,  which  appeared  tO' 
be  barren  and  rocky.  Having  paffed  Point 
pnilock,  we  continued  ftanding  to  the  N.  N.  W. 
as  the  land  trended,  having  the  advantage  of  a- 
light  moon.  At  fix,  we  v/ere  abrcaft  of  a point 
of  land  which  lies  N.  by  W.  ~ W.,  diftant  ele- 
ven miles  from  Point  Hillock,  which  I named 
Cape  Sandwich.  Between  thefe  two  points 
the  land  is  very  high,  and  the  furface  is  craggy 
and  barren.  Cape  Sandwich  may  be  known 
not  only  by  the  high  craggy  land  ever  it,  but  by 
a fmall  ifland  which  lies  call  of  it,  at  the  dif- 
tance of  a mile.,  and  fome  others  that  lie  about 
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two  leagues  to  the  northw'ard.  From  Cape 
Sandw  ich  the  land  trends  W.  .and  afterwards  N.  e— v — 
forming  a fine  large  bay,  which  I called  Rock- 
INGHAM  Bay,  where  there  appears  to  be  good 
ilieher,  and  good  anchorage,  but  I did  not  ftay 
to  examine  it : 1 kept  ranging  along  the  (hore 
to  the  northward,  for  a clufter  of  fmall  iflands, 
which  lie  off  the  northern  point  of  the  Bay. 

Between  the  three  outermoft  of  thefe  iflands, 
and  thole  near  the  fliore,  I found  a channel  ot 
about  a-mile  broad,  through  which  I paffed,and 
upon  one  of  the  neareft  iflands  we  faw  with  our 
glaffes  about  thirty  of  the  natives,  men,  women, 
and  children,  all  ftanding  together,  and  looking 
with  great  attention  at  the  fliip  j the  firft  in- 
ftance  of  curiofity  that  we  had  feen  among  them : 
they  were  all  ftark  naked,  with  (hort  hair,  and 
of  the  lame  complexion  with  thofe  that  we  had 
feen  before.  At  noon,  our  latitude,  by  obfer- 
vation,  was  17"^  59',  and  we  were  abreaft  of  the 
north  point  of  Rockingham  Bay,  which  bore 
from  us  W.  at  the  dillance  of  about  two  miles. 

This  boundary  of  the  Bay  is  formed  by  an 
ifland  of  confiderable  height,  which  in  the  chart 
is  diftinguifhed  by  the  name  of  Dunk  Isle,  and 
which  lies  fo  near  the  fliore  as  not  to  be  eafily 
diftinguifhed  from  it.  Our  longitude  was  213^^ 

W.  Cape  Sandwich  bore  S.  by  E.  ^ E.  dif- 
tant  nineteen  miles,  and  the  northermoft  land  in 
fight  N.  i W. : our  depth  of  water  for  the  laft 
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ten  hours  had  not  been  more  than  fixteen,  ncr 
Jefs  than  feven  fathom.  At  fun-fet,  the  northern 
extremity  of  the  land  bore  N.  25  W.  and  we 
kept  our  courfe  N.  by  W.  along  the  coaft,  at 
the  diftance  of  between  three  and  four  leagues, 
with  an  eafy  fail  all  night,  having  from  twelve 
to  fifteen  fathom  water. 

At  fix  o’clock  in  the  morning,  we  were  abreaft 
of  fome  fmall  iflands,  which  we  called  Frank,- 
land’s  Isles,  and  which  lie  about  two  leagues 
diftant  from  the’ main  land.  The  moft  diflant 
point  in  fight  to  the  northward  bore  N.  by  W. 
4-  W.  and  we  thought  it  was  part  of  the  main, 
but  afterwards  found  it  to  be  an  ifland  of  con- 
fiderable  height,  and  about  four  miles  in  cir- 
cuit. Between  this  ifland  and  a point  on  the 
main,  from  which  it  is  dirtanf  about  two  miles, 
I paffed  with  the  fhip.  At  noon,  we  were  in  the 
middle  of  the  channel,  and  by  obfervation  in  the 
latitude  of.  16°  57'  S.  with  twenty  fathom  water. 
The  point  on  the  main,  of  which  we  were  now 
abrealt,  1 called  Cape  Grafton:  its  latitude  is 
16°  57'tb.,  and  longitude  214^’  6'  W.,  and  the 
land  here,  as  well  as  the  whole  coaft  for  about 
twenty  leagues  to  the  fouthward,  is  high,'  has  a 
rocky  furface,  and  is  thinly  covered  with  wood  : 
during  the  night  we  had  feen  feveral  fires,  and 
about  noon  fome  people.  Having  hauled  round 
Cape  Grafton,  we  found  the  land  trend  away 
N.  W.  by  W.j  and  three  miles  to  the  weftward 
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of  the  Cape  we  found  a bay,  in  which  we  an- 
chored  about  two  miles  from  the  fliore,  in  four  « — v- — * 
fathom  water  with  an  ouzey  bottom.  The  eaft  *“'■ 
point  of  the  bay  bore  S.  74  E.,  the  weft  point 
S.  83  W.,  and  a low,  green,  woody  ifland, 
which  lies  in  the  offing,  N.  35  E.  This  ifland, 
which  lies  N.  by  E.  ^ E.  diftant  three  or  four 
leagues  from  Cape  Grafton,  is  called  in  the  chart 
Green  Island. 

As  foon  as  the  fhip  was  brought  to  an  anchor, 

I went  afliore,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Banks  and 
Dr.  Solander.  As  my  principal  view  was  to 
procure  fome  frefh  water,  and  as  the  bottom  of 
the  bay  was  low  land  covered  with  mangroves, 
where  it  was  not  probable  frefli  water  was 
to  be  found,  I went  out  towards  the  Cape, 
and  found  two  fmall  ftreams,  which  however 
were  rendered  very  difficult  of  accefs  by  the  furf 
and  rocks  upon  the  fnore  : I faw  alfo,  as  I came 
round  the  Cape,  a fmall  ftream  of  water  run  over 
the  beach,  in  a fandy  cove,  but  I did  not  go  in 
with  the  boat,  becaufe  I faw  that  it  would  not  be 
eafy  to  land.  When  we  got  afliore,  we  found 
the  country  every  where  rifing  into  fteep  rocky 
hills,  and  as  no  frefh  water  could  conveniently 
be  procured,  I was  unwilling  to  lole  time  by  go- 
ing in  fearch  of  lower  land  elfewhere : we  there- 
fore made  the  beft  of  our  way  back  to  the  fhip, 
and  about  midnight  we  weighed  and  flood  to  the 
N.  W.,  having  but  little  wind,  with  fome  fliowers 
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of  rain.  At  four  in  the  morning,  the  breeze  frefli- 
. ■ cned  at  S.  by  E.  and  the  weatlier  became  fair : 

Sunday  lo.  continued  fleering  N.  N.  W.  4-  the 

land  lay,  at  about  three  leagues  diflance,  with 
ten,  twelve,  and  fourteen  fathom  water.  At 
ten,  we  hauled  off  north,  in  order  to  get  without 
a fmall  low  ifland,  which  lay  at  about  tv/o 
leagues  diflance  from  the  main,  and  great  part 
of  which  at  this  lime,  it  being  high-water,  was 
overflowed:  about  three  leagues  to  the  norths 
wefl  of  this  ifland,  clofe  under  the  main  land,  is 
another  ifland,  the  land  of  which  rifes  to  a greater 
height,  and  which  at  noon  bore  from  us  N.  55 
W.  diftant  feven  or  eiglit  miles.  At  this  time 
our  latitvide  was  16^  20  S,  Cape  Grafton  bore 
S.  29  E.  diftant  forty  miles,  and  the  norther- 
moft  point  of  land  in  fight  N.  20  W.  *,  our 
depth  of  water  was  fifteen  fathom.  Between 
this  point  and  Cape  Grafton,  the  fitore  forms  a 
large,  but  not  a very  deep  bay,  which  being  dil- 
covered  on  Trinity  Sunday,  I called  Trinity 
Bay. 
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CHAP.  II. 

T)qii^cvous  Situation  oj  the  Ship  in  her 
Courfe  from  Trinity  Bay  to  Endeavour 
River. 

Hitherto  we  had  fafely  navipted  ^^77°. 

this  dangerous  coaft,  where  the  fea  in  all  J 

parts  conceals  (hoals  that  fuddenly  projedl  from 
the  Ihore,  and  rocks  that  rife  abruptly  like  a 
pyramid  from  the  bottom,  for  an  extent  of  two 
and  twenty  degrees  of  latitude,  more  than  one 
thoufand  three  hundred  miles;  and  therefore 
hitherto  none  of  the  names  which  diftinguifh 
the  feveral  parts  of  the  country  that  we  faw,  are 
memorials  of  diftrefs;  but  here  we  became  ac- 
quainted with  misfortune,  and  we  therefore 
called  the  point  which  we  had  juft  feen  fartheft 
to  the  northward,  Cape  Tribulation. 

This  Cape  lies  in  latitude  i6°  6'  S.,  and  lon- 
gitude 214°  39  W.  We  fleered  along  the 
fhore  N.  by  W.  at  the  diftance  of  between  three 
and  four  leagues,  having  from  fourteen  to  twelve, 
and  ten  fathom  water : in  the  offing  we  faw  two 
Hands,  which  lie  in  latitude  16°  S.,  and  about 
fix  or  feven  leagues  from  the  main.  At  fix  in 
the  evening,  the  northermoft  land  in  fight  bore 
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N.  by  W.  4:  W.,  and  two  low  woody  illands, 
which  fome  of  us  took  to  be  rocks  above  water, 
bore  N.  4-  W.  At  this  time  we  fhortened  fail, 
and  hauled  off  fhore*E.  N.  E.  and  N.  E.  by  E. 
clofe  upon  a wind,  for  it  was  my  defign  to 
ftretch  off  all  night,  as  well  to  avoid  the  danger 
we  faw  ahead,  as  to  fee  whether  any  iflands  lay 
in  the  offing,  efpccially  as  we  were  now  near  the 
latitude  affigned  to  the  iflands  which  were  dif-. 
covered  by  Quiros,  and  which  fome  geogra- 
phers, for  v/hat  reafon  I know  not,  have  thought 
fit  to  join  to  this  land.  • We  had  the  advantage 
of  a fineffireeze,  and  a clear  moonlight  night,  and 
in'  flandihg  off  From  fix  till  near  nine  o’clock,  we 
deepeffie^d  our  water  from  fourteen  to  twenty- 
one  fathom  j but  while  we  were  at  fupper  it  fud- 
denly  fhoalcd,  and  we  fell  into  twelve,  ten,  and 
eight  fathom,  within  the  fpace  of  afevv  minutes; 
I immediately  ordered  every  body  to  their  fta- 
tion,  and  all  was  ready  to  put  about  and  come 
to  an  anchor,  but  meeting  at  the  next  call  of  the 
lead  with  deep  water  again,  we  concluded  that 
we  had  cone  over  the  tail  of  the  fhoals  w'hich 

^ r 

we  had  feen  at  fun-fet,  and  that  all  danger  was 
pafl;  before  ten,  we  had  twenty  and  one  and 
twenty  fathom,  and  this  depth  continuing,  the 
gentlemen  left  the  deck  in  great  tranquillity, 
and  went  to'bed;  but  a few  minutes  before 
eleven,  the  water  ffiallowed  at  once  from  twenty 
p fevenpen  fathom,  and  before  the  lead  could 
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be  caft  again,  the  fliip  ftruck,  and  remained 
immoveable,  except  by  the  heaving  of  the  furge, 
that  beat  her  againft  the  craggs  of  the  rock  upon 
which  file  lay.  In  a few  moments  every  body 
•was  upon  the  deck,  with  countenances  which 
fufficiently  exprefled  the  horrors  of  our  fitua- 
tion.  We  had  flood  off  the  fhore  three  hours 
and  a half,  with  a pleafant  breeze,  and  therefore 
knew  that  we  could  not  be  very  near  it,  and  we 
had  too  much  reafon  to  conclude  that  we  were 
upon  a rock  of  coral,  which  is  more  fatal 
than  any  other,  becaufe  the  points  of  it  are 
fharp,  and  every  part  of  the  furface  fo  rough  as 
to  grind  away  whatever  is  rubbed  againft  it, 
even  with  the  gentleft  motion.  In  this  fituation 
all  the  fails  were  immediately  taken  in,  and  the 
boats  hoifted  out  to  examine  the  depth  of  wa- 
ter round  the  fhip:  we  foon  difeovered  that  our 
fears  had  not  aggravated  our  misfortune,  and 
that  the  vefiel  had  been  lifted  over  a ledge  of  the 
rock,  and  lay  in  a hollow  within  it:  in  fome 
places  there  was  from  three  to  four  fathom,  and 
in  others  not  fo  many  feet.  The  ftiip  lay  with 
her  head  to  the  N.  E. ; and  at  the  diftance  of 
about  thirty  yards  on  the  ftarboard  fide,  the 
water  deepened  to  eight,  ten,  and  twelve  fathom. 
As  foon  as  the  long-boat  was  out,  we  ftruck  our 
yards  and  topmafts,  and  carried  out  the  ftream 
anchor  on  the  ftarboard  bow,  got  the  coafting 
;inchor  and  cable  into  the  boat,  and  were  going 

to 
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to  carry  it  out  the  fame  wayj  but  upon  found- 
ing a fecond  time  round  the  fhip,  the  water  was 
found  to  be  deepeft  aftern  : the  -anchor  there- 
fore was  carried  out  from  the  (larboard  quarter 
infteadofthe  (larboard  bow,  that  is,  from  the 
(lern  inilead  of  the  head,  and-  having  taken 
ground,  our  utmod  force  was  applied  to  the 
capftern,  hoping  that  if  tlie  anchor  did  not  come 
home,  the  (hip  would  be  got  off,  but  to  our 
great  misfortune  and  difappointment  we  could 
not  move  her : during  all  this  time  (he  conti- 
nued to  beat  with  great  violence  againft  the 
rock,  fo  that  it  was  with  the  utmoft  difficulty 
that  we  kept  upon  our  legs  j and  to  complete  the 
fcene  of  diflrefs,  we  faw  by  the  jight  of  the. 
moon  the  Iheathing  boards  (^rom  the  bottom  of 
the  veifcl  floating  away  all  round  her,  and  at  lad 
her  falfe  keel,  fo  that  every  moment  was  making 
way  for  the  lea  to  ru(h  in  which  was  to  fwallovy 
us  up.  We  had  now  no  chance  but  to  lighten 
her,  and  we  had  lod  the  opportunity  of  doing 
that  to  the  greated  advantage,  for  unhappily 
we  went  on  (hore  jud  at  high  water,  and  by  this 
time  it  had  corrfiderably  fallen,  fo  that  after  (he 
ihould  be  lightened  fo  as  to  draw  as  much  lefs 
water  as  the  water  had  funk,  we  fhould  be  but 
in  the  fame  fituation  as  at  fird;  and  the  only 
alleviation  of  this  circumdance  was,  that  as  the 
tide  ebbed  the  fnip  fettled  to  the  rocks,  and  was 
not  beaten  againd  them  with  fo  much  violence. 

We 
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-We  had  indeed  ibme  hope  from  the  next  tide,  but 
it  was  doubtfut  whether  fhe  would  hold  together 
fo  long,  efpecially  as  the  reck  kept  grating  her 
jbottom  under  the  (larboard  bow  with  fuch  force 
as  to  be  heard  in  the  fore  (lore-room.  This 
however  was  no  time  to  indulge  conjedlurc,  nor 
was  any  effort  remitted  in  delpair  of  fuccefs  : 
that  no  time  might  be  loft,  the  water  was  imme- 
diately ftarted  in  the  hold,  and  pumped  up  ; fix 
of  our  guns, ' being  all  we  had  upon  the  deck, 
our  iron  and  (lone  ballad,  calks,  hoop  (laves, 
oil  jars,  decayed  (lores,  and  many  other  things 
that  lay  in  the  way  of  heavier  materials,  wer^ 
thrown  overboard  with  the  utmoft  expedition, 
every  one  exerting  himfelf  with  an  alacrity  al- 
moft  approaching  to  cheerfulnefs,  without  the 
lead  repining  or  difeontentj  yet  the  men  were 
fo  far  impreft  with  a fenfe  of  their  fituation, 
that  not  an  oath  was  heard  among  them,  the 
habit  of  profanenefs,  however  ftrong,  being  in- 
ftantly  fubdued,  by  the  dread  of  incurring  guilt 
when  death  feemed  to  be  fo  near. 

t 

While  we  were  thus  employed,  day  broke 
upon  us,  and  we  faw  the  land  at  about  eight 
leagues  diftance,  without  any  idand  in  the  in- 
termediate fpace,  upon  which,  if  the  (hip  (hould 
have  gone  to  pieces,  we  might  have  been  fet 
alhore  by  the  boats,  and  from  which  they  might 
have  taken  us  by  different  turns  to  the  main  : 
the  wind  however  gradually  died  away,  and 
6 early 
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early  in  the  forenoon  it  was  a dead  calm ; if  it 
liad  blown  hard,  the  (liip  miifl:  inevitably  have 
been  deftroyed. , At  eleven  in  the  forenoon  we 
expefted  high  water,  and  anchors  were  got  out, 
and  every  thing  made  ready  for  another  effort  to 
heave  her  off  if  flie  fhould  float,  but  to  otir  inex- 
preflible  furprife  and  concern  llie  did  not  float  by 
a foot  and  a half,  though  we  had  lightened  her 
near. fifty  ton,  fo  much  did  the. day-tide  fall 
ftort  of  that  in  the, night.  We, now  proceeded 
to  lighten  her  ftill  more,  and  threw  overboard 
every  thing  that  it  was  poflible  for  us  to  ipare  : 
hitherto  flie  had  not  admitted  much  water,  but 
as  the  tide  fell,  it  ruflied  in  fo  fafl-,  that  two 
pumps,  inceffantly  worked,  could  fcarcely  keep 
hei  free.  At  two  o’clock,  flie  Jay  heeling  tw'o 
or  three  ftreaks  to  ftarboard,  and  the  pinnace, 
which  lay  under  her  bows,  touched  the  ground : 
vyejiad  now  no  hope  but  from  the  tide  at  mid- 
night, and  to  prepare  for  it  we  carried  out  our 
two  bower  anchors,  one  on  the  ;ftarboard  quar- 
ter, and  the  other  right  a-ftern,'  got  the  blocks 
and  tackle  which  were  to  give  us  a purchafe 
upon  the  cables  in  order,  and  brought  the  falls 
or  ends  of  them,  in  abaft,  flraining  them  tight, 
that  the  next  effort  might  operate  upon  the 
{hip,  and  by  fhortening  the  length  of  the  cable 
betw^een  that  and  the  anchors,  draw  her  off  the 
ledge  upon  which  ihe  refled,  towards  the  deep 
water.  About  fiv’^e  o’clock  in  the  afternoon. 
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we  obi'erved  the  tide  begin  to  rife,  but* we  ob- 
lerved  at  the  fame  time  that  the  leak  increafed 
to  a moft -alarming  degree,  fo  that  two  more 
pumps  were  manned,  but  unhappily  only  one  of 
them  would  work:  three  of  the  pumps  however 
were  kept  going,  and  at  nine  o’clock  the  fhip 
righted,  but  the  leak  had  gained  upon  us  fo 
confiderably,  that  it  was  imagined  file  mull  go 
to  the  bottom  as  foon  as  fiie  ceafed  to  be  fup- 
ported  by  the  rock  : this  was  a dreadful  cir- 
cumftance,  fo  that  we  anticipated  the  floating 
of -the  fhip  not  as  an  earneft  of  deliverance,  but 
as  an  event ‘that  would  probably  precipitate  our 
deftruclion.  We  well  knew  that  our  boats  were 
not  capable  of  carrying  us  all  on  fiiore,  and  that 
when  the  dreadful  crifis  fhould  arrive,  as  all  com- 
m.and  and  fubordi'nation  would  be  at  an  end,  a 
conteft:  for  preference  would  probably  enfue,that 
would  increafe  even  the  horrors  of  fiiipwreck,  and 
terminate  in  the  deftruflion  of  us  all  by  the  hands 
of  each  other-,  yet  we  knew  that  if  any  fliould 
be  left  on  board  to  perifii  in  the  waves,  they 
would  probably  fuffer  lefs  upon  the  whole  than 
thofe  who  fliould  get  on  fiiore,  without  any  lafl- 
ing  or  effedlual  defence  againft  the  natives,  in  a 
country,  where  even  nets  and  fire-arms  would 
fcarcely  furnifh  them  with  food-,  and  where,  if 
they  fiiould  find  the  means  of  fubfiftence,  they 
niufl  be  condemned  to  languifii  out  the  remain* 
der  of  life  in  a defolate  wildernefs,  without  the 
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J770.  poffeflion,  or  even  hope,  of  any  domeftic  com- 

June.  ^ 

« — 1 rort,  and  cut  off  from  ail  commerce  with  man- 

Mojiday  II.  except  thc  naked  Tavages  who  prowled  the 

defert,  and  who  perhaps  were  fome  of  the  moft 
rude  and  uncivilized  upon  the  earth. 

To  thofe  only  who  have  waited  in  a ftate  of 
fuch  fufpenfe,  death  has  approached  in  all  his 
terrors;  and  as  the  dreadful  moment  that  was  to 
determine  our  fate  came  on,  every  one  faw  his 
own  fenfations  pidlured  in  the  countenances  of 
his  companions : however  the  capftan  and  wind- 
lace  were  manned  with  as  many  hands  as  could 
be  fpared  from  the  pumps,  and  the  fhip  floating 
about  twenty  minutes  after  ten  o’clock,  the 
effort  was  made,  and  flie  was  heaved  into  deep 
water.  It  was  fome  comfort  to  find  that  Ihe 
did  not  now  admit  more  water  than  fhe  had 
done  upon  the  rock  ; and  though,  by  the  gain- 
ing of  the  leak  upon  the  pumps,  there  was  no 
lefs  than  three  feet  nine  inches  water  in  the  hold, 
yet  the  men  did  not  relinquifli  their  labour,  and 
we  held  the  water  as  it  were  at  bay  ; but  having 
now  endured  excefiive  fatigue  of  body  and  agi- 
tation of  mind  for  more  than  four  and  twenty 
hours,  and  having  but  little  hope  of  fucceeding 
at  laft,  they  began  to  flag : none  of  them  could 
work  at  the  pump  more  than  five  or  fix  minutes 
together,  and  then,  being  totally  exhauflied,  they 
threw  themfelves  down  upon  the  deck,  though  a 
ftream  of  water  -w'as  running  over  it  from  the 
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when  thofc  who  fucceeded  them  had  worked  

their  fpell,  and  were  exhaufted  in  their  turn, 
they  threw  themfelves  down  in  the  fame  manner, 
and  the  others  ftarted  up  again,  and  renewed  their 
labour;  thus  relieving  each  other  till  an  accident 
was  very  near  putting  an  end  to  their  efforts  at 
once.  The  planking  which  lines  the  infide  of 
the  fhip’s  bottom  is  called  the  deling,  and  be- 
tween this,  and  the  outfide  planking,  there  is  a 
fpace  of  about  eighteen  inches : the  man  who 
till  this  time  had  attended  the  well  to  take  the 
depth  of  Water,  had  taken  it  only  to  the  deling, 
and  gave  the  meafure  accordingly  ; but  he  be- 
ing now  relieved,  the  perfon  who  came  in  his 
dead,  reckoned  the  depth  to  the  outfide  plank- 
ing,  by  which  it  appeared  in  a few  minutes  to 
have  gained  upon  the  pumps  eighteen  inches, 
the  difference  between  the  planking  without  and 
within.  Upon  this,  even  the  braved  was  upon 
the  point  of  giving  up  his  labour  with  his  hope, 
and  in  a few  minutes  every  thing  would  have 
been  involved  in  all  the  confufion  of  defpair.  But 
this  accident,  however  dreadful  in  its  firft  confe- 
quences,  was  eventually  the  caufe  of  our  prefer- 
vation:  the  miftake  was  foon  deteded,  and  the 
fudden  joy  which  every  man  felt  upon  finding 
his  fituation  better  than  his  fears  had  fuggefled, 
operated  like  a charm,  and  feemed  to  polfefs 
him  with  a ftrong  belief  that  fcarcely  any 

real 
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770*  real  danger  remained.  New  confidence  and  new* 

June* 

% — , — hope,  however  founded,  infpired  new  vigour*, 
Monday  II.  though  our  Hate  was  the  lame  as  when  the 
men  firft  began  to  llacken  in  their  labour, 
through  wearinefs  and  defpondency,  they  now 
renewed  their  efforts  with  fuch  alacrity  and 
fpirit,  that  before  eight  o’clock  in  the  morning 
the  leak  was  lb  far  from  having  gained  upon  the 
pumps,  that  the  pumps  had  gained  confiderably 
upon  the  leak.  Every  body  now  talked  of  get- 
ting the  fliip  into  Ibme  harbour,  as  a thing 
not  to  be  doubted,  and  as  hands  could  be 
fpared,  from  the  pumps,  they  were  employed  in 
getting  up  the  anchors ; the  ftream  anchor  and 
bell  bower  we  had  taken  on  board  j but  it  was 
found  impofiible  to  fave  the  little  bower,  and 
therefore  it  was  cut  away  at  a whole  cable  : we 
loft  alfo  the  cable  of  the  ftream  anchor  among 
the  rocks;  but  in  our  fituation  thefe  were  trifles 
which  Icarcely  attrafted  our  . notice.  Our  next 
bufinefs  was  to  get  up  the  fore  top- mail,  and 
fore-yard,  and  warp  the  fldp  to  the  fouth-eaft, 
and  at  eleven,  having  now  a breeze  from  the 
lea,  we  once  more  got  under  fail  and  flood  for 
the  land. 

It  was  however  impofiible  long  to  continue 
the  labour  by  which  the  pumps  had  been  made 
to  gain  upon  the  leak,  and  as  the  exa£l  fituation 
of  it  could  not  be  difeovered,  we  had  no  hope 
of  Hopping  it  widiin.  In  this  fituation,  Mr. 
^ Monkhoufe, 


round  the  world. 

Monkhoufe,  one  of  my  midfhipmen,  came  to 
me  and  propofed  an  expedient  that  he* had  once 
feen  ufed  on  board  a merchant  fldp,  which 
fprung  a leak  that  admitted  above  four  feet  wa- 
ter an  hour,  and  which  by  this  expedient  was 
brought  fafely  from  Virginia  to  London;  the 
mafter  having  fuch  confidence  in  it,  that  he  took 
her  out  of  harbour,  knowing  her  condition,  and 
did  not  think  it  worth  while  to  wait  till  the  leak 
could  be  otherwife  flopped.  To  this  man, 
therefore,  the  care  of  the  expedient,  which  is 
called  fothering  the  fhip,  was  immediately  com- 
mitted, four  or  five  of  the  people  being  appoint- 
ed to  affift  him,  and  he  performed  it  in  this 
manner:  He  took  a lower  fludding  fail,  and 
having  mixed  together  a large  quantity  of  oak- 
ham  and  wool,  chopped  pretty  fmall,  he  Hitched 
it  down  in  handfuls  upon  the  fail,  as  lightly  as 
poffible,  and  over  this  he  fpread  the  dung  of 
our  fheep  and  other  filth;  but  horfe  dung,  if 
we  had  had  it,  would  have  been  better.  W hen 
the  fail  was  thus  prepared,  it  was  hauled  under 
the  fhip’s  bottom  by  ropes,  which  kept  it  ex- 
tended, and  when  it  came  under  the  leak,  the 
fudlion  which  carried  in  the  water,  carried  in 
with  it  the  oakham  and  wool  from  the  furface 
of  the  fail,  which  in  other  parts  the  water  was 
not  fufficiently  agitated  to  wafh  off.  By  the 
fuccefs  of  this  expedient  our  leak  was  fo  far  re- 
duced, that  inflead  of  gaining  upon  three 
VoL.  IV.  H pumps. 
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pumps,  it  was  eafily  kept  under  with  one,- 
This  was  a new  fource  of  confidence  and  com- 
fort; the  people  could  fcarcely  have  exprefled 
more  joy  if  they  had  been  already  in  port;  and 
their  views  were  fo  far  from  being  limited  tO' 
running  the  fliip  aJQiore  in  fome  harbour,  either 
of  an  ifland  or  the  main,  and  building  a veffel 
out  of  her  materials  to  carry  us  to  the  Eaft  In-^ 
dies,  which  had  fo  lately  been  the  utmoft  objefb 
of  our  hope,  that  nothing  was  now  thought  of 
but  ranging  along  the  flmre  in  fearch  of  a con- 
venient place  to  repair  the  damage  flie  had  fuf- 
tained,  and  then  profecuting  the  voyage  upon  the 
fame  plan  as  if  nothing  had  happened.  Upon 
this  occafion  I mufl  obferve,  both  in  juftice  and. 
gratitude  to  the  (hip’s  company,  and  the  gentle- 
men on  board,  that  although  in  the  midft  of  our 
diflrefs  every  one  feemed  to  have  a juft  fenfe  of 
his  danger,  yet  no  pafTionate  exclamations,  or 
frantic  geftures,  were  to  be  heard  or  feen ; every 
one  appeared  to  have  the  perfeft-  poffelTion  of  his 
mind;  and  every  one  exerted  himfelf  to  the  ut- 
termoft,  with  a quiet  and  patient  perfeverance,, 
equally  diftant  from  the  tumultuous  violence  of 
terror,  and  the  gloomy  inadtivity  of  defpair. 

In  the  mean  time,  having  light  airs  at  E,  S.  E. 
we  got  up  the  main-topmaft,  and  main-yard,, 
and  kept  edging  in  for  the  land,  till  about  fix. 
o’clock  in  the  evenins:  when  we  came  to  an  an- 

w * 

chor  in  feventcen  fathom  water,  at  ths  diftance 
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of  feven  leagues  from  the  fliore,  and  one  *^770. 
from  the  ledge  of  rocks  upon  which  we  had  < — . — > 

n 1 Tuefday  12. 

ftruck. 

This  ledge  or  Ihoal  lies  in  latitude  1 5°  45'  S., 
and  between  fix  and  feven  leagues  from  the 
main.  It  is  not  however  the  only  flioal  on  this 
part  of  the  coaft,  efpecially  to  the  northward  j 
and  at  this  time  we  faw  one  to  the  fouthward, 
the  tail  of  which  we  pafTed  over,  when  we  had 
uneven  foundings  about  two  hours  before  we 
ftruck.  A part  of  this  Ihoal  is  always  above 
water,  and  has  the  appearance  of  white  fand  : a 
part  alfo  of  that  upon  which  we  had  lain  is  dry 
at  low  water,  and  in  that  place  confifts  of  fand 
ftones ; but  all  the  reft  of  it  is  a coral  rock. 

While  we  lay  at  anchor  for  the  night,  we 
found  that  the  fliip  made  about  fifteen  inches 
water  an  hour,  from  v/hich  no  immediate  dan- 
ger was  to  be  apprehended  j and  at  fix  o’clock  Wednef,  13, 
in  the  morning,  we  weighed  and  ftood  to  the 
N.  W.  ftill  edging  in  for  the  land  with  a gentle 
breeze  at  S.  S.  E.  At  nine  we  pafied  clofe  with- 
out two  fmall  ifiands  that  lie  in  latitude  1 5°  41"  S. 
and  about  four  leagues  from  the  main:  to  reach 
thefe  ifiands  had,  in  the  height  of  our  diftrefs,been 
the  objedl  of  our  hope,  or  perhaps  rather  of  our 
v/ifhes,and  therefore  I called  them  Hope  Islands. 

At  noon  we  were  about  three  leagues  from  the 
land,  and  in  latitude  15®  37' S.-,  the  northermoft 
part  of  the  main  in  fight  bore  N,  30  W. ; and 
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Hope  Iflands  extended  from  S.  30  E.  to  S.  40 
In  this  fituation  we  had  twelve  fathom  water, 
and  feveral  fand-banks  without  us.  At  this 
time  the  leak  had  not  increafed ; but  that  we 
might-  be  prepared  for  all  events^  we  got  the  fail 
ready-  for  another  fothering.  In  the  afternoon, 
having  a.  gentle  breeze  at  S.  E.  by  E.,.  I fent  out 
the  mafter  with  two  boats,  as  well  to  found  a- 

t 

head  of  the  Ihip,  as  to  look  out  for  a harbour 
where  we  might  repair  our  defedls,  and  put  the 
Ihip  in  a proper  trim.  At  three  o’clock,  we  faw 
an  opening  that  had  the  appearance  of  an  har- 
bour, and  flood  off  and  on  while  the  boats  exa- 
mined it;  but  they  foon  found  that  there  was  not 
depth  of  water  in  it  fufficient  for  the  lliip. 
When  it  was  near  fun-fet,  there  being  many 
Ihoals  about  us,  we  anchored,  in  four  fathom,  at 
the  diftance  of  about  two  miles  from  the  fhore, 
theland  extending  from  N.  i E.  to  S.  by  E.  i E. 
The  pinnace  was  ftill  out  with  one  of  the  mates 
but  at  nine  o’clock  fhe  returned,  and  reported, 
that  about  two  leagues  to  leeward  fhe  had  difeo- 
vered  juft  fuch  a harbour  as  we  wanted,  in  which 
there  was  a fufficient  rile  of  water,,  and  every 
other  convenience  that  could  be  defined,  either 
for  laying  the  fhip  afliore,  or  heaving  herd  own. 

In  confequence  of  this  information,  I weighed 
at  fix  o’clock  in  the  morning,  and  having  fent 
two  boats  a-head,  to  lie  upon  the  fhoals  that  we 
faw  in  our  way,  we  ran  down  to  the  place ; but 
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ftotwithftanding  our  precaution,  we  were  once  in 
t-hree  fathom  water.  As  foon  as  thefe  flioals  — -i 

were  pafTed,  I fent  the  boats  to  lie  in  the  channel 
that  led  to  the  harbour,  and  by  this  time  it  be- 
gan to  blow.  It  was  happy  for  us  that  a place 
of  refuge  was  at  hand;  for  we  foon  found  that 
the  fhip  would  not  work,  having  twice  miffed 
ftays : our  fituation,  however,  though  it  might 
have  been  much  worfe,  was  not  without  danger; 
we  were  errtangled  among  fhoals,  and  1 had 
great  reafon  to  fear  being  driven  to  leeward,  be- 
fore the  boats  could  place  themfelves  fo  as  to 
prefcribe  our  courfe.  I therefore  anchored  in 
four  fathom,  about  a mile  from  the  fliore,  and 
then  made  the  fignal  for  the  boats  to  come  on 
board.  When  this  was  done  I went  myfelf  and 
buoyed  the  channel,  which  I found  very  narrow; 
the  harbour  alfo  1 found  fmaller  than  I expedled, 
but  mofl;  excellently  adapted  to  our  purpofe;  . 
and  it  is  remarkable,  that  in  the  whole  courfe  of 
our  voyage  we  had  feen  no  place  which,  in  our 
prefent  circumftances,  could  have  afforded  us 
the  fame  relief.  At  noon,  our  latitude  was  15° 

26'  S.  During  all  the  reft  of  this  day,  and  the 
whole  night,  it  blew  too  frefh  for  us  to  venture 
from  our  anchor  and  run  into  the  harbour;  and 
for  our  farther  fecurity,  we  got  down  the  top- 
gallant yards,  unbent  the  mainfail  and  fome  of 
the  fmall  fails ; got  down  the  fore-top-gallant 
•maft,  and  the  gibb  boom,  and  fprit-fail,  with  a 
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lighten  the  fliip  forwards  as  much  as 
^ pofllble,  in  order  to  come  at  her  leak,  which  we 
Thurfj.  i4,  jLippofed  to  be  fomewhere  in  that  part ; for  in 

all  the  joy  of  our  unexpedted  deliverance,  we 
had  not  forgot  that  at  this  time  there  was  no- 
thing but  a lock  of  wool  between  us  and  de- 
F ‘d  ftrudlion.  The  gale  continuing,  we  kept  our 
Saturd.  i6.  ft^tion  all  thc  15th.  On  the  i6th,  it  was  fome- 
what  more  moderate;  and  about  fix  o’clock  in 
the  morning,  we  hove  the  cable  fhort,  with  a 
defign  to  get  under  fail,  but  were  obliged  to  de- 
fift,  and  veer  it  out  again.  It  is  remarkable  that 
the  fea- breeze,  which  blew  frelh  when  we  an- 
chored, continued  to  do  fo  almofl  every  day 
while  we  flayed  here;  it  was  calm  only  while  we 
were  upon  the  rock,  except  once;  and  even  the 
gale  that  afterwards  wafted  us  to  the  fhore, 
w^ould  then  certainly  have  beaten  us  to  pieces.  In 
the  evening  of  the  preceding  day,  we  had  ob- 
lerved  a fire  near  the  beach  over  againfl  us;  and 
as  it  would  be  neceffary  for  us  to  Hay  fome  time 
in  this  place,  we  were  not  without  hope  of  mak- 
ing an  acquaintance  with  the  people.  We  faw 
more  fires  upon  the  hills  to-day,  and  with  our 
glaffes  difcDvered  four  Indians  going  along  ilie 
fhore,  who  flopped  and  made  two  fires;  but  for. 
what  purpofe  it  was  impoffible  we  fhould  guefs. 
The  feurvy  now  began  to  make  its  appear- 
ance among  us,  with  many  formidable  fymp- 
toms.  Our  poor  Indian,  Tupia,  who  had  fome 
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time  before  complained  that  his  gums  were  fore 
and  fwelled,  and  who  had  taken  plentifully  of  i — . — » 
our  lemon  juice  by  the  furgeon’s  diredtion,  had 
now  livid  fpots  upon  his  legs,  and  other  indu- 
bitable tehimonics  that  the  difeafe  had  made  a 
•rapid  progrefs,  notwithftanding  all  our  remedies, 
among  which  the  bark  had  been  liberally  ad- 
miniftered.  Mr.  Green,  our  aftronomer,  was 
alfo  declining;  and  thefe,  among  other  circum- 
ftances,  embittered  the  delay  which  prevented 
our  going  afliore. 

In  the  morning  of  the  17th,  though  the  wind  Sunday  17. 
was  ftill  frefh,  we  ventured  to  w'eigh,  and  pufli 
in  for  the  harbour;  but  in  doing  this  we  twice 
run  the  fhip  aground;  the  firft  time  fne  went  off 
without  any  trouble,  but  the  fecond  time  ilie 
Ruck  fall.  We  now  got  down  the  fore  yard, 
fore  top-mafls,  and  booms,  and  taking  them 
overboard,  made  a raft  of  them  alongfide  of  the 
Ihip.  The  tide  was  happily  rifing,  and  about 
one  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  flie  floated.  We 
foon  w'arped  her  into  the  harbour,  and  having 
moored  her  alongfide  of  a fteep  beach  to  the 
fouth,  we  got  the  anchors,  cables,  and  all  the 
Rawfers  on  fhore  before  night. 
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CHAP.  IV. 

TranfaElions  ^hile  the  Ship  'was  rejitting  In 
Endea'voicr  Ri'ver:  A Defcription  of  the 
adjacent  Country,  its  Inhabitants,  and 
P roduSlions , 

' junf;  I ^ morning  of  Monday  the  i8th,  a ftage 
< — 1 was  made  from  the  fhip  to  the  Ihore,  which 
Monday*?,  was  fo  bold  that  Ihe  floated  at  twenty  feet 
diftance  : two  tents  were  alfo  fet  up,  one  for  the 
fick,  and  the  other  for  ftores  and  provifions, 
which  were  landed  in  the  courfe  of  the  day. 
We  alfo  landed  all  the  empty  water-cafks,  and 
pait  of  the  ftores.  As  foon  as  the  tent  for  the 
fick  was  got  ready  for  their  reception,  they  were 
fent  afliore  to  the  number  of  eight  or  nine,  and 
the  boat  was  difpatched  to  haul  the  feine,  in 
hopes  of  procuring  fome  fifli  for  their  refrelh- 
ment;  but  fhe  returned  without  fucccfs.  In  the 
mean  time,  I climbed  one  of  the  higheft  hills 
among  thof  ;hat  overlooked  the  harbour, 
which  affbrde  by  no  means  a comfortable  pro- 
fpe(5l : the  low  land  near  the  river  is  wholly 
over-run  with  mangroves,  among  which  the  falt- 
water  flows  every  tide;  and  the  high  land  ap- 
peared to  be  every  where  ftoney  and  barren.  In 
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the  mean  time  Mr.  Banks  had  alfo  taken  a walk  1770. 
up  the  country,  and  met  with  the  frames  of  feve- 
ral  old  Indian  houfes,  and  places  where  they  had  Monday  is, 
drelTed  Ihell-fifh  ; but  they  feemed  not  to  have 
been  frequented  for  fome  months.  Tupia,  who 
had  employed  himfelf  in  angling,  and  lived  en- 
tirely upon  what  he  caught,  recovered  in  a fur- 
prifmg  degree;  but  Mr.  Green  ftill  continued  to 
be  extremely  ill. 

The  next  morning  I got  the  four  remaining  Tuerjayig. 
guns  out  of  the  hold,  and  mounted  them  upon 
the  quarter-deck ; I alfo  got  a fpare  anchor,  and 
anchor- ftock  alhore,  and  the  remaining  part  of 
the  ftores  and  ballaft  that  were  in  the  hold  : fet 
up  the  fmich’s  forge,  and  employed  the  armourer 
and  his  mate  to  make  nails  and  other  neceffaries 
for  the  repair  of  the  fhip.  In  the  afternoon,  all 
the  officers’  ftores  and  the  ground  tier  of  water 
were  got  out ; fo  that  nothing  remained  in  the 
fore  and  main  hold,  but  the  coals,  and  a fmall 
quantity  of  ftone  ballaft.  This  day  Mr.  Banks 
crofted  the  river  to  take  a view  of  the  country 
on  the  other  fide:  he  found  it  confift  principally 
of  fand  hills,  where  he  faw  fome  Indian  houfes, 
which  appeared  to  have  been  very  lately  inha- 
bited. In  his  walk,  he  met  with  vaft  flocks  of 
pigeons  and  crows:  of  the  pigeons,  which  were 
exceedingly  beautiful,  he  ffiot  feveral;  but  the 
crows,  which  were  exactly  like  thofe  in  England, 
were  fo  ffiy  that  he  could  not  get  within  reach 
of  them. 
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On  the  20th)  we  landed  the  powder,  and  got 
out  the  ftone  ballaft  and  wood,  which  brought 
the  fnip’s  draught  of  water  to  eight  feet  ten 
inches  forward,  and  thirteen  feet  abaft;  and  this 
I thought,  with  the  difference  that  would  be 
made  by  trimming  the  coals  aft,  would  be  fuf- 
ficient;  for  I found  that  the  water  rofe  and  fell 
perpendicularly  eight  feet  at  the  fpring-.tides: 
but  as  foon  as  the  coals  were  trimmed  from  over 
the  leak,  we  could  hear  the  water  rufli  in  a little 
abaft  the  foremaft,  about  three  feet  from  the 
keel : this  determined  me  to  clear  the  hold  en- 
tirely. This  evening,  Mr.  Banks  obferved  that 
in  many  parts  of  the  inlet  there  were  large 
Quantities  of  pumice  ftones,  which  lay  at  a con- 
fiderable  diftance  above  high-water  mark;  whi- 
ther they  might  have  been  carried  either  by  the 
frefhes  or  extraordinary  high  tides,  for  there 
could  be  no  doubt  but  that  they  came  from  the 
fea. 

The  next  morning  we  went  early  to  work, 
and  by  four  o’clock  in  the  afternoon  had  got 
out  all  the  coals,  caff  the  moorings  loofe,  and 
warped  the  flnp  a little  higher  up  the  harbour 
to  a place  which  I thought  mod  convenient  for 
laying  her  afliore  in  order  to  (lop  the  leak.  Her 
draught  of  water  forward  was  now  feven  feet 
nine  inches,  and  abaft  thirteen  feet  fix  inches. 
At  eight  o’clock,  it  being  high-water,  I hauled 

her  bow  clofe  affiore ; but  kept  her  Hern  afloat, 
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ever  neceflary  to  lay  the  whole  of  her  as  near 
the  ground  as  poffible. 

At  two  o’clock  in  the  morning  of  the  2 2d,  the 
tide  left  her,  and  gave  us  an  opportunity  to  exa- 
mine the  leak,  which  we  found  to  be  at  her  floor 
heads,  a little  before  the  {larboard  fore-chains. 
In  this  place  the  rocks  had  made  their  way 
through  four  planks,  and  even  into  the  timbers; 
three  more  planks  were  much  damaged,  and  the 
appearance  of  thefe  breaches  was  very  extraordi- 
nary: there  was  not  a fplinter  to  be  feen,  but  all 
was  as  fmooth,  as  if  the  whole  had  been  cut  away 
by  an  inftrument : the  timbers  in  this  place  were 
happily  very  clofe,  and  if  they  had  not,  it  would 
have  been  abfolutely  impoflible  to  have  faved 
the  (hip.  But  after  all,  her  prefervation  de- 
pended upon  a circumftance  flill  more  remark- 
able : one  of  the  holes,  which  was  big  enough 
to  have  funk  us,  if  we  had  had  eight  pumps  in- 
ilead  of  four,  and  been  able  to  keep  them  in- 
ceflfantly  going,  was  in  great  meafure  plugged 
up  by  a fragment  of  the  rock,  which,  after  hav- 
ing made  the  wound,  was  left  flicking  in  it ; fo 
that  the  water  which  at  firfl  had  gained  upon 
our  pumps,  was  what  came  in  at  the  interflices, 
between  the  ftone  and  the  edges  of  the  hole  that 
received  it.  We  found  alfo  feveral  pieces  of  the 
fothering,  which  had  made  their  way  between 
the  timbers,  and  in  a great  meafure  flopped  thole 
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parts  of  the  leak  which  the  ftone  had  left  open. 
Upon  further  examination,  we  found  that,  be- 
fides  the  leak,  confiderable  damage  had  been 
done  to  the  bottom  ; great  part  of  the  fheathing 
was  gone  from  under  the  larboard  bow,  a con- 
fiderable part  of  the  falfe  keel  was  alfo  wanting, 
and  thefe  indeed  we  had  feen  Iwim  away  in  frag- 
ments from  the  veflel,  while  Ihe  lay  beating 
againft  the  rock:  the  remainder  of  it  was  in  fo 
lhattered  a condition  that  it  had  better  have  been 
gone,  and 'the  fore  foot  and  main  keel  were  alfo 
damaged,  but  not  fo  as  to  produce  any  immediate 
danger;  what  damage  Ihe  might  have  received 
abaft  could  not  yet  be  exaftly  known,  but  we 
had  reafon  to  think  it  was  not  much,  as  but  little 
water  made  its  way  into  her  bottom,  while  the 
tide  kept  below  the  leak  which  has  already  been 
defcribcd.  By  nine  o’clock  in  the  morning  the 
carpenters  got  to  work  upon  her,  while  the 
fmiths  were  bufy  in  making  bolts  and  nails. 
In  the  mean  time,  fome  of  the  people  were  fenc 
on  the  other  fide  of  the  water  to  fhoot  pigeons 
for  the  fick,  who  at  their  return  reported  that 
they  had  feen  an  animal  as  large  as  a grey- 
hound, of  a flender  make,  a moufe  colour,  and 
extremely  fwift;  they  difcovered  alfo  many  In- 
dian houfes,  and  a fine  ftream  of  frefh  water. 

The  next  morning,  I fent  a boat  to  haul  the 
feinej  but  at  noon  it  returned  with  only  three 
fiQi,  and  yet  we  faw  them  in  plenty  leaping  about 

the 
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the  harbour.  This  day  the  carpenter  finifhed  the  1770, 
repairs  that  were  neceffary  on  the  ftarboard  fide;  t — -v — «J 
and  at  nine  o’clock  in  the  evening,  we  heeled  the 
fhip  the  other  way,  and  hauled  her  off  about  two 
feet  for  fear  of  neiping.  This  day  almoft  every 
body  had  feen  the  animal  which  the  pigeon- 
Ihooters  had  brought  an  account  of  the  day  be- 
fore*, and  one  of  the  feamen,  who  had  been  ram- 
bling in  the  woods,  told  us  at  his  return,  that  he 
verily  believed  he  had  feen  the  devil : we  natu- 
rally inquired  in  what  form  he  had  appeared,  and 
his  anfwer  was  in  fo  fingular  a ftyle  that  I fhall 
fet  down  his  own  words  j “ He  was,  fays  John, 

“ as  large  as  a one  gallon  keg,  and  very  like  it ; 

“ he  had  horns  and  wings,  yet  he  crept  fo  flowly 
“ through  the  grafs,  that  if  I had  not  been 
“ afeard  I might  have  touched  him.”  This  for- 
midable apparition  we  afterwards  difcovered  to 
have  been  a batt ; and  the  batts  here  mull  be 
acknowledged  to  have  a frightful  appearance, 
for  they  are  nearly  black,  and  full  as  large  as  a 
partridge*,  they  have  indeed  no  horns,  but  the 
fancy  of  a man  who  thought  he  faw  the  devil 
might  eafily  fupply  that  defedt. 

Early  on  the  24th,  the  carpenters  began  to  sund.y  2^, 
repair  the  (heathing  under  the  larboard  bow, 
where  we  found  two  planks  cut  about  half 
through;  and  in  the  mean  time  I fent  a party 
of  men,  under  the  diredlion  of  Mr.  Gore,  in 
fearch  of  refrefliments  for  the  fick:  this  party 
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returned  about  noon  with  a few  palm  cabbages, 
and  a bunch  or  two  of  wild  plantain  *,  the  plan- 
tains were  the  fmalleft  I had  ever  feen,  and  the 
pulp,  though  it  was  well  tailed,  was  full  of 
fmall  {tones.  As  I was  walking  this  morning  at 
a little  diftance  from  the  iliip,  I faw  myfelf  one 
of  the  animals  which  had  been  fo  often  defcrib- 
ed:  it  was  of  a light  moufe  colour,  and  in4ize 
and  fhape  very  much  refembling  a greyhound; 
it  had  a long  tail  alfo,  which  it  carried  like  a 
greyhound ; and  I fliould  have  taken  it  for  a 
wild  dog,  if  inftead  of  running,  it  had  not  leapt 
like  a hare  or  deer:  its  legs  were  faid  to  be  very 
(lender,  and  the  print  of  its  foot  to  be  like  that 
of  a goat;  but  where  I faw  it  the  grafs  was  fo 
high  that  the  legs  were  concealed,  and  the 
ground  was  too  hard  to  receive  the  track.  Mr. 
Banks  alfo  had  an  imperfe6l  view  of  this  animal, 
and  was  of  opinion  that  its  fpecies  was  hitherto 
unknown. 

After  the  fhip  was  hauled  alhore,  all  the  water 
that  came  into  her  of  courfe  went  backwards ; 
fo  that  although  (he  was  dry  forwards,  flie  had 
nine  feet  water  abaft : as  in  this  part  therefore 
her  bottom  could  not  be  examined  on  the  infide, 
I took  the  advantage  of  the  tide  being  out  this 
evening  to  get  the  mailer  and  two  of  the  men  to 
go  under  her,  and  examine  her  whole  larboard 
fide  without.  They  found  the  flieathing  gone 
about  the  floor  heads  abreaft  of  the  main-maft,  and 
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part  of  a plank  a little  damaged;  but  all  agreed 
that  (he  had  received  no  ocher  material  injury. 
The  lofs  of  her  (lieathing  alone  was  a great  mis- 
fortune, as  the  worm  would  now  be  let  into  her 
bottom,  which  might  expofe  us  to  great  incon- 
venience and  danger  ; but  as  I knew  no  remedy 
for  the  mifchief  but  heaving  her  down,  which 
v/ould  be  a work  of  immenfe  labour  and  long 
time,  if  pradlicable  at  all  in  our  prefent  fitua- 
tion,  I was  obliged  to  be  content.  The  carpen- 
ters however  continued  to  work  under  her 
bottom  in  the  evening  till  they  were  prevented 
by  the  tide;  the  morning  tide  did  not  ebb  out 
far  enough  to  permit  them  to  work  at  ail,  for 
we  had  only  one  tolerable  high  and  low  tide  in 
four  and  twenty  hours,  as  indeed  we  had  expe- 
rienced when  we  lay  upon  the  rock.  The  pofi- 
tion  of  the  (liip,  which  threw  the  water  in  her 
abaft,  was  very  near  depriving  the  world  of  all 
the  knowledge  which  Mr.  Banks  had  endured  lb 
much  labour,  and  fo  many  rifles,  to  procure; 
for  he  had  rem.oved  the  curious  colledion  of 
plants  which  he  made  during  the  whole  voy- 
2cre  into  the  bread-room,  which  lies  in  the 
after  part  of  the  (hip,  as  a place  of  the  greateft 
fecurlty  ; and  nobody  having  thought  of  the 
danger  to  which  laying  her  head  fo  much  higher 
than  the  (lern  would  expofe  them,  they  v/ere 
this  day  found  under  water.  MoR  of  them 
however  were,  by  indefatigable  care  and  atten- 
8 tion. 
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tion,  reftored  to  a ftate  of  prefervation,  but  feme 
were  entirely  fpoilc  and  deftroyed. 

The  25th  was  employed  in  filling  water  and 
over- hauling  the  riggings  and  at  low  water  the 
carpenters  finifhed  the  repairs  under  the  lar- 
board bow,  and  every  other  place  which  the  tide 
would  permit  them  to  come  at;  fome  calks  were 
then  laflied  under  her  bows  to  facilitate  her 
floating,  and  at  night,  when  it  was  high  water, 
we  endeavoured  to  heave  her  off,  but  without 
fuccefs,  for  fome  of  the  calks  that  were  lalhed 
to  her  gave  way. 

The  morning  of  the  26th  was  employed  in 
getting  more  calks  ready  for  the  fame  purpofe, 
and  in  the  afternoon  we  laflied  no  lefs  than 
eight  and  thirty  under  the  Ihip’s  bottom,  but  to 
our  great  mortification  thefe  alfo  proved  ineffec- 
tual, and  we  found  ourfelves  reduced  to  the 
necelfity  of  waiting  till  the  next  fpring-tide. 

This  day,  fome  of  our  gentlemen  who  had 
made  an  excurfion  into  the  woods,  brought 
home  the  leaves  of  a plant,  which  was  thought 
to  be  the  fame  that  in  the  Weft  Indies  is  called 
coccos  *,  but  upon  trial,  the  roots  proved  too 
acrid  to  be  eaten;  the  leaves  however  were 
little  inferior  to  fpinnage.  In  the  place  where 
thefe  plants  were  gathered,  grew  plenty  of  the 
cabbage  trees  which  have  occafionally  been  men- 
tioned before,  a kind  of  wild  plantain,  the  fruit 
of  which  w'as  fo  full  of  ftones'as  fcarcely  to  be 
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«;atable;  another  fruit  was  alfo  found  about  the  1770. 
fize  of  a fmall  golden  pippin,  but  flatter,  and  of  a 
deep  purple  colour:  when  firft  gathered  from  Tuefdayje. 
the  tree  .it  was  very  hard  and  difagreeable,  but 
after  being  kept  a few  days  became  foft,  and 
rafted  very  much  like  an  indifferent  damafeene. 

The  next  morning  we  began  to  move  fome  of  Wednef  27, 
the  weight  from  the  after-part  of  the  Ibip  for- 
ward, to  eafe  her*,  in  the  mean  time  the  ar- 
mourer continued  to  work  at  the  forge,  the 
carpenter  was  bufy  in  caulking  the  fhip,  and 
the  men  employed  in  filling  water  and  over- 
hauling the  rigging:  in  the  forenoon,  I went 
myfelf  in  the  pinnace  up  the  harbour,  and  made 
feveral  hauls  with  the  feine,  but  caught  only  be- 
tween twenty  and  thirty  fifh-,  which  were  given 
to  the  fick  and  convalefcenr. 

On  the  28th,  Mr.  Banks  went  with  fome  of  the  Thnrfj.zS. 
feamen  up  the  country,  to  Anew  them  the  plant 
which  in  the  Weft  Indies  is  called  Indian  kale, 
and  which  ferved  us  for  greens.  Tupia  liad 
much  meliorated  the  root  of  the  coccos,  by  giv- 
ing them  a long  drefling  in  his  country  oven, 
but  they  were  ft)  fmall  that  we  did  not  think 
them  an  objedt  for  the  fliip.  In  their  walk  they 
found  one  tree  which  had  been  notched  for  the 
convenience  of  climbing  it,  in  the  fame  manner 
with  thofe  we  had  fecn  in  Botany  Bay:  they  fiw 
alfo  many  nefts  of  white  ants,  which  releinble 
thofe  of  the  Eaft  Indic.s  the  moft  pernicious  in- 
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fe£ts  in  the  world.  The  nefts  were  of  a pyra- 
midical  figure,  from  a few  inches  to  fix  feet 
high,  and  very  much  refembled  the  ftones  in 
England,  which  arefaid  to  be  monuments  of  the 
Druids.  Mr.  Gore,  who  was  alfo  this  day  four 
or  five  miles  up  the  country,  reported  that  he  had 
feen  the  footfteps  of  men,  and  tracked  animals  of 
three  or  four  different  forts,  but  had  not  been 
fortunate  enough  to  fee  either  man  or  beaft. 

At  two  o’clock  in  the  morning  of  the  29th,  I 
obfcrvcd,  in  conjundion  with  Mr.  Green,  an 
emerfion  of  Jupiter’s  firft  fatellite ; the  time  here 
was  2^  iS'  53'^  which  gave  the  longitude  of  this 
place  214°  42'  30'"  W.:  its  latitude  is  15°  26'  S. 
At  break  of  day,  I fent  the  boat  out  again  with 
the  feine,  and  in  the  afternoon,  it  returned  with 
as  much  fifli  as  enabled  me  to  give  every  man  a 
pound  and  an  half.  One  of  my  midfhipmen,  an 
American,  who  was  this  day  abroad  with  his 
gun,  reported  that  he  had  feen  a wolf,  exadly 
like  thofe  which  he  had  been  ufed  to  fee  in  his 
own  country,  and  that  he  had  fhot  at  it,  but  did 
not  kill  it.  V ’ 

The  next  morning,  encouraged  by  the  fuecefs 
of  the  day  before,  1 fent  the  boat  again  to  haul 
the  feine,  and  another  party  to  gather  greens : I 
fent  alfo  fome  of  the  young  gentlemen  to  take  a. 
plan  of  the  harbour,  and  went  myfelf  upon  a. 
hill,  which  lies  over  the  fouth  point,  to  take  a. 
viev/  of  the  fea.  At  this  time  it  was  low  water,- 
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and  I faw  with  g-reat  concern,  innumerable  fand  ’77°- 

^ . . June. 

banks  and--fhoals  lying  all  along  the  coaft  in 


tended  as  far  as  I could  fee’  with  my  glafs,  and 
many  of  them  did  but  juft  rife  above  water. 

There  was  fome  appearance  of  a paftage  to  the 
northward,  and  I had  no  hope  of  getting  clear 
but  in  that  diredtion,  for  as  the  wind  blows  con- 
ftantly  from  the  S.  E.  it  would  have  been  diffi- 
cult, if  not  impoffible,  to  return  back  to  the 
fouthward. 

\ 

Mr.  Gore  reported,  that  he  had  this  day  feen 

’ f ' 

two  animals  like  dogs,  of  a'ftraw  colour,  that 
they  ran  like  a hare,  and  were  about  the  fame 
fize.  In  the  afternoon,  the  people  returned 
from  hauling  the  feine,  with  ftlll  better  fuccefs 
than  before,  for  I was'  now  able  to  diftribute  two 
pounds  and  an  half  to  each  man  : the  greens 
that  had  been  gathered  1 ordered  to  be  boiled 
among  the  peas,  and  they  made  an  excellent 
mefs,  which,  with  two  copious  fupplies  of  fifh, 
aftbrded  us  unfpcakable  refrefhment. 

The  next  day,  July  the  ift,  being  Sunday,  July, 
every  body  had  liberty  to  go  afhore,  except  one  ' 
from  each  mefs,  who  were  again  fent  out  with 
the  feine.  The  feine  was  again  equally  fuccefs- 
ful,  and  the  people  who  went  up  the  country 
gave  an  account  of  having  feen  leveral  animals, 
though  none  of  them  were  to  be  caught.  They 


every  diredfion.  The  innermoft  lay  about  three 
or  four  miles  from  the  fhore,  the  outermoft  ex- 
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faw  a fire  alfo  about  a mile  up  the  river,  and' 
Mr.  Gore,  the  fecond  lieutenant,  picked  up  the 
hulk  of  a cocoa  nut,  which  had  been  caft  upon- 
the  beach,  and  was  full  of  barnacles:  this  pro-, 
bably  might  come  from,  fbme  ifiand  to  wind- 
ward, perhaps  from  the  Terra  del  Efpirito  Santo 
of  Quiros,  as  we  were  now  in  the  latitude  where 
it  is  laid  to  lie.  This  day  the  thermometer  in. 
the  fliade  rofc  to  87,  which  was  higher  than  it 
had  been  on  any  day  fince  we  came  upon  this 
coafl:. 

Early  the  next  morning,  I fent  the  mafter  in. 
the  pinnace  out  of  the  harbour,  to  found  about 
the  fiioals  in  the  offing,  and  look  for  a channel  to< 
the  northward  : at  this  time  we  had  a breeze  from  * 
the  land,, which  continued  till  about  nine  o’clock,, 
and  was  the  firfi:  we  had  had  fince  our  com- 
ing into  the  river.  At  low  water  we  laffied  fome 
empty  caflts  under  the  ffiip’s  bows,,  having  fome 
hope  that  as  the  tides  were  rifing  ffie  would  float, 
the  next  high  water.  We  ftill  continued  to  fifli. 
with  great  fuccefs,  and  at  high  water  we  again 
attempted  to  heave  the  ffiip  off,  but  our  utmoft 
efforts  were  ftill  ineffeflual. 

The  next  day  at  noon,  the  mafter  returned,, 
and  reported,  that  he  had  found  a paffage  out 
to  fea  between  the  flioals,  and  deferibed  its. 
fituatioru  The  fnoals,  he  faid,  confifled  of  coraL 
rocks,  many  of  which  were  dry  at  low  water, 
and  upon  one  of  which  he  had  been  affiore.  He 
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•found  here  fome  cockles  of  fo  enormous  a'fize 
that  one  of  them  was  more  than  two  men  could  < — 

I ear,  and  a great  variety  of  other  fliell-fifli, 

i of  which  he  brought  us  a plentiful  fupply:  in 

I the  evening,  he  had  allb  landed  in  a bay  about 
! three  leagues  to  the  northward  of  our  flation, 

I where  he  difturbed  fome  of  the  natives  who 
were  at  flipper;  they  all  fled  with  the  greateft 
precipitation  at  his  approach,  leaving  fome  frefli 
fea  ecrcrs,  and  a fire  ready  kindled  behind  them, 
bur  there  was  neither  houfe  nor  hovel  near  the 
place.  We  obferved,  that  although  the  flaoals 
that  lie  juft  within  fight  of  the  coafl,  abound 
with  fhell-filh,  which  may  be  eafily  caught  at 
low  water;  yet  we  faw  no  fuch  fhells  about  the 
Are  places  on  flnore.  This  day  an  allegator  was 
fecn  to  fwim  about  the  (hip  for  fome  time,  and 
at  hisfh  water  we  made  another  effort  to  float 

O 

her,  which  happily  fucceeded:  we  found  how- 
ever that  by  lying  fo  long  with  her  head  a- 
ground,  and  her  ftern  a-float,  flie  had  fprung  a 
plank  between  decks,  a-breaft  of  the  main 
chains,  fo  that  it  was  become  neceifary  to  lay  her 
afhore  again. 

The  next  morning  was  employed  in  trimming  Wedimr.^^. 
'her  upon  an  even  keel,  and  in  the  afternoon, 
fiaving  warped  her  over,  and  waited  for  high 
water,  we  laid  her  afhore  on  the  land  bank  on 
the  fouth  fide  of  the  river,  for  the  damage  flic 
had  received  already  from  the  great  defcent  of 
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the  ground,  made  me  afraid  to  lay  her.  broad- 
fide  to  the  Ihore  in  the  fame  place  from  which 
we  had  juft  floated  her.  J was  now  very  de- 
firous  to  make  another  trial  to  come  at  her  bot- 
tom, where  the  fheathing  had  been  rubbed  off, 
but  though  fhe  had  fcarccly  four  feet  water  un- 
* der  her,  when  the  tide  was  out,  yet  that  part  waa 
not  dry. 

On  the  5th,  I got  one  of  the  carpenter’s  crew, 
a man  in  whom  I could  confide,  to  go  down 
again  to  the  fliip’s  bottom,  and  examine  the 
place.  He  reported,  that  three  ftreaks  of  the 
fheathing,  about  eight  feet  long,  were  wanting, 
and  that  the  main  plank  had  been  a little  rub- 
bed; this  account  perfedlly  agreed  with  the  re- 
port of  the  mafter,  and  others,  who  had  been 
under  her  bottom  before:  I had  the  comfort 
however  to  find  the  carpenter  of  opinion  that 
this  would  be  of  little  confequence,  and  there- 
fore the  other  damage  being  repaired,  fhe  was 
again  floated  at  high  water,  and  moored  along- 
fide  the  beach,  where  the  ftores  had  been  depo- 
fited;  we  then  went  to  work  to  take  the  ftores 
on  board,  and  put  her  in  a condition  for  the  fea. 
I'his  day,  Mr.  Banks  crofied  to  the  other  fide  of 
the  harbour,  where,  as  he  walked  along  a fandy 
beach,  he  found  innumerable  fruits,  and  many 
of  them  fuch  as  no  plants  which  he  had  difeo- 
vered  in  this  country  produced : among  others 
were  feme  cocoa  nuts,  which  Tupia  faid  had 

been 
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been  opened  by  a kind  of  crab,  which  tiom 
his  defcription  we  judged  to  be  the  lame  that 
the  Dutch  call  Bears  Krabhe,  and  which  we  had 
not  feen  in  the.fe  Teas.  All  the  vegetable  fub- 
itances  which  he  found  in  this  place,  were  en- 
crufted  with  marine  produftions,  and  covered 
with  barnacles-,  a fure  fign  that  they  mufr  have 
come  far  by  fea,  and,  as  the  trade-wind  blows 
right  upon  the  Ihorc,  probably  fiom  Terra  del 
Efpirito  Santo,  which  has  been  mentioned  al- 
ready. 

The  next  morning,  Mr.  Banks,  with  Lieiite-  6. 
nant  Gore,  and  three  men,  fet  out  in  a Imall  boat 
up  the  river,  with  a view  to  fpend  two  or  three 
days  in  an  excurfion,  to  examine  the  country, 
and  kill  fome  of  the  animals  which  had  been  fo 
often  feen  at  a diftance. 

On  the  yth-,  1 fent  the  mafter  again  out  to  Saturday7. 
found  about  the  fooals,  the  account  which  he 
had  brought  me  of  the  channel  being  by  no 
means  fatisfadory  ; and  we  fpent  the  remainder 
of  this  day,  and  the  morning  of  the  next,  in  f fh- 

ino-,  and  other  neceffary  occupations. 

^About  four  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  Mr.  s.nday  s. 
Banks  and  his  party  returned,  and  gave  us  an 
accountof  their  expedition.  Having  proceeded 
about  three  leagues  among  fwamps  and  man- 
trroves,  they  went  up  into  the  country,  which 
They  found  to  differ  but  little  from  what  they 
had  feen  before:  they  purfutd  their  coutie 
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therefore  up  the  river,  \yhich  at  length  was  con-, 
traded  into  a narrow  channel,  and  was  bounded, 
not  by  fwamps  ar^d  , mangroves,  .but  by  fteep, 
banks,  that  v/ore  covered  with  trees  of  a moft 
beautiful  verdure,  among  which  was  that  which 
in  the  Weft  Indies  is  called  M^ohoe-^  or  the  bark 
tree,  the  hibifciis  tiliaceus-,  the  land  within  was 
in  general  low,  and  had  a thick  covering  of  long 
grafs:  the  foil  feemed  to  be  fuch  as  promifed 
great  fertility,  to  any  who  fliould  plant  and  im- 
prove it.  In  the  courfe  of  the  day,  Tupia  faw 
an  animal,  which,  by  his  defeription,  Mr.  Banks 
judged  to  be  a wolf:  they  alfo  faw  three  other 
animals,  but  could  neither  catch  nor  kill  one  of 
them,  and  a kind  of  bat,  as  large  as  a partridge, 
hut  this  alfo  eluded  all  their  diligence  and  fkill. 
At  night,  they  took  up  their  lodging  clofe  to 
the  banks  of  the  river,  and  made  a fire,  but  the 
mufquitos  fwarmed  about  them  in  fuch  numbers, 
that  their  quarters  were  almoft  untenable;  they 
followed  them  into  the  fmpke,  and  almoft  into 
die  fire,  which,  hot  as  the  climate  was,  they 
could  better  endure  than  the  fiino-s  of  thefe  in- 
lefts,  which  were  an  intolerable  torment.  The 
fire,  the  flies,  and  the  want  of  a better  bed  than 
the  ground,  rendered  the  night  extremely  un- 
comfortable, fo  that  they  pafled  it  not  in  fleep, 
but  in  reftlefs  wifties  tor  the  return  of  day. 
With  the  firft  dawn  they  fet  out  in.  fearch  of 
game,  and  in  a walk  of  many  miles,  they  faw 

four 
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four  animals  of  the  lame  kind,  two  of  which  yjo. 
Mr.  Banks’s  greyhound  fairly  chaced,  but  they  ^ 
threw  him  out  at  a great  diftance,  by  leaping  ^ 
over  the  long  thick  grals,  which  prevented  his 
running : this  animal  was  obferved  not  to  run 
upon  four  legs,  but  to  bound  or  hop  forward 
upon  two,  like  the  Jerbua^  or  M.us  "Jaculus. 

About  noon,  they  returned  to  the  boat,  and 
4gain  proceeded  up  the  river,  which  was  foon 
contrafted  into  a frelh  water  brook,  where,  how- 
ever, the  tide  role  to  a confiderable  height:  as 
evening  approaclied,  it  became  low  water,  and  it 
was  then  lb  lhallow  that  they  were  obliged  to 
get  out  of  the  boat  and  drag  her  along,  till  they 
tould  find  a place  in  which  they  might,  with 
fome  hope  of  reft,  pals  the  night.  Such  a place 
at  length  offered,  and  while  they  were  getting 
the  things  out  of  the  boar,  they  obferved  a 
fmoke  at  the  diftance  of  about  a furlong  : as 
they  did  not  doubt  but  that  fome  of  the  natives, 
with  whom  they  had  fo  long  and  earneftly  de- 
fined to  become  perfonally  acquainted,  were 
about  the  fire,  three  of  the  party  went  imme- 
diately towards  it,  hoping  that  fo  fmall  a num- 
ber would  not  put  them  to  flight : when  they 
came  up  to  the  place,  however,  they  found  ic 
deferred,  and  therefore  they  conjedured  that  be- 
fore they  had  difeovered  the  Indians,  the  Indians 
had  difeovered  them.  They  found  the  fire  ftill 
burning,  in  the  hollow  of  an  old  tree  that  was 
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become  toiich-Wood,  and  federal  branches  of 
trees  newly  broken  down,  with  which  children 
appeared  to  have  been  playing:  they  obferved 
alfo  many  footfteps  upon  the  land,  below  high- 
water  mark,  which  were  certain  indications  that 
the  Indians  had  been  recently  upon  the  fpot. 
Several  houfes  were  found  at  a little  diftance,- 
and  fome  ovens  dug  in  the  ground,  in  the  fame 
manner  as  thofe  of  Otaheite,  in  which  victuals 
appeared  to  have  been  drelTed  fince  the  morn- 
ing, and  fcattered  about  them,  lay  fome  Ihells 
of  a kind  of  clamm,  and  fome  fragments  of 
roots,  the  refufe  of  the  meal.  After  regretting 
their  difappointment,  they  repaired  to  their  quar- 
ters, which  was  a broad  fand  bank,  under  the 
fhelter  of  a bufh.  Their  beds  were  plantain 
leaves,  which  they  fpread  upon  the  fand,  and 
which  were  as  foft  as  a mattrefs  •,  their  cloaks 
fcrved  them  for  bed-clothes,  and  fome  bunches 
of  grafs  for  pillows:  with  thefe  accommodations 
they  hoped  to  pafs  a better  night  than  the  laft, 
eipecially  as,  to  their  great  comfort,  not  a muf- 
quito  was  to  be  feen.  Here  then  they  lay 
down,  and,  fuch  is  the  force  of  habit,  they  refign- 
ed  themfelves  to  deep,  without  once  refledino- 
upon  the  probability  and  danger  of  being  found 
by  the  Indians  in  that  fituation.  If  this  appears 
ftrange,  let  us  for  a moment  refleCl:,  that  every 
danger,  and  every  calam.ity,  after  a time  be- 
comes familiar,  and  lofes  its  eifed  upon  the 

mind. 
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mind.  It  ic  were  pofilble  that  a man  (hould 

firft  be  made  acquainted  with  his  mortality,  or  ' — ' 

even'wi'th  the  inevitable  debility  and  infirmities 
of  old  age,  when  his  underftanding  had  arrived 
at  its  full  llrength,  and  life  was  endeared  by  the 
enjoyments  of  youth,  and  vigour,  and  health,  with 
what  an. agony  of  terror  and  diftrefs  would  the 
intelligence  be  received  ! yet,  being  gradually 
acquainted  with  thefe  mournful  trutlis,  by  infen- 
fible  degrees,  we  fcarce  know  when,  they  lofe  all 
their  force,  and  we  think  no  more  of  the  ap- 
proach of  old  age  and  death,  than  thefe  wan- 
derers of  an  unknown  defert  did  of  a lefs  ob- 
vious and  certain  evil,  the  approach  of  the  na- 
tive lavages,  at  a time  when  they  mull  have 
fallen  an  eafy  prey  to  their  malice  or  their  fears. 

And  it  is  remarkable,  that  the  greater  part  of 
thofe  who  have  been  condemned  to  fuffer  a vio- 
lent death,  have  flept  the  night  immediately  pre- 
ceding their  execution,  though  there  is  perhaps 
no  inftance  of  aperfon  acculed  of  a capital  crime 
having  flept  the  firft  night  of  his  confinement. 

Thus  is  the  evil  of  life  k fome  degree  a remedy 
for  itfelf,  and  though  every  man  at  twenty  depre- 
cates fourfcore,  almoft  every  man  is  as  tenacious 
of  life  at  fourfcore  as  at  twenty ; and  if  he  does 
not  fuffer  under  any  painful  diforder,  lofes  as  little 
of  the  coml'orts  that  remain  by  reflecting  that  he 
is  upon  the  brink  of  the  grave,  where  the  earth 
already  crumbles  under  his  feet,  as  he  did  of  the 
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pleafures  of  his  better  days,  when  his‘difTolution,‘ 
though  certain,  was  fiippofed  to  be  at  a dif- 
tance. 

Our  travellers  having  ‘flept,  without  once 
awaking,  till  the  morning,  examined  the  river, 
and  finding  the  tide  favoured  their  return,  and 
the  country  promifed  nothing  worthy  of  a far- 
ther fearch,  they  reimbafked  in  their  boat,  and 
made  the  bell  of  their  way  to  the  'lhip. 

Soon  after  the  arrival  of  this  party,  the  Maf- 
ter  alfo  returned,  having  been  feven  leagues  out 
to  fea,  and  he  was  now  of  opinion  that  there  was 
•no  getting  out  where  before  i)e  thought  there  had 
been  a palfage  ; his  expedition,  however,  was  by 
no  means  without  its  advantage,  for  having  been 
a fecond  time  upon  the  rock  where  he  had  feen 
the  large  cockles,  he  met  with  a great  number 
of  turtle,  three  of  which  he  caught,  that  toge- 
ther weighed  feven  hundred  and  ninety- one 
pounds,  though  he  had  no  better  inftrument 
than  a boat-hook. 

The  next  morning,  therefore,  I fent  him  out 
again,  with  proper  inllruments  for  taking  them, 
and  Mr.  Banks  went  with  him,  but  the  fuccefs 
did  not  at  ail  anfwer  our  expectations,  for,  by  the 
unaccountable  condud  of  the  officer,  not  a 
fingle  turtle  was  taken,  nor  could  he  be  perfuad- 
ed  to  return:  Mr.  Banks,  however,  went  afhore 
upon  the  reef,  where  he  law  feveral  of  the  lar^e 
•cockles,  -and  having  colleded  many'fhells,  and 

marine 
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marine  produaions,  he  returned  at  eleven'  yjo, 
o’clock  at  night,  in  his  own  imall  boat  the 
Mafter  ftill  continuing  with  the  large  one  upon 
the  rock.  In  the  afternoon,  feven  or  eight  of 
the  natives  had  appeared  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the 
river,  and  two  of  them  came  down  to  the  fandy 
point,  oppofite  to  the  fhip-,  but  upon  feeing  me 
put  off  in  a boat  to  fpeak  with  them,  they  all  ran 
away  with  the  greateft  precipitation. 

As  the  mafter  continued  abfent  with  the  boat 
all  night,  I was  forced  to  fend  the  fecond  lieute- 
nant "^for  him,  early  the  next  morning  in  the  TusHay 
yawl-,  and  foon  after  four  of  the  natives  appear- 
ed upon  the  fandy  point,  on  the  north  lide  of  the 
river,  having  wdth  them  a fmall  wooden  canoe, 
with  out-riggers:  they  feemed  for  feme  time  to 
be  bufily  employed  in  ftriking  fifh:  fome  of  our 
people  were  for  going  over  to  them  in  a boat, 
but  this  1 would  by  no  means  permit,  repeated 
experience  having  convinced  me  that  it  was 
more  likely  to  prevent,  than  procure  an  inter- 
view. 1 was  determined  to  try  what  could  be 
done  by  a contrary  metiiod,  and  accordingly  let 
them  alone,  without  appearing  to  take  the  leaft 
notice  of  them:  this  fucceeded  fo  well,  that  at 
length  two  of  them  came  in  the  canoe  within  a, 
muftet  fliot  of  thelhip,  and  there  talked  a great, 
deal  in  a very  loud  tone  : we  underftood  nothing 
that  they  faid,  and  therefore  could  anfwer  their 
harangue  only  by  fneuting,  and  making  all  the. 
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7dy.’  invitation  and  kindnefs  that  we  could 

« — devife.  During  this  conference,  they  came,  in- 

fenfibly,  nearer  and  nearer,  holding  up  their 
lances,  not  in  a threatening  manner,  but  as 
if  to  intimate  that  if  we  offered  them  any  injury, 
they  had  weapons  to  revenge  it.  When  they 
were  almoft  along-fide  of  us,  we  threw  them 
fome  cloth,  nails,  beads,  paper,  and  other  trifles, 
which  they  received  without  the  lead  appear- 
ance of  fatisfadion : at  laft,  one  of  the  people 
happened  to  throw  them  a fmallfifh;  at  this  they 
expreffed  the  greateft  joy  imaginable,  and,  inti- 
mating, by  figns,  that  they  would  fetch  their 
companions,  immediately  paddled  away  towards 
the  fhore.  In  the  mean  time  fome  of  our 
people,  and  among  them  Tupia,  landed  on  the 
oppofite  fide  of  the  river : the  canoe,  with  all  the 
four  Indians,  very  foon  returned  to  the  fhip,  and 
came  quite  along-fide,  without  exprefiing  any 
fear  or  diflruft.  We  diftributed  fome  more 
prefents  among  them,  and  foon  after  they  left 
us,  and  landed  on  the  fame  fide  of  the  river 
where  our  people  had  gone  aihore:  every  man 
carried  in  his  hand  two  lances,  and  a flick, 
which  is  ufed  in  throwing  them,  and  advanced 
to  the  place  where  Tupia  and  the  reft  of  our 
people  were  fitting-,  Tupia  foon  prevailed  upon 
them  to  lay  down  their  arms,  and  come  forward 
without  them  ; he  then  made  figns  that  they 
fiiould  fit  down  by  him,  with  which  they  com- 
plied. 
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plied,  and  feemed  to  be  under  no  apprehenfion  ‘Jjc. 
or  conflraint:  Several  more  of  us  then  going 

, , , T uefday  i 

afliore,  they  exprefled  lome  jealouly  . kit  we 
; fliould  get  between  them  and  their  arms;  we 

• took  care  however  to  fhew  them  that  we  had  no 

fuch  intention,  and  having  joined  them,  we 
I made  them  fome  more  prdents,  as  a farther  tefti- 
: mony  of  our  good-will,  and  our  defire  to  obtain 

theirs.  We  continued  together,  with  the  utmoft 
cordiality,  till  dinner-time,  and  then  giving  txhem 
to  underhand  that  we  were  going  to  eat,  we  in- 


vited them,  by  figns,  to  go  with  us : this  how- 
ever they  declined,  and  as  foon  as  we  left  them, 
they  went  away  in  their  canoe.  One  of  thefe 
men  was  fomewhat  above  the  middle  age,  the 
other  three  were  young;  they  were  in  general  of 
the  common  ftature,  but  their  limbs  were  re- 
markably fmall ; their  (kin  was  of  the  colour  of 
wood  fqgt,  or  what  would  be  called  a dark  cho- 
colate colour  ; their  hair  was  black,  but  not 
woolly,  it  was  fnort  cropped,  in  fome  lank,  and 
in  others  curled.  Dampier  fays,,  that  the  people 
w'nom  he  faw  on  the  wellern  coaft  of  this 
country,  wanted  two  of  their  fore-teeth,  but 
thefe  had  no  fuch  dtfedl:  fome  part  of  their 
bodies  bad  been  painted  red,  and  the  upper  lip 
and  bread  of  one  of  them  y/as  painted  with 


dreaks  of  wlfite,  wdiich  he  called  Carhanda-, 
their  featuics  were  lar  from  difagreeable,  their 
eves  were  lively,  and  their  teeth  even  and  v/hite, 
g their 
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*770*  their  voices  were  foft  and  tunable,  and  they  re-' 

K ^ ( peated  many  words  after  us  with  great  facility. 

Tucfday  10.  night,  Mr.  Gore  and  the  Matter  returned 

with  the  long-boat,  and  brought  one  turtle  and 
a few  fhell-fifh.  The  yawl  had  been  left  upon 
the  fhoal  with  fix  men,  to  make  a farther  trial 
for  turtle. 

wednef.ii.  ^he  next  morning,  we  had  another  vifit  from 
four  of  the  natives*,  three  of  them  had  been 
with  us  before,  but  the  fourth  was  a ttranwer, 
whofe  name,  as  we  learnt  from  his  companions 
who  introduced  him,  was  Yaparico.  This 
gentleman  was  dittinguiflied  by  an  ornament  of 
a very  ttriking  appearance : it  was  the  bone  of  a 
bird,  nearly  as  thick  as  a man’s  finger,  and  five 
or  fix  inches  long,  which  he  had  thrutt  into  a 
hole,  made  in  the  grittle  that  divides  the  nottrils  ; 
of  this  we  had  feen  one  inttance,  and  only  one, 
in  New  Zealand;  but  upon  examination,  we 
found  that  among  all  thefe  people  this  part  of  the 
nofe  was  perforated,  to  receive  an  ornament  of 
the  fame  kind : they  had  alfo  holes  in  their  ears, 
though  nothing  was  then  hanging  to  them,  and 
had  bracelets  upon  the  upper  part  of  their  arms, 
made  of  plaited  hair,  fo  that,  like  the  inhabitants 
of  Terra  del  Fuego,  they  feem  to  be  fond  of 
ornament,  though  they  are  abfolutely  without 
apparel ; and  one  of  them,  to  whom  I had  given 
part  of  an  old  fhirt,  inftead  of  throwing  it  over 
any  part  of  his  body,  tied  it  as  a fillet  round  his 

head. 
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ii  head.  They  brought  with  them  a fifh,  which 
I:  they  gave  us,  as  we  fuppoled,  in  return  for  the  v — < — ^ 

( fifh  that  we  had  given  them  the  day  before. 

] They  feemed  to  be  much  pleafed,  and  in  no 
hafte  to  leave  us,  but  feeing  fome  ot  our  gentle- 
men examine  their  canoe  with  great  curiofity 
and  attention,  they  were  alarmed,  and  jumping 
immediately  into  it,  paddled  away  without 
fpeaking  a word. 

About  two  the  next  morning,  the  yawl,  Thutfd.  iz. 
which  had  been  left  upon  the  fhoal,  returned^ 
with  three  turtles  and  a large  fkeat.  As  it  feem- 
ed now  probable  that  this  filhery  might  be  pro- 
fecuted  with  advantage,  I lent  her  out  again, 
after  breakfalt,  for  a further  lupply.  Soon  af- 
ter, three  Indians  ventured  down  to  Tupia’s 
tent,  and  were  fo  well  pleafed  with  their  recep- 
tion, that  one  of  them  went  with  the  canoe  to 
fetch  two  others  whom  we  had  never  feen:  when 
he  returned,  he  introduced  the  flrangers  by 
nam.e,  a ceremony  which,  upon  fuch  occafions, 
was  never  omitted.  As  they  had  received  the 
fiflr  that  was  thrown  into  their  canoe,  when  they 
firft  approached  the  fliip,  with  fo  much  pleafure, 
fome  fifh  was  offered  to  them  now,  and  we  were 
greatly  furprifed  to  fee  that  it  was  received  with 
thegreateft  indifference  : they  made  figns,  how- 
ever, to  fome  of  the  people,  that  vhey  fliould 
drefs  it  for  them,  wdiich  was  immediately  done, 
but  after  eating  a little  of  it,  they  threw  the  relf 
V^OL.  IV.  K to 
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to  Mr.  Banks’s  dog.  They  (laid  with  us  all  the 
forenoon,  but  would  never  venture  above  twenty 
yards  from  their  canoe.  We  now  perceived 
that  the  colour  of  their  flein  was  not  fo  dark  as  it 
appeared,  what  we  had  taken  for  their  com- 
plexion, being  the  effects  of  dirt  and  fmoke,  in 
which,  we  imagined,  they  contrived  to  Deep, 
natwithfbanding  the  heat  of  the  climate,  as  the 
only  means  in  their  power  to  keep  off  the  muf- 
qnitos.  Among  ether  things  that  we  had 
given  them  when  we  firfl:  faw  them,  were  fome 
medals,  which  we  had  hung  round  their  necks  by 
a riband  ; and  thefe  ribands  were  fo  changed  by 
fmoke,  that  we  could  not  eafily  diftinguilh  of 
what  colour  they  had  been  : this  incident  led  us 
mote  narrowly  to  examine  the  colour  of  their 
fldn.  While  thefe  people  were  with  us,  we  faw 
two  others  on  the  point  of  land  that  lay  on  the 
oppofite  fide  of  the  river,  at  the  diftance  of 
aUout  tw'o  hundred  yards,  and  by  our  glafies 
difeovered  them  to  be  a w'oman  and  a boy;  the 
woman,  like  the  reft,  being  ftark  naked.  We 
obferved,  that  all  of  them  were  remarkably 
clean  limbed,  and  exceedingly  active  and 
nimble.  One  of  thefe  ftrangers  had  a necklace 
of  fliells,  very  prettily  made,  and  a bracelet  upon 
his  arm,  formed  of  feveral  firings,  fo  as  to  re- 
lemble  what  in  England  is  called  gymp:  both 
of  them  had  a piece  of  bark  tied  over  the  fore- 
head, and  were  disfigured  by  the  bone  in 
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1 the  nofe.  We  thought  their  language  more 
; harfh  than  that  of  the  I Handers  in  the  South  — » 

. , Thurfd.  i:k. 

Sea,  and  they  were  continually  repeating  the 
word  cbercau,  which  we  imagined  to  be  a term 
exprelling  admiration,  by  the  manner  in  which 
it  was  uttered;  they  alio  cried  out,  when  they 
faw  any  thing  new,  cher^  liit^  tut^  tut,  tut ! 
which  probably  had  a fimilar  fignification. 

Their  canoe  was  not  above  ten  feet  long,  and 
, very  narrow,  but  it  was  fitted  with  an  outrigger, 
much  like  thofe  of  the  iHands,  though  in  every 
refpe<ft  very  much  inferior:  when  it  was  in  (hal- 
low water,  they  let  it  on  with  poles,  and  when 
in  deep,  they  worked  it  with  paddles  about  four 
feet  long:  it  contained  juft  four  people,  fo  that 
! the  people  who  vifited  us  to-day  went  away  at 
two  turns.  Their  lances  were  like  thofe  that 
' we  had  feen  in  Botany  Bay,  except  that  they  had 
but  a fingle  point,  which  in  fome  of  them  was 
the  (ling  of  the  ray,  and  barbed  with  two  or 
three  fharp  bones  of  the  fame  fifh  : it  was  indeed 
a mod  terrible  weapon,  and  the  inftrument 
which  they  ufed  in  throwing  it,  feemed  to 
be  formed  with  more  art  than  any  we  had 
feen  before.  About  twelve  o’clock  next  day,  FnJayij. 
the  yawl  returned,  with  another  turtle,  and  a 
large  ding-ray,  and  in  the  evening,  was  lent  out 
again. 

The  next  morning,  two  of  the  Indians  came  saiurd.  14. 
on  board,  but  after  a fnort  (lay,  weiit  along  tiie 

K 2 ihore, 
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fhore,  and  applied  themfelves  with  great  dili- 
gence to  the  ftriking  of  fifh.  Mr.  Gore,  who 
went  out  this  day  with  his  gun,  had. the  good 
fortune  to  kill  one  of  the  animals  which  had 
been  fo  much  thefubjedt  of  our  fpeculation  : an 
idea  of  it  will  befl;  be  conceived  by  the  cut,  plate 
XX,  without  which,  the  moft  accurate  verbal 
defcription  would  anfwer  very  little  purpofe,  ss 
it  has  not  fimilitude  enough  to  any  animal  al- 
ready known,  to  admit  of  illuftration  by  re- 
ference. In  form,  it  is  moft  like  the  gerbua, 
which  it  alfo  refembles  in  its  motion,  as  has  been 
obferved  already,  but  it  greatly  differs  in  ftze, 
the  gerbua  not  being  larger  than  a common  rat, 
and  this  animal,  when  full  grown,  being  as  big 
as  a (heep : this  individual  was  a young  one, 
much  under  its  full  growth,  weighing  only  thirty- 
eight  pounds.  The  head,  neck,  and  Ihoulders, 
are  very  fmall  in  proportion  to  the  other  parts 
of  the  body;  the  tail  is  nearly  as  long  as  the 
body,  thick  near  the  rump,  and  tapering  to- 
wards the  end  : the  fore-legs  of  this  individual 
were  only  eight  inches  long,  and  the  hind-legs 
two  and  twenty : its  progrefs  is  by  fucceffive 
leaps  or  hops,  of  a great  length,  in  an  eredt 
pofture;  the  fore-legs  are  kept  bent  clofe  to  the 
breaft,  and  feemed  to  be  of  ufe  only  for  digging: 
the  fldn  is  covered  with  a fhort  fur,  of  a dark 
moLifc  or  grey  colour,  excepting  the  head  and 
cars,  which  bear  a flight  refemblance  to  thofe 
<S  of 
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of  a hare.  This  animal  is  called  by  the  natives 
Kangaroo. 

The  next  day,  our  Kanguroo  was  drefled  fof 
dinner,  and  proved  mofl;  excellent  meatj  we 
might  now  indeed  be  faid  to  fare  fumpti>oufly 
every  day,  for  we  had  turtle  in  great  plenty,  and 
we  all  agreed  that  they  were  much  better  than 
any  we  had  tailed  in  England,  which  we  imput- 
ed to  their  being  eaten  frelli  from  the  fea,  before 
their  natural  fat  had  been  walled,  or  their  juices 
changed  by  a diet  and  fituation  id  different  from 
what  the  fea  affords  them,  as  garbage  and  a tub. 
Moll  of  thole  that  we  caught  here,  were  *of  the 
kind  called  green  turtle,  and  weighed  from  two 
to  three  hundred  weight,  and  v/hen  thefe  were 
killed,  they  were  always  found  to  be  full  of 
turtle  grafs,  which  our  naturalills  took  to  be  a 
kind  of  conferva:  two  of  them  were  logger- 
heads,  the  flefh  of  which  was  much  Id’s  delicious 
and  in  their  ftomachs  nothing  was  to  be  iound 
but  flrells. 

]n  the  morning  of  the  i6th,  while  the  people 
were  employed  as  ufual  in  getting  the  fliip  ready 
for  the  fea,  1 climbed  one  of  the  hills  on  the 
north  fide  of  the  river,  from  which  I had  an  ex- 
tenfive  view  of  the  inland  country,  and  found  it 
agreeably  diverfified  by  hills,  vallies,  and  large 
plains,  which  in  many  places  were  richly  covered 
with  wood.  This  evening,  we  obferved  an 
cmerfion  of  Jupiter’s  firll  fatellite,  which  gave 
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214^  53'  45"  of  longitude.  I'he  obfervatiow 
which  was  made  on  the  29th  of  June  gave  214'’ 
42'  30'" i the  mean  is  2 14°  48'  the  longitude 
of  this  place  weft  of  Greenwich. 

On  the  I ;th,  I fent  the  Mafter  and  one  of  the 
Mates  in  the  pinnace  to  look  for  a channel  to 
the  northward ; and  I went  myfelf  with  Mr. 
Banks  and  Dr.  Solander  into  the  woods  on  the 
other  fide  of  the  water.  Tupia,  who  had  been 
thither  by  himfelf,  reported,  that  he  had  feen 
three  Indians  w'ho  had  given  him  feme  roots 
about  as  thick  as  a man'’s  finger,  in  fhape  not 
much  unlike  a rhadifh,  and  of  a very  agreeable 
tafte.  This  induced  us  to  go  over,  hoping  that 
we  fhould  be  able  to  improve  our  acquaintance 
with  the  natives ; in  a very  little  time  we  difeo- 
vered  four  of  them  in  a canoe,  who  as  foon  as 
theyfawus  came  afhore,  and,  though  they  were 
fil  ftrangers,  walked  up  to  us,  without  any  figns 
of  fufpicion  or  fear.  Two  of  thefe  had  neck- 
laces of  fhells,  which  we  could  not  perfuade 
them  to  part  with  for  any  thing  we  could  give 
them  : we  prefented  them  however  with  fome 
beads,  and  after  a fhort  ftay  they  departed.  We 
attempted  to  follow  them,  hoping  that  they 
would  conduct  us  to  fome  place  where  we 
fliould  find  more  of  them,  and  have  an  opportu- 
niry  of  feeing  their  women  •,  but  they  made  us 
underftand,  by  figns,  thjxt  they  did  not  defire 
our  company. 

At 
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At  eight  o’clock  the  next  morning,  we  were 
vificed  by  feveral  of  the  natives,  who  were  now 
become  cjuire  familiar.  One  of  them,  at  our  de- 
fire,  threw  his  lance,  which  was  about  eight  feet 
lono- ; it  flew  with  a fwiftnels  and  fleadincls  that 
furprifed  us,  and  though  it  was  never  more  than 
four  feet  from  the  ground,  it  entered  deeply  into 
a tree  at  fifty  paces  diflance.  After  this  they 
ventured  on  board,  where  1 left  them,  to  all  ap- 
pearance, much  entertained,  and  went  again  with 
Mr.  Banks  to  take  a view  of  the  country,  but 
chiefly  to  indulge  an  anxious  curiofity,  by  look- 
ing round  us  upon  the  fea,  of  which  our  wiflaes 
almcft  perfuaded  us  we  had  formed  an  idea  more 
difadvantageous  than  the  truth.  After  having 
walked  about  feven  or  eight  miles  along  the 
fhore  to  the  northward,  we  alcended  a very  high 
hill,  and  were  loon  convinced  that  the  danger  of 
our  fituation  was  at  leaft  equal  to  our  apprehen- 
lions-,  for  in  whatever  direftion  we  turned  our 
eyes,  we  law  rocks  and  fhoals  without  nuiiibci, 
and  no  palTage  out  to  fea,  but  through  the  wind- 
ing channels  between  them,  which  could  not 
be  navigated  without  the  latl  degree  of  difiiculty 
and  danger.  We  returned  therefore  to  the  fliip, 
not  in  better  fpirits  than  when  we  left  it  : we 
found  feveral  natives  flill  on  board,  and  we  were 
told  that  the  tuitles,  of  which  we  had  no  lels 
than  twelve  upon  tlie  deck,  had  fixed  their  at- 
tention more  than  any  thing  elfe  in  the  fliip. 
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On  the  igth  in  the  morning,  we  were  vifited 
by  ten  of  the  natives,  the  greater  part  from  the 
other  fide  of  the  river,  where  we  faw  fix  or  feven 
more,  moft  of  them  women,  and  like  all  the  reft 
of  the  people  we  had  feen  in  this  country,  they 
were  ftark  naked.  Our  guefts  brought  with 
them  a greater  number  of  lances  than  they  had 
ever  done  before,  and  having  laid  them  up  in  a 
tree,  they  fet  a man  and  a boy  to  watch  them  : 
the  reft  then  came  on  board,  and  we  foon  per- 
ceived that  they  had  determined  to  get  one  of 
our  turtle,  which  was  probably  as  great  a dainty 
to  them  as  to  us.  They  firft  alked  us  by  figns, 
to  give  them  one ; and  being  refufed,  they  ex- 
prelTed,  both  by  looks  and  geftures,  great  difap- 
pointment  and  anger.  At  this  time  we  happen- 
ed to  have  no  viftuals  drdfed,  but  I offered 
one  of  them  fome  bifeuit,  which  he  fnatched 
and  threw  overboard  with  great  difdain.  One  of 
them  renewed  his  requeft  to  Mr.  Banks,  and 
upon  a refufal  ftamped  with  his  foot,  and  puff- 
ed him  from  him  in  a tranfport  of  refentment 
and  indignation : having  applied  by  turns  to 
almoft  every  perfon  who  appeared  to  haive  any 
command  in  the  ffip,  without  fuccefs,  they  fud- 
denly  feized  two  of  the  turtles,  and  dragged 
them  towards  the  fide  of  the  ffip  where  their 
canoe  lay  ; our  people  foon  forced  them  out  of 
their  hands,  and  replaced  them  with  the  reft. 
They  would  not  however  relinquiff  their  enter- 
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prife,  but  made  feveral  other  attempts  of  the 
fame  kind,  in  all  which  being  equally  difap- 
pointed,  they  fuddenly  leaped  into  their  canoe 
in  a rage,  and  began  to  paddle  towards  the 
fhore.  At  the  fame  time,  1 went  into  the  boat 
with  Mr.  Banks,  and  five  or  fix  of  the  flfip’s 
crew,  and  we  got  alhore  before  them,  where 
many  more  of  our  people  were  already  engaged 
in  various  employments;  as  foon  as  they  landed, 
they  leized  their  arms,  and  before  we  were  aware 
of  their  defign,  they  fnatched  a brand  from  under 
a pitch  kettle  which  was  boiling,  and  making  a 
circuit  to  the  windward  of  the  few  things  we  had 
on  jfhore,  they  let  fire  to  the  grafs  in  their  way, 
with  furprifing  quicknefs  and  dexterity:  the 
grafs,  which  was  five  or  fix  feet  high,  and  as 
dry  as  Rubble,  burnt  with  amazing  fury;  and 
the  fire  made  a rapid  progrefs  towards  a tent  of 
Mr.  Banks’s,  which  had  been  fet  up  for  Tupia 
w'hen  he  was  fick,  taking  in  its  courfe  a fow  and 
pigs,  one  of  which  it  fcorched  to  death.  Mr, 
Banks  leaped  into  a boat,  and  fetched  fome 
people  from  on  board,  juft  time  enough  to  fave 
his  tent,  by  hauling  it  down  upon  the  beach  ; 
but  the  fmith’s  forge,  at  leaft  fuch  part  of  it  as 
would  burn,  was  confumed.  While  this  w\is 
doing,  the  Indians  went  to  a place  at  fome  dif- 
tance,  where  feveral  of  our  people  were  wafliing, 
and  where  our  nets,  among  which  was  the  feine, 
and  a great  quantity  of  linen,  were  laid  out  to 
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dry ; here  they  again  fet  fire  to  the  grafs,  entire- 
ly difregarding  both  threats  and  entreaties. 
We  were  therefore  obliged  to  difcharge  a muf- 
quet,  loaded  with  Imall  fliot,  at  one  of  them, 
which  drew  blood  at  the  diftance  of  about  forty 
yards,  and  this  putting  them  to  flight,  we  extin- 
o-uiflied  the  fire  at  this  place  before  it  had  made 
much  progrefs*,  but  where  the  grafs  had  been 
firft  kindled,  it  fpread  into  the  woods  to  a great 
diltance.  As  the  Indians  were  ftill  in  fight,  I 
fired  a mufquet,  charged  with  ball,  abreaftof  them 
among  the  mangroves,  to  convince  them  that 
they  were  not  yet  out  of  our  reach  : upon  hear- 
ing the  ball  they  quickened  their  pace,  and  we 
foon  loft  fight  of  them.  We  thought  they 
would  now  give  us  no  more  trouble;  but  foon 
after  we  heard  their  voices  in  the  woods,  and 
perceived  that  they  came  nearer  and  nearer.  I 
fet  out,  therefore,  with  Mr.  Banks  and  three  or 
four  more,  to  meet  them : when  our  parties 
came  in  fight  of  each  other,  they  halted  ; except 
one  old  man,  who  came  forward  to  meet  us : at 
length  he  ftopped,  and  having  uttered  fome 
words,  which  we  were  very  forry  we  could  not 
underftand,  he  w^ent  back  to  his  companions, 
and  the  whole  body  flowly  retreated.  We 
found  means  however  to  feize  fome  of  their 
darts,  an'd  continued  to,  follow  them  about  a 
mile  I we  then  iat  down  upon  fome  rocks,  from 
which  we  could  obferve  their  motions,  and  they 
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alfo  fat  down  at  about  an  hundred  yards  dif- 
tance.  After  a fhort  time,  the  old  man  again 
advanced  towards  us,  carrying  in  his  hand  a 
lance  without  a point : he  flopped  feveral  times, 
at  different  diftances,  and  fpoke;  we  anfwered 
by  beckoning  and  making  fuch  figns  of  amity 
as  we  could  devife  ; upon  which  the  meffenger 
of  peace,  as  we  fuppofed  him  to  be,  turned  and 
fpoke  aloud  to  his  companions,  who  then  fet  up 
their  lances  again  ft  a tree,  and  advanced  towards 
us  in  a friendly  manner:  when  they  came  up, 
we  returned  the  darts  or  lances  that  we  had 
taken  from  them,  and  we  perceived  with  great 
fatisfaftion  that  this  rendered  the  reconciliation 
complete.  We  found  in  this  party  four  perfpns 
v/hom  we  bad  never  feen  before,  who  as  ufual 
were  introduced  to  us  by  name;  but  the  man 
who  had  been  wounded  in  the  attempt  to  burn 
our  nets  and  linen,  was  not  among  them ; we 
knew  however  that  he  could  not  be  dangeroufly 
hurt,  by  the  dlflance  at  which  the  fhot  reached 
him.  We  made  all  of  them  prelents  of  fuch 
trinkets  as  we  had  about  us,  and  they  walked 
back  with  us  towards  the  fliip ; as  we  went 
along,  they  told  us,  by  figns,  that  they  would 
not  let  fire  to  the  gral’s  any  more;  and  we  difiri- 
buted  among  them  fonie  mufquet  balls,  and  en- 
deavoured to  make  them  underfland  their  ufe 
and  effeft.  When  they  came  abrcafl  of  the 
|ljip,  they  fat  down,  but  could  not  be  prevailed 
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upon  to  come  on  board ; we  therefore  left  them, 
and  in  about  two  hours  they  went  away,  foon 
after  which  we  perceived  the  woods  on  fire  at 
about  two  miles  diftance.  If  this  accident  had 
happened  a very  little  while  fooner,  the  confe- 
quence  might  have  been  dreadful ; for  our  pow- 
der had  been  aboard  but  a few  days,  and  the 
ftore-tent,  with  many  valuable  things  which  it 
contained,  had  not  been  removed  many  hours. 
VVe  had  no  idea  of  the  fury  with  which  grafs 
would  burn  in  this  hot  climate,  nor  confequently 
of  the  difficulty  of  extinguiffiing  itj  but  we 
determined,  that  if  it  ffiould  ever  again  be  ne- 
celTary  for  us  to  pitch  cur  tents  in  fuch  a fitua- 
tion,  our  firft  meafure  ffiould  be  to  clear  the 
ground  round  us. 

In  the  afternoon  we  got  every  thing  on  board 
the  ffiip,  new  birthed  her,  and  let  her  fwing  with 
the  tide;  and  at  night  the  Mafter  returned, 
with  the  difeouraging  account  that  there  was  no 
pafiTage  for  the  ffiip  to  the  northward. 

The  next  morning,  at  low  water,  I went  and 
founded  and  buoyed  the  bar,  the  ffiip  being 
now  ready  for  fea.  We  faw  no  Indians  this  day, 
but  all  the  hills  round  us  for  many  miles  were 
on  fire,  which  at  night  made  a moil  ftriking  and 
beautiful  appearance. 

The  21ft  pafied  without  our  getting  fight  of 
any  of  the  inhabitants,  and  indeed  without  a 
fingle  incident  worth  notice.  On  the  2 2d,  we 
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killed  a turtle  for  the  day’s  provifion,  upon 
opening  which  we  found  a wooden  harpoon  or  — j 

turtle-peg,  about  as  thick  as  a man’s  finger,  near  Sunday  az. 
fifteen  inches  long,  and  bearded  at  the  end,  fuch 
as  we  had  feen  among  the  natives,  flicking 
through  both  fhoulders : it  appeared  to  have 
been  ftruck  a confiderable  time,  for  the  wound 
had  perfedly  healed  up  over  the  weapon. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the  23d,  I fcnt  fome 
people  into  the  country  to  gather  a fupply  of 
the  greens  which  have  been  before  mentioned 
by  the  name  of  Indian  Kale;  one  of  them  hav- 
ing draggled  from  the  reft,  fuddenly  fell  in  with 
four  Indians,  three  men  and  a boy,  whom  he  did 
not  fee  till,  by  turning  fliort  in  the  wood,  he 
found  himfelf  among  them.  They  had  kindled 
a fire,  and  were  broiling  a bird  of  fome  kind, 
and  part  of  a Kanguroo,  the  remainder  of  which, 
and  a cockatoo,  luing  at  a little  diftance  upon  a 
tree:  the  man,  being  unarmed,  was  at  firfl 
greatly  tetrified ; but  he  had  the  prefence  of 
mind  not  to  run  away,  judging  very  rightly,  that 
he  was  moft  likely  to  incur  danger  by  appearing 
to  apprehend  it;  on  the  contrary,  he  went  and 
fat  down  by  them,  and,  with  an  air  of  chearful- 
nefs  and  good  humour,  offered  them  his  knife, 
the  only  thing  he  had  about  him  which  he 
thought  would  be  acceptable  to  them;  they  re- 
ceived it,  and  having  handed  it  from  one  to  the 
other,  they  gave  it  him  again  : he  then  made  an 
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offer  to  leave  them  ; but  this  they  Teemed  not 
difpofed  to  permit:  Aill  however  he  diffembled 
Monday  x3-  fears,  and  fat  down  again  ; they  confidered 
him  with  great  attention  and  curiofity,  particu- 
larly his  clothes,  and  then  felt  his  hands  and 
face,  and  fatisfied  themfelves  that  his  body  was 
of  the  fame  texture  with  their  own.  They  treat- 
ed him  with  the  greateft  civility,  and  having 
kept  him  about  half  an  hour,  they  made  figns 
that  he  might  depart:  he  did  not  wait  for  a 
fecond  difmiffion,  but  when  he  left  them,  not 
taking  the  diredt  way  to  the  Ikip,  they  came 
from  their  fire  and  direded  him  ; fo  that  they 
well  knew  whejnce  he  came. 

In  the  mean  time,  Mr.  Banks,  having  made  an 
excurfion  on  the  other  fide  of  the  river  to  gather 
plants,  found  the  greateft  part  of  the  cloth  that 
had  been  given  to  the  Indians  lying  in  a heap 
together,  probably  as  ufelefs  lumber,  not  worth 
carrying  away  •,  and  perhaps,  if  he  had  fought 
further,  he  might  have  found  the  other  trinkets; 
lor  they  Teemed  to  fet  very  little  value  upon  any 
thing  we  had,  except  our  turtle,  which  was  a 
commodity  that  we  were  leaft  able  to  fpare. 

The  blowing  weather,  which  prevented  our 
attempt  to  get  out  to  Tea,  ftill  continuing,  Mr. 
Banks  and  Dr.  Sclander  went  out  again  on  the 
24th  to  fee  whether  any  new  plant  could  be  picked 
up  : they  traverfed  the  woods  all  day  without 
fuccefs;  but  as  they  were  returning  through  a 

deep 


Tuefday  24. 


143 


ROUND  THE  WORLD. 

deep  valley,  the  Tides  of  which,  though  almofl:  1770. 

as  perpendicular  as  a wall,  were  covered  with  — / 

trees  and  bullies  ; they  found  lying  upon  the 
ground  feveral  marking  nuts,  the  Anacardium 
l)rientale\  thefe  put  them  upon  a new  fcent,  and 
they  made  a mod:  diligent  feareh  after  the  tree 
that  bore  them,  which  perhaps  no  European  bo- 
tanift  ever  Taw-,  but  to  their  great  mortification 
they  could  not  find  it  : fo  that,  alter  ipending 
much  time,  and  cutting  down  four  or  five  trees, 
they  returned  quite  exhaulled  with  fatigue  to 

the  fhip. 

On  the  25th,  having  made  an  excurfion  up  the  v/€dnef.i5» 
river,  I found  a canoe  belonging  to  our  friends 
the  Indians,  whom  we  had  not  feen  fince  the 
affair  of  the  turtle-,  they  had  left  it  tied  to 
Tome  mangroves,  about  a mile  dillant  from  the 
Ihip,  and  I could  fee  by  their  fires  that  they  were 
retired  at  leaft  fix  miles  direftly  inland. 

As  Mr.  Banks  was  again  gleaning  the  country 
for  his  Natural  Hillory  on  the  26th,  he  had  the  Thurfj.26- 
CTOod  fortune  to  take  an  animal  of  the  Opojfum 
tribe  : it  was  a female,  and  with  it  he  took  two 
young  ones:  it  was  found  much  to  refcmble  the 
remarkable  animal  of  the  kind,  which  Monf.  de 
Bulfon  has  defcribed  in  his  Natural  Hillory  by 
the  name  of  Phalana^er,  but  it  was  not  the  fiime. 

Monf  Bulfon  fuppoll-s  tiiis  tribe  to  be  peculiar 
to  America,  but  in  this  he  is  certainly  mil- 
taken ; and  probably,  as  Pallas  has  obferved  in 
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his  Zoology,  the  Phalanger  itfelf  is  a native  of 
the  Eaft  Indies,  as  the  animal  which  was  cauoht 

D 

by  Mr.  Banks  refembled  it  in  the  extraordinary 
conformation  of  the  feet,  in  which  it  differs  from 
animals  of  every  other  tribe. 

On  the  27th,  Mr.  Gore  fliot  a Kanguroo, 
which,  with  the  flcin,  entrails,  and  head,  weighed 
eighty-four  pounds.  Upon  examination,  how- 
ever, we  found  that  this  animal  was  not  at  its 
full  growth,  the  innermoft  grinders  not  being 
yet  formed.  We  drelTed  it  for  dinner  the  next 
day  ; but  to  our  great  difappointment,  we  found 
it  had  a much  worfc  flavour  than  that  we  had 
eaten  before. 

The  wind  continued  in  the  fame  quarter,  and 
with  the  fame  violence,  till  five  o’clock  in  the 
morning  of  the  29th,  when  it  fell  calm  ; foon 
after  a light  breeze  fprung  up  from  the  land, 
and  it  being  about  two  hours  ebb,  I fent  a boat 
to  fee  what  water  was  upon  the  bar;  in  the 
mean  time  we  got  the  anchor  up,  and  made  all 
ready  to  put  to  fea.  But  when  the  boat  came 
back,  the  officer  reported  that  there  was  only 
thirteen  feet  water  upon  the  bar,  which  was  fix 
inches  lefs  than  the  fliip  drew.  We  were  there- 
fore obliged  to  come  to,  and  the  fea  breeze  fet- 
ting  in  again  about  eight  o’clock,  we  gave  up 
all  hope  of  failing  that  day. 

We  had  frefli  gales  at  S.  E.  with  hazy  wea- 
ther and  rain,  till  two  in  the  morning  of  the  9 iff:, 

when 
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\then  the  weather  being  fomething  more  mode- 

rate,  I had  thoughts  of  trying  to  warp  the  fhip  » 

1 • r ir  Tuefilayii, 

out  of  the  harbour-,  but  upon  going  out  mylelr 
firfl:  in  the  toac,  I found  it  ftill  blow  too  frefli' 
for  the  attempt.  During  all  this  time  the  pin- 
nace and  yawl  continued  to  ply  the  net  and  hook 
with  tolerable  fuccefs-,  fometimes  taking  a’ 
turtle,  and  frequently  bringing  in  from  two' to 
three  hundred  weight  of  fifh- 

On  the  ill  of  Augiift,  the  carpenter  examined 
the  pumps,  and  to  our  great  mortification,  found  ' 
them  all  in  a ftate  of  decay,  owing,  as  he  faid,' 
to  the  fap’s  having  been  left  in  the  wood ; one 
of  them  was  fo  rotten  as,  when  hoifted  up,  to 
drop  to  pieces,  and  the  reft  were  little  better  j fo' 
that‘our  chief  truft  was  now  in  the  foundnefs  of 
our  veflel, 'which  happily  did  not  admit  more 
than  one  inch  of  water  in  an  hour. 

f f 

’ At  fix  o’clock  in  the  morning  of  Friday  the  Friday  3. 
3d,  we  made  another  unfuccefsful  attempt  to 
warp  the  fhip  out  of  the  harbour;  but  at  five 
o’clock  in  the  morning  of  the  4th,  our  efforts  Saturday4, 
had  a better  effect,  and  about  feven,'^  we  got 
once  more  under  fail,  with  a light  air- from  the 
land,  which  foon  died  away,  and  was  followed 
by  the  fe-a  breezes  from  S.  E.  by  S.  with  which 
we  flood  off  to  fea  E.  by  N.,  having  the  pin- 
nace ahead,  which  was  ordered  to  keep  found- 
ing continually.  The  yawl  had  been  fent  to  the 
turtle  bank,  to  take  up  the  net  which  had  been 
VoL,  IV.  L left 
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left  there i but  as  the  wind  frelhened,  we  got 
out  before  her.  A little  before  noon  we  anchor- 
ed in  fifteen  fathom  water,  with  a landy  bot- 
tom i for  I did  not  think  it  fafe  to  run  in  among 
the  Ihoals,  till  I had  well  viewed  them,  at  low- 
water,  from  the  maft-head,  which  might  deter- 
mine me  which  way  to  fleer  : for  as  yet  I was 
in  doubt  whether  I fhould  beat  back  to  the 
Ibuthward,  round  all  the  flioals,  or  feek  a paf- 
fage  to  the  eaftward  or  the  northward,  all  which 
at  prefent  appeared  to  be  equally  difficult  and 
dangerous.  When  v/e  were  at  anchor  the  har- 
bour from  which  we  failed  bore  S.  70  W.,  dif- 
tant  about  five  leagues ; the  northermoft  point 
of  the  main  in  fight,  which  I named  Cape  Bed- 
ford, and  which  lies  in  latitude  15°  16'  S.,  Ion- ' 
gitude  214^^  45'  W.,  bore  N.  20  W.,  diftant 
three  leagues  and  a half  j but  to  the  N.  E.  of 
this  Cape  we  could  fee  land  which  had  the  ap- 
pearance of  two  high  ifiands:  the  turtle  banks 
bore  eaft,  diftant  one  mile:  our  latitude  by  ob- 
fervation  was  15®  32' S.,  and  our  depth  of  water 
in  {landing  off  from  the  land  was  from  three 
and  an  half  to  fifteen  fathom. 
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1 Departure  from  Endeavour  River  \ a parti- 
cular Defcription  of  the  Harbour  there, 
in  'which  the  Ship  vuaj  refitted,  the  adja- 
cent Country^  and  fever  al  Jfiands  near  the 
Coafi:  The  Range  from  Endeavour  River  ( 

’ to  tJoe  Northern  E:)ctrenmy  of  the  Country^ 
and  the  Dangers  of  that  Navigation. 

!rjpO  the  harbour  which  we  had  now  left,  I ,-70. 
X gave  the  name  of  Endeavour  River,  ff'f 
It  is  only  a fmali  bar  harboyr,  or  creek,  which 
runs  in  a winding  channel  three  or  four  leagues 
inland,  and  at  the  head  of  wEich  there  is  a fmall 
brook  of  frelh  water : there  is  not  depth  of  wa- 
ter for  (hipping  above  a mile  within  the  bar,  and 
at  this  diftance  only  on  the  north  fide,  where  the 
bank  is  fo  fteep  for  near  a quarter  of  a mile, 

} that  a Ihip  may  lie  afloat  at  low  water,  fo  near  the 
Ihore  as  to  reach  it  with  a ftage,and  the  fitua;ion 
is  extremely  convenient  for  heaving  down ; but  at 
low  water,  the  depth  upon  the  bar  is  not  more 
than  nine  or  ten  feet,  nor  more  than  feventeen  pr 
eighteen  at  the  height  of  the  tide  j the  difference 
between  high  and  low  water,  at  fpring  tides, 
bciag  abput  nine  feet.  At  the  new  and  full  of 
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the  moon  it  is  high  water  between  nine  and  ten 
I o’clock:  it  mufl:  alfo  be  remembered,  that  this 
part  of  the  coafl;  is  fo  barricaded  with  Ihoals,  as 
to  make  the  harbour  ftill  more  difficult  of  accefs ; 
the  lafefl;  approach  is  from  the  fouthward,  keep- 
ing the  main  land  clofe  upon  the  board  all  the 
way.  Its  fituation  may  always  be  found  by  the 
latitude,  which  has  been  very  accurately  laid 
down.  Over  the  fouth  point  is  fome  high  land, 
but  the  north  point  is  formed  by  a -low  fandy 
beach,  which  extends  about  three  miles  to  the 
northward,  where  the  land  begins-again  to.be 
high. 

' The  chief  refreffiment  that  we  procured ^here,‘‘ 

was  turtle,  but  as  they  were  not'  to  be  had  with-  j 
• * 
out  going  five  leagues  out  to  fea,  and  the  wea-' 

ther  was  frequently  tempeftuous,  we  did  not 

abound  with  this  dainty:  what  we  caught,  as 

well  as  the  fifli,  was  always  equally  divided 

among  us  all  by  weight,  the  meaneft  perfon  on 

board  having  the  fame  Ihare  as  myfelf;  and  I' 

think  every  commander,  in  fuch  a voyage  as 

this,  will  find  it  his  intereft  to  follow  the  fame’ 

rule.  In  feveral  parts -of  the Tandy  beaches,  and' 

fand  hills  near 'the  fea,  we  found  purfiain,  and  a* 

kind-  of  bean  that  grows  upon- a ftalk,  which 

creeps  along  the  ground':  the- purfiain  we  found' 

very  good  when  it*  was- boiled,  and  the  beans  arc 

not-to  be  defpifed,  for  we  found  them  of  great' 

fervice-  t-o'-our-  fiek-t - the  be-ft^ greens,  however,' 

that 


■■  ROUND  THE  WORLD.' 

that  could  be  procured  here,  were  the  tops  of  the 
coccos,"  which  have  been  mentioned  already,  as 
-known  in  the  Weft  Indies  by  the  name  of  Itidian 
kale:  thefe  were,  in  our  opinion,  not  much  infe- 
rior to  fpinnage,"  which  in  tafte  they  fomewhat 
refemble  ; the  roots  indeed  are  not  good,  but 
they  might  probably  be  meliorated  by  proper 
cultivation.  They  are  found  here  chiefly  in 
boggy  ground.  The  few  cabbage  palms  that 
.we  met  with,  were  in  general  fmall,  and  yielded 
fo  little  cabbage  that  they  were  not  worth  feek- 
ing. 

Befides  the  kanguroo,  and  the  opoffum,  that 
have  been  already  mentioned,  and  a kind  of 
.polecat,  there  are  wolves  upon  this  part  of  the 
coaft,  if  we  were  not  deceived  by  the  tracks  up- 
on the  ground,  and  feveral  fpecies  of  ferpents  ; 
fome  of  the  ferpents  are  venomous,  and  fome 
harmlefs  -:  there  are  no  tame  animals  here  except 
dogs,  and  of  thefe  we  faw  but  two  or  three, 
which  frequently  came  about  the  tents,  to  pick 
up  the  feraps  and  bones  that  happened  to  lie 
fcattered  near  them.  There  does  not  indeed 
feem  to  be  many  of  any  animal,  except  the  kan- 
guroo we  fcarcely  faw  any  other  above  once, 
-but  this- we  met  with  almoft  every -time  we 
went  Tnto  the  'woods.  Of  land  fowls  we  faw 
"ctoWs;  kites,  hawks,"  cockatoos  of  two  Torts,  one 
‘whitd  and  the'  Other  blaOk,  a very  beautiful 
kind  of  loriquets,  fome  parrots,  pigeons  of  two 
*•  L 3 or 
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1770-  oi-  three  forts,  and  feveralfmall  birdi  hbt  known 

Augult. 

I— -V— -»  m Europt.  Thfe  water  fowls  are  herns,  whift- 
saiuH.4>  ii,ig  iducks,  whieh  pferch,  and,  I believe,  rood 
upon  trees,  wild  geefe,  curlieus,  and  a few 
others,  but  thefe  do  not  abound.  The  face  of 
the  country,  with  has  been  occafionally  men- 
troned  before,  is  agreeably  diverfified  by  hill  and 
valley,  lawn  and  wood.  The  foil  of  the  hills  is 
hard,  dry,  and  ftony,  yet  it  produces  coarfe 
grafs  befides  wood : the  foil  of  the  plains  and 
vallies  is  in  fome  places  fand,  and  in  fome  clay  j 
in  fome  alfo  it  is  rocky  and  ftony,  like  the  hills  ; 
in  general,  howev'er,  it  is  well  clothed,  and  has 
at  lead  the  appearance  of  fertility.  The  whole 
country,  both  hill  and  valley,  wood  and  plain, 
abounds  with  ant  hills,  fome  of  which  are  fix  or 
eight  feet  high,  and  twice  as  much  in  circum- 
ference. The  trees  here  are  not  of  many  forts ; 
tire  gum  tree,  which  we  found  on  the  foUthem 
part  of  the  coad,  is  the  mod  common,  but  here 
it  is  not  fo  large:  on  each  fide  of  the  river, 
through  its  whole  courfe,  there  are  mangroves 
in  great  numbers,  which  in  fome  places  extend  ^ 
mile  within  the  coad.  The  country  is  in  all 
parts  well  watered,  there  being  feveral  .fine  .ri- 
vulets at  a fmall  didance  from  each  other,  but 
none  in  the  place  where  we  lay,  at  lead  not  dur- 
ing the  time  we  were  there,  which  was  the  dry 
feafon ; we  were  however  well  fupplied  with 
W4ter  by  fprings.,  which  were  not  far  off, . 


In 
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(In  the  afternoon  of  the  4th,  we  had  a gentle 
breeze  at  S.  E.  and  clear  weather,  but  as  I did  < — 

H not  intend  to  fail  till  the  morning,  I lent  ail  the 
d boats  to  the  reef,  to  get  what  turtle  and  fljell- 
^ filh  they  could.  At  low  water,  1 went  up  to 
b the  maft-head,  and  took  a view  of  the  fhoals, 
t which  made  a very  threatening  appearance : I 
s|  could  fee  feveral  at  a remote  diftance,  and  part 
I of  many  of  them  was  above  water.  The  fea 
I appeared  molt  open  to  the  north-eaft  of  the 
I turtle  reef,  and  I came  to  a refolution  to  ftretcli 
^ out  that  way  clofe  upon  a wind,  becaufe  if  we 
S Ihould  find  no  paffage,  we  could  always  return 
I the  way  we  went,  in  the  evening  the  boats 
brought  in  a turtle,  a fting-ray,  and  as  many 
large  cockles  as  came  to  about  a pound  and  a 
half  a man,  for  in  each  of  them  there  was  not 
[ lefs  than  two  pounds  of  meat : in  the  night  alfo 

I we  caught  feveral  (harks,  which,  though  not  a 

! dainty,  were  an  acceptable  increafe  of  our  frefii 
provifion. 

In  the  morning,  I waited  till  half  ebb  before  I s.mdjy  j. 
weighed,  becaufe  at  that  time  the  Ihoals  begin  to 
appear,  but  the  vdnd  then  blew  fo  hard  that  I 
was  obliged  to  remain  at  anchor:  in  the  after- 
noon, however,  the  gale  becoming  more  mode- 
rate, we  got  under  fail,  and  ftood  out  upon  a 
wind  N.  E.  by  E.,  leaving  the  turtle  reef  to 
windward,  and  having  the  pinnace  founding  a- 
head  : we  had  not  kept  this  courfe  long,  before 
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we  difcovered  fhoals  before  us,  and  upon  both 
the  bows  i and  at  half  an  hour  after  four,  hav- 
ing run  about  eight  miles,  the  pinnace  made  the 
fignal  for  fhoal  water,  where  we  little  expelled 
it  : upon  this  we  tacked,  and  flood  on  and  off, 
while  the  pinnace  flretched  farther  to  the  eaft- 
vyard,  and  night  approaching,  1 came  to  an  an- 
chor in  twenty  fathom  water,  with  a muddy  bot- 
tom. Endeavour  River  then  bore  S.  52  W. ; 
Cape  Bedford  W:  by  N.  i N.,  diftant  five 
leagues-,  the  norther  moil  land  in  fight,  which 
had  the  appearance  of  an  ifland,  N.  -,and  a fhoal,  a 
Imall  landy  part  of  which  appeared  above  water, 
bore  N.  E.,  diftant  between  two  and  three 
miles  : in  ftahding  off  from  turtle  reef  to  this 
place,  we  had  from  fourteen  to  twenty  fathom 
water,  but  when  the  pinnace  was  about  a mile 
farther  to  the  E.  N.  E.  there  was  no  more  than 
four  or  five  feet  water,  with  rocky  ground ; and 
yet  this  did  not  appear  to  us  in  the  ftfip.  In  the 
morning  of  the  6th,  we  had  a ftrong  gale,  fQ 
that  inftead  of  weighing,  we  were  obliged  to 
veer  away  niore  cable,  and  ftrike  our  top-gal- 
lant yards.  At  low  water,  myfelf,  with  feveral 
.of  the  officers,  kept  a look-out  at  the  maft-head, 
to  fee  if  any  paffagg  could  be  difcovered  be- 
,tween  the  fhoals,  byt  nothing  was  in  vievv  exr 
.cept  breakers,  extending  from  the  S.  round  by  the 
E.  as  far  as  N.  W.,  and  out  to  fea  beyond  the 
•reach  of  our  fight  5 thefe  breakers,  however, 
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did  not  appear  to  be  caiifed  by  one  continued  j^77o^* 

fhoal,  but  by  feveral  which  lay  detached  from  » 

each  other:  on  that  which  lay  fartheft  to  the 
eaftward,  the  fea  broke  very  high,  which  made 
me  think  it  was'the  outermoft,  for  upon  many 
of  thefe  within,  the  breakers  were  inconfider- 
^ble,  and  from  about  half  ebb  to  half  flood, 
they  were  not  to  be  feen  at  all,  which  makes 
failing  among  them  ftill  more  dangerous,  efpe- 
cially  as  the  flioals  here  confifl;  principally  of 
coral  rocks,  which  are  as  deep  as  a wall ; upon 
.fome  of  them  however,  and  generally  at  the 
north  end,  there  are  patches  of  fand,  which  are 
covered  only  at  high  water,  and  which  are  to  be  ' '*■ 

difcerned  at  fome  diftance.  Being  now  con- 
vinced that  there  was  no  pafTage  to  fea,  but 
through  the  labyrinth  formed  by  thefe  flioals,  I 
was  altogether  at  a lofs  which  way  to  fteer,  when 
the  weather  fhould  permit  us  to  get  under  fail. 

It  was  the  Mailer’s  opinion,  that  we  fhould  beat 
back  the  way  we  came,  but  this  would  have 
been  an  endlefs  labour,  as  the  wind  blew 
ftrongly  from  that  quarter,  almoil  without  in- 
termiiTion;  on  the  other  hand,  if  no  paifage 
could  be  found  to  the  northward,  we  fhould  be 
compelled  to  take  that  meafure  at  lail.  Thefe 
anxious  deliberations  engaged  us  till  eleven 
o’clock  at  night,  when  the  fliip  drove,  and  obliged 
us  to  veer  away  to  a cable  and  one  third,  which 
l^rought  her  up ; but  in  the  morning,  the  gale  Tuefday7. 
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increafing,  fhe  drove  again,  and  we  therefore 
let  go  the  fmall  bower,  and  veered  away  to  a 
whole  cable  upon  it,  and  two  cables  on  the 
other  anchors,  yet  fhe  ftill  drove,  though  not  fo 
fall;  we  then  got  down  top-gallant  marts,  and 
ftruck  the  yards  and  top-marts  clofe  down,  and 
at  laft  had  the  fatisfadi6n  to  find  that  fhe  rode. 
Cape  Bedford  now  bore  W.  S.  W.  dirtant  three 
leagues  and  an  half,  and  in  this  fituation  we  had 
fhoals  to  the  eaftward,  extending  from  the  S.  E. 
by  S.  to  the  N.  N.  W.  the  neareft  of  which  was 
about  two  miles  dirtanL  As  the  gale  continued, 
with  little  remifhon,  we  rode  till  feven  o’clock 
in  the  morning  of  the  loth,  when,  it  being  more 
moderate,  we  weighed,  and  flood  in  for  the 
land,  having  at  length  determined  to  feek  a paf- 
fage  along  the  fhore  to  the  northward,  ftill  keep- 
ing the  boat  ahead : during  our  run  in  we  had 
from  nineteen  to  twelve  fathom:  after  ftandinc 
in  about  an  hour,  we  edged  away  for  three  fmall 
iflands  that  lay  N.  N.  E.  4-  E , three  leagues 
from  Cape  Bedford,  which  the  Mafter  had  vifit- 
cd  while  we  were  in  port.  At  nine  o’clock,  we 
were  abreaft  of  them,  and  between  them  arid  the 
main : between  us  and  the  main  there  was  an- 
other low  ifland,  which  lies  N.  N.  W.  four  miles 
fromthe  three  iflands  ; and  in  this  channel  we  had 
fourteen  fathom  water.  The  northermoft  point 
of  land  in  fight  now  bore  N.  N.  W.  f W.,  dif- 
tant  about  two  leagues.  Four  or  five  leagues 

to 
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to  the  north  of  this  head  land,  we  faw  three  1770. 
iflands,  near  which  lay  Tome  that  were  ftill 
fmalkr,  and  we  could  fee  the  flioals  and  reefs 
without  us,  extending  to  the  northward,  as  far  as 
thefe  iflands:  between  thefe  reefs  and  the  head 
land,  we  dire<5ted  our  courfe,  leaving  to  the 
eaftward  a fmall  ifland,  which  lies  N.  by  E., 
diftant  four  miles  from  the  three  iflands.  At 
noon,  we  were  got  between  the  head  land  and  the 
three  iflands  : from  the  head  land  we  were  diftant 
two  leagues,  and  from  the  iflands  four  *,  our  la- 
titude, by  obfervation,  was  14°  We  now 

thought  we  faw  a clear  opening  before  us,  and 
hoped  that  we  were  once  more  out  of  danger;  in 
this  hope,  however,  we  foon  found  ourfelves  dif- 
appointed,  and  for  that  reafon  I called  the  head 
land  Cape  Flattery.  It  lies  in  latitude  14® 

56'  S.,  longitude  214®  43'  W.,  and  is  a lofty 
promontory,  making  next  the  fea  in  two  hills, 
which  have  a third  behind  them,  with  low  fandy 
ground  on  each  fide : it  may  however  be  ftill 
better  known  by  the  three  iflands  out  at  fea:  the 
northermoft  and  largeft  lies  about  five  leagues 
.from  the  Cape,  in  the  diredion  of  N.  N.  E. 

From  Cape  Flattery  the  land  trends  away  N.  W. 
and  N.  W.  by  W.  We  fleered  along  the  fhore 
•jN'.  W.  by  W.  till  one  o’clock,  for  what  we 
thought  the  open  channel,  when  the  petty  officer 
at  the  maft-head  cried  out  that  he  faw  land  a- 
heads  extending  quite  round  to  the  iflands  that 

lay 
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‘lay  without  us,  and  a large  reef  between  us  and 
them  : upon  this  I ran  up  to  the  mart  head  my- 
felf,  from  whence  I very  plainly  faw  the  reef, 
which  was  now  fo  far  to  windward,  that  we  could 
not  weather  it,  but  the  land  ahead,'  which  he  had 
fuppofed  to  be  the  main,  appeared  to  me  to  be> 
only  a clufter  of  fmall  iflands.  Asfoon  as  I got 
down  from  the  maft-head,  the  Mailer,  and  fome 
others  went  up,  who  all  infilled  that  the  land 
ahead  was  not  iflands,  but  the  main,  and  to 
.make  their  report  Hill  more  alarming,  they  faid 
that  they  faw  breakers  all  round  us.  In  this 
.dilemma,  we  hauled  upon  a wind  in  for  the  land, 
land  made  the  fignal  for  the  boat  that  was 
founding  ahead  to  come  on  board,  but  as  flie 
was  far  to  leeward,  we  were  obliged  to  edge 
away  to  take  her  up,  and  foon  after  we  came  to 
an  anchor, under  a pointof  the  main,in  fomewhat 
lefs  than  five  fathom,  and  at  about  the  dillance  of 
'a  mile  from  the  Iliore.  Cape  Flattery  now  bore 
S.  E.  diftant  three  leagues  and  an  half.  As  fooin 
as  the  Ihip  was  at  anchor,  I went  afliore  upon 
«the  point,  which  is  ‘high,  and  afforded  me  a 
.good  view  of  the  fea'coall,  trending  away  N.  W. 
by  .W.  eight  or  ten  leagues,  which,  the  wea- 
ther not  being  very  clear,  was  as  far  as- 1 could 
'fee.- "'Nine  or  ten  fmall  low  iflands,  and  fome 


■ilhoals,;appeared  off  the  coall  j I faw  alfo  fome 
•large 'fhodls  betvveen  the  main  and  the  three 
-'high  ifla-ndsi  'withi^ut  which,  1 was  clearly  of 
^ i opinion 
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opinion  there  were  more  iflands,  and  not  any 

part  of  the  main.  Except  the  point  I was  t ’ 

now  upon,  which  I called  Point  Look-out, 
and  Cape  Flattery,  the  main  land,  to  the  north- 
ward of  Cape  Bedford,  is  low,  and  chequered 
with  white  fand  and  green  bufhes,  for  ten  or 
twelve  miles  inland,  beyond  which  it  rifes  to  a 
confiderable  height.  To  the  northward  of  Point 
Look-out,  the  coaft  appeared  to  be  fhoal  and 
flat,  for  a confiderable  diftance,  which  did  not  en- 
courage the  hope  that  the  channel  we  had  hitherto 
found  in  with  the  land  would  continue.  Upon 
this  point,  which  v/as  narrow,  and  confifted  of 
the  fined  white  fand  we  had  ever  feen,  we  difco- 
vered  the  footdeps  of  people,  and  we  faw  alfo 
fmoke  and  fire  at  a didance  up  the  country. 

In  the  evening,  I returned  to  the  Ihip,  and 
refolved  the  next  morning  to  vifit  one  of  the 
high  iflands  in  the  offing,  from  the  top  of  which, 
as  they  lay  five  leagues  out  to  fea,  1 hoped  to 
difcover  more  didinflly  the  fituation  of  the 
fhoals,  and  the  channel  between  them. 

. In  the  morning  therefore  of  the  nth,  I fet  Saturdays 
out  in  the  pinnace,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Banks, 
whofe  fortitude  and  curiofity  made  him  a party 
in  every  expedition,  for  the  northermod  and 
larged  of  the  three  iflands,  and  at  the  fame  time 
I fenc  the  Madcr  in  the  yawl  to  leeward,  tO' 
found  between  the  low  iflands  and  the  main.. 

In  my  way,  I pafled  over  a reef  ot  coral  rock 
. . and 


158 


LIEUTENANT  COOK‘s  yOYAGB 

>770.  and  land,  which  lies  about  two  leagues  from  the 
iOand,  and  I left  another  to  leeward,  which  lies 
s.turd. II.  about  three  miles  from  it:  on  the  north  part  of 
the  reef,  to  the  leeward,  there  is  a low  fandy 
ifland,  with  trees  upon  it ; and  upon  the  reef 
which  we  pafled  over,  we  law  feveral  turtle  : we 
chafed  one  or  two,  but  having  little  time  to 
fpare,  and  the  wind  blowing  frelh,  we  did  not 
take  any. 

About  one  o’clock,  we  reached  the  ifland,  and 
immediately  afcended  the  higheft  hill,  with  a mix- 
ture of  hope  and  fear,  proportioned  to  the  im  - 
portance  of  our  bufmefs,  and  the  uncertainty  of 
the  event : when  I looked  round,  I difcovered  a 
reef  of  rocks,  lying  between  two  and  three 
leagues  without  the  iflands,  and  extending  in  a 
line  N.  W.  and  S.  E.  farther  than  I could  fee, 
upon  which  the  fea  broke  in  a dreadful  furf : 
this  however  made  me  think  that  there  were  no 
Ihoals  beyond  them,  and  I conceived  hopes  of 
getting  without  thefe,  as  I perceived  feveral 
breaks  or  openings  in  the  reef,  and  deep  water 
between  that  and  the  iflands.  I continued  upon 
this  hill  till  funfet,  but  the  weather  was  fo  hazy 
during  the  whole  time  that  I came  down  much 
difappointed.  After  refleding  upon  what  I had 
f?en,  and  comparing  the  intelligence  1 had 
gained  with  what  I expeded,  I determined  to 
flay  upon  the  ifland  all  night,  hoping  that  the 
morning  might  be  clearer,  and  afford  me  a more 
r,  diftind 
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diftin<5t  and  ccunprehcnfive  view.  We  therefore  >“7o* 

r _ Augua, 

took  up  our  lodging  under  the  Ihelter  of  a bulh  « — 
which  grew  upon  the  beach,  and  at  three  in  the 
morning,  having  fent  the  pinnace  with  one  of  the  Sunday  12. 
Mates  whom  I had  brought  out  with  me,  to  found 
between  the  ifland  and  the  reefs,  and  examine  what 
appeared  to  be  a channel  through  them,  I climbed 
the  hill  a fecond  time;  but  to  my  great  difap- 
pointment  found  the  weather  much  more  hazy 
than  it  had  been  the  day  before.  About  noon 
the  pinnace  returned,  having  been  as  far  as  the 
reef,  and  found  between  fifteen  and  twenty- 
eight  fathom  of  water ; but  it  blew  fo  hard  that 
the  Mate  did  not  dare  to  venture  into  one  of  the 
channels,  which  he  faid  appeared  to  him  to  be 
verry  narrow : this  however  did  not  difcourage 
me,  for  I judged  from  his  dcfcription  of  the 
place  he  had  been  at,  that  he  had  feen  it  to  dif- 
advantage.  While  I was  bufy  in  my  furvey,  Mr. 

Banks  was  attentive  to  his  favourite  purfuit,  and 
picked  up  fevcral  plants  which  he  had  not  before 
feen.  We  found  the  ifland,  which  is  vifible  at 
twelve  leagues  diftance,  to  be  about  eight 
kagues  in  circumference,  and  in  general  very 
rocky  and  barren.  On  the  north-weft  fide,  how- 
ever, there  are  fome  fandy  bays,  and  fome  low 
land,  which  is  covered  with  long  thin  grafs,  and 
trees  of  the  fame  kind  with  thofe  upon  the 
main : this  part  alfo  abounded  with  lizards  of  a 
very  large  fize,  fome  of  which  we  cook.  We 

found 
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found  alfo  frefh  water  in  two  places-,  one  was  a 
running  ftream,-  but  that  was  a little  brackifli 
where  1 tailed  it,  which  was  clofe  to  the  fea  ; the 
other  was  a Handing  pool,  clofe  behind  the 
fandy  beach,  and  this  was  perfedily  fweet  and 
good.  Notwithllanding  the  dillance  of  this 
illand  from  the  main,  we  faw,  to  our  great  fur-^' 
prile,  that  it  was  fometimes  vifited  by  the  na-' 
rives  •,  for  we  found  feven  or  eight  frames  of 
their  huts,  and  vail  heaps  of  Ihclls,  the  fifli  of 
which  we  fuppofed  had  been  their  food.  We 
obferved  that  alkthefe  huts  were  built  upon  emi- 
nences, and  entirely  expofed  to  the'  S.  E.,  con- 
trary to  thofe  which  we  hadfeen  upon  the  main  ; 
for  they  were  all  built  either  upon  the  fide  of  a 
hill,  or  under  fome  bulhes  which  afforded  them' 
Ihelter  from  the  wind.  - From  thefe  huts,^and  theiC- 
fituation,  we  concluded  that  -at  fome  feafons  of 
the  year  the  weather  here  is  invariably-  cairn  and- 
fine ; for  the  inhabitants  have  no  boat  which 
Can  navigate  the  fea  to  fo  great  a ' dillance,  in 
fuch  weather  as  we  had  from  thC'  time  of  our 
firll  coming  upon  j the  coall.>  As  we  faw  no" 
animals  upon  this  place  but  lizards,  I called  k' 
Lizard  Island;  the  'other  two  hie-h  iflands,- 
which  lie  at  the  dillancC  bf  four  of  five ‘miles 
from  it,  are  comparatively -fmall  - and  near  them 
lie  three  others  fmallef  llill,'and  low,  with  feveraf 
Ihoals  or  reefs;  efpecially  to  the  S.  E.  ':  there  is 
howeve'f  a'clear  paffage  ifam'  Cape' "Flattery  to 
^ 6 thefe 
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thefe  iflands,  and  even  quite  to  the  outward 
reefs,  leaving  Lizard  I (land  to  the  north- weft, 
and  the  others  to  the  fouth-eaft. 

At  two  in  the  afternoon,  there  being  no  hope 
of  clear  weather,  we  fet  out  from  Lizard  Iftand 
to  return  to  the  fhip,  and  in  our  way  landed  up- 
on the  low  fandy  ifland  with  trees  upon  it,  which 
we  had  remarked  in  our  going  out.  Upon  this 
ifland  we  faw  an  incredible  number  of  birds, 
chiefly  fea-fowl : we  found  alfo  the  neft  of  an 
eagle  with  young  ones,  which  we  killed  ; and  the 
neft  of  fome  other  bird,  we  knew  not  what,  of  a 
moft  enormous  fize  ; it  was  built  with  flicks 
upon  the  ground,  and  was  no  lefs  than  fix  and 
twenty  feet  in  circumference,  and  two  feet  eight 
inches  high.  We  found  alfo  that  this  place  had 
been  vifited  by  the  Indians,  probably  to  eat 
turtle,  many  of  which  we  faw  upon  the  ifland 
and  a great  number  of  their  fliells,  piled  one  up- 
on another  in  different  places. 

To  this  fpot  we  gave  the  name  of  Eagle 
Island,  and  after  leaving  it,  we  fleered  S.  W. 
directly  for  the  fhip,  founding  all  the  way,  and 
we  had  never  lefs  than  eight  fathom,  nor  more 
than  fourteen;  the  fame  depth  of  water  that  I 
had  found  between  this  and  Lizard  Ifland. 

When  I got  on  board,  the  M after  informed 
me  that  he  had  been  down  to  the  low  iflands, 
between  which  and  the  main  I had  direded  him 
to  found ; that  he  judged  them  to  lie  about  three 
VoL.  IV.  M leagues 
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leagues  from  the  main;  that  without  them  he 
found  from  ten  to  fourteen  fathom,  and  between 
them  and  the  mainTeven  : but  that  a flat,  v^^hich 


ran  two  leagues  out  from  the  main,  made  this 
channel  narrow.  ‘ Upon  one  of  thefe  low  iflands 
he  flept,  and  was  afliore  upon  others ; and  he 
reported,  that  he  faw  every  where  piles  of  turtle- 
ihells,  and  fins  hanging  upon  the  trees  in  many 
places,  with  the  flefh  upon  them,  fo  recent,  that 
the  boat’s  crew  eat  of  them  : he  faw  alfo  two 
fpots,  clear  of  grafs,  which  appeared  to  have 
been  lately  dug  up,  and  from  the  fhape  and  fize 
of  them  he  conjedured  they  were  graves. 

After  confidering  what  I had  feen  myfelf,  and 
the  report  of  the  Matter,  I was  of  opinion  that 
the  pattage  to  leeward  would  be  dangerous,  and 
that,  by  keeping  in  with  the'  main,  we  fhould 
run  the  rifk  of  being  locked  in  by  the  great  reef, 
and  at  latt  be  compelled  to  return  back  in  fearch 
of  another  pattage,  by  which,  or  any  other  acci- 
dent that  fhould  caufe  the  fame  delay,  we  fhould 
infallibly  lofe  our  pattage  to  the  Eatt  Indies, 
and  endanger  the  ruin  of  the  voyage,  as  we  had 
now  but  little  more  than  three  months  provifions 
on  board  at  fhort  allowance. 

Having  ttated  this  opinion,  and  the  fads  and 
appearances  upon  which  it  was  founded,  to  the 
officers,  it  was  unanimoufiy  agreed,  that  the  beft 
thing  we  could  do  would  be  to  quit  the  coatt  al- 
together,, 
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together,  till  we  could  approach  it  with  lefs  dan-  L7^- 


ger.  ^ 

In  the  morning,  therefore,  at  break  of  day, 
we  got  under  lail,  and  ftood  out  N,  E.  for  the 
north-weft  end  of  Lizard  Ifland,  leaving  Eagle 
Ifland  to  windward,  and  fome  other  iflands  and 
fhoals  to  the  leeward,  and  having  the  pinnace 
ahead  to  afcertain  the  depth  of  water  in  every 
part  of  our  courfe.  In  this  channel  we  had 
from  nine  to  fourteen  fathom.  At  noon,  the 
north-weft  end  of  Lizard  Ifland  bore  E.  S.  E. 
diftant  one  mile*,  our  latitude  by  obfervation 
was  14.°  38',  and  our  depth  of  water  fourteen 
fathom.  We  had  a fteady  gale  at  S.  E.,  and  by 
two  o’clock  we  juft  fetched  to  windward  of  one 
of  the  channels  or  openings  in  the  outer  reef, 
which  I had  feen  from  the  ifland.  We  now 
tacked,  and  made  a fhort  trip  to  the  S.  W. 
while  the  Mafter  in  the  pinnace  examined  the 
channel : he  foon  made  the  fignal  for  the  fliip  to 
follow,  and  in  a fliort  time  flie  got  fafe  out. 
As  foon  as  we  had  got  without  the  breakers,  we 
had  no  ground  with  one  hundred  and  fifty  fa- 
thom, and  found  a large  fea  rolling  in  from  the 
S.  E.,  a certain  fign  that  neither  land  nor  flioals 
were  near  us  in  that  diredlion. 

Our  change  of  fituation  was  now  vifible  in 
every  countenance,  for  it  was  moft  fenfibly  felt 
in  every  bread  : we  had  been  little  lefs  than 
three  months  entangled  among  flioals  and  rocks, 
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1770.  that  every  moment  threatened  us  with  deftruc- 
frequently  paffing  our  nights  at  anchor 
Monday  13.  •vvithln  heating  of  the  furge  that  broke  over 
them-,  Ibmetimes  driving  towards  them  even 
while  our  anchors  were  our,  and  knowing  that 
if  by  any  accident,  to  which  an  almoft  continual 
tempeft  expofed  us,  they  fhould  not  hold,  we 
muft  in  a few  minutes  inevitably  perifli.  But 
now,  after  having  failed  no  lefs  than  three  hun- 
dred and  fixty  leagues,  without  once  having  a 
man  out  of  the  chains  heaving  the  lead,  even  ; 
for  a minute,  which  perhaps  never  happened  to 
any  other  veffel,  we  found  ourfelves  in  an  open 
fea,  with  deep  water;  and  enjoyed  a flow  of  ! 
fpirits,  which  was  equally  owing  to  our  late  ^ 
dangers*  and  our  prefent  fecurity : yet  the  very  j 
waves,  which  by  their  fwell  convinced  us  that 
we  had  no  rocks  or  fhoals  to  fear,  convinced  us 
alio  that  we  could  not  fafely  put  the  fame  con-  , 
fidence  in  our  veffel  as  before  fhe  had  ftruck;  ! 
for  the  blows  fhe  received  from  them  fo  widened  i 
her  leaks,  that  fhe  admitted  no  lefs  than  nine  I 
inches  water  an  hour,  which,  confidering  the  i 
ftate  of  our  pumps,  and  the  navigation  that  was 
ftill  before  us,  would  have  been  a fubjedt  of  more 
ferious  confideration,  to  people  whofe  danger 
had  not  fo  lately  been  fo  much  more  imminent. 

The  paffage  or  channel,  through  which  we  ■ 
paffed  into  the  open  fea  beyond  the  reef,  lies  in 
latitude  14''  32'  S.,  and  may  always  be  known 

by 
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by  the  three  high  iflands  within  it,  which  I have 
called  the  Islands  of  Direction,  becaufe  by  c- 
thefe  a ftranger  may  find  a fafe  pafTage  through 
the  reef  quite  to  the  main.  The  channel  lies  from 
Lizard  Ifland  N.  E.  4-  N.,  diftant  three  leagues, 
and  is  about  one  third  of  a mile  broad,  and  not 
more  in  length.  Lizard  Ifland,  which  is,  as  I have 
before  obferved,  the  largeft  and  the  northermofl; 
of  the  three,  affords  fafe  anchorage  under  the  north- 
weft  fide,  frefh  water,  and  wood  for  fuel.  The 
low  iflands  and  flioals  alfo  which  lie  between  it 
and  the  main  abound  with  turtle  and  fifli,  which 
may  probably  be  caught  in  all  feafons  of  the 
year,  except  when  the  weather  is  very  tem- 
pefluous;  fo  that,  all  things  confidered,  there  is 
not  perhaps  a better  place  for  fhips  to  refrefh  at 
upon  the  whole  coaft  than  this  ifland.  And  be- 
fore I difmifs  it,  I muft  obferve,  that  we  found 
upon  it,  as  well  as  upon  the  beach  in  and  about 
Endeavour  River,  bamboos,  cocoa-nuts,  pumice 
{lone,  and  the  feeds  of  plants  which  are  not  the 
produce  of  this  country,  and  which  it  is  reafon- 
able  to  fuppofe  are  brought  from  the  eaftward 
by  the  trade  winds.  The  iflands  which  were 
difcov?red  by  Qiiiros,  and  called  Auflralia  del 
Efpiritu  Santa,  lie  in  this  parallel ; but  how  far 
to  the  eaftward  cannot  now  be  afeertained:  in 
moll  charts  they  are  placed  in  the  fame  longi- 
tude with  this  country,  which,  as  appears  by  the 
account  of  his  voyage  that  has  been  publiflied, 

M3  he 
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difcoveries  no 

*— — V— — * Icfs  than  two.  and  twenty  degrees  to  the  eaftward 

• Monday  ,3. 

As  foon  as  we  were  without  the  reef,  we 
brought  to,  and  having  hoifted  in  the  boats,  we 
flood  off  and  on  upon  a wind  all  night  3 for  I 
was  not  willing  to  run  to  leeward  till  I had  a 
Tuefday  14.  wliole  day  before  me.  In  the  morning,  at  day- 
break, Lizard  Ifland  bore  S.  i g E,,  diflant  ten 
leagues  ; and  we  then  made  fail  and  flood  away 
N.  N.  W.  -L  W.  till  nine  o’clock,  when  we  flood 
N.  W.  ^ N.,  having  the  advantage  of  a frefh 
gale  at  S.  E.  At  noon,  our  latitude  by  obfer- 
vation  was  13^  46'  S,,  and  at  this  time  we  had 
no  land  in  fight.  At  fix  in  the  evening  we 
flioitened  fail  and  brought  the  fhip  to,  with  her 
wednef.Ts.  head  to  the  N.  E.  ; and  at  fix  in  the  morning 
made  fail  and  fleered  weft,  in  order  to  get  with- 
in fight  of  the  land,  that  I might  be  fure  not  to 
overfhoot  the  paffage,  if  a paffage  there  was, 
between  this  land  and  New  Guinea.  At  noon, 
our  latitude  by  obfervation  was  i3<?  2' S.,  lon- 
gitude 216°  W. ; which  was  23'  W.  of 
Lizard  Ifland  : at  this  time  we  had  no  land  in 
fight ; but  a little  before  one  o’clock,  we  faw 
high  land  from  the  maft-head,  bearing  W.  S. 
W.  At  two,  we  faw  more  land  to  the  N.  W.  of 
that  we  had  feen  before  : it  appeared  in  hills, 
like  iflands;  but  we  judged  it  to  be  a continua- 
tion of  the  main  land.  About  three,  w'e  difco- 

vered 
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extending  to  the  fouthward  farther  than  we  — -» 

could  fee  ; but  to  the  north  we  thought  we  faw 
them  terminate  abreaft  of  us.  What  we  took 
for  the  end  of  them  in  this  direflion,  however, 
fbon  appeared  to  be  only  an  opening  in  the  reef; 
for  we  prefently  faw  them  again^  extending 
northward  beyond  the  reach  of  our  fight.  Up- 
on this  v/e  hauled  clofe  upon  a wind,  which  was 
now  at  E.  S.  E.,  and  we  had  fcarcely  trimmed 
our  fails  before  it  came  to  £.  by  N.  which  was 
right  upon  the  reef,  and  confequently  made  our 
clearing  it  doubtful.  At’funfet  the  northermoft 
part  of  it  that  was  in  fight  bore  from  us  N.  by 
E.,  and  was  two  or  three  leagues  diftant ; this 
however  being  the  bell  tack  to  clear  it,  we  kept 
Handing  to  the  northward  with  all  the  fail  we  could 
fet  till  midnight ; when,  being  afraid  of  Handing 
too  far  in  this  diredlion,  we  tacked  and  Hood  to  the 
fouthward,  our  run  from  funfet  to  this  time  be- 
ing fix  leagues  N.  and  N.  by  E.  When  we  had 
Hood  about  two  miles  S.  S.  E.  it  fell  calm  ; we 
had  founded  feveral  times  during  the  night,  but 
had  no  bottom  with  one  hundred  and  forty  fa- 
thom, neither  had  we  any  ground  now  with  the 
fame  length  of  line;  yet,  about  four  in  the 
morning,  we  plainly  heard  the  roaring  of  the  i6. 

furf,  and  at  break  of  day  faw  it  foaming  to  a 
vafi;  height,  at  not  more  than  a mile’s  dilfance. 

Our  diftrefs  now  returned  upon  us  with  double 
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force  •,  the  waves  which  rolled  in  upon  the  reef, 
carried  us  towards  it  very  faft ; we  could  reach 
no  ground  with  an  anchor,  and  had  not  a breath 
of  wind  for  the  fail.  In  this  dreadful  fituation, 
no  refource  was  left  us  but  the  boats;  and  to 
aggravate  our  misfortune  the  pinnace  was  under 
repair:  the  longboat  and  yawl  however  were  put 
into  the  water,  and  fent  ahead  to  tow,  which,  by 
the  help  of  our  fweeps  abaft,  got  the  fhip’s  head 
round  to  the  northward ; which,  if  it  could  not 
prevent  our  deftrudlion,  might  at  leaft  delay  it. 
But  it  was  fix  o’clock  before  this  was  effefled, 
and  we  were  not  then  a hundred  yards  from  the 
rock  upon  which  the  fame  billow  which  wafhed 
the  fide  of  the  fliip,  broke  to  a tremendous  height 
the  very^next  time  it  rofe  ; fo  that  between  us 
and  deftrudlion  there  was  only  a dreary  valley, 
no  wider  than  the  bafe  of  one  wave,  and  even 
now  the  fea  under  us  was  unfathomable,  at  leaft 
no  bottom  was  to  be  found  with  a hundred  and 
twenty  fathom.  During  this  fcene  of  diftrefs  the 
carpenter  had  found  means  to  patch  up  the  pin- 
nace ; fo  that  file  was  hoifted  out,  and  fent  ahead, 
in  aid  of  the  other  boats,  to  tow ; but  all  our 
efforts  would  have  been  ineffedlual,  if,  juft  at 
this  crifis  of  our  fate,  a light  air  of  wind  had  not 
fprung  up,  fo  light,  that  at  any  other  time  we 
fhould  not  have  obferved  it,  but  which  was 
enough  to  turn  the  fcale  in  our  favour,  and,  in 
conjundlion  with  the  affiftance,  which  was 

afforded 


R O U N D T H E W O R L D.  169 

afforded  us  by  the  boats,  to  give  the  Ihip  a per- 
ceotible  motion  obliquely  from  the  reef.  Our  t — v — » 

• • T*hurfd«  16* 

hopes  now  revived  j but  in  Ids  than  ten  mi- 
nutes  it  was  again  a dead  calm,  and  the  fliip 
was  again  driven  towards  the  breakers,  which 
were  not  now  two  hundred  yards  diftant.  The 
fame  light  breeze  however  returned  before  we 
had  loft  all  the  ground  it  had  enabled  us  to  gain, 
and  lafted  about  ten  minutes  more.  During 
this  time  we  difcovered  a fmall  opening  in  the 
reef,  at  about  the  diftance  of  a quarter  of  a 
mile : I immediately  fcnt  one  of  the  Mates  to 
examine  it,  who  reported  that  its  breadth  was 
not  more  than  the  length  of  the  fhip,  but  that 
within  it  there  was  fmooth  water : this  difcovery 
feemed  to  render  our  efcape  poffible,  and  that 
was  all,  by  puflting  the  ffiip  through  the  open- 
ing, which  was  immediately  attempted.  It  was 
uncertain  indeed  whether  we  could  reach  it ; 
but  if  we  ftiould  fucceed  thus  far,  we  made  no 
doubt  of  being  able  to  get  through:  in  this 
however  we  were  difappointed,  for  having 
reached  it  by  the  joint  affiftance  of  our  boats 
and  the  breeze,  we  found  that  in  the  mean  time 
it  had  become  high  water,  and  to  our  great  fur- 
prize  we  met  the  tide  of  ebb  ruftiing  out  of  it 
like  a mill-ftream.  We  gained  however  Tome 
advantage,  though  in  a manner  diredtly  contrary 
to  our  expetftations ; we  found  it  impoffible  to 
go  through  the  opening,  but  the  ftream  that 

prevented 
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prevented  us,  carried  us  out  about  a quarter  of 
a mile  ; it  v/as  too  narrow  for  us  to  keep  in  it 
longer  ; yet  this  tide  of  ebb  fo  much  adifted  the 
boats,  that  by  noon  wc  had  got  an  offing  of  near 
two  miles.  We  had,  however,  reafon  to  defpair 
of  deliverance,  even  if  the  breeze,  which  had 
now  died  away,  ffiould  revive,  for  we  were  Hill 
embayed  in  the  reef ; and  the  tide  of  ebb  being 
fpent,  the  tide  of  flood,  notwithftanding  our  ut- 
mofl  efforts,  again  drove  the  fliip  into  the  bight. 
About  this  time,  however,  we  faw  another  open- 
ing, near  a mile  to  the  weftward,  which  I imme- 
diately fent  the  Firft  Lieutenant,  Mr.  Hicks,  in 
the  fmall  boat  to  examine : in  the  mean  time 
we  ftruggled  hard  with  the  flood,  fometimes 
gaining  a little,  and  fometimes  lofing ; but  every 
man  ftill  did  his  duty,  with-  as  much  calmnefs 
and  regularity  as  if  no  danger  had  been  near. 
About  two  o’clock,  Mr.  Hicks  returned  with  an 
account  that  the  opening  was  narrow  and  dan- 
gerous, but  that  it  might  be  paflfed : the  poffibi- 
lity  of  paffing  it  was  fufficient  encouragement 
to  make  the  attempt,  for  all  danger  was  lefs 
imminent  than  that  of  our  prefent  fituation. 
A light  breeze  now  fprung  up  at  E.  N.  E.,  with 
which,  by  the  help  of  our  boats,  and  the  very 
tide  of  flood  that  without  an  opening  would 
have  been  our  deftrudlion,  we  entered  it,  and 
were  hurried  through  with  amazing  rapidity,  by 
a torrent  that  kept  us  from  driving  againfl: 

either 
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either  fide  of  the  channel,  which  was  not  more  *77o. 

Auguft. 

than  a quarter  of  a mile  in  breadth.  While  we  c— — j 
were  flwoting  this  gulph.  Our  foundings  were 
from  thirty  to  feven  fathom,  very  irregular,  and’ 
the  ground  at  bottom  very  foul. 

As  foon  as  we  had  got  within  the  reef  we  an- 
chored. in  nineteen  fathom,  ever  a bottom  of 
coral  and  fliells.  And  now,  fuch  is  the  viciffi- 
tude  of  life,  we  thought  ourfelves  happy  in  hav- 
ing regained  a iltuation,  which  but  two  days  be- 
fore  it  was  the  utmoft  objeft  of  our  hope  to 
quit.  Rocks  and  fiioais  are  always  dangerous 
to  the  mariner,  even  w^here  their  fituation  has 
been  afeertained  j they  are  more  dangerous  in 
feas  which  have  never  before  been  navigated, 
and  in  this  part  of  the  globe  they  are  more  dan- 
gerous than  in  any  other ; for  here  they  are 
reefs  of  coral  rock,  rifing  like  a wall  almolc 
perpendicularly  out  of  the  unfathomable  deep, 
always  overflowed  at  high-water,  and  at  low- 
water  dry  in  many  places ; and  here  the  enor- 
mous waves  of  the  vaft  Southern  Ocean,  meet- 
ing with  fo  abrupt  a rcfiflance,  break,  with  in- 
conceivable violence,  in  a furf  which  no  rocks 
or  ftorms  in  the  northern  hemifphere  can  prex- 
duce.  The  danger  of  navigating  unknown  ■‘<^1 
parts  of  this  ocean  was  now  greatly  increafed  by 
our  having  a crazy  fliip,  and  being  fnort  of  pro- 
vifions  and  every  other  neceflfary ; yet  the  dif- 
tindlion  of  a firfl;  difeoverer  made  us  chearfully 
2 encounter 
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encounter  every  danger,  and  fubmit  to  every  in- 
convenience ; and  we  chofe  rather  to  incur  the 
cenfure  of  imprudence  and  temerity,  which  the 
idle  and  voluptuous  fo  liberally  beftow  upon 
unfuccefsful  fortitude  and  perfeverance,  than 
leave  a country  which  we  had  difeovered  unex- 
plored, and  give  colour  to  a charge  of  timidity 
and  irrefolution. 

Having  now  congratulated  ourfelves  upon 
eettins  within  the  reef,  notwithftanding  we  had ' 
fo  lately  congratulated  ourfelves  upon  getting 
without  it,  I refolved  to  keep  the  main  land  on 
board  in  my  future  route  to  the  northward, 
whatever  the  confequence  might  be ; for  if  we 
had  now  gone  without  the  reef  again,  it  might 
have  carried  us  fo  far  from  the  coaft  as  to  pre- 
vent my  being  able  to  determine,  whether  this 
country  did,  or  did  not,  join  to  New  Guinea  *,  a 
queftion  which  I was  determined  to  refolve  from 
my  firft  coming  within  fight  of  land.  How- 
ever, as  I had  experienced  the  difadvantage  of 
having  a boat  under  repair,  at  a time  when  it 
was  poflible  I might  want  to  ufe  her,  I deter- 
mined to  remain  faft  at  anchor,  till  the  pinnace 
was  pcrfeftly  refitted.  As  I had  no  employ- 
ment for  the  other  boats,  I fent  them  out  in  the 
morning  to  the  reef,  to  fee  what  refrefhments 
could  be  procured,  and  Mr.  Banks,  in  his  little 
boat,  accompanied  by  Dr.  Solander,  went  with 
them.  In  this  fituation  I found  the  variation  by 

amplitude 
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amplitude  and  azimuth  to  be  4°  9 E.;  and  at 
noon,  our  latitude  by  obfervation  was  12^  38'S., 
and  our  longitude  216°  45'  W.  The  main 
land  extended  from  N.  66  W.  to  S.  W.  by  S., 
and  the  neareft  part  of  it  was  diftant  about  nine 
leagues.  The  opening  through  which  we  had 
pafifed,  I called  Providential  Channel  ; and 
this  bore  E.  N.  E.  diftant  ten  or  twelve  miles: 
on  the  main  land  within  us  was  a lofty  pro- 
montory which  1 called  Cape  Weymouth  ; on 
the  north  fide  of  which  is  a bay,  which  I called 
Weymouth  Bay  : they  lie  in  latitude  12°  42' 

S.,  longitude  217°  15'  W.  At  four  o’clock  in 
the  afternoon  the  boats  returned  with  two  hun- 
dred and  forty  pounds  of  the  meat  of  fhell-filh, 
chiefly  of  cockles,  fome  of  which  were  as  much 
as  two  men  could  move,  and  contained  twenty 
pounds  of  good  meat.  Mr.  Banks  alfo  brought 
back  many  curious  fhells,  2lx\(\  Mollufca-,  befides 
many  fpecies  of  coral,  among  which  was  that 
called  the  T ubipora  muftca. 

At  fix  o’clock  in  the  morning,  we  got  under  saturd.  is. 
fail  and  flood  away  to  the  N.  W.,  having  two 
boats  ahead  to  direft  us-,  our  foundings  were 
very  irregular,  varying  five  or  fix  fathom  every 
caft,  between  ten  and  twenty-feven.  A little 
before  noon,  we  paflTed  a low  fandy  ifland,  which 
we  left  on  our  ftarboard  fide,  at  the  diftance  of 
two  miles.  At  noon,  our  latitude  was  12°  28', 
and  our  diftance  from  the  main  about  four 
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*77°*  leagues;  it  extended  from  S.  by  W.  to  N.  yr 
' — ^ W.,  and  fome  fmall  iflands  from  N.  40  W.  to 
.t.rd.  18.  Between  us  and  the  main  were  feveral 

flioals,  and  fome  without  us,  befides  the  main  or 
outermoft  reef,  which  we  could  fee  from  the 
inafl:  head,  ftretching  away  to  the  N.  E.  At 
two  in  the  afternoon,  as  we  were  fleering  N.  W. 
by  N.  we  faw  a largo  flioal  right  ahead,  extend- 
ing three  or  four  pojnts  upon  each  bow ; upon 
this  w'e  hauled  up  N.  N.  E.  and  N.  E.  by  N.  to 
get  round  the  north  point  of  it,  which  we  reach- 
ed by  four,  and  then  edged  away  to  the  weft- 
ward,  and  ran  between  the  north  end  of  this 
Ihoal  and  another,  which  lies  two  miles  to  the 
■ northward  of  it,  having  a boat  all  the  way  ahead 
founding  j our  depth  of  water  was  ftill  very  irre- 
gular, from  twenty-two  to  eight  fathom.  At 
half  an  hour  after  fix,  we  anchored  in  thirteen 
fathom:  the  northermoft  of  the  fmall  iflands 
feen  at  noon  bore  W.  4,  S.,  diftant  three  miles  : 
thefe  iflands  are  diftinguiflied  in  the  chart  by  the 
name  of  Forbes’s  Islands,  and  lie  about  five 
leagues  from  the  main,  which  here  forms  a high 
point  that  we  called  Bolt  Head,  from  which 
the  land  trends  more  wefterly,  and  is  in  that 
diredlion  all  low  and  fandy ; to  the  fouthward  it 
is  high  and  hilly  even  near  the  fea. 

Sunday  19.  ^ moming  we  got  again  under  fail, 

and  fleered  for  an  ifland  which  lay  at  a fmall 
diflance  from  the  main,  and  at  this  time  bore 

from 
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from  us  N.  40  W.,  ditLant  about  6ve  leagues:  »77o. 

our  courfe  was  loon  interrupted  by  fhoals  how-  « » 

ever,  by  the  help  of  tiie  boats,  and  a good  look-  *** 
out  from  the  top  of  the  maft,  we  got  into  a fair 
■channel  that  led  us  down  to  the  ifland,  between 
a very  large  flioal  on  our  ftarboard  fide  and 
feveral  fmall  ones  towards  the  main  : in  this 
channel  we  had  from  twenty  to  thirty  fathom 
water.  Between  eleven  and  twelve  o’clock  we 
hauled  round  the  north-eaft  fide  of  the  ifland, 
leaving  it  between  us  and  the  main,  from  w'hich 
it  is  diftant  about  feven  or  eight  miles.  This 
ifland  is  about  a league  in  circuit,  and  we  faw 
upon  it  five  of  the  natives,  two  of  whom  had 
lances  in  their  hands ; they  came  down  upon  a 
point,  and  having  looked  a little  while  at  the 
fiiip,  retired.  To  the  N.  W.  of  it  are  feveral 
low  ifiands  and  quays,  which  lie  not  far  from  the 
main  •,  and  to  the  northward  and  eaftward  are 
feveral  other  ifiands  and  fiioals ; fo  that  we  were 
now  encompaffed  on  every  fide  : but  having 
lately  been  expofed  to  much  greater  danger,  and 
rocks  and  fiioals  being  grown  familiar,  we  look- 
ed at  them  comparatively  with  little  concern. 

The  main  land  appeared  to  be  low  and  barren,  in- 
terfperfed  with  large  patches  of  the  very  fine  white 
fand,  which  we  had  found  upon  Lizard  Ifland 
and  different  parts  of  the  main.  The  boats  had 
feen  many  turtle  upon  the  fiioals  w'hich  they 
paired,  but  it  blew  too  hard  for  them  to  take 

any. 
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any.  At  noon,  our  latitude  by  obfervation  was 
12^^,  and  our  longitude  217^  25':  our  depth  of 
water  was  fourteen  fathom  ; and  our  courfe  and 
diftance,  reduced  to  a ftraight  line,  was,  between 
this  time  and  the  preceding  noon  N.  29  W. 
thirty-two  miles. 

The  main  land  within  the  iflands  that  have 
been  juft  mentioned  forms  a point,  which  I call- 
ed Cape  Grenville:  it  lies  in  latitude  11^ 
58',  longitude  217^  38';  and  between  it  and 
Bolt  Head  is  a bay,  which  I called  Temple 
Bay.  At  the  diftance  of  nine  leagues  from 
Cape  Grenville,  in  the  diredlion  of  E.  N.  lie 
fome  high  iflands,  which  I called  Sir  Charles 
Hardy’s  Isles  ; and  thofe  which  lie  off  the 
Cape  I called  Cockburn’s  Isles.  Having  lain 
by  for  the  boats,  which  had  got  out  of  their 
ftation,  till  about  one  o’clock,  we  then  took  the 
yawl  in  tow ; and  the  pinnace  having  got  a head, 
we  filled,  and  ftood  N.  by  W.  for  fome  fmall 
iflands  which  lay  in  that  diredtion ; fuch  at  leaft 
they  were  in  appearance,  but  upon  approaching 
them  we  perceived  that  they  were  joined  toge- 
ther by  a large  reef : upon  this  we  edged  away 
N.  W.  and  left  them  on  our  ftarboard  hand-,  we 
fleered  between  them  and  the  iflands  that  lay 
off  the  main,  having  a clear  paffage,  and  from 
fifteen  to  twenty-three  fathom  water.  At  four 
o’clock,  we  difcovered  fome  low  iflands  and 
rocks,  bearing  W.  N.  W.,  and  ftood  diredUy  for 

them : 
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the  north  call  fide  of  the  northermofi;  of  them,  ' v ' 

at  one  mile  difiance,  .and  in  fixteen  fathom.  '9* 

Thefe  ifiands  lie  N.  W.  four  leagues  from  Cape 
t Grenville,  and  from  the  number  of  birds  that  I 
• favv  upon  them,  I called  them  Bird  Isles.  A 
: little  before  fun-fet,  we  were  in  fight  of  the  main 
. land,  which  appeared  all  very  low  and  fandy, 

'i  extending  as  far  to  the  northward  as  N.  W.  by 
i N.,  fome  fhoals,  quays,  and  low  fandy  ifles 
' ftretching  away  to  the  N.  E. 

At  fix  o’clock  in  the  morning,  we  got  again  Monday  20. 
: under  fail,  with  a frefh  breeze  at  E.,  and  ftood 
' away  N.  N.  W.  for  fome  low  ifiands  in  that  di- 
>j  region,  but  were  foon  obliged  to  haul  clofe  tip- 
" on  a wind  to  weather  a fhoal  which  we  difeo- 
: vered  upon  our  larboard  bow,  having  at  the 
fame  time  others  to  the  eaftward  : by  the  time 
( we  had  weathered  this  Ihoal  to  leeward,  we  had 
I brought  the  ifiands  well  upon  our  lee-bow,  but 
■ feeing  fome  fhoals  run  off  from  them,  and  fome 
rocks  on  our  ftarboard  bow,  which  we  did  not 
difeover  till  we  were  very  near  them,  I was 
afraid  to  go  to  windward  of  the  ifiands,  and 
therefore  brought  to,  and  having  made  the  fig- 
nal  for  the  pinnace,  which  was  ahead,  to  come 
on  board,  1 fent  her  to  leeward  of  the  ifiands, 
with  orders  to  keep  along  the  edge  of  the  fhoal, 
which  ran  off  from  the  fouth  fide  of  the  fouther-' 
molt  ifiand,  fending  the  yawl  at  the  fame  time, 
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iv 

«77o.  to  run  over  the  fhoal  in  fearch  of  turtle.  As 

Augult. 

-V foon  as  the  pinnace  had  got  to  a proper  dif- 

Mondaj  ao.  jancc,  wc  worc,  and  ftocd  after  her  : as  v/e  ran 
to  leeward  of  this  land,  we  took  the  yawl  in 
tow,  file  having  feen  only  one  fmall  tuVtle,  and 
therefore  made  but  little  flay  upon  the  fhoal. 
The  ifland  we  .found  to  be  a fmall  fpot  of  fand 
with  fome  trees  upon  it,  and  we  could  difcern  ' 
many  huts,  or  habitations  of  the  natives  whom  1 
we  fuppofed  occafionally  to  vifit  thefe  iflands  I 
from  the  main,  they  being  only  five  leagues  j 
difiant,  to  catch  turtle,  when  they  come  afhore  * I 
to  lay  their  eggs.  We  continued  to  ftand  after 
the  pinnace  N.  N.  E.  and  N.  by  E.  for  two 
other  low  iflands,  having  two  flioals  without  us,  j 
and  one  between  us  and  the  main.  At  noon,  I 
we  were  about  four  leagues  from  the  main, 

. which  we  faw  extending  to  the  northward,  as  far 
as  N.  W.  by  N.  all  flat  and  fandy.  Our  lati-  ! 
tilde,  by  obfervation,  was  ii®  23' S.  and  our  | 
longitude  217°  46'  W.,  our  foundings  were  1 
from  fourteen  to  twenty- three  fathom;  but 
thefe,  as  well  as  the  flioals  and  iflands,  which 
are  too  numerous  to  be  particularly  mentioned, 
will  be  befl:  feen  upon  the  chart.  By  one 
o’clock,  we  had  run  nearly  the  length  of  the 
fouthermofl:  of  the  two  iflands  in  fight,  and  find- 
ing that  the  going  to  windward  of  them  would 
carry  us  too  far  from  the  main,  we  bore  up  and 
ran  to  leeward,  where  finding  a fair  open  paf- 

fage, 


R O U N D T H E W O R L D.  i79 

fage,  we  fleered  N.  by  W.  in  a direclion  paral- 
lel to  the  main,  leaving  a fmall  ifland  which  lay 
between  it  and  the  fhip,  and  lome  low  Tandy 
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i ifles  and  flioals  without  us,  of  all  which  we  loft 
j fight  by  four  o’clock,  and  Taw  no  more  before 
the  fun  went  down  : at  this  time  the  fartheft 
part  of  the  land  in  fight  bore  N.  N.  W.  1 W., 
and  foon  after  we  anchored  in  thirteen  fathom, 
upon  foft  ground,  at  the  diftance  of  about  five 
; leagues  from  the  land,  where  we  lay  till  day- 

Early  in  the  morning,  we  made  fail  again,  Tuefdayax. 
and  fleered  N.  N.  W.  by  compafs,  for  the 
northermoft  land  in  fight ; and  at  this  time,  we 
obferved  the  variation  of  the  needle  to  be  3°  6' 

E.  At  eight  o’clock,  we  difeovered  flioals 
ahead,  and  on  our  larboard  bow,  and  faw  that 
i the  northermoft  land,  which  we  had  taken  for 
\ the  main,  was  detached  from  it,  and  that  we 
i might  pafs  between  them,  by  running  to  leeward 
of  the  fhoals  on  our  larboard  bow,  which  were 
now  near  us : we  therefore  wore  and  brouo^hc 
to,  fending  away  the  pinnace  and  yawl  to  direfl: 
us,  and  then  fleered  N.  W.  along  the  S.  W.  or 
infide  of  the  fhoals,  keeping  a good  look-out 
from  the  maft-head,  and  having  another  fhoal 
on  our  larboard  fide  : we  found  however  a good 
channel  of  a mile  broad  between  them,  in  which 
we  had  from  ten  to  fourteen  fathom.  At  ele- 
ven o’clock,  we  were  nearly  the  length  of  the 
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• >77'^*  land  detached  from  the  main,  and  there  appear- 
1.  i cd  to  be  no  obftru6tion  in  the  paflage  between 
Tuefdayai.  having  the  long-boat  aftern,  and  rig- 

ged, we  fent  her  away  to  keep  in  fliore  upon 
our  larboard  bow,  and  at  the  fame  time  dil- 
patched  the  pinnace  a ftarboard*,  precautions 
which  I thought  neceffary,  as  we  had  a ftrong 
flood  that  carried  us  an  end  very  fall,  and  it  was 
near  high  water : as  foon  as  the  boats  were 
ahead,  we  flood  after  them,  and  by  noon,  got 
through  the  paflage.  Our  latitude,  by  obferva- 
tion,  was  then  lo^  36',  and  the  nearefl  part  of 
the  main,  which  we  foon  after  found  to  be  the 
northermofl,  bore  W,  2 S.,  diflant  between  three 
or  four  miles : we  found  the  land  which  was 
detached  from  the  main,  to  be  a Angle  ifland, 
extending  from  N.  to  N.  75  E.,  diflant  between 
two  and  three  miles  •,  at  the  fame  time  we  faw 
other  iflands  at  a confiderable  diftance,  extend- 
ing from  N.  by  W.  to  W.  N.  W.,  and  behind 
them  another  chain  of  high  land,  which  we 
judged  alfo  to  be  iflands  •,  there  were  flill  other 
iflands,  extending  as  far  as  N.  71  W.,  which  at 
this  time  we  took  for  the  main. 

The  point  of  the  main  which  forms  the  fide  of 
the  channel  through  which  we  palTed,  oppofite 
to  the  ifland,  is  the  northern  promontory  of  the 
country,  and  I called  it  York  Cape.  Its  lon- 
gitude is  218®  24'  W.,  the  latitude  of  the  north 
point  is  10^  37'j  and  of  the  eaft  point  10^  42'  S. 

The 


i8i 


ROUND  THE  WORLD. 

The  land  o-er  the  eaft  point,  and  to  the  fomh-  Aug-?(i. 
ward  of  it,  is  rather  low,  and  as  far  as  the  eye 
can  reach,  very  flat,  an.i  of  a barren  appearance. 

To  the  Ibuthward  of  the  Cape  the  fliore  forms  a 
large  open  bay,  which  I called  Newcastle 
Bay,  and  in  which  are  fome  fmall  low  iflands 
and  ihoals  ; the  land  adjacent  is  alfo  very  low, 
flat,  and  Tandy.  The  land  of  the  northern  part 
of  the  Cape  is  more  hilly,  the  vallies  leem  to  be 
well  clothed  with  wood,  and  the  fhore  forms 
fome  fmall  bays,  in  which  tltere  appeared  to  be 
good  anchorage,  dole  to  the  eaftern  point  of 
the  Cape  are  three  fmall  iflands,  from  one  of 
which  a fmall  ledge  of  rocks  runs  out  into  the 
I fea : there  is  alfo  an  ifland  clofe  to  the  northern 
^ point.  The  ifland  that  forms  the  (freight  or 
channel  through  which  we  had  pafTed,  lies  about 
four  miles  without  thefe,  which,  except  two,  are 
very  fmall:  the  fouthermoft  is  the  largeft,  and 
much  higher  than  any  part  of  the  main  land. 

On  the  north-weft  fide  of  this  ifland  there  ap- 
peared to  be  good  anchoiage,  and  on  fliore,  v^al- 
lies  that  promifed  both  wood  and  water.  Thefe 
iflands  are  diftinguiflied  in  the  chart  by  the 
name  of  York  Isles.  To  the  fouthward,  and 
fouth-eafl,  and  even  to  the  eaft  ward  and  northward 
of  them,  there  are  feveral  other  low  iflands,  rocks, 
and  fhoals  : our  depth  of  water  in  failing  be-  V 

tween  them  and  the  main,  was  twelve,  thirteen, 
and  fourteen  fathom. 
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We  Hood  along  the  fhore  to  the  weft  ward, 
with  a gentle  breeze  at  S.  E,  by  S.,  and  when 
we  had  advanced  between  three  and  four  miles, 
we  difcovered  the  land  ahead,  which,  when  we 
firft  faw  it,  we  took  for  the  main,  to  be  iftands 
detached  from  it  by  feveral  channels  : upon  this 
we  fent  away  the  boats,  with  proper  inftruftions, 
to  lead  us  through  that  channel  which  was  next 
the  main-,  but  foon  after  difcovering  rocks  and 
ftioals  in  this  channel,  1 made  a fignal  for  the 
boats  to  go  through  the  next  channel  to  the 
northward,  which  lay  between  thefe  iflands, 
leaving  fome  of  them  between  us  and  the  main : 
the  ftiip  followed,  and  had  never  lefs  than  five 
fathom  water  in  the  narroweft  part  of  the  chan- 
nel, where  the  diftance  from  iftand  to  illand  was 
about  one  mile  and  an  half. 

At  four  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  we  anchored, 
being  about  a mile  and  a half,  or  two  miles, 
within  the  entrance,  in  fix  fathom  and  a half, 
with  clear  ground  : the  channel  here  had  begun 
to  widen,  and  the  iflands  on  each  fide  of  us  were 
diftant  about  a mile  : the  main  land  ftretched 
away  to  the  S.  W.,  the  fartheft  point  in  view 
bore  S.  48  W.,  and  the  fonthermoft  point  of  the 
iflands,  on  the  north*weft  fide  of  the  paifage, 
bore  S.  76  W.  Between  thefe  two  points  we 
could  fee  no  land,  fo  that  we  conceived  hopes  of 
having,  at  laft,  found  a paflfage  into  the  Indian 
fea  j however,  that  I might  be  able  to  deter- 
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: mine  with  more  certainty,  I refolved  to  land 

' . Auyuft. 

c upon  the  ifland  which  lies  at  the  foiith  eaft  point  e— -v > 

of  the  pafTage.  Upon  this  ifland  we  had  leen 
s many  of  the  inhabitants  when  we  firil  came  to 
an  anchor,  and  when  I went  into  the  boat,  with 
I a party  of  men,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Banks  and 
r Dr.  Solander,  in  order  to  go  afhore,  we  faw  ten 
li  of  them  upon  a hiU  : nine  of  them  were  armed 
:j  w’ith  ftich  lances  as  we  had  been  tiled  to  fee,  and 
: the  tenth  had  a bow,  and  a bundle  of  arrows, 

I which  we  had  never  leen  in  the  pofiefiion  of  the 
natives  of  this  country  before  : we  alfo  obferved, 
that  two  of  them  had  large  ornaments  of  mother 
of  pearl  hanging  round  their  necks.  1 hree  of 
j thefe,  one  of  whom  was  the  bowman,  placed 
themfelves  upon  the  beach  abreaft  of  us,  and  we 
I expeded  that  they  would  have  oppofed  our 
I landing,  but  when  we  came  within  about  a muf- 
j ket’s  ihot  of  the  beach,  they  walked  leifurely 
! away.  We  immediately  climbed  the  higheft 
hill,  w’hich  was  not  more  than  three  times  as 
high  as  the  maft-head,  and  the  moR  barren  of 
any  we  had  feen.  From  this  hill,  no  land  could 
be  feen  between  the  S.  W.  and  W.  S.  W.,  fo 
that  I had  no  doubt  of  finding  a channel  through. 

The  land  to  ihe  north- w'efl:  of  it  confifted  of  a 
great  number  of  iflands  of  various  extent,  and 
different  heights,  ranged  one  behind  another,  as 
far  to  the  northward  and  weftward  as  I could  fee, 
which  could  not  be  lei's  than  thirteen  leasues. 

O 
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As  1 was  now  about  to  quit  the  eaftern  coafl;  of 
New  Holland,  which  I had  coafbed  from  lati- 
tude 38  to  this  place,  and  which  I am  confident 
no  European  had  ever  fecn  before,  I once  more 
hoifted  F.nglifh  colours,  and  though  I had  already 
taken  pofielTion  of  feveral  particular  parts,  I now 
took  poiTdrion  ot  the  whole  eaftern  coaft,  from 
latitude  38°  to  this  place,  latitude  10^  S.  in 
right  of  his  Majefty  King  George  the  Third,  by 
the  name  of  Ntw  South  Wales,  with  all  the 
bays,  harbours,  rivers,  and  iftands  fituated  upon 
it : we  then  fired  three  vollies  of  fmall  arms, 
which  were  anfwered  by  the  fame  number  from 
the  fliip.  Having  performed  this  ceremony  up- 
on the  ifland,  which  we  called  Possession 
Island,  we  reimbarked  in  our  boat,  but  a rapid 
ebb  tide  fetting  N.  E.  made  our  return  to  the 
velTel  very  difficult  and  tedious.  From  the  time 
of  our  laft  coming  among  the  Ihoals,  we  con- 
ftantly  found  a moderate  tide,  the  flood  fetting 
to  the  N,  W.  and  the  ebb  to  the  S.  E.  At  this 
place,  it  is  high  water  at  the  full  and  change  of 
the  moon,  about  one  or  two  o’clock,  and  the 
water  rifes  and  falls  perpendicularly  about 
twelve  feet.  We  faw  fmoke  rifing  in  many 
places  from  the  adjacent  lands  and  iflands,  as  we 
had  done  upon  every  part  of  the  coaft,  after  our 
laft  return  to  it  through  the  reef. 

We  continued  at  anchor  all  night,  and  be- 
tween feven  and  eight  o’clock  in  the  morning, 

we 
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we  faw  three  or  four  of  the  natives  upon  the 
beach  gathering  fliell  fifh  ; we  difcovered,  by 
the  help  of  our  glaffes,  that  they  were  women,  ‘ 
and,  like  all  the  other  inhabitants  of  this  country, 
ftark  naked.  At  low  water,  which  happened 
about  ten  o’clock,  we  got  under  fail,  and  flood 
to  the  S.  W.  with  a light  breeze  at  E.  which 
afterwards  veered  to  N.  by  E : our  depth  of 
water  was  from  fix  to  ten  fathom,  except  in  one 
place,  v/here  we  had  but  five.  At  noon,  Pof- 
leflion  IQand  bore  N.  53  E.,  diflant  four  leagues, 
the  weflern  extremity  of  the  main  land  in  fight 
bore  S.  43  W.,  diflant  between  four  and  five 
leagues,  and  appeared  to  be  extremely  low,  the 
foil th  weft  point  of  the  largeft  ifland  on  the 
north-weft  fide  of  the  paffage  bore  N.  71  W., 
diflant  eight  miles,  and  this  point  I called  Cape 
Cornwall.  It  lies  in  latitude  10°  43'  S.,  lon- 
gitude 219°  W. ',  and  fome  low  lands  that  lie 
about  the  m.iddle  of  the  paffage,  which  I called 
Wallis’s  Isles,  bore  W.  by  S.  S.,  diftant 
about  two  leagues : our  latitude,  by  obferva- 
tion,  was  10“  46'  S.  We  continued  to  advance 
with  the  tide  of  flood  W.  N.  W.  having  little 
wind,  and  from  eight  to  five  fathom  water.  At 
half  an  hour  after  one,  the  pinnace,  which  was 
a head,  made  the  fignal  for  fhoal  water,  upon 
which  we  tacked,  and  fent  away  the  yawl  to 
found  alfo ; we  then  tacked  again,  and  ftood 
after  them:  in  about  two  hours,  they  both 

made 
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made  the  fignal  for  fhoal  water,  and  the  tide 
being  nearly  at  its  greateft  height,  I was  afraid 
to  ftand  on,  as  running  aground  at  that  time 
might  be  fatal  ; I therefore  came  to  an  anchor 
in  fomewhat  Icfs  than  feven  fathom,  fandy 
ground.  Wallis’s  Iflands  bore  S.  by  W.  -1  W., 
diftant  five  or  fix  miles,  the  iflands  to  the  north- 
ward extended  from  S.  73  E.  toN.  loE.,  and  a 
fmall  ifland,  which  was  juft  in  fight,  bore  N.  W. 
4:  W.  Here  we  found  the  flood  tide  fet  to  the 
weftward,  and  the  ebb  to  the  eaftward. 

After  we  had  come  to  an  anchor,  I fent  away 
the  Mafter  in  the  long-boat  to  found,  who,  upon 
his  return  in  the  evening,  reported,  that  there 
was  a bank  ftretching  north  and  fouth,  upon 
which  there  were  but  three  fathom,  and  that 
beyond  it  there  were  feven.  About  this  time  it 
fell  calm,  and  continued  fo  till  nine  the  next 
morning,  when  we  weighed,  with  a light  breeze 
at  S.  S.  E.,  and  fteered  N.  W.  by  W.  for  the 
fmall  ifland  which  was  juft  in  fight,  having  firft 
fent  the  boats  ahead  to  found  : the  depth  of 
water  was  eight,  feven,  fix,  five,  and  four  fa- 
thom, and  three  fathom  upon  the  bank,  it  being 
now  the  laft  quarter  ebb.  At  this  time,  the 
northermoft  ifland  in  fight  bore  N.  g E.,  Cape 
Cornwall  E.,  diftant  three  leagues,  and  Wallis’s 
Ifles  S.  3 E.,  diftant  three  leagues.  This  bank, 
at  leaft  fo  much  as  we  have  founded,  extends 
nearly  N,  and  S.,  but  to  what  diflance  I do  not 
, know : 
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know : its  breadth  is  not  more  than  half  a mile 
at  the  utmoft.  When  we  had  got  over  the  bank, 
we  deepened  our  water  to  fix  fathom  three 
quarters,  and  had  the  fame  depth  all  the  way  to 
the  fmall  ifland  ahead,  which  we  reached  by 
noon,  when  it  bore  S.,  dillant  about  half  a mile. 
Our  depth  of  water  was  now  five  fathom,  and 
the  northermoft  land  in  fight,  which  is  part  of 
the  fame  chain  of  iflands  that  w'e  had  feen  to  the 
northward  from  the  time  of  our  firfl;  entering 
the  ftreight,  bore  N.  71  E.  Our  latitude,  by 
obfervation,  was  10®  33"  S.,  and  our  longitude 
219°  22'  W, ; in  this  fituation,  no  part  of  the 
main  was  in  fight.  As  we  were  now  near  the 
ifland,  and  had  but  little  wind,  Mr.  Banks  and 
I landed  upon  it,  and  found  it,  except  a few 
patches  of  wood,  to  be  a barren  rock,  the  haunt 
of  birds,  which  had  frequented  it  in  fuch  num- 
bers, as  to  make  the  furface  almoft  uniformly 
white  with  their  dung : of  thefe  birds,  the 
greater  part  feemed  to  be  boobies,  and  I there-^ 
fore  called  the  place  Booby  Island.  After  afhort 
flay,  we  returned  to  the  flrip,  and  in  the  mean 
time  the  wind  had  got  to  the  S.  W, ; it  was  but 
a gentle  breeze,  yet  it  was  accompanied  by  a 
fwell  from  the  fame  quarter,  which,  with  other 
circumfliances,  confirmed  my  opinion  that  we 
were  got  to  the  weftward  of  Carpentaria,  or  the 
northern  extremity  of  New  Holland,  and  had 
now  an  open  fea  to  the  weftward,  which  gave  me 

great 


i88  lieutenant  COOK’s  VOYAGE 

1770-  great  fatisfadion,  not  only  bccaiife  the  dano-ers 
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«- — V — and  fatigues  of  the  voyage  were  drawing  to  an 
' end,  but  becaufe  it  would  no  longer  be  a doubt 
whether  New  Holland  and  New  Guinea  were 
two  feparate  i (lands,  or  different  parts  of  the 
fame. 

The  north  eaft  entrance  of  this  paffage  or 
ftreight,  lies  in  the  latitude  of  10'’  39'  S.,  and  in 
the  longitude  of  218®  36'  W.  It  is  formed  by 
the  main,  or  the  northern  extremity  of  New 
Holland,  on  the  S.  E.,  and  by  a congeries  of 
iflands,  which  I called  the  Prince  of  Wales’s 
Islands,  to  the  N.  W.,  and  it  is  probable  that 
thefe  iflands  extend  quite  to  New  Guinea. 
They  differ  very  much  both  in  height  and  circuit, 
and  many  of  them  feemed  to  be  well  clothed 
with  herbage  and  wood : upon  mod,  if  not  all 
of  them,  we  faw  fmoke,  and  therefore  there  can 
be  no  doubt  of’ their  being  inhabited  : it  is  alfo 
probable,  that  among  them  there  are  at  lead  as 
good  paffages  as  that  we  came  through,  per- 
haps better,  though  better  would  not  need  to  be 
defired,  if  the  accefs  to  it,  from  the  eadward, 
were  lefs  dangerous ; that  a lefs  dangerous  ac- 
cefs may  be  difcovered,  I think  there  is  little 
reafon  to  doubt,  and  to  find  it  little  more  feems 
to  be  neceffary,  than  to  determine  how  far  the 
principal,  or  outer  reef,  which  bounds  the  (hoals 
to  the  eadward,  extends  towards  the  north, 
which  I would  not  have  left  to  future  navigators 

if 
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if  I had  been  lefs  haraffed  by  danger  and  fa-  i77°* 
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tio^iie,  and  had  had  a (hip  in  better  condition  for 

, r Thurl'd.  15 

the  purpole. 

To  this  channel,  or  pafTage,  I have  given  the 
name  of  the  fliip,  and  called  it  Endeavour 
Streights.  Its  length  from  N.  E.  to  S.  W.  is 
ten  leagues,  and  it  is  about  five  leagues  broad, 
except  at  the  north  eaft  entrance,  where  it  is 
fomewhat  lefs  than  two  miles,  being  contrafted 
by  the  iflands  which  lie  there.  That  which  I 
called  PolTeflion  Ifland  is  of  a moderate  height 
and  circuit,  and  this  we  left  between  us  and 
the  main,  pafilng  between  it  and  two  fmall 
round  iflands  which  lie  about  two  miles  to  the 
N.  W.  of  it.  The  two  fmall  iflands,  which  I 
called  Wallis’s  Iflands,  lie  in  the  middle  of  the 
fouth-weft  entrance,  and  thefe  we  left  to  the 
fouthward.  Our  depth  of  water  in  the  (freight 
was  from  four  to  nine  fathom,  with  every  where 
good  anchorage,  except  upon  the  bank,  which 
lies  two  leagues  to  the  northward  of  Wallis’s 
Iflands,  v/here,  at  low  water,  there  are  but  three 
fathom  : for  a more  particular  knowledge  of 
this  (freight,  and  of  the  fituations  of  the  feveral 
iflands  and  (hoals  on  the  ea(fern  coalf  of  New 
Wales,  I refer  to  the  chart,  where  they  are  deli- 
neated with  all  the  accuracy  that  circumflances 
v/ould  admit;  yet,  with  rcfped  to  the  (hoals, 

I cannot  pretend  that  one  half  of  them  are  laid 
down,  nor  can  it  be  fuppofed  pofllble  that  one 

half 
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half  of  them  Ihould  be  difcovered  in  the  coiirfe 
of  a fingle  navigation  : many  iflands  alfo  muft 
have  elcaped  my  pencil,  efpecially  between  lati- 
tude 20°  and  22°,  where  we  fitw  iflands  out  at 
fca  as  far  as  an  ifland  could  be  difllnguiflied  ; it 
muft  not  therefore  be  fuppofed,  by  future  navi- 
gators, that  where  no  fhoal  or  ifland  is  laid  down 
in  my  chart,  no  flioal  or  ifland  will  be  found  in 
thefe  feas  : it  is  enough  that  the  fituation  of 
thole  that  appear  in  the  chart  is  faithfully  alcer- 
tained,  and,  in  general,  1 have  the  greateft  reafon 
to  hope  that  it  will  be  found  as  free  from  error 
as  any  that  has  not  been  correfled  by  fubfequent 
and  lucceflive  obfervations.  T.  he  latitudes  and 
longitudes  of  all,  or  moft  of  the  principal  head 
lands  and  bays,  may  be  confided  in,  for  we  fel- 
dom  failed  of  getting  an  obfervation  once  at 
leaft  every  day,  by  which  to  correft  the  latitude 
of  our  reckoning,  and  obfervations  for  fettling 
the  longitude  were  equally  numerous,  no  oppor- 
tunity that  was  offered  by  the  fun  and  moon  be- 
ing  fuffered  to  efeape.  It  would  be  injurious  to 
the  memory  of  Mr.  Green,  not  to  take  this  op- 
portunity of  attefting  that  he  was  indefatigable 
both  in  making  obfervations  and  calculating 
upon  them ; and  that,  by  his  inftrudtions  and 
afliftance,  many  of  the  petty  officers  were  enabled 
both  to  obferve  and  calculate  with  great  exaft- 
nefs.  This  method  of  finding  the  longitude  at 
fea,  may  be  put  into  univerfal  pradlice,  and  may 

always 
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always  be  depended  upon  within  half  a degree, 
which  is  fufficicnc  for  all  nautical  purpofes.  !f,  « — » 
therefore,  obferving  and  calculating  were  confi- 
dered  as  neceffary  qualifications  for  evei*)^  lea 
officer,  the  labours  of  the  fpeculative  theorift  to 
folve  this  problem  might  be  remitted,  without 
much  injury  to  mankind  : neither  will  it  be  fo 
difficult  to  acquire  this  qualification,  or  put  it  in 
pradlice,  as  may  at  firft  appear ; for,  with  the 
affiftance  of  the  nautical  almanack,  and  aftrono- 
mical  ephemeris,  the  calculations  for  finding  the 
longitude  will  take  up  little  more  time  than  the 
calculation  of  an  azimuth  for  finding  the  varia- 
tion of  the  compafs. 


CHAP. 
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Departure  from  Ne’w  South  Wales ; a parti- 
cular Defcrlption  of  the  Country^  its  Pro- 
du^Si  and  People:  A Specimen  of  the 
Language^  and  fome  Ohfervations  upon  the 
Currents  and  Tides. 

F this  country,  its  produ(5ts  and  its  people. 


many  particulars  have  already  been  re- 


lated in  the  courfe  of  the  narrative,  being  fo 
interwoven  with  the  events,  as  not  to  admit 
of  a feparation.  I fliall  now  give  a more  full 
and  circumftantial  defcription  of  each,  in  which, 
if  fome  things  Ihould  happen  to  be  repeated, 
the  greater  part  will  be  found  new. 

New  Holland,  or,  as  I have  now  called  the 
eaftern  coaft.  New  South  Wales,  is  of  a larger 
extent  than  any  other  country  in  the  known 
world  that  does  not  bear  the  name  of  a conti- 
nent : the  length  of  coaft  along  which  we  failed, 
reduced  to  a ftraight  line,  is  no  lefs  than  twenty- 
feven  degrees  of  latitude,  amounting  to  near 
20C0  miles,  fo  that  its  fquare  furface  muft  be 
much  more  than  equal  to  all  Europe.  To  the 
fouthward  of  33  or  34,  the  land  in  general  is 
low  and  level  j farther  northward  it  is  hilly,  but 
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f in  no  part  can  be  called  moiintainoiis,  and  the  1770. 
t hills  and  mountains,  taken  together,  make  but  a , 
t Imall  part  of  the  furface,  in  comparifon  with  the 
vallies  and  plains.  It  is  upon  the  whole  rather 
: barren  than  fertile,  yet  the  rifing  ground  is 
) chequered  by  woods  and  lawns,  and  the  plains 
I and  vallies  are  in  many  places  covered  with 
; herbage:  the  foil  however  is  frequently  fandy, 
and  many  of  the  lawns,  or  favannahs,  are  rocky 
1 and  barren,  efpecially  to  the  northward,  where, 

1 in  the  beft  fpots,  vegetation  was  lefs  vigorous 
i than  in  the  fouthern  part  of  the  country  ; the 
; trees  were  not  fo  tall,  nor  was  the  herbage  fo 
rich.  The  grafs  in  general  is  high,  but  thin, 
and  the  trees,  where  they  are  largeft,  are  feldom 
lefs  than  forty  feet  afunder ; nor  is  the  country 
inland,  as  far  as  we  could  examine  it,  better 
clothed  than  the  fea  coaft.  The  banks  of  the 
bays  are  covered  with  mangroves,  to  the  diftance 
of  a mile  within  the  beach,  under  which  the 
foil  is  a rank  mud,  that  is  always  overflowed  by  a 
fpring  tide;  farther  in  the  country  we  fometimes 
met  with  a bog,  upon  which  the  grafs  was  very 
thick  and  luxuriant,  and  fometimes  with  a val- 
ley, that  was  clothed  with  underwood  : the  foil 
in  fome  parts  feerned  to  be  capable  of  improve- 
ment, but  the  far  greater  part  is  fuch  as  can  ad- 
mit of  no  cultivation.  The  coafl,  at  lead  that 
part  of  it  which  lies  to  the  northward  of  25°  S., 
aoounds  with  fine  bays  and  harbours,  where 
VoL.  IV,  O velTels 
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j Winds. 

If  we  may  judge  >by  the  appearance  of  the  | 
country  while  we  were  there,  which  was  in  the^  i 
very  height  of  the  dry  feafon,.it  is  wellwatered  r j 
we  found  innumerable  fmall  brooks  and  fprings,,  | 
but  no  great  rivers-,  thefe  brooks,  however,,  \ 
probably  become  large  in  the  rainy  feafon. 
Thirfty  Sound  was  the  only  place  where  freflx 
jvater  was  not  to  be  procured  for  the  fhip,  and; 
even  there  one  or  two  fmall  pools  were  found  in- 
the  woods,  though- the  face  of  the  country  was^^ 
every  where  interleded  by  falt-creeks,  and  mant^ 
grove  land. 

Of  trees  there  is  no  great  variety.  Of  tho^ 
that  could  be  called  timber,  there  are  but. 
two  forts  the  larged  is  the  gum  tree,  which 
grows  alb  over  the  country,  and  has  been  men- 
tioned already  : it  has  narrow  leaves,  not  much- 
unlike  a willow  j and  the  gum,  or  rather  refmi, 
which  it  yields,  is  of  a deep  red,,  and  refemblea 
the  fanguis  draconis  y.  pofllbly  it  may  be  the  fame,  I 
for  this  fubdance  is  known  to  be  the  produce  of.  I 
more  than  one  plant.  It  is  mentioned  by*  Dam-  I 
pier,  and  is  perhaps  the  fame  that  Tafman.  ^ 
found  upon*Dkmen*s  Land,  where  he  fays  he  faw- 

Gum  of  the  trees,  andgum  lac  of  the  ground.’* 
The  'Other  timber  tree  is  that  which  grov/s- 
fomewlvat  like  our  pines,  and  has  been  particu- 
larly mentioned  in  the  account  of  'Botany  Bay;, 

T.he:- 


i 


The  wood  of  botii  £laefe  trees, -as  I have  before 
remarked,  is  extremely  hard  and  heavy.  Be- 
fides  thefe,  here  are  trees  Govered  with  a fofc 
bark  that  is  eafily  peeled  off,  and  is  the  fame 
that  in  the  Eaff  Indies  is  ufed  for  the  caulking 
of  fbips. 

W/e  found  here  the  palm  of  three  different 
forts.  The  firft,  which  grows  in  great  plenty 
to  the  fogthward,  has  leaves  that  are  plaited 
like  a fan  : the  cabbage  of  thefe  is  fmall,  but 
exquiktely  fweet ; and  the  nuts,  which  it  bears 
in  great  abundance,  are  very  good  food  for 
(hogs.  The  fecond  fort  bore  a much  greater 
refemblance  to  the  true  cabbage  tree  of  the  Well 
Indies ; its  leaves  were  large  and  pinnated,  like 
thofe  of  the  cocoa-nut  j and  thefe  alfo  produced 
a cabbage,  which  though  not  fo  fweet  as  the 
other,  was  much  larger.  The  third  fort,  which 
like  the  fecond,  was  found  only  in  the  northern 
parts,  was  feldom  more  than  ten  feet  high,  with 
fmall  pinnated  leaves,  refembling  thofe  of  feme 
kind  of  fern  : it  bore  no  cabbage,  but  a plenti- 
ful crop  of  nuts,  about  the  fize  of  a large  chef- 
nut,  but  rounder:  as  we  found  the  hulls  of 
thefe  fcattered  round  the  places  where  the  In- 
dians had  made  their  fires,  we  took  for  granted 
that  they  were  fit  to  eat  •,  thofe  however  who 
niade  -the  experiment  paid  dear  for  their  know- 
ledge of  the  contrary,  for  they  operated  both  as 
an  emetic  and  cathartic  witli  great  violence. 
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Still,  however,  we  made  no  doubt  but  that  they 
were  eaten  by  the  Indians;  and  judging  that 
the  conftitution  of  the  hogs  might  be  as  ilrbng 
as  theirs,  though  our  own  had  proved  to  be  fo 
much  inferior,  we  carried  them  to  the  ftye*,  the 
hogs  eat  them,  indeed,  and  for  fome  time  we 
thought  without  fuffering  any  inconvenience ; 
but  in  about  a week  they  were  fo  much  difor- 
dered  that  two  of  them  died,  and  the  reft  were 
recovered  with  great  difficulty.  It  is  probable; 
however,  that  the  poifonous  quality  of  thefe 
nuts  may  lie  in  the  juice,  like  that  of  the  caflada 
of  the  Weft  Indies  and  that  the  pulp,  when 
dried,  may  be  not  only  wholefome,  but  nutri- 
eious.  Befides  thefe  fpecies  of  the  palm,  and 
mangroves,  there  were  feveral  fmall  trees  and 
jftirubs  altogether  unknown  in  Europe;  particu- 
larly one  which  produced  a very  poor  Idnd  of 
fig ; another  that  bore  what  we  called  a plum, 
which  it  refembled  in  colour,  but  not  In  fhape, 
being  flat  on  the  fides  like  a little  cheefe : and  a 
third  that  bore  a kind  of  purple  apple;  which, 
after  it  had  been  kept  a few  days, 'became  eat- 
able, and  tafted  fomewhat  like  a damafcene. 

Here  is  a great  variety  of  plants  to  enrich  the 
- Golledion  of  a botanift,  but  very  few  of  them 
are  of  the  efculent  kind.  A fmall  plant,  with 
long,  narrow,  graffy  leaves,  refembling  that 
kind  of  bulruffi  which  in  England  is  called  the 
Cat’s-tail,  yields  a refin  of  a bright  yellow  co- 
lour. 
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lour,  exactly  refembling  gamboiige,  except  that 
it  does  not  ftain ; it  has  a fweet  fmell,  but  its 
properties  we  had  no  opportunity  to  difcover, 
any  more  than  thofe  of  many  others  with  which 
the  natives  appear  to  be  acquainted,  as  they 
have  di-ftinguifliod  them  by  names. 

I have  already  mentioned  the  root  and  leaves 
of  a plant  refembling  the  coccos  of  the  Weft- 
Indies,  and  a kind  of  bean;  to  which  may  be' 
added,  a fort  of  parfley  and  purfelain,  and  two 
kinds  of  yams ; one  fl:!aped  like  a rhadifti,  and 
the  other  round,  and  covered  with  ftringy  fibres : 
both  forts  are  very  fmall,  but  fweet ; and  we 
never  could  find  the  plants  that  produced  them, 
though  we  often  faw  the  places  where  they  had 
been  newly  dug  up;  it  is  probable  that  the 
drought  had  deftroyed  the  leaves,  and  we  could 
not,  like  the  Indians,  difcover  them  by  the 
ftalks. 

Moft  of  the  fruits  of  this  country,  fuch  as 
they  are,  have  been  mentioned  already.  We 
found  one  in  the  fouthern  part  of  the  country 
refembling  a cherry,  except  that  the  ftone  was 
loft;  and  another  not  unlike  a pineapple  in 
appearance,  but  of  a very  difagreeable  tafte, 
which  is  well  known  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  and  is 
called  by  the  Dutch  Pyn  Appel  Boomcn. 

Of  the  quadrupeds,  I have  already  mentioned 
the  dog,  and  particularly  defcribed  the  kangu- 
foo,  and  the  animal  of  tlie  opoITum  kind,  re- 
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phalanger  of  BuIFon ; to  which  I 
I.,— V — » can  add  only  one  more,  refembling  a polecat, 
which  the  natives  call  the  back  is  brown, 

fpotted  with  white,  and  the  belly  white  un« 
mixed.  Several  of  our  people  faid  they  had 
feen  wolves ; but  perhaps,  if  we  had  not  feen 
tracks  that  favoured  the  account,  w'e  might  have 
thought  them  little  more  worthy  of  credit  than 
he  who  reported  that  he  had  feen  the  devil. 

Of  batts,  which  hold  a middle  place  between 
the  beads  and  the  birds,  we  faw  many  kinds, 
particularly  one  which,  as  I have  obferved  al- 
ready, was  larger  than  a partridge  *,  we  were  not 
fortunate  enough  to  take  one  either  alive  or  dead, 
but  it  was  fuppofed  to  be  the  fame  as  Buffon 
has  defcribed  by  the  name  of  Roufet  or  Rouget. 

The  fea  and  other  water-fowl  of  this  country, 
are  gulls,  fliaggs,  foland  geefe,  or  gannets,  of 
two  forts;  boobies,  noddies,  curlieus,  ducks, 
pelicans  of  an  enormous  fize,  and  many  others. 
The  land- birds,  are  crows,  parrots,  paroquets, 
cockatoos,  and  other  birds  of  the  fame  kind,  of 
exquifite  beauty  ; pigeons,  doves,  quails,  buf- 
tards,  herons,  cranes,  hawks,  and  eagles.  The 
pigeons  flew  in  numerous  flocks,  fo  that,  not- 
withftanding  their  extreme  fliynefs,  our  people 
frequently  killed  ten  or  twelve  of  them  in  a day  : 
thefe  birds  are  very  beautiful,  and  crefted  very 
differently  from  any  we  ften  before. 
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Among  other  reptiles,  here  are  ferpents  of 
"various  kinds,  fbme  noxious,  ^nd  fome  harm-  * 

•lefs^  fcorpions,  centipieds,  and  lizards.  The 
infects  are  but  few.  The  principal  are  the' 
mufquito,  and  the  ant.  Of  the  ant  there  are 
Ibveral  forts;  fome  are  as  green  as  aJeaf,  and 
five  upon  trees,  where  they  build  their  nefts  of 
various  fizes,  between  that  of  a man’s  head  and 
his  fift.  Thefe  nefts  are  of  a very  curious 
ftrudture  : they  are  formed  by  bending  down 
feveral  of  the  leaves,  each  of  which  is  as  broad 
as  a man’s  hand,  and  gluing  the  points  of  them 
together,  fo  as  to  form  a purfe ; the  vifcus  ufed 
for  this  purpofe,  is  an  animal  juice,  which  Na- 
ture has  enabled  them  to  elaborate.-.  Their  me- 
thod of  firft  bending  down  the  leaves,  we  had 
not  an  opportunity  to  obferve ; but  we  faw 
thoufands  uniting  all  their  ftrength  to  hold  them 
in  this  pofition,  while  other  bufy  multitudes 
were  employed  vvitlrin,  in  applying  the  gluten 
that  was  to  prevent  their  r-eturnirig  back.  To 
fatisfy  ourfelves  tha-t  the  leaves  were  bent,  and 
held  down  by  the  effort  of  thefe  diminutive  ar- 
tificers, we  difturbed  them  in  their  work,  and  as 
foon  as  they  were  driven  from  their  ftation,  the 
leaves  on  which  they  wei*e  employed  fprung  up 
with  a force  much  greater  than  we  could  have 
thought  them  able  to  conquer  by  any  combina- 
tion of  their  ftrength.  But  though  we  gratified 
cur  curiofiry  at  their  expence,  the  injury  did  not 
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go  unrevenged  ; for  thoufands  immediately 
threw  themfelves  upon  us,  and  gave  us  intole- 
rable pain  with  their  flings,  efpecially  thofe  who 
took  pofleflion  of  our  necks  and  our  hair,' from 
whence  they  were  not  eafily  driven  : the  fling 
was  fcarcely  lefs  painful  than  that  of  a bee  ; but, 
except  it  was  repeated,  the  pain  did  not  lafl 
more  than  a minute. 

Another  fort  are  quite  black,  and  their  opera- 
tions and  manner  of  life  are  not  lefs  extraordi- 
nary. Their  habitations  are  the  infide  of  the 
branches  of  a tree,  which  they  contrive  to  exca- 
vate by  working  out  the  pith  almoft  to  the  extre- 
mity of  the  flenderefl  twig  ; the  tree  at  the  fame 
time  flourifhing,  as  if  it  had  no  fuch  inmate. 
When  we  firfl  found  the  tree,  we  gathered  fome 
of  the  branches,  and  were  fcarcely  lefs  aflonifhed 
than  v/e  fltould  have  been  to  find  that  we  had 
prophaned  a confecrated  grove,  where  every  tree, 
upon  being  wounded,  gave  figns  of  life ; for  we 
were  inflantly  covered  with  legions  of  thefe  ani- 
mals, fwarming  from  every  broken  bough,  and 
inflicting  their  flings  with  inceflant  violence. 
They  are  mentioned  by  Rumphiqs  in  \m  Herba^ 
rium  Amioinenfe,  vol.  ii.  p.  257.  j but  the  tree  in 
which  he  faw  their  dwelling,  is  very  different 
from  that  in  which  we  found  them. 

A third  kind  we  found  nefled  in  the  root  of  a 
plant,  which  grows  on  the  bark  of  trees  in  the 
tuanner  of  mifletoe,  and  which  they  had  perfo- 
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rated  for  that  ufe.  This  root  is  commonlv  ^77^' 

Auguft. 

as  big  as  a large  turnip,  and  fometimes  much'  c — k.— ^ 

bigger:  when  we  cut -it,  we  found  it  interfered 

by  innumerable  winding  palTages,  all  filled  with 

thefe  animals,  by  which  however  the  vegetation 

of  the  plant  did  not  appear  to  have  fuffered  any 

injury.  We  never  cut  one  of  thefe  roots  that 

was  not  inhabited,  though  fome  were  not  bigger 

than  a hazle  nut.  The  animals  themfelves  are 

very  fmall,  not  mere  than  half  as  big  as  the 

common  red  ant  in  England.  They  had  Rings, 

but  fcarcely  force  enough  to  make  them  felt ; 

.they  had  however  a power  of  tormenting  us  in 
an  equal,  if  not  a greater  degree ; for  the 
moment  we  handled  the  root,  they  fwarmed 
from  innumerable  holes,  and  running  about 
thofe  parts  of  the  body  that  were  uncovered, 
produced  atitillation  more  intolerable  than  pain, 
except  it  is  increafed  to  great  violence.  Rum- 
phius  has  alfo  given  an  account  of  this  bulb  and 
its  inhabitants,  vol.  vi.  p.  120.  where  he  men- 
tions another  fort  that  are  black. 

We  found  a fourth  kind,  which  are  perfeclly 
harmlefs,  and  almoft  exactly  refemble  the  white 
ants  of  the  Eaft  Indies  j the  architecture  of  thefe 
is  Rill  more  curiovis  than  that  of  the  others. 

They  have  houfes  of  two  forts,  one  is  fufpended 
on  the  branches  of  trees,  and  the  other  ereCted 
iipon  the  ground:  thofe  upon  the  trees  are 
about  three  or  four  times  as  big  as  a man’s 

head, 
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head,  and  are  built  of  a brittle  fubftance,  which 
feems  to  confifb  of  fmall  parts  of  vegetables 
kneaded  together  with  a glutinous  matter,  which 
their  bodies  probably  fupplyi  upon  breaking 
this  crulV,  innumerable  cells,  fwarm-ing  with  ini- 
habitants,  appear  in  a great  variety  of  winding 
diredVions,  all  communicating  with  each  other, 
and  with  feveral  apertures  that  lead  to  other 
nefts  upon  the  fame  tree  ; they  have  alfo  one 
large  avenue,  or  covered  way,  leading  to  the 
ground,  and  carried  on  under  it  to  the  other  nell 
or  houfe  that  is  conftru6led  there.  This  houfe 
is  generally  at  the  root  of  a tree,  but  not  of  that 
upon  v^hich  their  other  dwellings  are  conftruft- 
ed  ; it  is  formed  like  an  irregularly  fided  cone, 
and  fometimes  is  more  than  fix  feet  high,  and 
nearly  as  much  in  diameter.  Some  are  fmaller, 
and  thefe  are  generally  flat  Tided,  and  very  much 
refemble  in  figure  the  ftones  which  are  leen  in 
many  parts  of  England,  and  fuppofed  to  be  the 
remains  of  druidical  antiquity.  The  outfide  of 
thefe  is  of  well  tempered  clay,  about  two  inches 
thick  ; and  within  are  the  cells,  which  have  no 
opening  outwards,  but  communicate  only  with 
the  fubterranean  way  to  the  houfes  on  the  tree, 
and  to  the  tree  near  which  they  are  conflru<5led, 
where  they  afcend  up  the  root,  and  fo  up  the 
trunk  and  branches,  under  covered  ways  of  the 
fame  kind  as  thofe  by  which  they  defcended 
from  their  other  dwellings.  To  thefe  fl;ru(51:ures 


H O U N D T H E W O R L D.  203 

bn  the  ground  they  probably  retire  in  the  win-  177°-  ' 
ter,  or  rainy  feafons,  as  they  are  proof  againft 
any  wet  that  can  fall  j which  thofe  in  the  tree, 
though  generally  conftrufted  under  fome  over- 
hanging branch,  from  the  nature  and  thinnefs 
of  their  cruft  or  wall,  cannot  be. 

The  fea  in  this  country  is  much  more  liberal 
of  food  to  the  inhabitants  tKan  the  land  *,  and 
though  fifti  is  not  quite  fo  plenty  here  as  they 
generally  are  in  higher  latitudes,  yet  we  feldoni 
hauled  the  feine  without  taking  from  fifty  to 
two  hundred  weight.  They  are  of  various  forts  ; 
but,  except  the  mullet,  and  fome  of  the  Ihell- 
fifh,  none  of  them  are  known  in  Europe:  moft 
of  them  are  palatable,  and  fome  are  very  deli- 
cious. Upon  the  fhoals  and  reef  there  are  in- 
credible numbers  of  the  fineft  green  turtle  in 
the  world,  and  oyfters  of  various  kinds,  parti- 
cularly the  rock'Oyfter  and  the  pearl-oyfter,’ 

The  gigantic  cockles  have  been  mentioned  al- 
ready-, bcfides  which  there  are  fea-crayfi(h,  or 
lobfters,  and  crabs ; of  thefe  however  we  faw 
only  the  fhells.  In  the  rivers  and  fait  creeks 
there  are  aligators. 

The  only  perfon  who  has  hitherto  given  any 
account  of  this  country  or  its  inhabitants  i? 
Dampier,  and  though  he  is,  in  general,  a writer 
of  credit,  yet  in  many  particulars  he  is  miftaken. 

The  people  whom  he  faw  were  indeed  inhabit- 
ants of  a part  of  the  coaft  very  diftant  from 

that 
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that  which  we  vifited  ; but  we  alfo  faw  inhabit- 
ants upon  parts  of  the  coaft  very  diftant  from 
each  other,  and  their  being  a perfect  uniformity 
in  perfon  and  cuiloms  among  them  all,  it  is  rea- 
fonable  to  conclude,  that  dillance  in  another 
diredion  has  not  confiderably  broken  it. 

The  number  of  inhabitants  in  this  country 
appears  to  be  very  fmall  in  proportion  to  its  ex- 
tent. We  never  faw  fo  many  as  thirty  of  them 
together  but  once,  and  that  was  at  Botany  Bay, 
when  men,  women,  and  children,  aflembled 
upon  a rock  to  fee  the  fliip  pafs  by  : when  they 
manifeftly  formed  a refoluilon  to  engage  us, 
they  never  could  mufter  above  fourteen  or  fif- 
teen fighting  men  ; and  we  never  faw  a number 
of  their  fheds  or  houfes  together  that  could 
accommodate  a larger  party.  It  Is  true,  indeed, 
that  we  faw  only  the  fea  coaft  on  the  eaftern 
fide;  and  that,  between  this  and  the  weftern 
fnore,  there  is  an  immenfe  trad  of  country 
wholly  unexplored  : but  there  is  great  reafon  to 
believe  that  this  immenfe  trad  is  either  wholly 
defolates,  or  at  leaft  ftill  more  thinly  inhabited 
than  the  parts  we  vifited.  It  is  impolTible  that 
the  inland  country  fhould  fubfift  inhabitants  at 
all  feafons  without  cultivation;  it  is  extremely  im- 
probable that  the  inhabitants  of  the  epaft  fliould 
be  totally  ignorant  of  arts  of  cultivation,  which 
were  pradiied  inland  ; and  it  is  equally  impro^ 
bable  that,  if  they  knew  fuch  arts,  there  fliould 

be 
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be  no  traces  of  them  among  them.  It  is  certain  1770. 
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that  we  did  not  fee  one  foot  of  ground  in  a ftate 

of  cultivation  in  the  whole  country  ; and  there- 
fore it  may  well  be  concluded  that  where  the  fea 
does  not  contribute  to  feed  the  inhabitants,  the 
country  is  not  inhabited. 

The  only  tribe  with  which  we  had  any  inter-- 
courfe,  we  found  where  the  fliip  was  careened; 
it  confifted  of  one  and  twenty  perfons  ; twelve 
men,  feven  women,  one  boy,  and  one  girl:  the 
women  we  never  faw  but  at  a diftance ; for 
when  the  men  came  over  the  river  they  were 
always  left  behind.  The  men  here,  and  in 
other  places,  were  of  a middle  fize,  and  in  gene- 
ral well  made,  clean  limbed,  and  remarkably 
vigorous,  adlive,  and  nimble : their  countenances 
were  not  altogether  without  expreflion,  and  their 
yokes  were  remarkably  foft  and  effeminate. 

Their  fkins  were  fo  uniformly  covered  with 
dirt,  that  it  was  very  difficult  to  afcertain  their 
true  colour  : we  made  feveral  attempts,  by  wet- 
ting our  fingers  and  rubbing  it,  to  remove  the 
incruftations,  but  with  very  little  effeft.  With 
the  dirt  they  appear  nearly  as  black  as  a Ne- 
groe  •,  and  according  to  our  beft  difcovcries,  the 
fkin  itfelf  is  of  the  colour  of  wood  foot,  or  what 
is  commonly  called  a chocolate  colour.  Their 
features  are  far  from  being  difagreeable,  their 
nofes  are  not  flat,  nor  are  their  lips  thick;  their 
teeth  are  white  and  even,  and  their  hair  naturally 
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long  and  black,  it  is  however  univerfally  cropped 
Uiort  j in  general  it  is  ftraigJit,  but  fometimes  it 
has  a flight  eurl  j we  faw  none  that  was  not 
matted  and  filthy,  though  without  oil  or  greafe, 
and  to  our  great  aftonifliment  free  from  lice. 
Their  beards  were  of  the  fame  colour  with  their 
hair,  and  bufhy  and  thick : they  are  not  how- 
ever fuffered  to  grow  long.  A man  whom  we 
had  leen  one  day  with  his  beard  lomewhat 
longer  than  his  companions,  we  faw  the  next, 
with  it  fomewhat  Ihorter,  and  upon  examination 
found  the  ends  of  the  hairs  burnt : from  this 
incident,  and  our  having  never  feen  any  fliarp 
inft-runaent  among  them,  we  concluded  that  both 
the  hair  and  the  beard  were  kept  Ihort  by  fin^^e- 
ing  them.  "" 

Both  fexes.,  as  J have  already  obfervedp  go 
Hark  naked,  and  feem  to  have  no  raoie  fenfe  of 
indecency  in  difcovering  the  whole  body,  than 
we  have  in  difcovering  our  hands  and  face. 
Their  principal  ornament  is  the  bone  which  they 
thruft  through  the  cartilage  that  divides  .the 
noftrils  from  each  other:  .what  perverfion  of 
tafte  could  make  them  think  this  a decoration, 
or  what  could  prompt  them,  before  they  had 
worn  it  or  feen  it  worn,  to  fuffer  the  pain  and 
inconvenience  that  muft  of  neceflity  attend  it,  is 
perhaps  beyond  the  power  of  human  fagaticy 
to  determine : as  this  bone  is  as  thick  as  a 
man’s  finger,  and  between  five  and  fix  inches 

loriir. 
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long,  it  reaches  quito  acrofs  the  face,  and  fo 
effectually  flops  up  both  the  noflrils  that  they 
are  forced  to  keep  their  mouths  wide  open  for 
breath,  and  fnuffle  fo  when  they  attempt  to 
fpeak,  that  they  are  fcareely  intelligible  even  to 
each  other.  Our  fcamen,  with  fome  humour, 
called  it  their  fpritfail-yard  ■,  and  indeed  it  had 
fo  ludicrous  an  appearance,  that  till  we  were 
ufed  to  it,  we  found  it  difficult  to  refrain  from- 
laughter.  Befide  this  nofe  jewel,  they  had  neck- 
laces made  of  fhells,  very  neatly  cut  and  flrung 
together;  bracelets  of  fmail  cord,  v/ound  two  or 
three  times  about  the  upper  part  of  their  arm, 
and  a firing  of  plaited  human  hair  about  as 
thick  as  a thread  of  yarn,  tied  round  the  waifl. 

Befidcs  rhefe,  fome  of  them  had  gorgets  of  fliells 
hanging  round  the  neck,  fo  as  to  reach  crofs 
the  breaft.  But  though  thefe  people  wear  no 
clothes,  their  bodies  have  a covering  befides  the 
dirt,  for  they  paint  them  both  v/hitc  and  red  r 
the  red  is  commonly  laid  on  in  broad  patches 
opon  the  fhoulders  and  breaft ; and  the  white  in 
flnipes,  fome  narrow,  and  fome  broad:  the  nar- 
row were  drawn  over  the  limbs,  and  the  broad 
over  the  body,  not  withoiit  fome  degree  of  tafle. 

The  white  was  alfo  laid  on  in  fmail  patchea 
upon  the  face,  and  drawn  in  a circle  round  each- 
eye.  The  red  feeined  to  be  ochre,  but  what  the 
white  was  we  could  not  difeover ; it  was  clofe 
grained,  faponaceous  to  the  touch,  and  almoft 
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as  heavy  as  white  lead  ; pofiibly  it  might  be  a. 
kind  of  Steatites^  but  to  our  great  regret  we 
could  not  procure  a bit  of  it  to  examine.  They 
have  holes  in  their  ears,  but  we  never  faw  any 
thing  worn  in  them.  Upon  fuch  ornaments  as 
they  had,  they  fet  fo  great  a value,  that  they 
would  never  part  with  the  leaft  article  for  any 
thing  we  could  offer  *,  which  was  the  more  ex- 
traordinary as  our  beads  and  ribbons  were  orna- 
ments of  the  fame  kind,  but  of  a more  regular 
form  and  more  fhowy  materials.  They  had  in- 
deed no  idea  of  traffic,  nor  could  we  communi- 
cate any  to  them  : they  received  the  things  that 
we  gave  them  ; but  never  appeared  to  under- 
ftand  our  figns  when  we  required  a return.  The 
fime  indifference  which  prevented  them  from 
buying  what  we  had,  prevented  them  alfo  from 
attempting  to  deal : if  they  had  coveted  more, 
they  would  have  been  lefs  honeft;  for  when  we 
refufed  to  give  them  a turtle,  they  were  enraged, 
and  attempted  to  take  it  by  force,  and  we  had 
nothing  clfe  upon  which  they  feemed  to  fet  the 
leafl  value;  for,  as  I have  before  obferved, 
many  of  the  things  that  we  had  given  them,  we 
found  left  negligently  about  in  the  woods,  like 
the  playthings  of  children,  which  pleafe  only 
while  they  are  new.  Upon  their  bodies  w'e  faw 
no  marks  of  difeafe  of  fores,  but  large  fears  in 
irregular  lines,  which  appeared  to  be  the  remains 
of  w'ounds  which  they  had  infli<^ed  upon  them- 
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felves  with  fome  blunt  inftrument,  and  which  we 
underftood  by  figns  to  have  been  memorials  of 
grief  for  the  dead. 

They  appeared  to  have  no  fixed  habitations, 
for  we  faw  nothing  like  a town  or  village  in  the 
whole  country.  Their  houfes,  if  houfes  they 
may  be  called,  feem  to  be  formed  with  lefs  art 
and  induftry  than  any  we  had  feen,  except  the 
wretched  hovels  at  Terra  del  Fuego,  and  in 
fome  refpedts  they  are  inferior  even  to  them. 
At  Botany  Bay,  where  they  were  bell,  they  were 
juft  high  enough  for  a man  to  fit  upright  in  •, 
but  not  large  enough  for  him  to  extend  himfelf 
in  his  whole  length  in  any  dire£lion ; they  are 
built  with  pliable  rods  about  as  thick  as  a man’s 
finger,  in  the  form  of  an  oven,  by  (ticking  the 
two  ends  into  the  ground,  and  then  covering 
them  with  palm  leaves,  and  broad  pieces  of 
bark : the  door  is  nothing  but  a large  hole  at 
one  end,  oppofite  to  which  the  fire  is  made,  as 
we  perceived  by  the  afhes.  Under  thefe  houfes, 
or  Iheds,  they  fleep,  coiled  up  with  their  heels 
to  their  head  ; and  in  this  pofition  one  of  them 
will  hold  three  or  four  perfons.  As  we  ad- 
vanced northward,  and  the  climate  became 
warmer,  we  found  thefe  fheds  ftill  more  flight : 
they  were  built,  like  the  others,  of  twigs,  and 
covered  with  bark  •,  but  none  of  them  were 
more  than  four  feet  deep,  and  one  fide  was  en- 
tirely open : the  clofe  fide  was  always  oppofed 
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to  the  courfe  of  the  prevailing  wind,  and  oppo- 
fite  to  the  open  fide  was  the  fire,  probably  more 
as  a defence  from  the  mufquitos  than  the  cold. 
Under  thefe  hovels  it  is  probable,  that  they 
thriift  only  their  heads  and  the  upper  part  of  their 
bodies,  extending  their  feet  towards  the  fire. 
They  were  fet  up  occafionally  by  a wandering 
hord  in  any  place  that  would  furnifh  them  for  a 
time  with  fubfiftence,  and  left  behind  them 
when,  after  it  was  exhaufted,  they  went  away : 
but  in  places  where  they  remained  only  for  a 
night  or  two,  they  flept  without  any  fhelter,  ex- 
cept the  bufhes  or  grafs,  which  is  here  near  two 
Teet  high.  We  obferved,  however,  that  though 
the  deeping  huts  which  we  found  upon  the 
main,  were  always  turned  from  the  prevailino- 
wind,  thofe  upon  the  illands  were  turned  to- 
wards it  •,  which  fecms  to  be  a proof  that  they 
have  a mild  feafon  here,  during  which  the  fea  is 
calm,  and  that  the  fame  weather  which  enables 
them  to  vifit  the  iflands,  makes>the  air  welcome 
even  while  they  deep. 

The  only  furniture  belonging  to  thefe  houfes 
'that  fell  under  our  obfervation,  is  a kind-of  ob- 
long vedel  made  of  bark,  by  ^the  frmple  con- 
trivance of  tying  up  the  two  ends  with  a' withy, 
which  not  being  cut  off  ferves  for  a handle.; 
thefe  we  imagined  were  iifed  as  buckets  to  fetch 
water  from  the  fpring,  which  may  be  fuppofed 
fometimes  to  be  at  a confiderabJe  ^diftance. 
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They  have  however  a 'fmall  bag,  about  the  fize 
of  a moderate  cabbage-net,  which  is  made  by 
laying  threads  loop  within  loop,  fomewhat  in  the 
manner  of  knitting  ufed  by  our  ladies  to  make 
purfes.  This  bag  the  man  carries  loofe  upon 
his  back  by  a fmall  firing  which  pafles  over  his 
head  ; it  generally  contains  a lump  or  two  of 
paint  and  refin,  fome  filh-hooks  and  lines,  a fhell 
or  two,  out  of  which  their  hooks  are  made,  a 
few  points  of  darts,  and  their  ufual  ornaments, 
which  includes  the  whole  worldly  treafure  of  the 
richell  man  among  them. 

Their  fifh-hooks  are  very  neatly  made,  and 
fome  of  them  are  exceedingly  fmall.  For  ftrik- 
ing  turtle  they  have  a peg  of  wood  which  is 
about  a foot  long,  and  very  well  bearded ; this 
fits  into  a focket  at  the  end  of  a ftafF  of  light 
wood,  about  as  thick  as  a man’s  wrill,  and 
about  feven  or  eight  feet  long : to  the  ftalf  is 
tied  one  end  of  a loofe  line  about  three  or  four 
fathom  long,  the  other  end  of  which  is  faftened 
to  the  peg.  To  ftrike  the  turtle,  the  peg  is 
fixed  into  the  focket,  and  when  it  has  entered 
his  body,  and  is  retained  there  by  the  barb,  the 
ftaff  flies  off  and  ferves  for  a float  to  trace  their 
viflim  in  the  water ; it  aflifls  alfo  to  tire  him, 
till  they  can  overtake  him  with  their  canoes,  and 
haul  him  afhore.  One  of  ,thefe  pegs,  as  I have 
mentioned  already,  we  found  buried  in  the  body 
of  a turtle,  which  had  healed  up  over  it.  Their 
lines  are  from  the  thicknefs  of  a half  inch  rope 
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to  the  finenefs  of  a hair,  and  are  made  of  fomc 
vegetable  fubftance,  but  what  in  particular  we 
had  no  opportunity  to  learn. 

Their  food  is  chiefly  fiflb,  though  they  fome- 
times  contrive  to  kill  the  kanguroo,  and  even 
birds  of  various  kinds ; notwithftanding  they 
are  fo  fliy  that  we  found  it  difficult  to  get  within 
reach  of  them  with  a fowling-piece.  The  only 
vegetable  that  can  be  confidered  as  an  article  of 
food  is  the  yam  ; yet  doubtlefs  they  eat  the 
feveral  fruits  which  have  been  mentioned  among 
other  productions  of  the  country ; and  indeed 
we  faw  the  ffiells  and  hulls  of  feveral  of  them 
lying  about  the  places  where  they  had  kindlec^ 
their  fire. 

They  do  not  appear  to  eat  any  animal  food 
raw ; but  having  no  vefTel  in  which  water  can 
be  boiled,  they  either  broil  it  upon  the  coals,  or 
bake  it  in  a hole  by  the  help  of  hot  ftones,  in  the 
lame  manner  as  is  praClifed  by  the  inhabitants  of 
the  i Hands  in  the  South  Seas. 

Whether  they  are  acquainted  with  any  plant 
that  has  an  intoxicating  quality,  we  do  not 
/know;  but  we  obferved  that  feveral  of  them 
held  leaves  of  fome  fort  conftantly  in  their 
mouths,  as  an  European  does  tobacco,  and  an 
Eaft  Indian  betele : we  never  faw  the  plant,  but 
when  they  took  it  from  their  mouths  at  our  re- 
queft;  poffibly  it  might  be  a fpecies  of  the  betele, 
but  whatever  it  was,  it  had  no  efieCl  upon  the 
teeth  or  the  lips. 
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As  they  have  no  nets,  they  catch  fifli  only  by 
ftriking,  or  with  a hook  and  line,  except  fuch  as 
they  find  in  the  hollows  of  the  rocks,  and  fhoals, 
which  are  dry  at  half  ebb. 

Their  manner  of  hunting  we  had  no  opportu- 
nity to  fee;  but  we  conjedured  by  the  notches 
which  they  had  every  where  cut  in  large  trees  in 
order  to  climb  them,  that  they  took  their  Ration 
near  the  tops  of  them,  and  there  yyatched  for 
fuch  animals  as  might  happen  to  pafs  near 
enough  to  be  reached  by  their  lances : it  is  pof- 
fible  alfo,  that  in  this  fituation  they  might  take 
birds  when  they  came  to  rooft.  . ' , 

I have  obferved  that  when  they  went  from  our 
tents  upon  the  banks  of  Endeavour  River,  we 
could  trace  them  by  the  fires  which  they  kindled 
in  their  way  ; and  we  imagined  that  thefe  fires 
were  intended  fome  way  for  the  taking  the  kan- 
guroo,  which  we  obferved  to  be  fo  much  afraid 
of  fire,  that  our  dogs  could  fcarcely  force  it  over 
places  which  had  been  newly  burnt,  though  the 
fire  was  extinguifhed. 

They  produce  fire  with  great  facility,  and 
fpread  it  in  a wonderful  manner.  To  produce 
it  they  take  two  pieces  of  dry  foft  wood,  one  is 
a ftick  about  eight  or  nine  inches  long,  the  other 
piece  is  flat : the  ftick  they  fhape  into  an  obtufe 
point  at  one  end,  and  prelTing  it  upon  the  other, 
turn  it  nimbly  by  holding  it  between  both  their 
hands  as  we  do  a chocolate  mill,  often  fliifting 
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their  hands  up,  and  then  rriovlng  them  down 

AUgUft.  . ‘ O VAV^TTI* 

I — upon  it,  to  increafe  the  preflurc  as  much  as  pof- 
fible.  By  this  method  they  get  fire  in  lefs  than 
two  minutes,  and  from  the  fmalleft  fpark  they 
increafe  it  with  great  fpeed  and  dexterity.  We 
have  often  feen  one  of  them  run  along  the  fhore, 
to  all  appearance  with  nothing  in  his  hand,  who 
ftooping  down  for  a moment,  at  the  diftance  of 
every  fifty  or  a hundred  yards,  left  fire  behind 
him,  as  we  could  fee  firfl  by  the  fmoke  and  then 
by  the  flame  among  the  drift  wood,  and  other 
litter  which  was  fcattered  along  the  place.  We 
had  the  curiofity  to  examine  one  of  thefe  planters 
of  fire,  when  he  fet  off,  and  wefawhim  wrap  up 
a fmall  fp'ark  in  dry  grafs,  which,  when  he  had 
run  a little  way,  having  been  fanned  by  the  air 
that  his  rriotion  produced,  began  to  blaze ; he 
then  laid  it  down  in  a place  convenient  for  his 
purpofe,  inclofing  a fpark  of  it  in  another  quan- 
tity of  grafs,*  and  fo  continued  his  courfe. 

There  are  perhaps  few  things  in  the  hiftory 
of  mankind  more  extraordinary  than  the  difeo^ 
very  and  application  of  fire : it  will  fcarcely  be 
difputed  that  the  manner  of  producing  it,  whe- 
ther by  collifion  or  attrition,  was  difeovered  by 
chance:  but  its  firfl:  effedts  would  naturally 
flrike  thofe  to  whom  it  Was  a new  objeft,  with 
confternation  and  terfdr  : it  would  appear  to  be 
an  enemy  to  life  and  nature,  and  to  torment  and 
deflroy  whatever  was  capable  of  being  deflroyed 
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or  tormented ; and  therefore  it  feems  not  eafy  to 
conceive  what  fhoiild  incline  thofe  who.  firft  faw 
it  receive  a tranfient  exiftence  from  chance,  to 
reproduce  it  by  defign.  It  is  by  no  means  pro- 
bable that  thofe  who  firft  faw  fire,  approached  it 
with  the  fame  caution,  as  thofe  who  are  familiar 
with  its  effects,  fo  as  to  be  warmed  only  and  not 
burnt  5 and  it  is  reafonable  to  think  that  the  in- 
tolerable pain  which,  at  its  firft  appearance,  it 
muft  produce  upon  ignorant  curiofity,  would 
fow  perpetual  enmity  between  this  element  and 
mankind  j and  that  the  fame  principle  which  in- 
cites them  to  crufh  a ferpent,  would  incite  them 
to  deftroy  fire,  and  avoid  all  means  by  which  it 
would  be  produced,  as  foon  as  they  were  known. 
Thefe  circumftances  confidered,  how  men  be- 
came fufiiciently  familiar  with  it  to  render  it  ufe- 
ful,  feems  to  be  a problem  very  difficult  to 
folve : nor  is  it  eafy  to  account  for  the  firft  ap- 
plication of  it  to  culinary  purpofes,  as  the  eating 
both  animal  and  vegetable  food  raw,  muft  have 
become  a habit,  before  there  was  fire  to  drels  it, 
and  thofe  who  have  confidered  the  force  of  habit 
will  readily  believe,  that  to  men  who  had  always 
eaten  the  fleffi  of  animals  raw,  it  would  be  as  dif- 
agreeable  dreffed,  as  to  thofe  who  have  always 
eaten  it  dreffed,  it  would  be  raw.  It  is  remark- 
able that  the  inhabitants  of  Terra  del  Fuego 
produce  fire  from  a fpark  by  collifion,  and  that 
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the  happier  natives  of  this  country.  New  Zea- 
land, and  Otaheite,  produce  it  by  the  attrition 
of  one  combuftible  fubftance  againft  another  : is 
there  not  then  fome  reafon  to  fuppofe  that  thefe 
different  operations  correfpond  with  the  man- 
ner in  which  chance  produced  fire  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  torrid  and  frigid  zones  ? Among 
the  rude  inhabitants  of  a cold  country,  neither 
any  operation  of  art,  or  occurrence  of  accident, 
could  be  fuppofed  fo  eafily  to  produce  fire  by 
attrition,  as  in  a climate  where  every  thing  is 
hot,  dry,  and  aduff,  teeming  with  a latent  fire 
which  a flight  degree  of  motion  was  fufficient  to 
call  forth  j in  a cold  country  therefore,  it  is  na- 
tural to  fuppofe  that  fire  was  produced  by  the 
accidental  collifion  of  two  metallic  fubftances, 
and  in  a cold  country,  for  that  reafon,  the  fame 
expedient  was  ufed  to  produce  it  by  defign  : but 
in  hot  countries,  where  two  combuflible  fub- 
flances  eafily  kindle  by  attrition,  it  is  probable 
that  the  attrition  of  fuch  fubftances  firfl  produced 
fire,  and  here  it  was  therefore  natural  for  art  to 
adopt  the  fame  operation,  with  a view  to  pro- 
duce the  fame  effedt.  It  may  indeed  be  true 
that  fire  is  now  produced  in  many  cold  coun- 
tries by  attrition,  and  in  many  hot  by  a ftroke ; 
but  perhaps  upon  inquiry  there  may  appear 
reafon  to  conclude  that  this  has  arifen  from  the 
pmmunication  of  one  country  with  another,  and 
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that  with  refpedt  to  the  original  produdion  of  ^77°- 
fire  in  hot  and  cold  countries,  the  diftinftion  is  < — ^ ^ 
well  founded. 

There  may  perhaps  be  fome  reafon  to  fup- 
pofe  that  men  became  gradually  acquainted  with 
the  nature  and  effedls  of  fire,  by  its  permanent 
exiftence  in  a volcano,  there  being  remains  of 
volcanoes,  or  veftiges  of  their  effedts,  in  almoft 
every  part  of  the  world  : by  a volcano,  how- 
ever, no  method  of  producing  fire,  otherwife 
than  by  contadl,  could  be  learnt  the  produc- 
tion and  application  of  fire  therefore,  ftill  feem 
to  afford  abundant  fubjedt  of  fpeculation  to  the 
curious. 

The  weapons  of  thefe  people  are  fpears  or 
lances,  and  thefe  are  of  different  kinds:  fome 
that  we  faw  upon  the  fouthern  part  of  the  coaft 
had  four  prongs,  pointed  with  bone,  and  barbed; 
the  points  were  alfo  fmeared  with  a hard  refin, 
which  gave  them  a polifh,  and  made  them  enter 
deeper  into  what  they  ftruck.  To  the  north- 
ward, the  lance  has  but  one  point : the  fhaft  is 
made  of  cane,  or  the  ftalk  of  a plant  fomewhat 
refembling  a bulrufh,  very  ftraight  and  light, 
and  from  eight  to  fourteen  feet  long,  confifting 
of  feveral  joints,  where  the  pieces  are  let  into 
each  other,  and  bound  together;  to  this  are 
fitted  points  of  different  kinds ; fome  are  of 
hard  heavy  wood,  and  fome  are  the  bones  of 
fifh : we  faw  feveral  that  were  pointed  with  the 
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flings  of  the  fling-ray,  the  largeft  that  thc5r 
J could  procure,  and  barbed  with  feveral  that  were 
Imaller,  faftened  on  in  a contrary  direction;  the 
points  of  wood  were  alfo  fometimes  armed  with 
fliarp  pieces  of  broken  (hells,  which  were  fluck 
in,  and  at  the  jundlures  covered  with  refin  : the 
lances  that  are  thus  barbed,  are  indeed  dreadful 
weapons,  for  when  once  they  have  taken  place, 
they  can  never  be  drawn  back  without  tearing 
away  the  fleih,,  or  leaving  the  (harp  ragged  fplin- 
ters  of  the  bone  or  (hell  which  forms  the  beard, 
behind  them  in  the  wound.  Thefe  weapons  are 
thrown  with  great  force  and  dexterity ; if  in- 
tended to  wound  at  a (hort  diflance,  between 
ten  and  twenty  yards,  fimply  with  the  hand,  but 
if  at  the  diflance  of  forty  or  fifty,  with  an  inftru- 
ment  which  we  called  a throwing  flick.  This 
is  a plain  fmooth  piece  of  a hard  reddilh  wood, 
very  highly  polifhed,  about  two  inches  broad, 
half  an  inch  thick,  and  three  feet  long,  with  a 
fmall  knob,  or  hook  at  one  end,  and  a crofa 
piece  about  three  or  four  inches  long  at  the 
other  : the  knob  at  one  end  is  received  in  a 
fmall  dent  or  hollow,  which  is  made  for  that 
purpofe  in  the  fhaft  of  the  lance  near  the  point, 
but  from  which  it  eafily  flips,  upon  being  im- 
'pdled  forward:  when  the  lance  is  laid  along 
upon  this  machine,  and  fecured  in  a proper  po- 
fition  by  the  knob,  the  perfon  that  is  to  throw  it 
holds  it  over  his  (houlder,  and  after  (baking  it, 
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delivers  both  the  throwing,  flick  and  lance  with 
all  his  force,  but  the  flick  being  flopped  by  the 
crofs  piece  which  comes  againfl  the  fhoulder, 
with  a fudden  jerk,  the  lance  flies  forward  with 
incredible  fwiftnefs,-  and  with  fo  good  an  aim, 
that  at  the  diflance  of  fifty  yards  thefe  Indians- 
were  more  fure  of  their  mark  than  we  could  be 
with  a Angle  bullet.  Befides  thefe  lances,  we 
faw  no  offenfive  weapon  upon  this  coafl,  except 
when  we  took  our  lafl  view  of  it  with  our 
glaffes,  and  then  we  thought  we  faw  a man  with 
a bow  and  arrows,  in  which  it  is  pofTible  we 
might  be  miflaken.  We  faw,  however,  at  Bo- 
tany Bay,  a fhield  or  target  of  an  oblong  fhape, 
about  three  feet  long,  and  eighteen  inches  broad, 
which  was  made  of  the  bark  of  a tree  : this  was 
"fetched  out  of  a hut  by  one  of  the  men  that  op- 
pofed  our  landing,  who,  when  he  ran  away,  left 
it  behind  him,  and  upon  taking  it  up,  we  found 
that  it  had  been  pierced  through  with  a Angle 
pointed  lance  near  the  center.  Thefe  fliields  are 
certainly  in  frequent  ufe  among  the  people  here; 
for  though  this  was  the  only  one  that  we  faw  in 
their  polTelTion,  we  frequently  found  trees  from 
v/hich  they  appeared  manifeftly  to  have  been 
cut,  the  marks  being  eafily  diftinguifhed  from 
thofe  that  were  made  by  cutting  buckets  : fome- 
times  alfo  we  found  the  fhields  cut  out,  but  not 
yet  taken  off  from  the  tree,  the  edges  of  the 
bark  otily  being  a little  raifed  by  wedges,  fo  that 
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thefe  people  appear  to  have  difcovered  that  the 
> bark  of  a tree  becomes  thicker  and  ftronger  by- 
being  fuffered  to  remain  upon  the  trunk  after  it 
has  been  cut  round. 

The  canoes  of  New  Holland  are  as  mean  and 
rude  as  the  houfes.  Thofe  on  the  fouthern  part 
of  the  coaft  are  nothing  more  than  a piece  of 
bark,  about  twelve  feet  long,  tied  together  at 
the  ends,  and  kept  open  in  the  middle  by  fmall 
bows  of  wood:  yet  in  a veflel  of  this  conftruc- 
tion  we  once  faw  three  people.  In  fliallow  wa- 
ter they  are  fet  forward  by  a pole,  and  in  deeper 
by  paddles,  about  eighteen  inches  long,  one  of 
which  the  boatman  holds  in  each  hand  ; mean  as 
they  are,'  they  have  many  conveniencies,  they 
draw  but  little  water,  and  they  are  very  light, 
fo  that  they  go  upon  mud  banks  to  pick  up  fhell 
fiih,  the  moft  important  ufe  to  which  they  can 
be  applied,  better  perhaps  than  veffel?  of  any 
other  conftrudion.  We  obfcrved,  that  in  the 
middle  of  thefe  canoes  there  was  a heap  of  fea- 
weed,  and  upon  that  a fmall  firej  probably  that 
the  fifh  may  be  broiled  ^nd  eaten  the  moment  it 
is  caught. 

The  canoes  that  we  faw  when  we  advanced 
farther  to  the  northward,  are  not  made  of  bark, 
but  of  the  trunk  of  a tree  hollowed,  perhaps  by 
fire.  They  are  about  fourteen  feet  long,  and, 
being  very  narrow,  are  fitted  with  an  outrigger 
to  prevent  their  overfetting.  Thefe  are  worked 
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with  paddles,  that  are  fo  large  as  to  require  both 
hands  to  manage  one  of  them  : the  outfide  is 
wholly  unmarked  by  any  tool,  but  at  each  end 
the  wood  is  left  longer  at  the  top  than  at  the  bot- 
tom, fo  that  there  is  a projedion  beyond  the 
( hollow  part  refembling  the  end  of  a plank  •,  the 
fides  are  tolerably  thin,  but  how  the  tree  is  felled 
and  fafhioned,  we  had  no  opportunity  to  learn. 
The  only  tools  that  we  faw  among  them  are  an 
adze,  wretchedly  made  of  Hone,  fome  fmall 
pieces  of  the  fame  fubftance  in  form  of  a wedge, 
a wooden  mallet,  and  fome  (hells  and  fragments 
of  coral.  For  polifliing  their  throwing  flicks, 
and  the  points  of  their  lances,  they  ufe  the  leaves 
of  a kind  of  wild  fig-tree,  which  bites  upon 
wood  almoft  as  keenly  as  the  fhave-grafs  of 
Europe,  which  is  ufed  by  our  joiners : with 
fuch  tools,  the  making  even  fuch  a canoe  as  I 
have  defcribed,  mufl  be  a moft  difficult  and  te- 
dious labour : to  thofe  who  have  been  acciif-' 
tomed  to  the  ufe  of  metal,  it  appears  al- 
together impradlicable  ; but  there  are  few 
difficulties  that  will  not  yield  to  patient  per- 
feverance,  and  he  who  does  all  he  can,  will  cer- 
tainly produce  effecls  that  greatly  exceed  his  ap- 
parent power. 

The  utmofl  freight  of  thefe  canoes  is  four 
people,  and  if  more  at  any  time  wanted  to  come 
over  the  river,  one  of  thofe  who  came  firfl  was 
obliged  to  go  back  for  the  reft:  from  this  cir- 
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•cuinftance,  we  conjeftured  that  the  boat  we  faw, 
when^we  were  lying  in  Endeavour  River,^was 
the  only  one  in  the  neighbourhood  : we  have 
however  Lome  reafon  to  .believe  that  the  bark 
•canoes  are  alfo  ufcd  where  the  wooden  ones 
are  conftrudled,  for  upon  one  of  the  fmall 
iflands  where  the  natives  had  been  filhing  for 
turtle,  we  found  one  of  the  little  paddles  which 
had  belonged  to  fuch  a boat,  and  would  have 
been  ufelefs  on  board  any  other. 

By  what  means  the  inhabitants  of  this  country 
are  reduced  to  fuch  a number  as  it  can  fubfift, 
is  not  perhaps  very  eafy  to  guefs  ; v.-hether,  >like 
the  inhabitants  of  New  Zealand,  they  are  de- 
ftroyed  by  the  hands  of  each  other  in  contefts 
for  food  •,  whether  they  are  fwept  off  by  acci- 
dental famine,  or  .whether  there  is  any  caufe 
which  prevents  the  increafe  of  the  fpecies,  muft 
be  left  for  future  adventurers  to  determine. 
.That  they  have  wars,  appears  by  their  weapons; 
for  fuppofing-the  lances  to  ferve  merely  for  the 
ftriking  of  fifh,  the  fhield  could  be  intended  for 
nothing  but  a defence  againft  men ; the  only 
mark  of  hollility,  however,  which  we  faw  among 
them,  was  the  perforation  of  the  Ihield  by  a 
fjpear,  which  has  been  juft  mentioned,  for  • none 
of  them  appeared  to  have  been  wounded  by  an 
enemy.  Neither  can  we- determine  whether  .they 
are  pufillanimous  or  brave;  the  refolution  -with 
which  two  of  them  attempted  to. prevent  our 
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landing,  when  we  had  two  boats  full  of  men,  in 
Botany  Bay,  even  after  one  of  them  was  wound-  u-i-^ — 
cd  with  fmall  Ihot,  gave  us  reafon  to  conclude 
that  they  were  not  only  naturally  courageous, 
but  that  they  'had  acquired  a 'familiarity  with 
the  dangers  of  hoftility,  and  were,  by  habit  as 
well  as  nature,  a daring  and  warlike  people 
but  their  precipitate  flight  from  every  other 
place  that  we  approached,  'without  even  a me- 
nace, while 'they  were  out  of  our  reach,  was  an 
indication  of  uncommon  tamenefs  and  timidity, 
fuch  as  thofe  who  had  -only  been  occafionally 
warriors  mufl;  be  fuppofed  to  have  fhaken'off, 
whatever  might  have 'been  their  natural  difpofl- 
tion.  I have  faithfully  related  fadts,  the  reader 
rnuil  judge  of  the  people  for  himfelf. 

From  the  account  that. has  been  given  of  our 
commerce  with  them,  it  cannot  be  fuppofed  that 
we  fliould  know  much  of  their  language  ; yet 
as  this  is  an  objedt  of  great  curioflty,  efpecially 
to  the  learned,  and  of  great  importance  in  their 
refearches  into  the  origin  of  the  various  nations 
that  have  been  difcovered,  we  took  fome  pains 
to  bring  away  fuch  a fpecimen  of  it  as  might,  in 
a certain  degree,  anfwer  the  purpofe,  and  P'lhali 
now  give  an  account  how  it  was  procured.  4f 
we  wanted  to  knov/  the  name  of  a flone,  we  took 
a {lone  up  into  our  hands,  - and  as  well  as  w'e 
could,  intimated  by  figns,  that  we  wiflicd  they 
fhould  name  it : the  word  that  they  pronounced 
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upon  the  occafion,  we  immediately  wrote  down; 
This  method,  though  it  was  the  beft  we  could 
contrive,  might  certainly  lead  us  into  many  mif- 
takes  ; for  if  an  Indian  was  to  take  up  a ftone^ 
and  afk  us  the  name  of  it,  we  might  anfwer  a 
pebble  or  a flint ; fo  when  we  took  up  a ftoncj 
and  afl<ted  an  Indian  the  name  of  it,  he  might 
pronounce  a word  that  diftinguilhed  the  fpecies 
and  not  the  genus,  or  that,  inftead  of  fignifying 
ftone  Amply,  might  fignify  a rough  ftone,  or  a 
fmooth  ftone  •,  however,  as  much  as  pofliblc 
to  avoid  miftakes  of  this  kind,  feveral  of  us 
contrived,  at  different  times,  to  get  from  them 
as  many  words  as  we  could,  and  having  noted 
them  down,  compared  our  lifts:  thofe  which 
were  the  fame  in  all,  and  which,  according  to 
every  one’s  account,  fignified  the  fame  thing,  we 
ventured  to  record,  with  a very  few  others, 
which,  from  the  fimplicity  of  the  fubje6b,  and 
the  eafe  of  expreffing  our  queftion  with  plain- 
nels  and  precifion  by  a fign,  have  acquired 
equal  authority. 


Englifh.  New  Holland. 
'Thehead^  Wageegee. 
Hair^  Morye. 

Eyes^  Meul. 

Ears^  Melea. 

LipSy  Yembe. 

Nafey  Bonjoo. 

'Tongue,  Unjar, 


Englifh.  New  Holland. 


Nails, 

Sun, 

Fire, 

A fione. 
Sand, 

A rope, 
A man. 


Kulke.  .V 

Gallan. 

Meanang. 

Walba. 

Yowalh 

Gurka, 

Bain  a. 

Beard^ 
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Engliili.  New  HolIand.jEnglifli,  New  Holland. 
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Beard, 
Neck, 
Nipples, 
Hands, 
'Thighs, 
Navel, 
Knees, 
Feet, 

Heel, 
Cockatoo, 
The  foal  of 


Wallar. 

Doom  boo. 

Cayo. 

Marigal. 

Coman. 

Toolpoor. 

Pongo. 

Hdamal. 

Kniorror. 

( 

Wanda. 


Ankle, 

■ Arms, 

Thumb, 

.The  fore, 
middle, 
and  ring  L 
fingers,  J 

The  little  7 Nakil,  or 
finger,  5 


\A  dog. 


Chongurn, 
Aco,  Acol, 
Eboorbalga. 

Egalbmga. 


Eboornakil.  Yarcaw 


The  fky, 

A father, 
A fon. 


r Kere,  or 
t Kearre. 
Dunjo. 
Jumurre. 


\Amalc turtle,  Poinga. 

\A  female,  Mameingo. 

\A  canoe,  Marigan, 

Ho  paddle,  Pelenyo. 

pzV  down,  Takai. 

{Smooth,  Mier  Carrar. 

Cotta,  or 

1 Kota. 

I I pier-pier. 

Blood,  Garmbe. 

Wood,  Yocoii. 

\The  bone  in  . 

the  ncfe,  I 
d bag,  Charngala. 

A great  cockle 
f,ocQS,  Tams,  Maracotu. 

ExpreJfions,as 
we  fuppofed, 
of  admira- 
tion, which 
they  conti- 
nually ufed 
when  they 
I were  in  ccm- 

t panywithus. 


Cherr, 

ICherco, 


|Tut,  tut, 
tut,  tut. 
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I lhall  now  quit  this  country,  with  a few  ob- 
fervations  relative  to  the  currents  and  tides  upon 
.VoL,  IV.'  the 
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i77°*  the  coaft.  From  latitude  32“^,  and  fomewhat 
higher,  down  to  Sandy  Cape,  in  latitude  24®  46', 
we  conftantly  found  a current  fetting  to  the  fouth- 
ward,  at  the  rate  of  about  ten  or  fifteen  miles  a 
day,  being  more  or  lefs,  according  to  our  diftance 
from  the  land,  for  it  always  ran  with  more  force  in 
fliore  than  in  the  offing  *,  but  I could  never  fa- 
tisfy  myfelf  whether  the  flood-tide  came  from  the 
fouthward,  the  eaftward,  or' the  northward;  I in- 
clined to  the  opinion  that  it  came  from  the  foiuh- 
eaft,  but  the  firft  time  we  anchored  off  the  coaft, 
which  was  in  latitude  24^^  30',  about  ten  leagues  to 
the  fouth-eaft  of  Buftard  Bay,  I found  it  come  from 
the  north-weft ; on  the  contrary,  thirty  leagues 
farther  to  the  north- weft,  on  the  fouth  fide  of  Kep- 
pel  Bay,  I found  that  it  came  from  the  eaft,  and  at 
the  northern  part  of  that  Bay  it  came  from  the 
northward,  but  with  a much  flower  motion,  than 
it  had  come  from  the  eaft  : on  the  eaft  fide  of  the 
Bay  of  Inlets,  itfet  ftrongly  to  the  weftward,  as  far 
as  the  opening  of  Broad  Sound  ; but  on  the  north 
fide  of  that  Sound,  it  came  with  a very  flow  motion 
from  the  north-weft ; and  when  we  lay  at  anchor 
before  Repulfe  Bay,  it  came  from  the  northward  : 
to  account  for  its  courfe  in  all  this  variety  of  direc- 
tions, we  need  only  admit  that  the  flood-tide 
comes  from  the  eaft  or  fouth-eaft.  It  is  well 
known,  that  where  there  are  deep  inlets,  and  large 
creeks  into  low  lands,  running  up  from  the  fea,  and 
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not  occafioned  bv  rivers  of  frefli  water,  there  will 
always  be  a great  indraught  of  the  flood-tide,  the 
direction  of  which  will  be  determined  by  the  pofi- 
tion  or  diredtion  of  the  coafl:  which  forms  the 
entrance  of  fuch  inlet,  whatever  be  its  courfe  at 
iea  ; and  where  the  tides  are  weak,  which  upon 
this  coafl:  is  generally  the  cafe,  a large  .inlet  willi 
if  I may  be  allowed  the  exprefflon,  attradl  the 
flood-tide  for  many  leagues. 

A view  of  the  chart  will  at  once  illuflrate  this 
pofition.  To  the  northward  of  Whitfunday’sPaf- 
fage  there  is  no  large  inlet, confequently  the  flood 
fets  to  the  northwardj  or  north  weftward,  accord- 
ing to  the  direclion  of  the  coafl,  and  the  ebb  to 
the  fouth,  or  fouth  eaftward,  atleaftfuch  is  their 
courfe  at  a little  diftance  from  the  land,  for  very 
near  it  they  will  be  influenced  by  fmall  inlets.  I 
alfo  obferved,  that  we  had  only  one  high  tide  in 
twenty-four  hours,  which  happened  in  the  night. 
The  difference  between  the  perpendicular  rife  of 
the  water  in  the  day  and  the  night,  when  there  is 
a fpring-tide,  is  no  lefs  than  three  feet,  which, 
where  the  tides  are  fo  inconfiderable  as  thev  are 
here,  is  a great  proportion  of  the  whole  differ- 
ence between  high  and  low  water.  This  irre- 
gularity of  the  tides,  which  is  worthy  of  notice, 
we  did  not  difeover  till  we  were  run  afltore,  and 
perhaps  farther  to  the  northward  it  is  flill 
greater : after  we  got  within  the  reef  the  fecond 
time,  we  found  the  tides  more  conflderable  than 
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we  had  ever  done  before,  except  in  the  Bay  of 
Inlets,  and  poffibly  this  may  be  owing  to  the 
water  being  more  confined  between  the  fhoals  •, 
here  alfo  the  flood  fets  to  the  north-weft,  and 
continues  in  the  fame  diredion  to  the  extremity 
of  New  Wales,  from  whence  its  diredion  is  weft 
and  fouth-weft  into  the  Indian  fea. 
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CHAP.  VII. 

The  Paffage  from  Ne^  South  Wales  to  Nem 
Guinea^  ^v'ith  an  Account  of  ^hat  hap^ 
pened  upon  landing  there. 

IN  the  afternoon  of  Thurfday  Auguft  the  1770* 

1 Tn  1 n 1 Auguft. 

23d,  after  leaving  Booby  Illand,  we  Iteered  ^ 

W.  N.  W*  with  light  airs  from  the  S.  S.  W.  till  *3 
five  o’clock^  when  it  fell  calm,  and  the  tide  of 
ebb  foon  after  fetting  to  the  N.  E.,  we  came  to 
an  anchor  in  eight  fathom  water,  with  a fofc 
Tandy  bottom.  Booby  Ifland  bore  S.  50  E., 
diftant  five  miles,  and  the  Prince  of  Wales’s 
Ides  extended  from  N.  E.  by  N.  to  S.  55  E. 
between  thefe  there  appeared  to  be  a clear  open 
palTage,  extending  from  N.  46  E.  to  E.  by  N. 

At  half  an  hour  after  five,  in  the  morning  of  FrUay  zi, 
the  24th,  as  we  were  purchafing  the  anchor,  the 
cable  parted  at  about  eight  or  ten  fathom  from 
the  ring : the  Ihip  then'  began  to  drive,  but  I 
immediately  dropped'  another  anchor,  which 
brought  her  up  before  fhe  got  more  than  a 
cable’s  length  from  the  buoy;  the  boats  were 
then  fent  to  fweep  for  the  anchor,  but  could 
not  fucceed.  At  noon  our  latitude,  by  obfer- 
vation,  was  10%  30'  S.  As  I was  rcfolved  not 
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to  leave  the  anchor  behind,  while  there  remained 
a poflibility  of  recovering  it,  I fent  the  boats 
again  after  dinner,  with  a fmall  line,  to  difeover 
where  it  lay  ; this  being  happily  effeded,  we 
fwept  for  it  with  a hawfer,  and  by  the  fame 
hawfer  hove  the  fhip  up  to  it ; v,e  proceeded  to 
weigh  it,  but  juft  as  we  were  about  to  fliip  it 
the  hawfer  flipped,  and  we  had  all  our  labour 
to  repeat:  by  this  time  it  was  dark,  and  we 
were  obliged  to  fufpend  our  operations  till  the 
morning. 

As  foon  as  it  was  light,  we  fweeped  it  again, 
and  heaved  it  to  the  bow’s  : by  eight  o’clock, 
we  weighed  the  other  anchor,  got  under  fail, 
and,  with  a fine  breeze  at  E.  N.  E.  flood  to  the 
north-weft.  At  noon,  our  latitude,  by  obferva- 
tion,  was  lo®  i8' S.,  longitude  2ig°  39' W. 
At  this  time,  we  had  no  land  in  fight,  but  about 
two  miles  to  the  fouthward  of  us  lay  a large 
fhoal,  upon  which  the  fea  broke  with  great  vio- 
lence, and  part  of  which,  I believe,  is  dry  at 
low  water.  It  extends  N.  W.  and  S.  E.,  and  is 
about  five  leagues  in  circuit.  Our  depth  of 
water,  from  the  time  we  weighed  till  now,  was 
nine  fathom,  but  it  foon  fhallowed  to  feven 
fathom  *,  and  at  half  an  hour  after  one,  having 
run  eleven  miles  between  noon  and  that  time, 
the  boat  which  was  a-head  made  the  fignal  for 
fhoal  water  •,  we  immediately  let  go  an  anchor, 
and  brought  the  fttip  up  with  all  the  fails  ftand- 
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ing,  for  the  boat  having  juft  been  relieved,  was 
at  but  a little  diftance : upon  looking  out  from 
the  Ihip,  wefaw  fhoal  water  almoft  all  round  us, 
both  wind  and  tide  at  the  lame  time  fetting  up- 
on it.  The  fliip  was  in  fix  fathom,  but  upon 
founding  round  her,  at  the  diftance  of  half  a 
cable’s  length,  we  found  fcarcely  two.  This 
ftioal  reached  from  the  eaft,  round  by  the  north, 
and  weft,  as  far  as  the  fouth-weft,  fo  that  there 
was  no  way  for  us  to  get  clear  but  that  which 
we  came.  This  was  another  hair’s-breadth 
efcape,  for  it  was  near  high-water,  and  there  run 
a fhort  cockling  fea,  which  muft  very  foon  have 
bulged  the  Ihip  if  Ihe  had  ftruck  •,  and  if  her 
diredlion  had  been  half  a cable’s  length  more 
either  to  the  right  or  left,  ftie  muft  have  ftruck 
before  the  fignal  for  the  ftioal  was  made.  The 
fhoals  which,  like  thefe,  lie  a fathom  or  two 
under  water,  are  the  moft  dangerous  of  any,  for 
they  do  not  difcover  themfelves  till  the  veflel  is 
juft  upon  them,  and  then  indeed  the  water  looks 
brown,  as  if  it  reflefted  a dark  cloud.  Between 
three  and  four  o’clock  the  tide  of  ebb  began  to 
make,  and  I fent  the  Mafter  to  found  to  the 

7 • * 

fouthward  and  fouth  weftward,  and  in  the  mean 
time,  as  the  Ihip  tended,  I weighed  anchor,  and 
with  a little  fail  ftood  firft  to  the  fouthward,  and 
afterwards  edging  away  to  the  weftward,  got 
once  more  out  of  danger.  At  funfet,  we  an- 
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Augfd.  fathom,  with  a fandy  bottom,  hay- 

» — ing  a frefli  gale  at  E.  S.  E. 

Sonday  26,  ' a r • • • 1 1 

c At  lix  in  the  morning,  we  weighed  again  and 
flood  weft,  having,  as  ufual,  firfl  fent  a boat 
a-head  to  found.  1 had  intended  to  fleer  N.  W. 
till  I had  made  the  fouth  coaft  of  New  Guinea, 
defigning,  if  poflible,  to  touch  upon  it ; but 
upon  meeting  with  thefe  fhoals,  I altered  my 
courfe,  in  hopes  of  finding  a clearer  channel, 
and  deeper  water.  In  this  I fucceeded,  for  by 
noon  our  depth  of  water  was  gradually  increafed 
to  feventeen  fathom.  Our  latitude  was  now,  by 
obfervation,  lo®  lo'  S.;  and  our  longitude  220° 
12'W.  No  land  was  in  fight.  We  continued 
to  fleer  weft  till  funfet,  our  depth  of  water  being 
from  twenty-feven  to  twenty-three  fathom : we 
then  fliortened  fail,  and  kept  upon  a wind  all 
night;  four  hours  on  one  tack  and  four  on 
Monday  27.  anothcr.  At  day-light,  we  made  all  the  fail  we 
could,  and  fleered  W.  N.  W.  till  eight  o’clock, 
and  then  N.  W.  At  noon,  our  latitude  by  ob- 
fervation was  9^  56'  S.;  longitude  22J?  W. ; 
variation  2°  30'  E.  We  continued  pur  N.  W. 
courfe  till  funfet,  when  we  again  fliortened  fail, 
and  hauled  clofe  upon  a wind  to  the  northward: 
our  depth  of  water  was  twenty-one  fathom.  At 
eight,  we  tacked  and  flood  to  the  fouthward 
till  twelve ; then  flood  to  the  northward  with 
Tuefday28.  Jittig  f^il  till  day-light : our  foundings  were 
from  twenty-five  to  feventeen  fathom,  the  water 
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growing  gradually  {hallo  .v  as  we  flood  to  the 
northward.  At  this  time  we^ade  fail  and  flood 
to  the  nortii,  in  order  to  make  the  land  of  New 
Guinea:  from  the  time  of  our  making  fail  till 
noon,  the  depth  of  water  gradually  decreafed 
from  fevcnteen  to  twelve  fathom,  v-'ith  a floney 
and  fhelly  bottom.  Cur  latitude  by  obferva- 
tion  was  now  8*^  52'  S.,  which  is  in  the  fame 
parallel  as  that  in  which  the  fouihern  parts  of 
New  Guinea  are  laid  down  in  the  charts;  but 
there  are  only  two  points  fo  far  to  the  fouth, 
and  I reckoned  that  we  were  a degree  to  the 
weftward  of  them  both,  and  therefore  did  not 
fee  the  land,  which  trends  more  to  the  north- 
ward. We  found  the  fea  here  to  be  in  many 
parts  covered  with  a brown  fcum,  fuch  as  bailors 
generally  call  fpawn.  When  I firft  faw  it,  I 
was  alarmed,  fearing  that  we  were  among  fhoals; 
but  upon  founding,  we  found  the  fame  depth  of 
water  as  in  other  places.  This  fcum  was  exa- 
mined both  by  Mr.  Banks  and  Dr.  Solander, 
but  they  could  not  determine  what  it  was  ; it  was 
formed  of  innumerable  fmall  particles,  not  more 
than  half  a line  in  length,  each  of  which  in  the 
microfcope  appeared  to  confift  of  thirty  or  forty 
tubes-,  and  each  tube  was  divided  through  its 
whole  length  by  fmall  partitions  into  many  cells, 
like  the  tubes  of  the  conferva  : they  were  fup- 
pofed  to  belong  to  the  vegetable  kingdom,  be- 
paufc  upon  burning  them  they  produced  no 
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fmell  like  that  of  an  animal  fubftance.  The 
fame  appearance  had  been  obferved  upon  the 
coaft  of  Brazil  and  New  Holland,  but  never  at 
any  confiderable  diftance  from  the  Ihore.  la 
the  evening  a fmall  bird  hovered  about  the  fhip, 
and  at  night,  fettljng  among  the  rigging,  was 
taken.  It  proved  to  be  exadlly  the  fame  bird 
which  Dampier  has  defcribed,  and  of  which  he. 
has  given  a rude  figure,  by  the  name  of  a Noddy 
from  New  Holland.  [See  his  Voyages,  vol.  iii. 
p.  98.  Tab.  of  Birds,  Fig.  5.] 

We  continued  (landing  to  the  northward  with 
a frelli  gale  at  E.  by  S.  and  S.  E.  till  fix  in  the 
evening,  having  very  irregular  foundings,  the 
depth  changing  at  once  from  twenty-four  fathom 
to  (even.  At  four,  we  had  feen  the  land  from  the 
mail  head,  bearing  N.  W.  by  N. ; it  appeared 
to  be  very  low,  and  to  ftretch  from  W.  N.  W. 
toN.  N.  E.,  diftant  four  or  five  leagues.  W'e 
now  hauled  clofe  upon  a wind  till  feven,  then 
tacked  and  flood  to  the  fouthward  till  twelve,  at 
which  time  we  wore  and  flood  to  the  northward 
till  four  in  the  morning,  then  laid  the  head  of 
the  vefTel  off  till  day-light,  when  we  again  faw 
the  land,  and  flood  in  N.  N.  W.  diredly  for  it, 
with  a frefh  gale  at  E.  by  S.  Our  foundings 
during  the  night  were  very  irregular  from  feven 
to  five  fathom,  fuddenly  changing  from  deep  to 
fhallow,  and  from  fhallow  to  deep,  without  in 
the  leaft  correlponding  with  our  diflance  from 

the 
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the  land.  At  half  an  hour  after  fix  in  the  morn-  i77o- 

” Aogutl^ 

ino-  a fmall  low  ifland,  which  lay  at  the  diftance  i— -v — -j 
of  about  a league  from  the  main,  bore  N.  by  W. 
diftant  five  miles : this  ifland  lies  in  latitude 
8°  13^5.,  longitude  22 25' W.  j and  1 find  it 
laid  down  in  the  charts  by  the  names  of  Bartho- 
lomew and  Vvhermoyfen.  We  now  fleered 
N.  W.  by  W.,  W.  N.  W.,  W.  by  N.,  W.  by  S., 
and  S.  W.  by  W.,  as  we  found  the  land  lie, 
with  from  five  to  nine  fathom  *,  and  though  v/e 
reckoned  we  were  not  more  than  four  leagues 
from  it,  yet  it  was  fo  low  and  level  that  we 
could  but  juft  fee  it  from  the  deck.  It  appear- 
ed however  to  be  well  covered  with  wood,  and 
among  other  trees,  we  thought  we  could  diftin- 
auifli  the  cocoa-nut.  We  faw  fmoke  in  feveral 
places,  and  therefore  knew  there  were  inhabit- 
ants. At  noon  we  were  about  three  leagues 
from  the  land  j the  weftermoft  part  of  which 
that  was  in  fight  bore  S.  79®  W.  Our  latitude 
by  obfervation  was  8°  19^  S.,  and  longitude 
221®  44'  W.  The  ifland  of  St.  Bartholomew 
bore  N.  74  E.  diftant  20  miles. 

After  fteering  S.  W.  by  W.  fix  miles,  we  had 
ftioal  water  on  our  ftarboard  bow,  which  I fent 
the  yawl  to  found,  and  at  the  fame  time  hauled 
off  upon  a wind  till  four  o’clock,  and  though 
during  that  time  we  had  run  fix  miles,  we  had 
not  deepened  our  water  an  inch.  I then  edged 
away  S.  W.  four  miles  more  j but  finding  it 
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^ brought  to  and  called  the 
* ''v"  boats  aboarda  A-t  this  time^  beinsf  between 

\Vednef.  29,  , 1 r 1 ^ ° 

three  and  four  leagues  from  the  fhore,  and  the 

yawl  having  found  only  three  fathom  water  in  the 
place  to  which  I had  fent  her  fo  found,  I hauled 
off  clofe  upon  a wind,  and  weathered  the  fhoal 
about  half  a mile. 

Between  one  and  two  o’clock,  we  pafled  a 
bay  or  inlet  before  which  lies  a fmall  iOand  that 
feems  to  fhelter  it  from  the  foutherly  winds ; but 
I very  much  doubt  whether  there  is  fufHcient 
depth  of  water  behind  it  for  flijpping.  I could 
not  attempt  to  determine  the  queftion,  becaufe 
the  S.  t.  trade-wind  blows  right  into  the  bay, 
and  we  had  not  as  yet  had  any  breeze  from  the 
land. 

We  ftretched  off  to  fea  till  twelve  o’clock, 
when  we  were  about  eleven  leagues  from  the 
land,  and  had  deepened  our  water  to  twenty- 
nine  fathom.  We  now  tacked  and  ftood  in  till 
Thurfd.  30.  five  jn  tfie  morning;  when,  being  in  fix  fathom 
and  an  half,  we  tacked  and  laid  the  head  of  the 
veffel  off  till  day-light,  when  we  faw  fhe  land, 
bearing  N.  W.  by  W.,  at  about  the  diftance  of 
four  leagues.  We  now  made  fail,  and  fleered 
firft  W.  S.  W.  then  W.  by  S. ; but  coming  into 
five  fathom  and  an  half,  we  hauled  off  S.  W.  till 
we  deepened  our  water  to  eight  fathom,  and’ 
then  kept  away  W.  by  S.  and  W.,  having  nine 
fathom,  and  the  land  juft  in  fight  from  the  deck; 

we 
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we  judged  it  to  be  about  four  leagues  diftant, 
and  it  was  flill  very  low  and  woody.  Great 
quantities  of  the  brown  fcum  continued  to  ap- 
pear upon  the  water,  and  the  failors  having 
oiven  up  the  notion  of  its  being  fpdwn,  found  a 
new  name  for  it,  and  called  it  Sea-faw-duft.  ^ At 
noon,  our  latitude  by  obfervation  was  8°  30'S. ; 
our  longitude  222®  34'W.  i and  Saint  Bartho- 
lomew’s Ifle  bore  N.  69  E.,  diftant  feventy-four 


miles. 

As  all  this  coaft  appears  to  have  been  very 
minutely  examined  by  the  Dutch,  and  as  our 
track  with  the  foundings  will  appear  by  the 
chart,  it  is  fufficient  to  fay,  that  we  continued 
our  courfe  to  the  northv/ard  with  very  fhallow 
water,  upon  a bank  of  mud,  at  fuch  a diftance 
from  the  fliore  as  that  it  could  fcarcely  be  feen 
from  the  ftiip,  till  the  third  of  September. 
During  this  time  we  made  many  attempts  to  get 
near  enough  to  go  on  ftiore,  but  without  fuccefs; 
and  having  now  loft  fix  days  of  fair  wind,  at  a 
time  when  we  knew  the  fouth-caft  monfoon  to 
be  nearly  at  an  end,  we  began  to  be  impatient 
of  farther  delay,  and  determined  to  run  the  ftaip 
in  as  near  to  the  ftiore  as  pofiible,  and  then  land 
with  the  pinnace,  while  ftie  kept  plying  olf  and 
on,  to  examine  the  produce  of  the  country,  and 
the  difpofition  of  the  inhabitants.  For  the  two 
laft  days  we  had  early  in  the  morning  a light 
breeze  from  the  ftiore,  which  was  ftrongly  im- 
pregnated 
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pregnated  with  the  fragrance  of  the  trees,  \ 
fhrubs,  and  herbage  that  covered  it,  the  fmell  [ 
being  fo’mething  like  that  of  Gum  Benja- 
min. On  the  3d  of  September,  at  day-break, 
we  faw  the  land  extending  from  N*  by  E.  to 
S.  E.,  at  about  four  leagues  diftancCi  and  we 
then  kept  Handing  in  for  it  with  a frefli  gale  at 
E.  S.  E.  and  E.  by  S.  till  nine  o’clock,  when 
being  within  about  three  or  four  miles  of  it,  and 
in  three  fathom  water,  we  brought  to.  The 
pinnace  being  hpifted  out,  I fet  off  from  the 
Blip  with  the  boat’s  crew,  accompanied  by  Mr. 
Banks,  who  alfo  took  his  fervants,  and  Dr. 
Solander,  being  in  all  twelve  perfons  well 
armed ; we  rowed  directly  tov/ards  the  fhore, 
but  the  water  was  fo  fhallow  that  we  could 
not  reach  it  by  about  two  hundred  yards  : we 
waded  however  the  reft  of  the  way,  having  left 
two  of  the  feamen  to  take  care  of  the  boat. 
Hitherto  we  had  feen  no  figns  of  inhabitants  at 
this  place;  but  as  foon  as  we  got  afhore  we  dif- 
covered  the  prints  of  human  feet,  which  could 
not  long  have  been  impreffed  upon  the  fand,  as 
they  were  below  high  water  mark  : we  therefore 
concluded  that  the  people  were  at  no  great 
diftance,  and,  as  a thick  wood  came  down  within 
a hundred  yards  of  the  water,  we  thought  it  ne- 
ceffary  to  proceed  with  caution,  left  we  ihould 
fall  into  an  ambufcade  and  our  retreat  to  the 
boat  be  cut  off,  We  walked  along  the  fldrts  of 

the 


ROUND  THE  WORLD. 

the  wood,  and  at  the  diftance  of  about  two 
hundred  yards  from  the  place  where  we  landed, 
we  came  to  a grove  of  cocoa-nut  trees,  which 
Rood  upon  the  banks  of  a little  brook  of  brackifli 
water.  The  trees  were  of  a fmall  growth,  but 
well  hung  with  fruit-,  and  near  them  was  a fned 
or  hut,  which  had  been  covered  with  their  leaves, 
though  moft  of  them  were  now  fallen  off : about 
the  hut  lay  a great  number  of  the  (hells  of  the 
fruit,  fome  of  which  appeared  to  be  juft  frefti 
from  the  tree.  We  looked  at  the  fruit  very 
wiftifully,  but  not  thinking  it  fafe  to  climb,  we 
were  obliged  to  leave  it  without  tailing  a fmgle 
nut.  At  a little  diftance  from  this  place  we 
found  plantains,  and  a bread-fruit  tree,  but  it 
had  nothing  upon  it.;  and  having  now  ad- 
vanced about  a quarter  of  a.mile  fromfthe  boar, 
three  Indians  rulhed  out  of  the  wood  with  a 
hideous  (hour,  at  about  the  diftance  of  a hun- 
dred yards  ; and  as  they  ran  .tow^ards  us,  the 
foremoft  threw  fomething  out  of  his  hand,  which 
flew  on  one  fide  of  him,  and  burnt  exadlly  like 
gunpowder,  but  made  no  report:  the  other  two 
inftantly  threw  their  lances  at  us  -,  and,  as  no 
time  was  now  to  be  loft,  wedifcharged  our  pieces, 
which  were  loaded  with  fmall  fliot.  It  is  pro- 
bable that  they  did  not  feel  the  fliot,  for  though 
they  halted  a moment,  they  did  not  retreat ; and 
a third  dart  was  thrown  at  us.  As  we  tliought 
their  farther  approach  might  be  prevented  with 
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„ *77o-  lefs  rifk  of  life,  than  it  would  colt  to  defend 

September. 

« — — I ourfelves  againft  their  attack  if  they  Ihould 

Monday  3.  ncarcr,  we  loaded  our  pieces  with  ball,  and 

fired  a fecond  time  : by  this  difcharge  it  is  pro- 
bable that  fome  of  them  were  wounded  ; yet  we 
had  the  fatisfadlion  to  fee  that  they  all  ran  away 
with  great  agility.  As  1 was  not  difpofed 
forcibly  to  invade  this  country,  either  to  gratify 
our  appetites  or  our  curiofity,  and  perceived  that 
nothing  was  to  be  done  upon  friendly  terms,  we 
improve^,  this  interval,  in  which  the  deftrudlion 
of  the  natives  was  no  longer  neceflary  to  our 
own  defence,  and  with  all  expedition  returned 
towards  our  boat.  As  we  v/ere  advancing  along 
the  Ihore,  we  perceived  that  the  two  men  on 
board  made  fignals  that  more  Indians  were  com- 
ing down;  and  before  we  got  into  the  water  we 
faw  feveral  of  them  coming  round  a point  at  the 
diftance  of  about  five  hundred  yards  : it  is  pro- 
bable that  they  had  met  with  the  three  who  firft 
attacked  us ; for  as  foon  as  they  faw  us  they 
halted,  and  feemed  to  wait  till  their  main  body 
fliould  come  up.  We  entered  the  water,  and 
Waded  towards  the  boat ; and  they  remained  at 
their  ftation j without  giving  us  any  interruption. 
As  foon  as  we  were  aboard  we  rowed  abreaft  of 
them,  and  their  number  then  appeared  to  be  be- 
tween fixty  and  a hundred.  We  now  took  a view 
of  them  at  our  leifure ; they  made  much  the  fame 
appearance  as  the  New  Hollanders,  being  nearly 
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of  the  fame  ftatiire,  and  having  their  hair  fliort  gepSSr. 
cropped  : like  them  alfo  they  were  all^  ftark 

naked,  but  we  thought  the  colour  of  their  fkin 
was  not  quite  fo  dark  ; this  however  might  per- 
haps be  merely  the  effedl  of 'their  not  being 
quite  fo  dirty.  All  this  while  they  were  Ihout- 
ing  defiance,  and  letting  off  their  fires  by  four  or 
five  at  a time.  What  thefe  fires  were,  or  for 
what  purpofe  intended,  we  could  not  imagine  : 
thofe  who  difcharged  them  had  in  their  hands 
a Ihort  piece  of  ftick,  polfibly  a hollow  cane, 
which  they  fwung  Tideways  from  them,  and  we 
immediately  faw  fire  and  fmoke,  exadlly  re- 
fembling  thofe  of  a mulquet,  and  of  no  longer 
duration.  This  wonderful  phasnomenon  was 
obferved  from  the  Ihip,  and  the  deception  was 
fo  great  that  the  people  on  board  thought  they 
had  fire  arms  •,  and  in  the  boat,  if  we  had  not 
been  fo  near  as  that  we  muft  have  heard  the  re- 
port, we  flaould  have  thought  they  had  b^en 
firin"  volleys.  After  we  had  looked  at  th|:m 
attentively  fome  time,  without  taking  any  notice 
of  their  flafliing  and  vociferation,  we  fired  fome 
mufquets  over  their  heads  : upon  healing  the 
balls  rattle  among  the  trees,  they  walked  lei- 
furely  away,  and  we  returned  to  the  fiiip.  Up- 
on examining  the  weapons  they  had  thrown  at 
' us,  we  found  them  to  be  light  darts,  about  four 
• feet  long,  very  ill  made,  of  a reed  or  bamboo 
canc,  and  pointed  with  hard  wood,  in  which 
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there  were  many  barbs.  They  were  difcharged 
with  great  force*,  for  though  we  vere  at  fixty 
yards  diftance,  they  went  beyond  us,  but  in 
what  manner  we  could  not  exadly  lee  : poflibly 
they  might  be  fhot  with  a bow;  but  we  faw  no 
bows  among  them  when  we  furveyed  them  from 
the  boat,  and  we  were  in  general  of  opinion  that 
they  were  thrown  with  a ftick,  in  the  manner 
praftifed  by  the  New  Hollanders. 

This  place  lies  in  the  latitude  of  6°  15'  S.,  and 
about  lixty-five  leagues  to  the  N.  E.  of  Port 
Saint  Auguftine,  or  Walche  Caep,  and  is  near 
what  is  called  in  the  charts  C.  de  la  Colta  de  St. 
Bonaventura.  The  land  here,  like  that  in  every  , 
other  part  of  the  coaft,  is  very  low,  but  covered  * 
with  a luxuriance  of  wood  and  herbage  that  can 
fcarcely  be  conceived.  We  faw  the  cocoa-nut, 
the  bread-fruit,  and  the  plantain  tree,  all  flou- 
rifhing  in  a ftate  of  the  higheft  perfedion, 
though  the  cocoa-nuts  were  green,  and  the  bread- 
fruit not  in  feafon  ; befides  moft  of  the  trees, 
fhrubs,  and  plants  that  are  common  to  the 
South  Sea  iflands,  New  Zealand,  and  New 
Holland. 

Soon  after  our  return  to  the  fliip,  we  hoifted 
in  the  boat  and  made  fail  to  the  weftward,  being 
-refolved  to  fpend  no  more  time  upon  this  coaft, 
to  the  great  fatisfadlion  of  a very  confiderable 
majority  of  the  fhip’s  company.  But  I am  forry 
to  fay  that  I was  ftrongly  urged  by  fome  of  the 

officers 
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officers  to  fend  a party  of  men  affiore,  and  cut 
down  the  coeoa*nut  trees  for  tiie  fake  of  the  ' — 

r~  ■ . T -1  r r ^ 11  Monday  3, 

fruit.  This  I peremptorily  retufed,  as  equally 
unjuft  and  cruel.  The  natives  had  attacked  us 
merely  for  landing  upqn  their  coaft,  when  we 
attempted  to  take  nothing  away,  and  it  was 
therefore  morally  certain  that  they  would  have 
made  a vigorous  effort  to  defend  their  property  if 
it  had  been  invaded,  in  which  cafe  many  of  them 
muft  have  fallen  a facrifice  to  our  attempt,  and 
perhaps  alfo  fome  of  our  own  people.  I fhoulti 
have  regretted  the  neceffity  of  fuch  a meafure,  if 
I had  been  in  want  of  the  necelfaries  of  life  *,  and 
certainly  it  would  have  been  highly  criminal 
when  nothing  was  to  be  obtained  but  two  or 
three  hundred  of  green  cocoa-nuts,  which  would 
at  moft  have  procured  us  a mere,  tranfient  gra- 
tification. I might  indeed  have  proceeded  far- 
ther along  the  coaft  to  the  northward  and  weft- 
ward,  in  fearch  of  a place  where  the  ffiip  might 
have  lain  fo  near  the  fhore  as  to  cover  the  people 
with  her  guns  when  they  landed  ; but  this  would 
have  obviated  only  part  of  the  mifchief,  and 
though  it  might  have  fecured  ns,  would  pro- 
bably in  the  very  aft  have  been  fatal  to  the  na- 
tives. Befides,  we  had  reafon  to  think  that  be- 
fore fuch  a place  would  have  been  found,  we 
Ihould  have  been  carried  fo  far  to  the  weftward 
as  to  have  been  obliged  to  go  to  Batavia,  on  the 
north  fide  of  Javaj  which  I did  not  think  fo 
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s 'P°ber  ^ paflage  as  to  the  fouth  of  Java,  through 

' the  Strcights  of  Sunday : the  Ihip  alfo  was  fo 

Monday  3.  j doubted  whether  it  would  not  be 

neceflary  to  heave  her  down  at  Batavia,  which 
was  another  reafon  for  making  the  bell  of  our 
way  to  that  place ; efpecially  as  no  difcovery 
could  be  expefled  in  feas  which  had  already 
been  navigated,  and  where  every  coaft  had  been 
laid  down  by  the  Dutch  geographers.  The 
Spaniards  indeed,  as  well  as  the  Dutch,  feem  to 
have  circumnavigated  all  the  iflands  in  New 
Guinea,  as  almoft  every  place  that  is  diftinguilh- 
ed  in  the  chart  has  a name  in  both  languages. 
The  charts  with  which  I compared  fuch  part  of 
the  coaft  as  I vifited,  are  bound  up  with  a 
French  work,  intitled,  “ Hiftoire  des  Naviga- 
“ tiones  aux  Terres  Auftrales,”  which  was  pub- 
liflied  in  1756,  and  I found  them  tolerably 
exafl yet  I know  not  by  whom,  nor  when  they 
were  taken:  and  though  New  Holland  and  New 
Guinea  are  in  them  reprefented  as  two  diftincl 
countries,  the  very  hiftory  in  which  they  are 
bound  up,  leaves  it  in  doubt.  I pretend  how- 
ever to  no  more  merit  in  this  part  of  the  voy- 
age, than  to  have  eftablifhed  the  fa(5l  beyond 
all  controverfy. 

As  the  two  countries  lie  very  near  each  other, 
and  the  intermediate  fpace  is  full  of  iflands,  it  is 
reafonable  to  fuppofe  that  they  were  both 
peopled  from  one  common  ftock  : yet  no  inter- 

courfe 
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courfe  appears  to  have  been  kept  up  between  gep^elbk 
them;  for  if  there  had,  the  cocoa-nuts,  bread-  « — j 
fruit,  plantains,  and  other  fruits  of  New  Guinea, 
which  are  equally  neceflary  for  the  fupport  of 
life,  would  certainly  have  been  tranfplanted  to 
New  Holland,  where  no  traces  of  them  are  to 
be  found.  The  Author  of  the-  “ Hiftoire  des 
“ Navigationes  aux  Terres  Auftrales,”  in  his 
account  of  La  Maire’s  voyage,  has  given  a vo- 
cabulary of  the  language  that  is  fpoken  in  an 
ifland  near  New  Britain,  and  we  find,  by  com- 
paring that  vocabulary  with  the  words  which  we 
learnt  in  New  Plolland,  that  the  languages  are 
not  the  fame.  If  therefore  it  Ihould  appear, 
that  the  languages  of  New  Britain  and  New 
Guinea  are  the  fame,  there  will  be  reafon  to 
fuppofe  that  New  Britain  and  Newsf  Guinea  were 
peopled  from  a common  ftock  ; but  that  the 
inhabitants  of  New  Holland  had  a different 
origin,  notwithftanding  the  proximity  of  the 
fountries. 
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C H A P.  VIII. 

The  Pg^qge  from  New  Guinea  to  the  If  and 
of  Savu^  and  the  TravfacUons  there. 


I770- 

September,. 
Tuefday  4. 

I 


WedBef.5. 


Thurfd.  6, 


WE  mad«  fail,  from  noon  on  Monday  the 
3d  to  noon  on  Tuefday  the  4'th,  ftanding 
to  the  weftward,  and  all  the  'time  kept  in  found- 
ings, having  from  fourteen  to  thirty  fathom  ; 
not  regular,  but  fornetiraes  more,  fometimes 
lefs.  At  noon  on  the  4th,  we  were  in  fourteen 
fathom,  and  latitude  44'  S.,  longitude  ii  f 
^a'iW. ; our  courfe  and  diftancelince  the  3d  at 
noon,  were  S.  76  W.  one  hundred  and  twenty 
miles  to  the  weftward.  At  noon  on  the  5.rh  of 
Sepitem'ber,  we  were  in  latitude  7°  25"  S.,  longi- 
tude 225"  4<T  W. ; having  been  in  foundiings 
the  whole  time  from  ten  to  twenty  fathom. 

At  half  an  hour  after  one  in  the  morning  of 
the  next  day,  we  pafled  a fmall  iftand  which 
bore  from  us  N.  N.  W.,  diftant  between  three 
and  four  miles  •,  and  at  day-light  we  difeovered 
another  low  iftand,  extending  from  N.  N.  W.  to 
N,  N.  E.,  diftant  about  two  or  three  leagues. 
Upon  this  iftand,  which  did  not  appear  to  be 
very  fmall,  1 believe  I fhould  have  landed  to 
examine  its  produce,  if  the  wind  had  not  blown 

too 
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too  frefli  to  admit  of  it.  When  v/e  paffed  this  September, 
illand  we  had  only  ten  fathom  water,  with  a 
rocky  bottom-,  and  therefore  I was  afraid  of 
running  down  to  leeward,  left  I Ihonld  meet 
with  Ihoal  water  and  foul  ground.  Thefe 
iflands  have  no  place  in  the  charts  except  they 
are  the  Arrou  iflands ; and  if  thefe,  they  are 
laid  down  much  too  far  from  New  Guinea.  I 
found  the  fouth  part  of  them  to  lie  in  latitude 

7°  6'  S.,  longitude  225®  W. 

We  continued  to  fleer  W.  S.  W.  at  the  rate  of 
four  miles  and  an  half  an  hour,  till  ten  o’clock 
at  night,  when  we  had  forty-two  fathom,  at  ele- 
ven we  had  thirty-feven,  at  twelve  forty- five,  at 
one  in  the  morning  forty-nine,  and  at  three  120, 
after  w'hich  we  had  no  ground.  At  day-light, 
we  made  all  the  fail  we  could,  and  at  ten 
o’clock,  faw  land,  extending  from  N.  N.  W.  to 
W.  by  N.,  diftant  between  five  and  fix  leagues : 
at  noon,  it  bore  from  N.  to  W.,  and  at  about  the 
fame  diftance ; it  appeared  to  be  level,  and  of  a 
moderate  height;  by  our  diftance  from  New 
Guinea,  it  ought  to  have  been  part  of  the  Arrou 
Iflands,  but  it  lies  a degree  farther  to  the  fouth 
than  any  of  thele  iflands  are  laid  down  in  ihe 
charts*,  and  by  the  latitude  fhould  be  Timor 
Laoet:  we  founded,  but  had  no  ground  with 
fifty  fathom. 

As  I was  not  able  to  fatisfy  myfelf  from  any 
chart,  what  land  it  was  that  1 law  to  leeward, 
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and  fearing  that  it  might  trend  away  more 
■>  foutherly,  the  weather  alfo  being  fo  hazy  that 
we  could  not  fee  far,  I fleered  S.  W.,  and  by 
four  had  loft  fight  of  the  iftand.  I was  now 
fure  that  no  part  of  it  lay  to  the  foiithward  of 
8®  15'S.,  and  continued  (landing  to  the  S.  W. 
with  'an  eafy  fail,  and  a frefh  breeze  at  S.  E.  by 
E.  and  E.  S.  E. : we  founded  every  hour,  but 
had  no  bottom  with  120  fathom. 

At  day-break  in  the  morning,  we  fleered 
W.  S.  W.,  and  afterwards  W.  by  S.,  which  by 
noon  brought  us  into  the  latitude  of  9^  30'S., 
longitude  229°  34'  W.,  and  by  our  run  from 
New  Guinea,  we  ought  to  have  been  within 
fight  of  VVeafcl  Ifles,  which  in  the  charts  are 
laid  down  at  the  diftance  of  twenty  or  twenty- 
five  leagues  from  the  coaft  of  New  Holland  \ 
we  however  faw  nothing,  and  therefore  they 
muft  have  been  placed  erroneoufly  ; nor  can  this 
be  thought  ftrange,  when  it  is  confidered  that 
not  only  thefe  iflands,  but  the  coaft  which 
bounds  this  fea,  have  been  difcovered  and  ex- 
plored by  different  people,  and  at  different 
times,  and  the  charts  upon  which  they  are  deli- 
neated, put  together  by  others,  perhaps  at  the 
diftance  of  more  than  a century  after  the  difco- 
yeries  had  been  made  j not  to  mention  that  the 
difcoverers  themfelves  had  not  all  the  requifites 
for  keeping  an  accurate  journal,  of  which  thofe 
pf  the  prcfent  age  are  poffeffed, 
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We  continued  our  courfe,  fleering  W.  till  the 
evening  of  the  8th,  when  the  variation  of  the  < — r— > 
compafs,  by  feveral  azimuths,  was  12"  W.,  and 
by  the  amplitude  3'  W.  At  noon,  on  the  9th,  Sunday  9. 
our  latitude,  by  obfervation,  was  9°  46'  S.,  lon- 
gitude 232°  7'  W.  For  the  lafl  two  days  v/e 
had  fleered  due  W.,  yet,  by  obfervation,  we 


made  flxteen  miles  fouthing,  fix  miles  from 
noon  on  the  6th  to  noon  on  the  7th,  and  ten 
miles  from  noon  on  the  7th  to  noon  on  the  8th, 
by  which  it  appeared  that  there  was  a current 
fetting  to  the  fouthward.  At  funfet,  we  found 
the  variation  to  be  2 W^.,  and  at  the  fame  time, 
faw  an  appearance  of  very  high  land  bearing 


N.  W. 

In  the  morning  of  the  loth,  we  faw  clearly  Monday  10, 
that  what  had  appeared  to  be  land  the  night  be- 
fore, was  Timor.  At  noon,  our  latitude,  by 
obfervation,  was  10°  i S.,  which  was  fifteen 
miles  to  the  fouthward  of  that  given  by  the  log  ; 
our  longitude,  by  obfervation,  was  233°  27'  W. 

We  fleered  N.  W.  in  order  to  obtain  a more 
diftincl  view  of  the  land  in  fight,  till  four 
p’clock  in  the  morning  of  the  nth,  when  the  Tuefday  n. 
wind  came  to  the  N.  W.  and  W.,  with  which 
we  flood  to  the  fouthward  till  nine,  when  wc 
tacked  and  flood  N.  W.,  having  the  wind  now 
at  W.  S.  W.  At  fun-rife,  the  land  had  appear- 
ed to  expend  from  W.  N.  W.  to  N.  E.,  and  at 
poon,  we  gould  fee  it  extend  to  the  weitward  as 
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S rViSr.  as  w.  by  S ^ S.  but  no  farther  to  the  eaft- 
* — ^ ' ward  than  N.  by  E!.  We  were  now  well 
2'fl'urcd,  tliat  as  the  firft  land  we  had  feen  was 
Xitnor,  the  lafh  ifland  we  had  palled  was  Timor 
Laoet,  or  Laut.  Laoet,  is  a word  in  the  lan- 
guage of  Malaca,  fignifying  Sea,  and  this  ifland 
was  named  by  the  inhabitants  of  that  country. 
The  fouth  part  of  it  lies  in  latitude  S'"  15'S., 
longitude  228®  10' W.,  but  in  the  charts  the 
fouth  point  is  laid  down  in  various  latitudes, 
from  8°  30'  to  9®  30' : it  is  indeed  poflible  that 
the  land  we  law  might  be  fome  other  ifland,  but 
the  prefumption  to  the  contrary  is  very  (trong, 
for  if  T imor  Laut  had  lam  where  it  is  placed  in 
the  charts,  we  mull  have  feen  it  there.  We 
were  now  in  latitude  9®  37'  S. ; longitude,  by 
an  obfcrvation  of  the  fun  and  moon,  233°  54 
W •,  we  were  the  day  before  in  233^^  27';  the 
diflcrence  is  27',  exadly  the  fame  that  was  given 
by  tlie  log : this,  however,  is  a degree  of  accu« 
racy  in  ob.ervation  that  is  feldom  to  be^expeded. 
In  the  afternoon,  we  flood  in  Ihore  till  eight  in 
the  evening,  when  we  tacked  and  flood  off,  be- 
ing at  the  diflance  of  about  three  leagues  from 
the  land,  which  at  fun-fet  extended  from  S.  W. 
L W.  to  N.  E.  ; at  this  time  we  founded,  and 
Wedner.i2,  had  no  ground  with  140  fathom.  At  midnight, 
having  but  little  wind,  we  tacked  and  flood  in, 
and  at  noon  the  next  day,  our  latitude,  by  ob- 
fervation,  was  9^  36  S.  d his  day,  we  faw 

fmoke 
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foioke  on  fhore  in  fev^ral  places,  and  had  feen  »77o. 

September. 

many  fires  during  the  night.  The  land  appear-  « — v-— # 

^ , • 1 • r • Jin  Wednef.  i*. 

ed  to  be  very  high,  nhng  in  gradual  Hopes  one 
above  another  ; the  hills  were  in  general  covered 
with  thick  woods,  but  among  them  we  could 
didinguifh  naked  fpots  of  a confiderable  extent, 
which  had  the  appearance  of  having  been 
cleared  by  art.  At  five  o’clock  in  the  after- 
noon, we  were  within  a mile  and  a half  of  the 
Aiore,  in  fixteen  fathom  water,  and  abreaft  of  a 
fm-all  inlet  into  the  low  land,  which  lies  in  lati- 
tude 9^  34  S.,  and  probably  is  the  fame  that 
Dampier  entered  with  his  boat,  for  it  did  not 
feem  to  have  fufncient  depth  of  water  for  a (liip. 

The  land  here  anfwered  well  to  the  defcription 
that  he  has  given  of  it : clofe  to  the  beach  it 
was  covered  with  high  fpiry  trees,  which  he 
mentions  as  having  the  appearance  of  pines  ; 
behind  thefe  there  feemed  to  be  fait  water 
creeks,  and  many  mangroves,  interfperfed  how- 
ever with  cocoa-nut  trees  ; the  flat  land  at  the 
beach  appeared  in  fome  places  to  extend  inward 
two  or  three  miles  before  the  rife  of  the  firft 
hill;  in  this  part,  however,  we  faw  no  appear- 
ance of  plantations  or  houfes,  but  great  fertility, 
and  from  the  number  of  fires,  we  judged  that  the 
place  muft  be  well  peopled. 

When  we  had  approached  within  a mile  and 
an  half  of  the  fhore,  we  tacked  and  flood  off, 
and  the  extremes  of  the  coafl  then  extended 
3 from 
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s.p'S;,.  N.  E.  by  E.  to  W.  by  S.  4.  S.  The  fouth 

eJittsmity  was  a low  point,  diftantfrom 
US  about  three  leagues.  While  we  were  Hand- 
ing in  for  the  fliore,  we  founded  feveral  times, 
but  had  no  ground  till  we  came  within  about 
two  miles  and  a half,  and  then  we  had  five  and 
twenty  fathom,  with  a foft  bottom.  After  we 
had  tacked,  we  Hood  off  till  midnight,  with  the 
the  wind  at  S. ; we  then  tacked  and  Hood  two 
V hours  to  the  weftward,  when  the  wind  veered  to 

S.  W.  and  W.  S.  W.,  and  we  then  Hood  to  the 
Thurfd.  J3.  fouthward  again.  In  the  morning,  we  found  the 
variation  to  be  lo'W.  by  the  amplitude,  and 
by  the  azimuth  27'.  At  noon,  our  latitude 
was,  by  obfervation,  90  45'  S.,  our  longitude 
234"^  12"  W. ; we  were  then  about  feven 
leagues  diftant  from  the  land,  which  extended 
from  N.  3 1 E.  to  W.  S.  W.  4.  W. 

With  light  land  breezes  from  W.  by  N.  for  a 
few  hours  in  a morning,  and  fea  breezes  from 
S.  S.  W.  and  S.  we  advanced  to  the  weft  ward 
Friday  ,4.  noon  Qn  the  14th,  we  were  be- 

tween- fix  and  feven  leagues  from  the  land, 
which  extended  from  N.  by  E.  to  S.  78  W.  ; we 
ftill  faw  fmoke  in 'many  places  by  day,  and  fire 
by  night,  both  upon  the  low  land  and  the  moun- 
tains  beyond  it.  We  continued  fteering  along 
Saturd.  15.  the  fhore,  till  the  morning  of  the  15th,  the  land 
ftill  appearing  hilly,  but  notfo  high  as  it  had  been ; 
the  hills  in  general  came  quite  down  to  the  fea, 

and 
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(1  and  where  they  did  not,  we  faw  inftead  of  flats  1770* 
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i and  mangrove  land,  immenfe  groves  of  cocoa-  ....-v— ^ 
nut  trees,  reaching  about  a mile  up  from  the 
beach  : there  the  plantations  and  houfes  com- 
menced, and  appeared  to  be  innumerable.  The 
houfes  were  (haded  by  groves  of  the  fan  palm, 
or  borajfus^  and  the  plantations,  which  were  in- 
clofed  by  a fence,  reached  almoft  to  the  tops  of 
the  higheft  hills.  We  faw  however  neither 
people  nor  cattle,  though  our  glalTes  were  conti- 
nually employed,  at  which  we  were  not  a little 
furprifed. 

We  continued  our  courfe,  with  little  variation, 
till  nine  o’clock  in  the  morning  of  the  i6th,  Sundays*, 
when  we  faw  the  final  1 ifland  called  Rotte  ; 
and  at  noon  the  ifland  Semau,  lying  off  the 
fouth  end  of  I'imor,  bore  N.  W. 

Dampier,  who  has  given  a large  defeription 
of  the  ifland  of  Timor,  fays,  that  it  is  feventy 
leagues  long,  and  fixteen  broad,  and  that  it  lies 
nearly  N.  E.  and  S.  W.  I found  the  eaft  fide 
of  it  to  lie  nearefl  N.  E.  by  E.  and  S.  W.  by  W., 
and  the  fouth  end  to  lie  in  latitude  10°  23'  S., 
longitude  236*^  5'  W.  We  ran  about  forty-five 
leagues  along  the  eaft  fide,  and  found  the  navi- 
gation altogether  free  from  danger.  The  land 
which  is  bounded  by  the  lea,  except  near  the 
fouth  end,  is  low  for  two  or  three  miles  within 
the  beach,  and  in  general  intcrfedled  by  fait 
creeks : behind  the  low  land  are  mountains, 

which 
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which  rife  or.e  above  another  to  a confiderable 
height.  We  fleered  W.  N.  W.  till  two  in  the 
afternoon,  when,  being  within  a fmall  diftance 
of  the  north  end  of  Rotte,  we  hauled  up 
N.  N.  W.  in  order  to  go  between  it  and  Semau : 
after  fleering  three  leagues  upon  this  courfe,  we 
edged  away  N.  W.  and  W.,  and  by  fix,  we  were 
clear  of  all  the  ifiands.  At  this  time,  the  fouth 
part  of  Semau,  which  lies  in  latitude  io°  15'  S., 
bore  N.  E.,  diflant  four  leagues,  and  the  ifiand 
of  Rotte  extended  as  far  to  the  fouthward  as  S. 
36  W.  The  north  end  of  this  ifiand,  and  the 
fouth  end  of  Timor,  lie  N.  4 E.  and  S.  t W.,  and 
are  about  three  or  four  leagues  diflant  from  each 
other.  At  the  wefl  end  of  the  paffage  between 
Rotte  and  Semau,  are  two  fmall  ifiands,  one  of 
which  lies  near  the  Rotte  fiiore,  and  the  other  off 
the  fouth-wefl  point  of  Semau  ; there  is  a good 
channel  between  them,  about  fix  miles  broad, 
through  which  we  pafTed.  The  ifie  of  Rotte 
has  not  fo  lofty  and  mountainous  an  appear- 
ance as  Timor,  though  it  is  agreeably  diverfified 
by  hill  and  valley  : on  the  north  fide,  there  are 
many  fandy  beaches,  near  which  grew  fome 
trees  of  the  fan  palm,  but  the  far  greater  part 
was  covered  with  a kind  of  brufhy  wood,  that 
was  without  leaves.  The  appearance  of  Semau 
was  nearly  the  fame  with  that  of  Timor,  but  not 
quite  fo  high.  About  ten  o’clock  at  night,  we 
obferved  a phenomenon  in  the  heavens,  which 
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in  many  particulars  refembled  the  aurora  bore- 
alis, and  in  others,  was^  very  different : it  con- 
fided of  a dull  reddifh  light,  and  reached  about 
twenty  degrees  above  the  horizon  : its  extent 
was  very  different  at  different  times,  but  it  was 
never  lei's  than  eight  or  ten  points  of  the  com- 
pafs  ; through  and  out  of  this  paffed  rays  of 
light  of  a brighter  colour,  which  vanifhed,  and 
were  renewed  nearly  in  the  fame  time  as  thofe 
of  the  aurora  borealis,  but  had  no  degree  of  the 
tremulous  or  vibratory  motion  which  is  obferved 
in  that  phsenomenon : the  body  of  it  bore 
S.  S.  E.  from  the  fliip,  and  it  continued,  without 
any  diminution  of  its  brightnefs,  till  twelve 
o’clock,  when  we  retired  to  deep,  but  how  long 
afterwards,  1 cannot  tell. 

Being  clear  of  all  the  iflands,  which  are  laid 
down  in  the  maps  we  had  on  board,  between 
Timor  and  Java^  we  deered  a wed:  courfe  till 
fix  o’clock  the  next  morning,  when  we  unex- 
pededly  faw  an  idand  bearing  W.  S.  W.,  and  at 
fird  I thought  we  had  made  a new  difcovery. 
We  fteered  direftly  for  it,  and  by  ten  o’clock 
were  clofe  in  with  the  north  fide  of  it,  where  we 
faw  houfes,  cocoa-nut  trees,  and  to  our  very 
agreeable  furprife,  numerous  docks  of  dieep. 
This  was  a temptation  not  to  be  redded  by 
people  in  our  fituation,  efpecially  as  many  of 
us  were  in  a bad  date  of  health,  and  many  dill 
repining  at  my  not  having  touched  at  Timor : it 
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was  therefore  foon  determined  to  attempt  a com-« 
merce  with  people  who  appeared  to  bo  fo  well 
able  to  fupply  our  many  necefllties,  and  remove 
at  once  the  ficknefs  and  difcontent  that  had  got 
footing  among  us.  The  pinnace  was  hoifted  out, 
and  Mr.  Gore,  the  Second  Lieutenant,  fent  to 
fee  if  there  was  any  convenient  place  to  land, 
taking  with  him  fome  trifles,  as  prefents  to  the 
natives,  if  ^any  of  them  fhould  appear.  While 
he  was  gone,  we  faw  from  the  fliip  two  men  on 
horfeback,  who  feemed  to  be  riding  upon  the 
hills  for  their  amufement,  and  often  flopped  to 
look,  at  the  fhip.  By  this  we  knew  that  the 
place  had  been  fettled  by  Europeans,  and  hoped,, 
that  the  many  difagreeable  circumflances  which 
always  attend  the  firfl  eftablilhment  of  commerce, 
with  ravages,  would  be  avoided.  In  the  mean 
time,  Mr.  Gore  landed  in  a fmall  fandy  cove, 
near  fome  houfes,  and  was  met  by  eight  or  ten 
of  the  natives,  who,  as  well  in  their  drefs  as 
their  perfons,  very  much  refembled  the  Malays : 
they  were  without  arms,  except  the  knives  which 
it  is  their  cuflom  to  wear  in  their  girdles,  and 
one  of  them  had  a jack  afs  with_  him : they, 
courteoLifly  invited  him  afhore,  and  conyerfed 
with  him  by  figns,  but  very  little  of  the  mean-, 
ing  of  either  party  could  be  underflood  by  the 
other.  In  a fliort  time  he  returned  with  this- 
report,  and,  to  our  great  mortification,  added, 
that  there  was  no  anchorage  for  the  Ihip.  I 

fent 
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fent  him  however  a fecond  time,  with  both  mo- 
ney  and  goods,  that  he  might,  if  poffible,  pur- 
chafe  fome  refrefhments,  at  leaft  for  the  fick ; 
and  Dr.  Solander  went  in  the  boat  with  him. 

: In  the  mean  time  I kept  {landing  on  and  off 

■ -with  the  Ihip,  which  at  this  time  was  wdthin 
::  about  a mile  of  the  fhore.  Before  the  boat 
t could  land,  we  faw  two  other  horfemen,  one  of 
whom  was  in  a complete  European  drefs,  con- 
fifling  of  a blue  coat,  a white  waillcoat,  and  a 
1 laced  hat : thefe  people,  when  the  boat  came  to 
the  fhore,  took  little  notice  of  her,  but  fauntered 
i about,  and  feemed  to  look  with  great  curiofity  ’ 

I at  the  fhip.  We  faw  however  other  horfemen, 
and  a great  number  of  perfons  on  foot,  gather 
round  our  people,  and,  to  our  great  fatisfadion, 
perceived  feveral  cocoa-nuts  carried  into  the 
boat,  from  which  we  concluded  that  peace  and 
commerce  were  eflablifhed  between  us. 

After  the  boat  had  been  afhore  about  an  hour 
and  a half,  (he  made  the  fignal  for  having  intel- 
ligence that  there  was  a bay  to  leeward,  where 
we  might  anchor  : we  flood  away  direflly  for  it, 
and  the  boat  following,  foon  came  on  board. 

The  Lieutenant  told  us,  that  he  had  feen  fome 
of  the  principal  people,  who  were  dreffed  in  fine 
linen,  and  had  chains  of  gold  round  their  necks : 
he  laid,  that  he  had  not  been  able  to  trade,  be- 
caufe  the  owner  of  the  cocoa-nuts  was  abfent, 
but  that  about  two  dozen  had  been  fent  to  the 
\ OL.  IV,  S boat 
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' accepted  in  return.  The  people,  to  give  him  the 

Mond  y 7.  information  that  he  wanted,  drew  a map  upon 
the  fand,  in  which  they  made  a rude  reprefenta- 
tion  of  a harbour  to  leeward,  and  a town  near  it: 
they  .alfo  gave  him  to  underftand,  that  fheep, 
hogs,  fowls,  and  fruit  might  there  be  procured 
in  great  plenty.  Some  of  them  frequently  pro- 
nounced the  word  Portuguefe,  and  faid  fome- 
thing  of  Larntuca  upon  the  ifland  of  Ende  : 
, from  this  circumftance,  we  conje6lured  that 

there  were  Portuguefe  fomewhere  upon  the  idand, 
and  a Portuguefe,  who  was  incur  boat,  attempt- 
ed to  converfe  with  the  Indians  in  that  lan- 
guage,  but  foon  found  that  they  knew  only  a 
word  or  two  of  it  by  rote ; one  of  them  how- 
ever, when  they  were  giving  our  people  to  un- 
derftand that  there  was  a town  near  the  har- 
bour to  which  they  had  directed  us,  intimated, 
that  as  a token  of  going  right,  we  ftiould  fee 
fomewhat,  which  he  expreffed  by  croffing  his 
lingers,  and  the  Portuguefe  inftandy  conceived 
that  he  meant  to  exprefs  a crofs.  Juft  as  our 
people  were  putting  off,  the  horfeman  in  the 
European  drefs  came  up,  but  the  officer  not 
having  his  commiffion  about  him,  thought  it 
beft  to  decline  a conference. 

At  feven  o’clock  in  the  evening,  we  came  to 
an  anchor  in  the  bay  to  which  we  had  been  di- 
redled,  at  about  the  diftance  of  a mile  from  the 

ffiore. 
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fhore,  in  thirty-eight  fathom  water,  with  a clear 
fandy  bottom.  The  north  point  of  the  bay 
bore  N.  30  E.,  dittant  two  miles  and  an  hair, 
and  the  fouth  point,  or  weft  end  of  the  iftand, 
bore  S.  63  W.  Juft  as  we  got  round  the  north 
point,  and  entered  the  bay,  we  difcovered  a 
large  Indian  town  or  village,  upon  which  we 
ftood  on,  hoifting  a jack  on  the  fore  top-maft 
head:  foon  after,  to  our  great  furprife,  Dutch 
colours  were  hoifted  in  the  towu,  and  three  guns 
fired  we  ftood  on,  however,  till  we  had  found- 
ings and  then  anchored. 

As  foon  as  it  was  light  in  the  morning,  we  Tuefdiyss. 
faw  the  fame  colours  hoifted  upon  the  beach, 
abreaft  of  the  ftiip  j fuppofing  therefore  that  the 
Dutch  had  a fettlement  here,  I fent  Lieutenant 
Gore  afhore,  to  wait  upon  the  Governor,  or  the 
chief  perfon  refiding  upon  the  fpot,  and  acquaint 
him  who  we  were,  and  for  what  purpofe  we  had 
touched  upon  the  coaft.  As  foon  as  he  came 
afhore,  he  was  received  by  a guard  of  between 
twenty  and  thirty  Indians,  armed  with  mufquets 
who  conduced  him  to  the  town,  where  the  co- 
lours had  been  hoifted  the  night  before,  carry- 
I ing  with  them  thofe  that  had  been  hoifted  upon  the 
i beach,  and  marching  without  any  military  regu- 
i larity.  As  foon  as  he  arrived,  he  was  intro - 
) duced  to  the  Raja,  or  King  of  the  iftand,  and  by 
f a Portuguefe  interpreter,  told  him,  that  the  fliip 
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was  a man  of  war  belonging  to  the  King  of 
Great  Britain,  and  that  fhe  had  many  fick  on 
board,  for  whom  we  wanted  to  purchafe  fuch 
refrefliments  as  the  ifland  afforded.  His  Ma- 
jefty  replied,  that  he  was  willing  to  fupply  us 
with  whatever  we  wanted,  but,  that  being  in 
alliance  with  the  Dutch  Raff  India  Company, 
he  was  not  at  liberty  to  trade  with  any  other 
people,  without  having  firff:  procvired  their  con- 
fent,  lor  which,  however,  he  laid  he  would  im- 


mediately apply  to  a Dutchman  who  belonged 
to  the  company,  and  who  was  the  only  white 
man  upon  the  ifland.  To  this  man,  who  refided 
at  fome  diffance,  a letter  was  immediately  dif- 
patched,  acquainting  him  with  our  arrival  and 
requeft ; in  the  mean  time,  Mr.  Gore  difpatched 
a meflenger  to  me,  with  an  account  of  his  fitua- 
tion,  and  the  (late  of  the  treaty.  In  about  three 
hours,  the  Dutch  refldent  anfwered  the  letter 
that  had  been  fent  him,  in  perfon  : he  proved 
to  be  a native  of  Saxony,  and  his  name  is  Johan 
Chriftopher  Lange,  and  the  fame  perfon  whom 
we  had  feen  on  horfcback  in  a European  drefs: 
he  behaved  with  great  civility  to  Mr.  Gore,  and 
afilired  him,  that  we  were  at  liberty  to  purchafe . 
of  the  natives  whatever  we  pleafed.  After' a 
fliort  time,  he  exprelTed  a defire  of  coming  on 
board,  lO  did  the  King  alfo,  and  feveral  of  his 
attendants ; Mr.  Gore  intimated  that  he  was 

ready 
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ready  to  attend  them,  but  they  defined  that  two 
of  our  people  might  be  left  alliore  as  hoftages, 
and  in  this  alfo  they  were  indulged. 

About  two  o’clock,  they  all  came  aboard  the 
Ihip,  and  our  dinner  being  ready,  they  accepted 
our  invitation  to  partake  of  it;  I expedled 
them  immediately  to  fit  down,  but  the  King 
leemed  to  hefitate,  and  at  lafV,  with  fome  con- 
fufion,  faid,  he  did  not  imagine  that  we,  who 
were  white  men,  would  fuffer  him,  who  was  of  a 
different  colour,  to  fit  down  in  our  company  •,  a 
compliment  loon  removed  his  fcruples,  and  we 
all  fat  down  together  with  great  cheerfulnefs 
and  cordiality  : happily  we  were  at  no  lofs  for 
interpreters,  both  Dr.  Solander  and  Mr.  Sporing 
underflanding  Dutch  enough  to  keep  up  a con- 
verfation  with  Mr.  Lange,  and  feveral  of  the 
feamen  were  able  to  converfe  with  fuch  of  the 
natives  as  fpoke  Portuguefe.  Our  dinner  hap- 
pened to  be  mutton,  and  the  King  expreffed  a 
defire  of  having  an  Englidi  fheep  •,  w'e  had  but 
one  left,  however  that  was  prelented  to  him ; 
the  facility  with  Vvhich  this  was  procured,  en- 
couraged him  to  aflc  for  an  E-nglifh  dog,  and 
Mr.  Banks  politely  gave  up  his  greyhound: 
Mr.  Lange  then  intimated  that  a fpying  glafs 
would  be  acceptable,  and  one  was  immediately 
put  into  his  hand.  Our  guefts  then  told  us,  that 
the  ifland  abounded  with  buffaloes,  flieep, 
hoo’s,  and  fowls,  plenty  of  which  fhould  be 
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driven  down  to  the  beach  the  next  day,  that  we 
might  purchafe  as  many  of  them  as  we  fhould 
think  fit : this  put  us  all  into  high  fpirits,  and 
the  liquor  circulated  rather  fafter  than  either  the 
Indians  or  the  Saxon  could  bear;  they  inti- 
mated their  defire  to  go  away,  however,  before 
they  were  quite  drunk,  and  were  received  upon 
deck,  as  they  had  been  when  they  came  aboard, 
by  the  marines  under  arms.  The  King  ex- 
prefled  a curiofity  to  fee  them  exercile,  in  which 
lie  was  gratified,  and  they  fired  three  rounds: 
he  looked  at  them  with  great  attention,  and  was 
much  furprifed  at  their  regularity  and  expedi- 
tion, efpecially  in  cocking  their  pieces  ; the  firft 
time  they  did  it,  he  ftruck  the  fide  of  the  fiiip 
with  a flick  that  he  had  in  his  hand,  and  cried 
put  with  great  vehemence,  that  all  the  locks 
made  but  one  clink.  They  were  difmifled  with 
many  prefents,  and  when  they  went  away  faluted 
with  nine  guns  : Mr.  Banks  and  Dr.  Solander 
went  afhore  with  them  ; and  as  foon  as  they  put 
off  they  gave  us  three  cheers. 

Our  Gentlemen,  when  they  came  -afhore, 
walked  up  with  them  to  the  town,  which  con- 
fifts  of  many  houfes,  and  fome  of  them  are  large; 
they  are  however  nothing  more  than  a thatched 
roof^  fupported  over  a boarded  floor,  by  pillars 
about  four  feet  high.  They  produced  fome  of 
their  palm-wine,  which  was  the  frefh  unferment- 
ed juice  of  the  tree;  it  had  a fweet,  but  not  a 
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dlfagreeable  tafte-,  and  hopes  were  conceived 
that  it  might  contribute  to  recover  our  fick 
from  the  fcurvy.  Soon  after  it  was  dark,  Mr. 
Banks  and  Dr.  Solander  returned  on  board. 

In  the  morning  of  the  19th,  I went  afliore 
with  Mr.  Banks,  and  fevcral  of  the  officers  and 
gentlemen,  to  return  the  King’s  vifit;  but  my 
chief  bufinefs  was  to  procure  fome  of  the  buf- 
faloes, fheep,  and  fowls,  which  we  had  been 
told  fliould  be  driven  down  to  the  beach.  We 
were  greatly  mortified  to  find,  that  no  fteps  had 
been  taken  to  fulfil  this  promife;  however,  we 
proceeded  to  the  houfe  of  afiembly,  which  with 
two  or  three  more  had  been  eredled  by  the 
Dutch  Eafl;  India  Company,  and  are  diftin- 
giiiffied  from  the  reft  by  two  pieces  of  wood 
refembling  a pair  of  cow’s  horns,  one  of  which 
is  fet  up  at  each  end  of  the  ridge  that  terminates 
the  roof-,  and  thefe  were  certainly  what  the  In- 
dian intended  to  reprefent  by  croffing  his  fingers, 
though  our  Portuguefe,  who  was  a good  Catho- 
lic, conftrued  the  fign  into  a crofs,  which  had 
perfuaded  us  that  the  fettlement  belonged  to  his 
countrymen.  In  this  place  we  met  Mr.  Lange, 
and  the  King,  whofe  name  was  A Madocho 
Lomi  Djara,  attended  by  many  of  the  principal 
people.  We  told  them  that  we  had  in  the  boat 
goods  of  various  kinds,  which  we  propofed  to 
barter  for  fuch  refrelhments  as  they  would  give 
us  in  exchange,  and  defired  leave  to  bring  them 
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on  fliore;  which  being  granted,  they  were 
j brought  adiore  accordingly.  We  then  attempt- 
^ ed  to  fettle  the  price  oi:  the  buffaloes,  fheep, 
hogs,  and  other  commodities  which  we  propofed 
to  purchafe,  and  for  which  we  were  to  pay  in 
money ; but  as  foon  as  this  was  mentioned,  Mr. 
Lange  left  us,  telling  us  that  thefe  preliminaries 
muff  be  fettled  with  the  natives : he  faid,  how- 
ever, that  he  had  received  a letter  from  the  Go- 
vernor of  Concordia  in  Timor,  the  purport  of 
which  he  would  communicate  to  us  when  he  re- 
turned. 

As  the  morning  was  now  far  advanced,  and 
we  were  very  unwilling  to  return  on  board  and 
eat  fait  provifions,  when  fo  many  delicacies  fur- 
rounded  us  afhore,  we  petitioned  his  Majefly  for 
liberty  to  purchafe  a fmall  hog  and  fome  rice, 
and  to  employ  his  fubjefls  to  drefs  them  for  us. 
He  anfwered  very  gracioufly,  that  if  we  could 
eat  vidtuals  dreffed  by  his  fubjeds,  which  he 
could  fcarcely  fuppofe,  he  would  do  himfelf  the 
honour  of  entertaining  us.  W^e  exprefled  our 
gratitude,  and  immediately  fent  on  board  for 
liquors. 

About  five  o’clock,  dinner  was  ready  ; it  was 
ferved  in  fix  and  thirty  difhes,  or  rather  bafkets, 
containing  alternately  rice  and  pork-,  and  three 
bowls  or  earthen  ware,  filled  with  the  liquor  in 
which  the  pork  had  been  boiled  : thefe  were 
ranged  upon  the  floor,  and  mats  laid  round  them 

for 
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for  us  to  fit  upon.  We  were  then  conduced  by 
turns  to  a hole  in  the  floor,  near  which  flood  a ^ 

man  with  water  in  a veflTel,  made  of  the  leaves 
of  the  fan-palm,  who  alTifled  us  in  waflaing  our 
hands.  When  this  was  done,  we  placed  our- 
felves  round  the  victuals,  and  waited  for  the 
King.  As  he  did  not  come,  we  inquired  for  him, 
and  were  told  that  the  cuflom  of  the  country 
did  not  permit  the  perfon  who  gave  the  enter- 
tainment to  fit  down  with  his  guefls  •,  but  that, 
if  we  fufpeded  the  vidluals  to  be  poifoned,  he 
would  come  and  tafle  it.  We  immediately  de- 
clared that  we  had  no  fuch  fufpicion,  and  de- 
fired  that  none  of  the  rituals  of  hofpitality  might 
be  violated  on  our  account.  The  prime  minifler 
and  Mr.  Lange  were  of  our  party,  and  we  made 
a mofl  luxurious  meal:  we  thought  the  pork  and 
rice  excellent,  and  the  broth  not  to  be  defpifed  ; 
but  the  fpoons,  which  were  made  of  leaves,  were 
fo  fmall,  that  few  of  us  had  patience  to  ufe 
them.  After  dinner,  our  wine  paflTed  brifldy 
about,  and  we  again  inquired  for  our  royal 
hofl,  thinking  that  though  the  cuflom  of  his 
country  would  not  allow  him  to  eat  with  us,  he 
might  at  leafl  lhare-  in  the  jollity  of  our  bottle  j 
but  he  again  excufed  himfelf,  faying,  that  the 
mafler  of  a feafl  fhould  never  be  drunk,  which 
there  was  no  certain  way  to  avoid  but  by  not 
,tafling  the  liquor.  Vfe  did  not  however  drink 
uur  wine  where  we  had  eaten  our  vidluals ; but 
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as  foon  as  we  had  dined  made  room  for  the  fea- 
' men  and  fervants,  who  immediately  took  our 
places : they  could  not  difpatch  all  that  we  had 
left,  but  the  women  who  came  to  clear  away  the 
bowls  and  bafkets,  obliged  them  to  carry  away 
with  them  what  they  had  not  eaten.  As  wine 
generally  warms  and  opens  the  heart,  we  took 
an  opportunity,  when  we  thought  its  influence 
began  to  be  felt,  to  revive  the  fubjeft  of  the 
buffaloes  and  fheep,  of  which  we  had  not  in  all 
this  time  heard  a fyllable,  though  they  were  to 
have  been  brought  down  early  in  the  morning. 
But  our  Saxon  Dutchman,  with  great  phlegm, 
began  to  communicate  to  us  the  contents  of  the 
letter  which  he  pretended  to  have  received  from 
the  Governor  of  Concordia.  He  faid,  that  after 
acquainting  him  that  a velfel  had  fleered  from 
thence  towards  the  ifland  where  we  were  now 
afliore,  it  required  him,  if  fuch  fhip  fliould  ap- 
ply for  provifions  in  diflrefs,  to  relieve  her;  but 
not  to  fuffer  her  to  flay  longer  than  was  abfo- 
lutely  neceflary,  nor  to  make  any  large  prefents 
to  the  inferior  people,  or  to  leave  any  with  thofe 
of  fuperior  rank  to  be  afterwards  diflributed 
among  them  : but  he  was  gracioufly  pleafed  to 
add,  that  we  were  at  liberty  to  give  beads  and 
other  trifles  in  exchange  for  petty  civilities,  and 
palm-wine. 

It  was  the  general  opinion  that  this  letter  was 
a fidlion ; that  the  prohibitory  orders  were 

feigned 
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feigned  with  a view  to  get  money  from  us  for  ^ 

& ^ . September. 

breaking  them  ; and  that  by  precluding  our  ^ 

liberality  to  the  natives,  this  man  hoped  more 
eafily  to  turn  it  into  another  channel. 

In  the  evening,  we  received  intelligence  from 
our  trading-place  that  no  buffaloes  or  hogs  had 
been  brought  down,  and  only  a few  fheep, 
which  had  been  taken  away  before  our  people, 
who  had  fent  for  money,  could  procure  it. 

Some  fowls  however  had  been  bought,  and  a 
large  quantity  of  a kind  of  fyrup  made  of  the 
juice  of  the  palm-tree,  which,  though  infinitely 
fuperior  to  molaffes  or  treacle,  fold  at  a very 
low  price.  We  complained  of  our  difappoint- 
ment  to  Mr.  Lange,  who  had  now  another  fub- 
terfuge ; he  faid,  that  if  we  had  gone  down  to 
the  beach  ourfelves,  we  might  have  purchafed 
what  we  pleafed  •,  but  that  the  natives  were 
afraid  to  take  money  of  our  people,  left  it  fliould 
be  counterfeit.  We  could  not  but  feel  fome 
indignation  againft  a man  who  had  concealed 
this,  being  true;  or  alleged  it,  being  falfe.  I 
ftarted  up,  however,  and  went  immediately  to 
the  beach,  but  no  cattle  or  fheep  were  to  be 
feen,  nor  were  any  at  hand  to  be  produced. 

While  I was  gone,  Lange,  who  knew  well 
enough  that  1 fhould  fucceed  no  better  than  my 
people,  told  Mr.  Banks  that  the  natives  were 
difpleafed  at  our  not  having  offered  them  gold 
for  their  flock  ; and  that  if  gold  was  not  offered, 
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nothing  would  be  bought.  Mr.  Banks  did  not 
think  it  worth  his  while  to  reply,  but  foon  after 
rofe  up,  and  we  all  returned  on  board,  very  much 
diffatisfied  with  the  iflue  of  our  negociations. 
During  the  courfe  of  the  day,  the  King  had 
promifed  that  fome  cattle  and  fheep  fhould  be 
brought  down  in  the  morning,  and  had  given 
a realbn  for  our  difappointment  fomewhat  more 
plaufible;  he  faid  that  the  buffaloes  were  far  up 
the  country,  and  that  there  had  not  been  time  to 
bring  them  down  to  the  beach. 

The  next  morning  we  wentafhore  again  : Dr. 
Solander  went  up  to  the  town  to  fpeak  to 
Lange,  and  I remained  upon  the  beach,  to  fee 
what  could  be  done  in  the  purchafe  of  provi- 
fions.  I found  here  an  old  Indian,  who,  as  he 
appeared  to  have  fome  authority,  we  had  among 
ourfelves  called  the  Prime  Miniftcr ; to  engage 
this  man  in  our  intereft  I prefented  him  with  a 
fpying-glafs,  but  I faw  nothing  at  market  except 
one  fmall  buffalo.  I inquired  the  price  of  it,  and 
was  told  five  guineas  : this  was  twice  as  much 
as  it  was  worth  ; however,  I offered  three,  which 
I could  perceive  the  man  who  treated  with  me 
thought  a good  price ; but  he  faid  he  muft  ac- 
quaint the  King  with  what  I had  offered  before 
he  could  take  it.  A meffenger  was  immedi- 
ately difpatched  to  his  Majefty,  who  foon  re- 
turned, and  faid,  that  the  buffaloe  would  not 
be  fold  for  any  thing  lefs  than  five  guineas. 

This 
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• This  price  I abfolutely  refufed  to  give  and 

I another  meflenger  was  lent  away  with  an  account  < — ; 
of  my  refufal:  this  mefTenger  was  longer  abfent 
than  the  other,  and  while  I was  waiting  for  his 
return  I faw,  to  my  great  aftonilltment,-  Dr. 
Solander  coming  from  the  town,  followed  by 
above  a hundred  men,  fome  armed  with  muf- 
quets  and  fome  with  lances.  When  I inquired 
the  meaning  of  this  hoftile  appearance,  the 
Do6tor  told  me,  that  Mr.  Lange  had  interpreted 
to  him  a melfage  from  the  King,  purporting 
that  the  people  would  not  trade  with  us,  becaufe 
we  had  refufed  to  give  them  more  than  half  the 
value  of  what  they  had  to  fell;  and  that  we 
fiiould  not  be  permitted  to  trade  upon  any  terms 
longer  than  this  day.  Befides  the  officers  who 
commanded  the  party,  there  came  with  it  a man 
who  was  born  at  Timor,  of  Portuguefe  parents, 
and  who,  as  v/e  afterwards  difcovered,  was  a 
kind  of  colleague  to  the  Dutch  fador ; by  this 
man  what  they  pretended  to  be  the  King’s  order 
was  delivered  to  me,  of  the  fame  purport  with 
that  which  Dr.  Solander  had  received  from 
L.ange.  We  were  all  clearly  of  opinion  that 
this  was  a mere  artifice  of  the  factors  to  extort 
money  from  us,  for  which  we  had  been  pre- 
pared by  the  account  of  a letter  from  Con- 
cordia ; and  while  we  were  hefitating  what  Rep 
to  take,  the  Portuguefe,  that  he  might  the  fooner 
accomplifh  his  purpofe,  began  to  drive  away 

the 
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the  people  who  had  brought  down  poultry  and 
fyrup,  and  others  that  were  now  coming  in  with 
buffaloes  and  fheep.  At  this  time,  I glanced 
my  eye  upon  the  old  man  whom  I had  compli- 
mented in  the  morning  with  the  fpying-glafs, 
and  I thought,  by  his  looks,  that  he  did  not 
heartily  approve  of  what  was  doing;  I there- 
fore took  him  by  the  hand,  and  prefented  him 
with  an  old  broad  fword.  This  inftanrly  turn- 
ed the  fcale  in  our  favour;  he  received  the 
fword  with  a tranfport  of  joy,  and  flourifhing  it 
ever  the  bufy  Portuguefe,  who  crouched  like  a 
fox  to  a lion,  he  made  him,  and  the  officer  who 
commanded  the  party,  fit  down  upon  the  ground 
behind  him:  the  people,  who,  whatever  were  the 
crafty  pretences  of  thefe  iniquitous  fadors  for  a 
Dutch  company,  were  eager  to  fupply  us  with 
whatever  we  wanted,  and  feemed  alio  to  be  more 
defirous  of  goods  than  money,  inftantly  im- 
proved the  advantage  that  had  been  procured 
them,  and  the  market  was  flocked  almoft  in  an 
inflant.  To  eftabliffi  a trade  for  buffaloes,  how- 
ever, which  I moft  wanted,  I found  it  neceffary 
to  give  ten  guineas  for  two,  one  of  which 
weighed  no  more  than  a hundred  and  fixty 
pounds;  but  I bought  feven  more  much 
cheaper,  and  might  afterwards  have  purchafed 
as  many  as  I pleafed  almoft  upon  my  own 
terms,  for  they  were  now  driven  down  to  the 
water  fide  in  herds.  In  the  firft  two  that  I 
2 bought 
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bought  fo  dear,  Lange  had  certainly  a (hare, 
and  it  was  in  hopes  to  obtain  part  of  the  price 
of  others,  that  he  had  pretended  that  we  muft 
pay  for  them  in  gold.  The  natives  however 
fold  what  they  afterwards  brought  down  much 
to  their  fatisfadtion,  without  paying  part  of  the 
price  to  him  as  a reward  for  exadling  money 
from  us.  Molt  of  the  buffaloes  that  we  bought, 
after  our  friend,  the  Prime  Minifter,  had  pro- 
cured us  a fair  market,  were  fold  for  a mufquet 
a piece,  and  at  this  price  we  might  have  bought 
as  many  as  would  have  freighted  our  (hip. 

The  refrefhments  which  we  procured  here, 
confifted  of  nine  buffaloes,  fix  fheep,  three  hogs, 
thirty  dozen  of  fowls,  a few  limes,  and  fome 
cocoa-nuts;  many  dozen  of  eggs,  half  of  which 
however  proved  to  be  rotten  ; a little  garlic, 
and  feveral  hundred  gallons  of  palm-fyrup. 
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CHAP.  IX. 


A particular  Defcription  of  the  Jfand  of 
Savu^  its  Produce  and  Inhabitants^  avith 
a Specimen  of  their  Language^ 


1770* 

September. 


This  iOand  is  called  by  the  natives  Savu  •, 
the  middle  of  it  lies  in  about  the  latitude 
10°  35'  S.,  longitude  237“  30'  W.  ; and  has  in 
general  been  fo  little  known  that  I never  faw  a 
a map  or  chart  in  which  it  is  clearly  or  accu- 
rately laid  down.  I have  feen  a very  old  one,  in 
which  it  is  called  Sou,  and  confounded  with 
Sandel  Bofch.  Rumphius  mentions  an  ifland 
by  the  nameof  Saow  ; and  he  alfo  fays  that  it  is 
the  fame  which  the  Dutch  call  Sandel  Bofch  : 
but  neither  is  this  ifland,  nor  Timor,  nor  Rotte, 
nor  indeed  any  one  of  the  iflands  that  we  have 
feen  in  thefe  feas,  placed  within  a reafonable 
diftance  of  its  true  fituation.  It  is  about  eight 
leagues  long  from  eaft  to  weftj  but  what  is  its 
breadth,  I do  not  know,  as  I faw  only  the  north 
fide.  The  harbour  in  which  we  lay  is  called 
Seba,  from  the  diftridl  in  which  it  lies  : it  is  on 
the  north-weft  fide  of  the  iftand,  and  well  fliel- 
tered  from  the  fouth-weft  trade-wind,  but  it  lies 
open  to  the  north  weft.  We  were  told,  that 

there 
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there  were  two  other  bays  where  Ihips  might 
anchor  > that  the  beft,  called  Timo,  was  on  the 
fouth-wefl:  Tide  of  the  fouth-eall  point:  of  the 
third  we  learnt  neither  the  name  nor  fituation. 
The  fea-coaft,  in  general,  is  low;  but  in  the 
middle  of  the  ifland  there  are  hills  of  a confider- 
able  height.  We  were  upon  the  coaft  at  the 
latter  end  of  the  dry  feafoo,  when  there  had 
been  no  rain  for  feven  months ; and  we  were 
told  that  v/hen  the  dry  feafon  continues  lb  long, 
there  is  no  running  ftream  of  frefn  water  upon 
the  whole  ifland,  but  only  frnall  fprings,  which 
are  at  a confiderable  diftance  from  the  fea-fide  : 
yet  nothing  can  be  imagined  fo  beautiful  as  the 
profped  of  the  country  from  the  fliip.  The 
level  ground  next  to  the  fea-fide  was  covered 
with  cocoa-nut  trees,  and  a kind  of  palm  called 
Arecas  \ and  beyond  them  the  hills,  which  rofe 
in  a gentle  and  regular  afcent,  were  richly 
clothed,  quite  to  the  fummit,  with  plantations 
of  the  fan  palm,  forming  an  almoit  impenetrable 
grove.  How  much  even  this  profped;  muft  be 
improved,  when  every  foot  of  ground  between 
the  trees  is  covered  with  verdure,  by  maize,  and 
millet,  and  indico,  can  fcarccly  be  con-ceived  but 
by  a powerful  imagination,  not  unacquainted 
with  the  flatelinefs  and  beauty  of  the  trees  that 
adorn  this  part  of  the  earth.  The  dry  feafon 
commences  in  March  or  i\pril,  and  ends  in 
Oeftober  or  November. 
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The  principal  trees  of  this  ifland,  are  the  fan- 
palm,  the  cocoa-nut,  tamarind,  limes,  oranges,, 
and  mangoes ; and  other  vegetable  produflions 
are  maize,  Guinea  com,  rice,  millet,  callevances, 
and  water-melons.  We  faw  alfo  one  fugar- 
eane,  and  a few  kinds  of  European  garden-fluff*, 
particularly  cellery,  marjoram,  fennel,  and  gar- 
lic. For  the  fupply  of  luxury,  it  has  betele,. 
areca,  tobacco,  cotton,  indico,  and  a fmall 
quantity  of  cinnamon,  which  feems  to  be  plant- 
ed here  only  for  curiofity  *,  and  indeed  we 
doubted  whether  it  was  the  genuine  plant, 
knowing  that  the  Dutch  are  very  careful  not  to 
truft  the  fpices  out  of  their  proper  iflands.  There 
are  however  feveral  kinds  of  fruit,  befides  thofe 
which  have  been  already  mentioned  ; particu- 
larly the  fweet  fop,  which  is  well  known  to  the 
Weft  Indians,  and  a fmall  oval  fruit,  called  the 
Blimbi^  both  of  which  grow  upon  trees.  The 
blimbi  is  about  three  or  four  inches  long,  and 
in  the  middle  about  as  thick  as  a man’s  finger, 
tapering  towards  each  end : it  is  covered  with  a 
very  thin  fkin  of  a light  green  colour,  and  in 
the  infide  are  a few  feeds  difpofed  in  the  form 
of  a ftar ; its  flavour  is  a light,  dean,  pleafant 
acid,  but  it  cannot  be  eaten  raw ; it  is  faid  to  be 
excellent  as  a pickle  *,  and  ftewed,  it  made  a 
moft  agreeable  four  fauce  to  our  boiled  difhes. 

The  tame  animals  are  buffaloes,  fheep,  goats, 
hogs,  fowls,  pigeons,  horfes,  affes,  dogs  and 

cats; 
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cats;  and  of  all  thele  there  is  great  plenty. 

The  buffaloes  differ  very  confiderably  from  the  j 

horned  cattle  of  Europe  in  feveral  particulars  ; 
their  ears  are  much  larger,  their  flcins  arc  almofl 
without  hair,  their  horns  are  curved  towards 
each  other,  but  together  bend  diredlly  back- 
wards, and  they  have  no  dewlaps.  We  faw  fe- 
veral that  were  as  big  as  a well  grown  European 
ox,  and  there  muft  be  fome  much  larger;  for 
Mr.  Banks  faw  a pair  of  horns  which  meafured 
from  tip  to  tip  three  feet  nine  inches  and  an 
half,  acrofs  their  wideft  diameter  four  feet  one 
inch  and  an  half,  and  in  the  whole  fweep  of  their 
femicircle  in  front  feven  feet  fix  inches  and  a 
half.  It  muft  however  be  obferved,  that  a buf- 
falo here  of  any  given  fize,  does  not  weigh  above 
half  as  much  as  an  ox  of  the  fame  fize  in  Eng- 
land ; thofe  that  we  gueffed  to  weigh  four  hun- 
dred weight  did  not  weigh  more  than  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  ; the  reafon  is,  that  fo  late  in  the 
dry  feafon  the  bones  are  very  thinly  covered 
with  flcfli  : there  is  not  an  ounce  of  fat  in  a 
whole  carcafe,  and  the  flanks  are  literally  no- 
thino-  but  fkin  and  bone : the  flefh  however  is 
^ well  tafted  and  juicy,  and  I fuppofe  better  than 
i the  flefli  of  an  Englifli  ox  would  be  it  he  was  to 
^ ftarve  in  this  fun-burnt  country. 

The  horfes  are  from  eleven  to  twelve  hands 
/ high,  but  though  they  are  fmall,  they  are  fpirited 
U and  nimble,  efpecially  in  pacing,  which  is  their 
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sep?eL°ber  inhabitants  generally  ride 

' them  without  a laddie,  and  with  no  better 

bridle  than  a halter.  The  Ibeep  are  of  the 
kind  which  in  England  are  called  Bengal  Iheep, 
and  differ  from  ours  in  many  particulars.  They 
are  covered  with  hair  inflead  of  wool,  their  cars 
are  very  large,  and  hang  down  under  their  horns, 
and  their  nofes  are  arched  ; they  are  thought  to 
have  a general  refemblance  to  a goat,  and  for 
that  reafon^  are  frequently  called  cabritos : their 
fldh  we  thought  the  word  mutton  we  had  ever 
eaten,  being  as  lean  as  that  of  the  buffalo’s,  and 
without  flavour.  The  hogs,  however,  were 
fome  of  the  fatteft  we  had  ever  feen,  though, 
as  we  were  told,  their  principal  food  is  the  out- 
fide  hulks  of  rice,  and  the  palm  fyrup  diffolved 
in  water.’  The  fowls  are  chiefly  of  the  game 
breed,  and  large,  but  the  eggs  are  remarkably 
fmall. 

Of  the  fifh  which  the  fea  produces  herej  wc 
^ know  but  little:  turtles  are  fometimes  found 
upon  the  coaft,  and  are  by  thefe  people,  as  well 
as  all  others,  confidered  as  a dainty. 

The  people  are  rather  under,  than  over  the 
middling  fize  j the  women  efpecially  are  re- 
markably fhort  and  fquat  built:  their  com- 
plexion is  a dark  brown,  and  their  hair  univer- 
fally  black  and  lank.  W e faw  no  difference  in 
the  colour  of  rich  and  poor,  though  in  the  South 
Sea  iflands  thofe  that  were  expofed  to  the  wea- 
ther 
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ther  were  almoft  as  brown  as  the  New  Hoi- 

September, 

landers,  and  the  better  Ibrt  nearly  as  fair  as  the  v«. — 
natives  of  Europe.  The  men  are  in  general 
well-made,  vigorous,  and  adtive,  and  have  a 
greater  variety  in  the  make  and  difpofition  of 
their  features  than  ufual:  the  countenances  of 
the  women,  on  the  contrary,  are  all  alike. 

The  men  fallen  their  hair  up  to  the  top  of  ^ 
their  heads  with  a comb,  the  women  tie  it  be- 
hind in  a club,  which  is  very  far  from  becom- 
in2.  Both  fexes  eradicate  the  hair  from  under 
the  arm,  and  the  men  do  the  fame  by  their 
beards,  for  which  purpofe,  the  better  fort  al- 
ways carry  a pair  of  fiiver  pincers  hanging  by  a 
firing  round  their  necks ; fome  hov/ever  fulfer  a 
very  little  hair  to  remain  upon  their  upper  lips, 
but  this  is  always  kept  flaort. 

The  drefs  of  both  fexes  confiRs  of  cotton 
cloth,  which  being  died  blue  in  the  yarn,  and 
not  uniformly  of  the  fame  fliade,  is  in  clouds  or 
waves  of  that  colour,  and  even  in  ocr  eye  had  not 
an  inelegant  appearance.  This  cloth  they  ma- 
nufadlure  themfelves,  and  two  pieces,  each  about 
two  yards  long,  anc]  a yard  and  a halt  wide, 
make  a drefs:  one  of  them  is  worn  round  the 
middle,  and  the  other  covers  the  upper  part  of 
the  body  : the  lower  edge  of  the  piece  that  goes 
round  the  middle,  the  men  draw  pretty  tight  juH 
below  the  fork,  the  upper  edge  of  it  is  left  loole, 
fo  as  to  form  a kind  of  hollow  belt,  which  lerves 

T 3 tliem 


LIEUTENANT  COOK’s  VOYAGE 

them  as  a pocket  to  carry  their  knives,  and  other 
little  implements  which  it  is  convenient  to  have 
about  them.  The  other  piece  of  cloth  is  paffed 
through  this  girdle  behind,  and  one  end  of  it 
being  brought  over  the  left  (boulder,  and  the 
other  over  the  right,  they  fall  down  over  the 
breaft,  and  are  tucked  into  the  girdle  before,  lb 
that  by  opening  or  clofing  the  plaits,  they  can 
cover  more  or  lei's  of  their  bodies  as  they  pleafe*, 
the  arms,  legs,  and  feet  are  always  naked.  1 he 
difference  between  the  drels  of  the  two  fexes 
confifts  principally  in  the  manner  of  wearing  the 
waift  piece,  for  the  women,  inftead  ot  drawing 
the  lower  edge  tight,  and  leaving  the  upper 
edge  loofe  for  a pocket,  draw  the  upper  edge 
tight,  and  let  the  lower  edge  fall  as  low  as  the 
knees,  fo  as  to  form  a petticoat  *,  the  body-piece, 
inftead  of  being  paffed  through  the  girdle,  is 
faftened  under  the  arms,  and  crofs  the  bread, 
with  the  utmoft  decency.  I have  already  ob- 
ferved,  that  the  men  faftened  the  hair  upon  the 
top  of  the  head,  and  the  women  tie  it  in  a club 
behind,  but  there  is  another  difference  in  the 
head-drefs,  by  which  the  fexes  are  diftinguilhed: 
the  women  wear  nothing  as  a fuccedaneum  for 
a cap,  but  the  men  conftantly  wrap  fomething 
round  their  heads  in  the  manner  of  a fillet-,  it 
is  fmall,  but  generally  of  the  fined  materials 
that  can  be  procured  : we  faw  fome  who  ap- 
plied filk  handkerchiefs  to  this  purpofe,  and 

others 
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Withers  that  wore  fine  cotton,  or  muflin,  in  the 
manner  of  a finall  turban. 

Thefe  people  bore  their  teftimony  that  the 
love  of  finery  is  a univerfal  paffion,  for  their 
ornaments  were  very  numerous.  Some  of  the 
better  fort  wore  chains  of  gold  round  their 
tiecks,  but  they  were  made  of  plaited  wire,  and 
oonfec^uently  were  light  and  of  little  value  •, 
others  had  rings,  which  were  fo  much  worn  that 
they  feemed  to  have  defcended  through  many 
generations i and  one  perfon  had  a filvor-headed 
cane,  marked  with  a kind  of  cypher,  confifting 
of 'the  Roman  letters  V,  O,  C,  and  therefore 
probably  a prefent  from  the  Dutch  Eaft  India 
Company,  whofe  mark  it  is  : they  have  alfo  or- 
naments made  of  beads,  which  fome  wear  round 
their  necks  as  a folitaire,  and  others,  as  bracelets, 
upon  their  wrifts : thefe  are  common  to  both 
fexes,  but  tlte  women  have  befides,  ftrings  or 
girdles  of  beads,  v/hich  they  wear  round  their 
waifts,  and  v;hich  fervc  to  keep  up  their  petti- 
coat. Both  fexes  had  their  ears  bored,  nor  was 
there  a fingle  exception  that  fell  under  our  no- 
tice, yet  we  never  law  an  ornament  in  any  of  ^ 
them  V we  never  indeed  law  either  man  or  wo- 
man in  any  :hing  but  what  appeared  to  be  their 
ordinary  drefs,  except  the  King  and  his  mini- 
fter,  who  in  general  wore  a kind  of  night-gown 
of  coarfe  chintz,  and  one  of  whom  once  receiv- 
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ed  us  in  a black  robe,  which  appeared  to  be 
made  of  what  is  called  prince’s  ftuff.  We  faw 
fome  boys,  about  twelve  or  fourteen  years  old, 
who  had  fpiral  circles  of  thick  brafs  wire  pafTed 
three  or  four  times  round  their  arms,  above  the 
elbow,  and  fome  men  wore  rings  of  ivory,  two 
inches  in  breadth,  and  above  an  inch  in  thick- 
nefs,  upon  the  fame  part  of  the  arm  : thefe,  we 
were  told,  were  the  fons  of  the  Rajas,  or  Chiefs, 
who  wore  tliefe  cumbrous  ornaments  as  badges 
of  their  high  birth. 

AlmoR  all  the  men  had  their  names  traced 
upon  their  arms,  in  indelible  characters  of  a 
black  colour,  and  the  women  had  a fquare  or- 
nament of  flourifhed  lines,  imprefied  in  the 
fame  manner,  jull  under  the  bend  of  the  elbow.  ‘ 
We  were  ftruck  with  the  fimilitude  between 
thefe  marks,  and  thofe  made  by  tattowing  in 
the  South  Sea  iflands,  and  upon  inquiring  into 
its  origin,  we  learnt  that  it  had  been  praCtifed 
by  the  natives  long  before  any  Europeans  came 
among  them ; and  that  in  the  neighbouring 
iflands  the  inhabitants  were  marked  with  circles 
upon  their  necks  and  breafts.  The  univerfality 
of  this  praClice,  which  prevails  among  favages 
in  all  parts  of  the  world,  from  the  remotefl;  li- 
mits of  North  America,  to  the  iflands  in  the 
South  Seas,  and  which  probably  differs  but 
little  from  the  method  of  ftaining  the  body 
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:i  that  was  in  life  amonff  the  ancient  inhabitants  i77°- 

• p 1 • n r c 1 September, 

! of  Britain,  is  a curious  lubject  or  ipecula- 
tion  *. 

The  houfes  of  Savu  are  all  built  upon  the 
fame  plan,  and  differ  only  in  fize,  being  large 
in  proportion  to  the  rank  and  riches  of  the  pro- 
prietor. Some  are  four  hundred  feet  long,  and 
fome  are  not  more  than  twenty  : they  are  all 
raifed  upon  pofts,  or  piles,  about  four  feet  high, 
one  end  of  which  is  driven  into  the  ground,  and 
upon  the  other  end  is  laid  a fubftantial  floor  of 
wood,  fo  that  there  is  a vacant  fpace  of  four 
feet  between  the  floor  of  the  houfe  and  the 
ground.  Upon  this  floor  are  placed  other  pofls 
or  pillars,  that  fupport  a roof  of  doping  Tides, 
which  meet  in  a ridge  at  the  top,  like  thofe  of 
our  barns  : the  eaves  of  this  roof,  which  is 
thatched  with  palm  leaves,  reach  within  two 

* In  the  account  which  Mr.  Boffii  has  given  of  fome  Indi- 
ans who  inhabit  the  banks  of  the  Akanza,  a river  of  North 
America,  which  rifes  in  New  Mexico,  and  falls  into  the  Mif- 
fiflippi,  lie  relates  the  following  incident  : “ The  Akanzas, 
fays  he,  have  adopted  me,  and  as  a mark  of  my  privilege, 
have  imprinied  the  figure  of  a roe-buck  upon  my  thigh,  which 
was  done  in  this  manner:  an  Indian  having  burnt  fome  llraw, 
diluted,  the  afhes  with  ua  er,  and  with  this  mixture,  drew  the 
figure  upon  my  fkinj  he  then  retraced  it,  by  pricking  the 
lines  with  needles,  fo  as  at  every  puntfure  juft  to  draw  the 
blood,  and  the  blood  mixing  with  the  afhes  of  the  flraw, 
forms  a figure  which  can  never  be  effaced.”  Sefe  Travels 
through  Louifiana,  vol.  i.  p.  107. 
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1770-  feet  of  the  floor,  and  over-hane;  it  as  much : the 

September.  - .... 

c,— ^ Ipace  Within  is  generally  divided  lengthwife  into 
three  equal  parts ; the  middle  part,  or  center,  is 
inclofed  by  a partition  of  four  Tides,  reaching 
about  fix  feet  above  the  floor,  and  one  or  two 
fmall  rooms  are  alfo  fornetimes  taken  off  from 
the  fides,  the  reft  of  the  fpace  under  the  roof  is 
open,  fo  as  freely  to  admit  the  air  and  the  light : ; 

the  particular  ufes  of  thefe  different  apartments,  | 
our  fhort  ftay  would  not  permit  us  to  learn,  except  j 
that  the  clofe  room  in  the  center  was  appropri-  ; 
ated  to  the  women.  ; 

The  food  of  thefe  people  confifts  of  every  tame 
animal  in  the  country,  of  which  the  hog  holds  | 
the  firft  place  in  their  eftimation,  and  the  horfe  i 
the  fecond  ; next  to  the  horfe  is  the  buflalo,  ! 
next  to  the  buffalo  their  poultry,  and  they  pre-  | 
fer  dogs  and  cats  to  fheep  and  goats.  They  are  ' 
not  fond  of  fifli,  and,  I believe,  it  is  never  eaten 
but  by  the  poor  people,  nor  by  them,  except 
when  their  duty  or  bufinefs  requires  them  to  be 
upon  the  beach,  and  then  every  man  is  furnifh- 
ed  with  a light  cafting  net,  which  is  girt  round 
him,  and  makes  part  of  his  drefs  ; and  with  this 
he  takes  any  fmall  fifh  which  happen  to  come  in 
his  way. 

The  efculent  vegetables  and  fruits  have  been 
mentioned  already,  but  the  fan-palm  requires 
more  particular  notice,  for  at  certain  times  it  is 
a fuccedaneum  for  all  other  food  both  to  man 
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and  bead.  A kind  of  wine,  called  toddy,  is  1770; 

September* 

procured  from  this  tree,  by  cutting  the  buds 
which  are  to  produce  flowers,  loon  after  their 
appearance,  and  tying  under  them  Imall  baflcets, 
made  of  the  leaves,  which  are  fo  clofe  as  to 
hold  liquids  without  leaking.  The  juice  which 
trickles  into  thefe  veflels,  is  colleded  by  perions 
who  climb  the  trees  for  that  purpofe,  morning 
and  evening,  and  is  the  common  drink  of  every 
individual  upon  the  ifland  •,  yet  a much  greater 
quantity  is  drawn  off  than  is  confumed  in  this 
ufe,  and  of  the  furplus  they  make  both  a fyrup 
and  coarfe  fugar.  L he  liquor  is  called  or 
duac^  and  both  the  fyrup  and  fugar,  gula.  The 
fyrup  is  prepared  by  boiling  the  liquor  down  in 
pots  of  earthen  ware,  till  it  is  fufficiently  inlpil- 
fated  •,  it  is  not  unlike  treacle  in  appearance,  but 
is  fomewhat  thicker,  and  has  a much  more  a- 
greeable  tafte  : the  fugar  is  of  a reddifli  brown, 
perhaps  the  fame  with  the  Jugata  fugar  upon 
the  continent  of  India,  and  it  was  more  agree- 
able to  our  palates  than  any  cane  lugar,  unre- 
fined, that  we  had  ever  tafted.  We  were  at 
firft  afraid  that  the  fyrup,  of  which  fome  of  our 
people  eat  very  great  quantities,  would  have 
brought  on  fluxes,  but  its  aperient  quality  was 
fo  very  flight,  that  what  effedl  it  produced  was 
rather  falutary  than  hurtful.  I have  already  ob- 
ferved,  that  it  is  given  with  the  hufles  of  rice  to 
the  hogs,  and  that  they  grow  enormoufly  fat 
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1770.  without  taking  any  other  food:  we  were  told 
, — ^ , alio,  that  this  fyrup  is  iifed  to  fatten  their  dogs 
and  their  fowls,  and  that  the  inhabitants  them- 
lelves  have  rubfifted  upon  this  alone  for  feveral 
months,  when  other  crops  have  failed,  and  ani- 
mal food  has  been  fcarce.  The  leaves  of  this 
tree  are  alfo  put 'to  various  ufes,  they  thatch 
hoiifes,  and  make  bafl^ets,  cups,  umbrellas,  and 
tobacco-pipes.  The  fruit  is  lead  efteemed,  and 
as  the  bloflbms  are  wounded  for  the  tuac  or 
toddy,  there  is  not  much  of  it : it  is  about  as 
big  as  a large  turnip,  and  covered,  like  the  co- 
coa-nut, with  a fibrous  coat,  under  which  are 
three  kernels,  that  mud  be  eaten  before  they  are 
ripe,  for  afterwards  they  become  fo  hard  that 
they  cannot  be  chewed ; in  their  eatable  date 
they  tade  not  unlike  a green  cocoa-nut,  and, 
like  them,  probably  they  yield  a nutriment  that 
is  watery  and  unfubdantial. 

The  common  method  of  dreding  food  here  is 
by  boiling,  and  as  fire-wood  is  very  fcarce,  and 
the  inhabitants  have  no  other  fuel,  they  make 
ule  of  a contrivance  to  faveit,  that  is  not  wholly 
unknown  in  Europe,  but  is  feldom  pradifed  ex- 
cept in  camps.  They  dig  a hollow  under 
ground,  in  a horizontal  diredion,  like  a rabbit 
burrow,  about  two  yards  long,  and  opening 
into  a hole  at  each  end,  one  of  which  is  larcre 
and  the  other  fmall : by  the  large  hole  the  fire  is 
put  in,  and  the  fmall  one  ferves  for  a draught,  j 

The 
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The  earth  over  this  burrow  is  perforated  by  cir- 
cular holes,  which  communicate  with  the  cavity 
below  ; and  in  thefe  holes  are  fet  earthen  pots, 
generally  about  three  to  each  fire,  which  are 
larc^e  in  the  middle,  and  taper  towards  the  bot- 
tom, fo  that  the  fire  afts  upon  a large  part  of 
their  furface.  Each  of  thefe  pots  generally  con- 
tains about  eight  or  ten  gallons,  and  it  is  fur- 
prifing  to  fee  with  how  fmall  a (quantity  of  fire 
they^  may  be  kept  boiling ; a palm  leaf,  or  a 
dry  ftalk,  thruft  in  now  and  then,  is  fufiicient: 
in  this  manner  they  boil  all  their  victuals,  and' 
make  all  their  fyrup  and  fugar.  It  appears  by 
Frazier’s  account  of  his  voyage  to  the  South 
Sea,  that  the  Peruvian  Indians  have  a contri- 
vance of  the  fame  kind,  and  perhaps  it  might 
be  adopted  with  advantage  by  the  poor  peo- 
ple even  of  this  country,  where  fuel  is  very 
dear. 

Both  fexes  are  enfiaved  by  the  hateful  and  per- 
nicious habit  of  chewing  beetle  and  areca,  which 
they  contradl  even  v/hiie  they  are  children,  and 
praedife  incefiantly  from  morning  till  night. 
With  thefe  they  always  mix  a kind  of  white 
lime,  made  of  coral  ftone  and  (hells,  and  fre- 
quently a fmall  quantity  of  tobacco,  fo  that 
their  mouths  are  difgullful  in  the  higheft  degree 
both  to  the  fmell  and  the  fight:  the  tobacco 
taints  their  breath,  and  the  beetle  and  lime  make 
the  teeth  no:  only  as  black  as  charcoal,  but  as 
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1770-  rotten  too.  I have  feen  men  between  twenty 

Septerrber.  1 1 • 1 ' r ^ 

, and  thirty,  whole  fore  teeth  have  been  confum- 

ed  almoft  down  to  the  gums,  though  no  two  of 
them  were  exaftly  of  the  fame  length  or.  thick- 
nefs,  but  irregularly  corroded  like  iron  by  ruft. 
This  lols  of  teeth  is,  1 think,  by  all  who  have 
written  upon  the  fubjefl,  imputed  to  the  tough 
and  ftringy  coat  of  the  areca  nut  i but  I impute 
it  wholly  to  the  lime ; they  are  not  loofened,  or 
broken,  or  forced  out,  as  might  be  expeded  if 
they  were  injured  by  the  continual  chewing  of 
hard  and  rough  fubftances,  but  they  are  gradu- 
ally wafted  like  metals  that  are  expofed  to  the 
aflion  of  powerful  acids  ; the  ftumps  always 
adhering  firmly  to  the  focket  in  the  jaw,  when 
there  is  no  part  of  the  tooth  above  the  gums  ; 
and  poffibly  thofe  who  fuppofe  that  fugar  has  a 
bad  effeft  upon  the  teeth  of  Europeans,  may 
not  be  miftaken,  for  it  is  well  knovv'n  that  refined 
loaf  fugar  contains  a confiderable  quantity  of 
lime  •,  and  he  that  doubts  whether  lime  will  de- 
ftroy  bone  of  any  kind,  may  eafily  afcertain  the 
fad  by  experiment. 

If  the  people  here  are  at  any  time  without 
this  odious  mouthful,  they  are  fmoking.  This 
operation  they  perform  by  rolling  up  a fmall 
quantity  of  tobacco,  and  putting  it  into  one  end 
of  a tube  about  fix  inches  long,  and  as  thick  as 
a goofe  quill,  which  they  make  of  a palm  leaf. 
As  the  quantity  of  tobacco  in  thcfe  pipes  is  very 

fmall, 
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tfnfiall,  the  effe^:  of  it  is  increafed,  efpecmlly 

C 'among  the  women,  by  fwaliowing  the  fmoke.  — v > 

\ "When  the  natives  of  this  ifland  were  firfl 
t formed  into  a civil  fociety,  is  not  certainly 
known,  but  at  prefent  it  is  divided  into  five 
I principalities  or  nrgrees  : Laai,  Seba,  Regeeua, 

;i  Timo,  and  Massara,  each  of  which  is  govern- 
ed by  its  refpeftive  Raja  or  King.  The  Raja 
' of  Seba,  the  principality  in  which  we  were 
! alhore,  feemed  to  have  great  authority,  without 
: much  external  parade  or  (how,  or  much  ap- 
pearance of  perfonal  refpedt.  He  was  about 
i five  and  thirty  years  of  age,  and  the  fatteft 
man  we  law  upon  the  whole  ifiand  : he  appear- 
ed to  be  of  a dull  phlegmatic  difpofition,  and 
to  be  directed  almoft  implicitly  by  the  old  man 
who,  upon  my  prefenting  him  with  a fword, 
had  procured  us  a fair  market,  in  fpight  of  the 
craft  and  avarice  of  the  Dutch  fadlors.  The 
name  of  this  perfon  was  Mannu  Djarme,  and 
it  may  reafonably  be  fuppofed  that  he  was  a man 
of  uncommon  integrity  and  abilities,  as,,  not- 
withftanding  his  polTefiion  of  power  in  the  cha- 
rader  of  a favourite,  he  was  beloved  by  the 
whole  principality.  If  any  difference  arifes 
among  the  people,  it  is  fettled  by  the  Raja  and 
his  counl'ellors,  without  delay  or  appeal,  and,  as 
we  were  told,  with  the  moft  folemn  deliberation 
and  impartial  juftice. 
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We  were  informed  by  Mr.  Lange,  that  the 
chiefs  who  had  fucceTively  prefided  over  the 
live  principalities  of  this  illand,  had  lived  for 
time  immemorial  in  the  llridleft  alliance  and 
moll  cordial  friendlliip  with  each  other;  yet  he 
laid  the  people  were  of  a warlike  difpofition,  and 
had  always  courageoufly  defended  themfelves 
againfl;  foreign  invaders.  We  were  told  alfo, 
that  the  illand  was  able  to  raife,  upon  very  Ihort 
notice,  7300  fighting  men,  armed  with  mullcets, 
fpears,  lances,  and  targets.  Of  this  force,  Laai 
was  faid  to  furnilli  2600,  Seba  2000,  Regeeua 
1500,  Timo  800,  and  Mallara  400.  Befides 
the  arms  that  have  been  already  mentioned, 
each  man  is  furnilhed  with  a large  pole  ax,  re- 
fembling  a wood  bill,  except  that  it  has  a 
llraight  edge,  and  is  much  heavier : this,  in  the 
hands  of  people  who  have  courage  to  come  to 
clofe  quarters  with  an  enemy,  muft  be  a dread- 
ful v/eapon  ; and  we  were  told  that  they  were 
fo  dexterous  with  their  lances,  that  at  the  dif- 
tance  of  fixty  feet  they  would  throw  them  with 
fuch  exadtnefs  as  to  pierce  a man’s  heart,  and 
fuch  force  as  to  go  quite  through  his  body. 

How  far  this  account  of  the  martial  prowefs 
of  the  inhabitants  of  Savu  may  be  true,  we  can- 
not take  upon  us  to  determine-,  but  during  our 
Hay,  we  law  no  appearance  of  it.  We  faw  in- 
deed in  the  town-hoiife,  or  houfe  of  alTembly, 

about 


R O U N D T H E W O R L D.  389 


about  one  hundred  fpears  and  targets,  which 
I'erved  to  arm  the  people  who  were  fent  down  to 
intimidate  us  at  the  trading  place  ; but  they 
feemed  to  be  the  refuie  of  old  armories,  no  two 
being  of  the  fame  make  or  length,  for  fome 
were  fix,  and  fome  fixteen  feet  long  : we  fiw  no 
lance  among  tliem,  and  as  to  the  muflcets,  though 
they  were  clean  on  the  outfide,  they  were  eaten 
into  holes  by  the  ruft  within ; and  the  people 
themfelves  appeared  to  be  fo  little  acquainted 
with  military  difcipline,  that  they  marched  like 
a diforderly  rabble,  every  one  having,  inllead  of 
his  target,  a cock,  fome  tobacco,  or  other  mer- 
chandife  of  the  like  kind,  which  he  took  that  op- 
portunity to  bring  down  to  fell,  and  few  or 
none  of  their  cartridge  boxes  were  furniflied 
witlj  either  powder  or  ball,  though  a piece  of 
paper  was  thruft  into  the  hole  to  fave  appear- 
ances. We  faw  a few  fvdvel  guns  and  pateraros 
at  the  town-houfe,  and  a great  gun  before  it ; 
but  the  fwivels  and  pateraros  lay  out  of  their 
carriages,  and  the  great  gun  lay  upon  a heap  of 
ftones,  almofl  conlumed  with  ruft,  with  the 
touch-hole  downwards,  pofiibly  to  conceal  its 
fize,  which  might  perhaps  be  little  lefs  than  that 
of  the  bore. 
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We  could  not  difcover  that  among  thefe 
people  there  was  any  rank  of  diftindlion  between 
the  Raja  and  the  land-owners  : the  land-owners 
were  refpe(ftable  in  proportion  to  their  poflef- 
VoL.  IV,  U fions  j 
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fions  *,  the  inferior  ranks  confift  of  manvp- 
fafburers,  labouring  poor^  and  flaves  The 
flaves,  like  the  peafants  in  fome  parts  of  Europe, 
are  connefled  with  the  eftate,  and  both  defcend. 
together  : but  though  the  land-owner  can  fell 
his  flave,  he  has  no  other  power  over  his  perfon, 
not  even  to  corredt  him,  without  the  privity  and 
approbation  of  the  Raja.  Some  have  five  hun- 
dred of  thefe  flaves,  and  fome  not  half  a dozen  r 
the  common  price  of  them  is  a fat  hog.  When 
a great  man  goes  out,  he  is  conftantly  attended 
by  two  or  more  of  them';  one  of  them  carries  a 
fword  or  hanger,  the  hilt  of  which  is  commonly 
of  filver,  and  adorned  with  large  tafiels  of 
horfe  hair ; and  another  carries  a bag  which 
contains  betel,  areca,  lime,  and  tobacco.  In 
thefe  attendants  confifts  all  their  magnificence, 
for  the  Raja  himfelf  has  no  other  mark  of  dif- 
tindtion. 

The  chief  objedl  of  pride  among  thefe  people, 
like  that  of  a Welchman,  is  a long  pedigree  of 
refpedtable  anceftors,  and  indeed  a veneration 
for  antiquity  feems  to  be  carried  farther  here 
than  in  any  other  country  : even  a houfe  that 
has  been  well  inhabited  for  many  generations, 
becomes  almofl;  facred,  and  few  articles  either  of 
ufe  or  luxury  bear  fo  high  a price  as  ftones, 
which  having  been  long  fat  upon,  are  become 
even  and  fmooth  : thofe  who  can  purchafe  fuch 
ftones,  or  are  pofTelTed  of  them  by  inheritance, 
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! place  them  round  their  houfes,  where  they  ferve 
! as  feats  for  their  dependants. 

Every  Raja  fets  up  in  the  principal  town  of 
I his  province,  or  nigree,  a large  ftone,  which 
: ferves  as  a memorial  of  his  reign.  In  the  prin- 
I cipal  town  of  Seba,  where  we  lay,  there  are 
i thirteen  fuch  ftones,  befides  many  fragments  of 
others,  which  had  been  fet  up  in  earlier  times, 
and  are  now  mouldering  away  ; thefe  monu- 
ments feem  to  prove  that  fome  kind  of  civil  efta- 
blifhment  here  is  of  confiderable  antiquity.  The 
lad  thirteen  reigns  in  England  make  fomething 
1 more  than  276  years. 

Many  of  thefe  Hones  are  fo  large,  that  it  is 
difficult  to  conceive  by  what  means  they  were 
brought  to  their  prefent  Ration,  efpecially  as  it 
is  the  fummit  of  a hill  j but  the  world  is  full  of 
memorials  of  human  ftrength,  in  which  the  me- 
I chanical  powers  that  have  been  fince  added  by 
I mathematical  fcience,  feem  to  be  furpalTcd ; and 
i of  fuch  monuments  there  are  not  a few  amono- 

O 

I the  remains  of  barbarous  antiquity  in  our  own 
i country,  befides  thofe  upon  Salifbury  plain, 
i Thefe  Hones  not  only  record  the  reigns  of  fuc- 
I ceffive  princes,  but  ferve  for  a purpofe  much 
more  extraordinary,  and  probably  altogether 
peculiar  to  this  country.  When  a Raja  dies,  a 
general  feaH  is  proclaimed  throughout  his  domi- 
nions, and  all  his  fubjedts  affiemble  round  thefe 
Hones  : almoH  every  living  creature  that  can  be 
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caiio-ht  is  then  killed,  and  the  feaft  lads  for  a 
lefs  or  greater  number  of  weeks  or  months,  as 
the  kingdom  happens  to  be  more  or  lefs  fur- 
nifhed  with  live  dock  at  the  time  5 the  dones 
ferve  for  tables.  When  this  madnefs  is  over,  a 
fad  mud  necedarily  enfue,  and  the  whole  king- 
dom is  obliged  to  fubfid  upon  fyrup  and  water, 
if  it  happens  in  the  dry  feafon,  when  no  veget- 
ables can  be  procured,  till  a new  dock  of  ani- 
mals can  be  raifed  from  the  few  that  have  efcaped 
by  chance,  or  been  preferved  by  policy  from  the 
general  madacre,  or  can  be  procured  from  the 
neighbouring  kingdoms.  Such,  however,  is 
the  account  that  we  received  from  Mr.  Lange. 

We  had  no  opportunity  to  examine  any  of 
their  manufaftures,  except  that  of  their  cloth, 
which  they  fpin,  weave,  and  'dye ; we  did  not 
indeed  fee  them  employed,  but  many  of  the  in- 
druments  which  they  ufe  fell  in  our  way.  We 
faw  their  machine  for  clearing  cotton  of  its 
feeds,  which  is  made  upon  the  fame  principles 
as  thole  in  Europe,  but  is  fo  fmall  that  it  might 
be  taken  for  a model,  or  a toy  : it  condds  of 
two  cylinders,  like  our  round  rulers,  fomewhat 
lefs  than  an  inch  in  diameter,  one  of  which,  be- 
ing turned  round  by  a plain  winch,  turns  the 
other  by  means  of  an  endleTs  worm ; and  the 
whole  machine  is  not  more  than  fourteen  inches 
long,  and  feven  high  : that  which  we  law  had 
been  much  ufed,  and  many  pieces  of  cotton  were 
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hano-ino-  about  it,  fo  that  there  is  no  reafon  to  ’77°- 
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doubt  its  being  a fitir  fpecimen  of  the  reft.  We  -j 

allb  once  faw  their  apparatus  for  fpinning ; it 
confided  of  a bobbin,  on  which  was  wound  a 
fmall  quantity  of  thread,  and  a kind  of  diftaff 
filled  with  cotton  •,  we  conjedured  therefore 
that  they  fpin  by  hand,  as  the  women  of  Eu- 
rope did  before  the  introdudion  of  wheels  •,  and 
I am  told  that  they  have  not  yet  found  their  way 
into  fome  parts  of  it.  Their  loom  feemed  to  be 
in  one  retped  preferable  to  ours,  for  the  web 
w'as  not  ftretched  upon  a frame,  but  extended  by 
a piece  of  wood  at  each  end,  round  one  of  which 
the  cloth  was  rolled,  and  round  the  other  the 
threads  : the  web  was  about  half  a yard  broad, 
and  the  length  of  the  fhutcle  was  equal  to  the 
breadth  of  the  web,  fo  that  probably  their 
work  goes  on  but  flowly.  That  they  dyed  this 
cloth  we  firft  guefted  from  its  colour,  and  from 
the  indigo  which  we  faw  in  their  plantations  •, 
and  our  conjedure  was  afterwards  confirmed  by 
Mr.  Lange’s  account.  I have  already  obferved, 
that  it  is  dyed  in  the  yarn,  and  we  once  faw 
them  dying  what  was  laid  to  be  girdles  for  the 
women,  of  a dirty  red,  but  with  wfiat  drug  we 
did  not  think  it  worth  while  to  inquire. 

The  religion  of  thefe  people,  according  to 
Mr.  Lange’s  information,  is  an  abfurd  kind  of 
paganifm,  every  man  chufing  his  own  god,  and 
determining  for  himfelf  how  he  ftiould  be  wor- 
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fhipped  i fo  that  there  are  almoft  as  many  gods 
and  modes  of  worfliip  as  people.  In  their  mo- 
rals, however,  they  are  faid  to  be  irreproachable, 
even  upon  the  principles  of  Chriftianity  : no 
man  is  allowed  more  than  one  wife ; yet  an 
illicit  commerce  between  the  fcxes  is  in  a man- 
ner unknown  among  them  : inftances  of  theft 
are  very  rare  ; and  they  are  fo  far  from  reveng- 
ing a fuppofed  injury  by  murder,  that  if  any  dif- 
ference arifes  between  them,  they  will  not  fo 
much  as  make  it  the  fubjeil  of  debate,  left  they 
fhould  be  provoked  to  refentment  and  ill-will, 
but  immediately  and  implicitly  refer  it  to  the 
determination  of  their  King. 

They  appeared  to  be  a healthy  and  long- 
lived  people  ; yet  fome  of  them  were  marked 
with  the  fmall-pox,  which  Mr.  Lange  told  us 
had  feveral  times  made  its  appearance  among 
them,  and  was  treated  with  the  fame  precau- 
tions as  the  plague.  As  foon  as  a perfon  was 
feized  with  the  diftemper,  he  was  removed  to 
fome  folitary  place,  very  remote  from  any  ha- 
bitation, where  the  difeafe  was  left  to  take  its 
courfe,  and  the  patient  fupplied  with  daily  food 
by  reaching  it  to  him  at  the  end  of  a long 
pole. 

Of  their  domeftic  oeconomy  we  could  learn 
but  little  : in  one  inftance  however  their  deli- 
cacy and  cleanlinefs  are  very  remarkable.  Many 
of  us  were  aftiore  here  three  fucceflive  days, 
2 from 
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from  a very  early  hour  in  the  morning  till  it  September, 
was  dark  •,  yet  we  never  faw  the  leaft  trace  of  t— -y— j 
^n  offering  to  Cloacina,  nor  could  we  fo  much 
as  gucfs  where  they  were  made.  In  a country 
fo  populous  this  IS  very  dirHcult  to  be  accounted 
for,  and  perhaps  there  is  no  other  country 
•in  the  world  where  the  lecret  is  fo  effedtually 
kept. 

The  boats  in  ufe  here  are  a kind  of  proa. 

This  ifland  was  fettled  by  the  Portuguefe  al- 
moft  as  foon  as  they  firft  found  their  way  into 
this  part  of  the  ocean ; but  they  were  in  a fliort 
time  fupplanted  by  the  Dutch.  The  Dutch 
however  did  not  take  polfelfion  of  it,  but  only 
fent  floops  to  trade  with  the  natives,  probably 
for  provifions  to  lupport  the  inhabitants  of  their 
fpice  iflands,  who  applying  themlelves  wholly 
to  the  cultivation  of  that  important  article  of 
trade,  and  laying  out  all  their  ground  in  planta- 
tions, can  breed  few  animals : poffibly  their 
fupplies  by  this  occafional  traffic  were  precari- 
ous j poffibly  they  were  jealous  of  being  fup- 
planted in  their  turn  j but  however  that  be, 
their  Eafl  India  Company,  about  ten  years  ago, 
entered  into  a treaty  with  tire  Rajas,  by  which 
the  Company  ftipulated  to  furnifh  each  of  them 
with  a certain  quantity  of  filk,  fine  linen,  cutlery 
ware,  arrack,  and  other  articles,  every  year  •,  and 
the  Rajas  engaged  that  neither  they  nor  their 
fubjedfs  fhould  trade  with  any  perfon  except  the 
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Company,  without  having  rirH;  obtained  their 
confent,  and  that  they  would  admit  a refident  on 
behalf  of  the  Company,  to  refide  upon  the 
ifland,  and  fee  that  their  part  of  the  treaty  was 
fulfilled  : they  alio  engaged  to  fupply  annually 
a certain  quantity  of  rice,  maize,  and  calevances. 
The  maize  and  calevances  are  fent  to  Timor  in 
floops,  which  are  kept  there  for  that  purpofe, 
each  of  which  is  navigated  by  ten  Indians ; and 
the  rice  is  fetched  away  annually  by  a flup  which 
brings  the  Company’s  returns,  and  anchors  alter- 
nately in  each  of  the  three  bays.  Thefe  returns 
are  delivered  to  the  Rajas  in  the  form  of  a pre- 
fent,  and  the  calk  of  arrack  they  and  their  prin- 
cipal people  never  ceafe  to  drink,  as  long  as  a 
drop  of  it  remains. 

In  confequence  of  this  treaty,  the  Dutch 
placed  three  perfons  upon  the  iQand : Mr. 
jCange,  his  colleague,  the  native  of  Timor,  the 
fon  of  an  Indian  woman  by  a Portuguefe,  and 
one  Frederick  Craig,  the  fon  of  an  Indian 
woman  by  a Dutchman.  Lange  vifits  each 
of  the  Rajas  once  in  two  months,  when  he  makes 
the  tour  of  the  ifland,  attended  by  fifty  flaves 
on  horfeback.  He  exhorts  thefe  Cliiefs  to  plant, 
if  it  appears  that  they  have  been  remifs,  and  ob- 
ferves  where  the  crops  are  got  in,  that  he  may 
order  floops  to  fetch  it ; fo  that  it  pafles  imme- 
diately from  the  ground  to  the  Dutch  flore- 
iioufes  at  I imor.  In  thefe  excurfions  he  al- 
ways 
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■wavs  carries  with  liim  fome  bottles  of  arrack,  ’77'^* 
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which  he  finds  of  great  ufe  in  opening  the  hearts 
of  the  Rajas  with  whom  he  is  to  deal. 

During  the  ten  years  that  he  had  refided  upon 
this  ifland  he  had  never  feen  a European  befides 
OLirfelves,  except  at  the  arrival  of  the  Dutch 
Ihip,  which  had  failed  about  two  months  before 
we  arrived  •,  and  he  is  now  to  be  diftinguiflied 
from  the  natives  only  by  his  colour  and  his  drefs, 
for  he  fits  upon  the  ground,  chews  his  betele, 
and  in  every  refped  has  adopted  their  charafter 
and  manners : he  has  married  an  Indian  woman 
of  the  ifland  of  Timor,  who  k-eeps  his  houfe  af- 
ter the  fafirion  of  her  country  ; and  he  gave  that 
as  a reafon  for  not  inviting  us  to  vifit  him,  fay- 
ing, that  he  could  entertain  us  in  no  other  man- 
ner than  the  Indians  had  done,  and  he  fpoke  no 
language  readily  but  that  of  the  country. 

The  office  of  Mr.  Frederick  Craig  is  to  in- 
Ilruft  the  youth  of  the  country  in  reading  and 
writing,  and  the  principles  of  the  Chriftian  reli- 
gion ; the  Dutch  having  printed  verfions  of  the 
New  Teftament,  a catechifm,  and  feveral  other 
trads,  in  the  language  of  this  and  the  neighbour- 
ing iflands.  Dr.  Solander,  who  was  at  his  houfe,' 
faw  the  books,  and  the  copy-books  alfo,  of  his 
fcholars,  many  of  whom  wrote  a very  fair  hand. 

He  boafled  that  there  were  no  lefs  than  fix  hun- 
dred Chriftians  in  the  townfhip  of  Seba;  but 
what  the  Dutch  Chrifiianity  of  thefe  Indians  may 
be,  it  is  not  perhaps  very  eafy  to  guefs,  for  there 
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is  not  a church,  nor  even  a prieft,  in  the  whole 
iiland. 

While  we  were  at  this  place,  we  made  feveral 
inquiries  concerning  the  neighbouring  idands, 
and  the  intelligence  which  we  received  is  to  the 
following  elFed: : 

A fmall  ifland  to  the  weftward  of  Savu,  the 
name  of  which  we  did  not  learn,  produces  no- 
thing of  any  confequence  but  areca-nuts,  of 
which  the  Dutch  receive  annually  the  freight  of 
two  doops,  in  return  for  prefents  that  they  make 
to  the  idanders. 

Timor  is  the  chief,  and  the  Dutch  refidents 
on  the  other  idands  go  thither  once  a year  to 
pais  their  accounts,  i he  place  is  nearly  in  the 
fame  date  as  in  Dampier  s time,  the  Dutch  hav- 
ing there  a fort  and  ftorehoufes  ; and  by  Lange’s 
account  we  might  there  have  been  fupplied  with 
every  necedary  that  we  expected  to  procure  at 
Batavia,  fait  providons  and  arrack  not  excepted. 
But  the  Portuguefe  are  dill  in  podedion  of  feve- 
ral towns  on  the  north  dde  of  the  idand,  particu- 
larly Laphao  and  Sefial. 

About  two  years  before  our  arrival,  a French 
fhip  was  wrecked  upon  the  ead  coad  of  Timor  ; 
and  after  fhe  had  lain  fome  days  upon  the  fhoal, 
a fudden  gale  broke  her  up  at  once,  and  drown- 
ed the  Captaip,  with  the  greated  part  of  the 
crew : thofe  who  got  afhore,  among  whom  was 
one  of  the  Lieutenants,  made  the  bed  of  their 
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way  to  Concordia •,  they  were  four  days  upon 
the  road,  where  they  were  obliged  to  leave  part  v— — 
of  their  company  through  fatigue,  and  the  reft, 
to  the  number  of  about  eighty,  arrived  at  the 
town.  They  were  fupplied  with  every  neceflary, 
and  fent  back  to  the  wreck,  with  proper  affift- 
ance,  for  recovering  what  could  be  fiflied  up  : 
they  fortunately  got  up  all  their  bullion,  which 
was  in  chefts,  and  feveral  of  their  guns,  which 
were  very  large.'  They  then  returned  to  the 
town,  but  their  companions  who  had  been  left 
upon  the  road  were  miffing,  having,  as  it  was 
fuppofed,  been  kept  among  the  Indians,  either 
by  perfuafion  or  force  •,  for  they  are  very  defirous 
of  having  Europeans  among  them,  to  inftrudt 
them  in  the  art  of  war.  After  a ftay  of  more 
than  two  months  at  Concordia,  their  number 
was  diminilhed  nearly  one  half  by  ficknefs,  in 
confequence  of  the  fatigue  and  hardfliip  which 
they  had  fuffered  by  the  fliipwreck,  and  the 
furvivors  were  fent  in  a fmall  veffiel  to  Europe. 

Rotte  is  in  much  the  fame  fituation  as  Savu ; 
a Dutch  fador  refides  upon  it  to  m.anage  the 
natives,  and  look  after  its  produce,  which  con- 
f fts,  among  other  articles,  of  fugar.  Formerly 
it  was  made  only  by  bruifing  the  canes,  and  boil- 
ing the  juice  to  a fyrup,  in  the  fame  manner  as 
Toddy,  but  great  improvements  have  lately 
been  made  in  preparing  this  valuable  commo- 
dity. The  thrpe  little  iftands  called  the  Solars 

are 
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ment  at  Concordia : they  are  flat  and  low,  but 
abound  with  proviflons  of  every  kind,  and  the 
middlemoll  is  faid  to  have  a good  harbour  for 
fhipping.  Ende,  another  little  ifland  to  the 
weftward  of  the  Solars,  is  ftill  in  the  hands  of 
the  Portuguefe,  who  have  a good  town  and  har- 
bour on  the  north  eaft  corner  of  it  called  Larn- 
tuca : they  had  formerly  an  harbour  on  the 
fouth  fide  of  it,  but  that,  being  much  inferior 
to  Larntuca,  has  tor  fome  time  been  altogether 
ncgledted. 

The  inhabitants  of  each  of  thefe  little  iflands 
fpeak  a language  peculiar  to  themfelves,  and  it 
is  an  objedl  of  Dutch  policy  to  prevent,  as  much 
as  poflible,  their  learning  the  language  of  each 
other.  If  they  fpoke  a common  language,  they 
would  learn,  by  a mutual  intercourfe  with  each 
other,  to  plant  fuch  things  as  would  be  of  more 
value  to  themfelves  than  their  prefent  produce, 
though  of  lefs  advantage  to  the  Dutch;  but 
their  languages  being  different,  they  can  com- 
municate no  fuch  knowledge  to  each  other,  and 
the  Dutch  fecure  to  themfelves  the  benefit  of 
fupplying  their  feveral  neceffities  upon  their  own 
terms,  which  it  is  reafonable  to  fuppofe  are  not 
very  moderate.  It  is  probably  vt^ith  a view  to 
this  advantage  that  the  Dutch  never  teach  their 
own  language  to  the  natives  of  thefe  iflands,  and 
have  been  at  the  expence  of  tranflating  the  Tef- 
4 tament 
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tament  and  catcchifms  into  the  different  languages 
of  each  ; for  in  proportion  as  Dutch  had  become  v — » 
the  language  of  their  religion,  it  would  have  be- 
come the  common  language  of  them  all. 

To  this  account  of  Savu,  I fhall  only  add  a fmall 
fpecimen  of  its  language,  by  which  it  will  appear 
to  have  fome  affinity  with  that  of  the  South  Sea 
illands,  many  of  the  words  being  exadlly  the  fame, 
and  the  numbers  manifeftly  derived  from  the  fame 
fource. 


A man^  Momonne. 

The  feety 

Dunceala. 

Awoman^  Mobunne. 

The  toeSy 

Kiffovei  yilla. 

The  heady  Catoo. 

The  armSy 

Camacoo. 

The  hairy  Rovy  catoo. 

The  handy 

Wulaba. 

The  eyeSy  Matta. 

A buffaloy 

Cabaou. 

1 Rowna  matta. 

lajhesy  \ 

A horfcy 

A bogy 

Djara. 
V avee. 

The  nofey  Swanga. 

A Jheepy 

Doomba. 

The  cheeks y Cavaranga. 

A goaty 

Kefavoo. 

The  earSy  Wodeeloo, 

A dOgy 

Guaca. 

The  tongueyY  d\o. 

A caty 

Maio. 

The  necky  Lacoco. 

A fowly 

Mannu. 

ThebreaftSy  Soofoo. 

The  taily 

Carow. 

The  nipples y Caboo  foofoo. 

The  beaky 

Pangoutoo. 

The  bellyy  Dulloo. 

Afijhy 

Ica. 

The  navely  Affoo. 

A turtky 

Unjoo. 

Thethighsy  Tooga. 

A cocoa-nut  y^\e:K\. 

T he  knees y Rootoo . 

Fan-palm. 

, Boaceree. 

The  legSy  Baibo. 

Arecay 

Calella. 

Betele^ 
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St|>temher.  _ 

» > Lime,  Aou. 

Afijh-hook,  Maanadoo. 
L‘attow,the  » 
marks  on  i T ata. 

ike  Jkin,  J 

^he  fun,  Lodo. 

The  moon,  Wurroo. 

The  fea,  Aidaffee. 
Water,  Ailea. 

Fire,  Aee. 

To  die,  Maate. 
Tojlcep,  Tabudge. 

To  rife,  Tateetoo. 
One,  UfTe. 

Two,  Lhua. 
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Three, 

Tullu. 

Four, 

Uppah. 

Five, 

L urn  me. 

Six, 

Unna. 

Seven, 

Pedu. 

Eight, 

Arru. 

Nine, 

Saou. 

Ten, 

Singooroo. 

Eleven, 

f Singurung 
1 ulTe. 

20, 

Lhuangooroo. 

100, 

Sing  affii. 

lOOO, 

Setuppah. 

10,000, 

Selacuffa, 

100,000 

, Serata. 

1,000,000,  Sereboo. 

In  this  account  of  the  ifland  of  Savu  it  muft  be 
remembered,  that  except  the  fafts  in  which  we 
were  parties,  and  the  account  of  the  objefts  which 
we  had  an  opportunity  to  examine,  the  whole  is 
founded  merely  upon  the  report  of  Mr.  Lange, 
upon  whofe  authority  alone  therefore  it  muft  reft. 
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CHAP.  X. 

The  Run  from  the  If  and  of  Sa'vu  to  Batavia-^ 
and  an  Account  of  the  Tranfadlions  there 
•while  the  Ship  was  refitting^ 

IN  the  mornmg  of  Friday  the  21ft  of  Sep-  1770. 
tember,  1770,  we  got  under  fail,  and  flood  September.^ 

away  to  the  weftward,  along  the  north  fide  of  Friday  m, 
the  illand  of  Savii,  and  of  the  fmaller  that  lies 
to  the  weftward  of  it,  which  at  noon  bore  from 
us  S.  S.  E.  diftant  two  leagues.  At  four  o’clock 
in  the  afternoon,  we  difcovered  a fmall  low 
ifland,  bearing  S.  S.  W.  diftant  three  leagues, 
which  has  no  place  in  any  chart  now  extant,  at 
leaft  in  none  that  I’ have  been  able  to  procure: 
it  lies  in  latitude  10®  47"  S.,  longitude  238° 

28'  W. 

At  noon  on  the  2 2d,  we  were  in  latitude  11®  Saturd. 

10'  S.,  longitude  240°  38'  W.  In  the  evening  of 
the  23d,  we  found  the  variation  of  the  needle  sundry  25. 
to  be  2°  44' W.*,  as  foon  as  we  got  clear  of 
the  iflands  we  had  conftantly  a fwell  from  the 
fouthward,  which  I imagined  was  not  caufed  by^- 
a wind  blowing  from  that  quarter,  but  by  the 
fea  being  fo  determined  by  the  pofition  of  the 
coaft  of  New  Holland. 
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Thurfd.  27. 


Friday  28. 
Saturd.  29. 


Sunday  30. 
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Monday  i. 
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At  noon  on  the  26th,  being  in  latitude  lo*^ 
47'  S.,  longitude  249°  52"  W.,  we  found  the 
variation  to  be  3°  lo'  W.,  and  our  fituation  to 
be  twenty-five  miles  to  the  northward  of  the  log; 
for  which  I know  not  how  to  account.  At 
noon  on  the  27th,  our  latitude  by  obfervatiofi 
was  10°  51'  S.,  which  was  agreeable  to  the  log; 
and  our  longitude  was  252'^  n'  W.  We  {leer- 
ed N.  W.  all  day  on  the  28th,  in  order  to  make 
the  land  of  Java;  and  at  noon  on  the  29th, 
our  latitude  by  obfervation  was  9°  31'  S*,  lon- 
gitude 254°  10' W. ; and  in  the  morning  of  the 
30th,  I took  into  my  pofTeffion  the  log-book 
and  journals,  at  lead  all  I could  find,  of  the  of- 
ficers, petty  officers,  and  feamen,  and  enjoined 
them  fecrecy  with  refpedl  to  where  they  had 
been. 

At  feven  in  the  evening,  being  in  the  latitude 
of  Java  Head,  and  not  feeing  any  land,  I con- 
cluded that  we  were  too  far  to  the  weftward  : I 
therefore  hauled  up  E.  N.  E.  having  before 
fleered  N.  by  E.  In  the  night,  we  had  thunder 
and  lightning ; and  about  twelve  o’clock,  by 
the  light  of  the  flafhes,  we  faw  the  land  bearing 
eafl.  I then  tacked  and  flood  to  the  S.  W.  till 
four  o’clock  in  the  morning  of  the  ift  of  O£lo- 
ber;  and  at  fix,  Java  Head,  or  the  weft  end  of 
Java,  bore  S.  E.  by  E.,  diftant  five  leagues: 
foon  after  we  faw  Prince’s  Ifland,  bearing  E.  j: 
S, ; and  at  ten,  the  ifland  of  Cracatoa,  bear- 
ing 
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ing  N.  E.  Crac.itoa  is  a remarkably  high- 
peaked  ifland,  and  at  noon  it  bore  N.  40  E. 
dirtant  feven  leagues. 

I muft  now  obferve  that,  during  our  run  from 
Savu,  I allowed  twenty  minutes  a-day  for  the 
wefterly  current,  which  I concluded  muft  run 
Rrong  at  this  time,  efpecially  off  the  coaft  of 
Java,  and  I found  that  this’  allowante  was  juft 
equivalent  to  the  effea;  of  the  current  upon  the 
Ihip. 

At  four  o’clock  in  the  morning  of  the  2d,  we 
fetched  clofe  in  with  the  coaft  of  Java,  in  fifteen 
fathom  j we  then  ftood  along  the  coaft,  and  ear- 
ly in  the  forenoon,  I fent  the  boat  afhore  to  try 
if  fhe  could  procure  fome  fruit  for  Tupia,  who 
was  very  ill,  and  fome  grafs  for  the  buffaloes 
that  were  ftill  alive.  In  an  hour  or  two  fhe  re- 
turned with  four  cocoa-nuts,  and  a fmall  bunch 
of  plantains,  which  had  been  purchafed  for  a 
Ihilling,  and  fome  herbage  for  the  cattle,  which 
the  Indians  not  only  gave  us,  but  aftifted  our 
people  to  cut.  The  country  looked  like  one 
continued  wood,  and  had  a very  pleafant  ap- 
pearance. 

About  eleven  o’clock,  we  faw  two  Dutch 
fhips  lying  off  Anger  Point,  and  I fent  Mr. 
Hicks  on  board  of  one  of  them  to  inquire  news 
of  our  country,  from  which  we  had  been  abfent 
fo  long.  In  the  mean  time  it  fell  calm,  and 
about  noon  I anchored  in  eighteen  fathom  with 
IV.  X a muddy 
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a mui^dy  bottom.  Wlien  Mr.  Hicks  returned^ 
he  reported  th^t  the  fhips  were  Ptuph  Eaft  In- 
diainen  from  Batavia,  one  of  which  was  bound 
tQ  CeyHa,  and  the  other  to  the  eoa^  of  Mala- 
bar ; and  that  there  was  alfo  a flyboat  or  packet, 
which  was  faid  to  be  fbationed  here  to  carry  let- 
ters frorn  the  DiU-ch  £hips  that  came  hither  to  Ba- 
tavia, but  which  1 rather  thinh  was  appointed 
tp  examine  all  fldps  that  pafs  the  Streight : from 
thefe  fhips  we  heard,  with  great  plealure,  that 
the  Swallow  had  been  at  Batavia  about  two  years 
before. 

At  feven  o’clock  a breeze  fprung  up  at  S.  S» 
W.,  with  which  having  w^eighed,  we  ftopd  to- 
the  £•  between  Thwart-the-way-Ifland  and 
the  Cap,  founding  from  eighteen  to  twenty-eight 
fadiQ.m  : we  had  but  little  wind  all  night,  and 
haying  a ftrong  current  againft  ys,  -we  got  no. 
further  by  eight  in  the  niorning  than  Bantam 
Point.  At  this  time  the  wind  came  to  the  N- 
IL,  and  obliged  us  to  anchor  in  two  and  twenty 
fathom,  at  about  the  diftance  of  two  miles  from 
the  fltor?  ? the  point  bore  N.  E.  by  F,.,  diftant 
one  league,  and  here  we  found  a ftrong  current 
fetting  tQ  the  N.  W.  In  the  morning  we  had 
feen  the  Dutch  packet  ftanding  after  us,  but 
when  the  wind  Ihifted  to  the  N.  E.  fhe  bore 
away. 

At  fix  o’clock  in  the  evening,  the  wind  hav- 
ing obligeei  us  to  continue  at  anchor,  one  of  the 

country 
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tolintry  boats  came  along- fide  of  us,  on  board 
of  which  was  the  Mafter  of  the  packet.  He 
feemed  to  have  two  motives  for  his  vifit^  one  to 
take  an  account  of  the  fliip,  and  the  other  to 
fell  us  refrelhments  ; for  in  the  boat  were  turtle, 
fowls,  ducks,  parrots,  paroquets,  rice-birds^ 
monkies,  and  other  articles,  which-  they  held  at 
a very  high  price,  and  brought  to  a bad  market, 
for  our  Savu  ftock  was  not  yet  expended  : how- 
ever, I gave  a Spanifii  dollar  for  a fmall  turtle, 
which  weighed  about  fix  and  thirty  pounds  j I 
gave  al(b  a dollar  for  ten  large  fowls,  arid  after- 
wards bought  fifteen  more  at  the  fame  price  5 
for  a dollar  we  might  alfo  have  bought  two 
monkies,  or  a whole  cage  of  rice-birds.  The 
Mafter  of  the  (loop  brought  with  him  two 
books,  in  one  of  which  he  defired  that  any  of 
our  officers  would  write  down  the  name  of  the 
ffiip  and  its  Commander,  with  that  of  the  place 
from  which  ffie  failed,  and  of  the  port  to  which 
fhe  was  bound,  with  fuch  other  particulars  re- 
lating to  themfelves,  as  they  might  think  proper^ 
for  the  information  of  any  of  our  friends  thgt 
fhould  come  after  us : and  in  the  other  he  en- 
tered the  names  of  the  fhip  and  the  Commander, 
himfelf,  in  order  to  tranfmit  them  to  the  Gover- 
nor and  Council  of  the  Indies.  We  perceived 
that  in  the  firft  book  many  fhips,  particularly 
Portuguefe,  had  made  entries  of  the  fame  kind 
with  that  for  which  it  was  prefented  to  us.  Mr. 
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1770.  Hicks,  however,  having  written  the  name  of 
the  fhip,  only  added  “ from  Europe.”  He 
Wedner.3.  notice  of  this,  but  faid,  that  he  was  fatif- 

fied  with  any  thing  we  thought  fit  to  write,  it 
being  intended  merely  for  the  information  of 
thofe  who  fhould  inquire  after  us  from  motives 
of  friendfhip. 

Elaving  made  feveral  attempts  to  fail  with  a 
wind  that  would  not  ftem  the  current,  and  as 
often  come  to  an  anchor,  a proa  came  along-fide 
Friday  5.  of  US  in  the  morning  of  the  5th,  in  which  was 
a Dutch  officer,  who  fent  me  down  a printed 
paper  in  Engliffi,  duplicates  of  which  he  had  in 
other  languages,  particularly  in  French  and 
Dutch,  all  regularly  figned,  in  the  name  of  the 
Governor  and  Council  of  the  Indies,  by  their 
fccretary : it  contained  nine  queftions,  very  ill 
cxpreffed,  in  the  following  terms  : 

“ I.  To  what  nation  the  fliip  belongs,  and 
“ its  nnme  ? 

“ 2.  If  it  comes  from  Europe,  or  any  other 
“ place  ? 

“ 3.  From  what  place  it  laftly  departed  from  ? 
“ 4.  Whereunto  defigned  to  go  ? - 
“ 5.  What  and  how  many  fhips  of  the  Dutch 
“ Company  by  departure  from  the  laft  fliore 
there  layed,  and  their  names  ? 

“ 6.  If  one  or  more  of  thefe  (hips  in  compa- 
ny  with  this,  is  departed  for  this  or  any 
“ other  place? 

“ 7.  If 
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“ 7,  If  during  the  voyage  any  particularities 

“ is  happened  or  feen?  ' 

8.  If  not  any  fhips  in  fea,  or  the  Streights 
“ of  Sunda,  have  feen  or  hailed  in,  and  which  ? 

“ 9.  If  any  other  news  worth  of  attention,  at 
“ the  place  from  whence  the  Ihip  laftly  depart- 
“ ed,  or  during  the  voyage,  is  happened  ? 

“ Batavia,  in  the  Caftle. 

“ By  order  of  the  Governor  General 
“ and  the  Counfellors  of  India, 

“ J.  Brander  Bungl,  Sec.” 

Of  thefe  queftions  I anfwered  only  the  firll 
and  the  fourth  ; which  when  the  officer  faw, 
he  faid  anfwers  to  the  reft  were  of  no  confe- 
quence : yet  he  immediately  added,  that  he 
muft  fend  that  very  paper  away  to  Batavia,  and 
that  it  would  be  there  the  next  day  at  noon.  I 
have  particularly  related  this  incident,  becaufe 
I have  been  credibly  informed  that  it  is  but  of 
late  years  that  the  Dutch  have  taken  upon  them 
to  examine  fhips  that  pafs  through  this  Streight. 

At  ten  o’clock  the  fame  morning,  we  weigh- 
ed, with  a light  breeze  at  S.  W. ; but  did  little 
more  than  ftem  the  current,  and  about  two 
o’clock  anchored  again  under  Bantam  Point, 
where  we  lay  till  nine  ■,  a light  breeze  then 
fpringing  up  at  S.  E.  we  weighed  and  flood  to 
the  eaftward  till  ten  o’clock  the  next  morning,  Saturd.6, 
y^h'en  the  current  obliged  us  again  to  anchor  in 
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twenty-two  fathom,  Pulababi  bearing  E.  by  S. 
4 S.  diftant  between  three  and  four  miles.  Hav- 
ing alternately  weighed  and  anchored  feveral 
times,  till  lour  in  the  afternoon  of  tire  7th,  we 
then  ftood  to  the  caftward,  with  a very  faint 
breeze  at  N.  E.  and  paOed  Wapen  Idaiid,  and 
the  firft  ifland  to  the  eaftwnrd  of  it ; when  the 
wind  dying  away,  we  were  carried  by  the  cur- 
rent between  the  firft  and  fecond  of  the  iflands 
that  lie  to  the  eaftward  of  Wapen  Ifiand,  where 
we  were  obliged  to  anchor  in  thirty  fathom, 
being  very  near  a ledge  of  rocks  that  run  out 
from  one  of  the  ifiands.  At  tw'o  the  next 
morning  we  weighed  with  the  land  wind  at 
fouth,  and  ftood  out  clear  of  the  fhoal ; but  be- 
fore noon  w'ere  obliged  to  come  to  again  in 
twenty -eight  fathom,  near  a fmall  ifiand  among 
thofe  that  are  called  the  thoufand  Ifiands,  which 
we  did  not  find  laid  down  in  any  chart.  Pulo 
Pare  at  this  time  bore  E.  N.  E.  diftance  be- 
tween  fix  and  feven  miles. 

Mr.  Banks  and  Dr.  Solander  went  alhore  up- 
on the  ifiand,  which  they  found  not  to  be  more 
than  'five  hundred  yards  long,  and  one  hundrecl 
broad  ; yet  there  was  a houfe  upon  it,  and  a 
fmall  plantation,  where  among  other  things  was 
the  Palma  Chrijli^  from  which  the  caftor  oil  is 
made  in  the  Weft  Indies:  they  made  a fmall 
addition  to  their  colledlion  of  plants,  and  firot  a 
bat,  v/hofe  wings  wl^en  extended  meafured  three 
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feet  from  point  to  point : they  fhot  alfb  fo-ut* 
plovers,  which  cxatftly  refembled  the  goldell 
plover  of  England.  Soon  after  they  returned,  a 
Email  Indian  boat  came  along-fide  with  two  Ma- 
lays on  board,  who  brought  three  turtles,-  fOiife 
dried  fifh,  and  a few  pumpkins we  bought  the 
turtle,  which  altogether  weighed  a hundred  and 
forty-Ex  pounds,  for  a dollar,  and  cohriderihg 
that  we  had  lately  paid  the  Dutchman  a dollar 
for  one  that  weighed  only  fix  and  thirty  pounds, 
we  thought  we  hid  a good  bargain.  The  feller 
appeared  equally  fatisfied,  ahd  \ve  then  treated 
with  him  for  his  pumpkins,  for  which  he  was 
very  unwilling  to  take  any  money  but  a dollaf; 
we  laid  that  a whole  dollar  was  greatly  too 
much  ; to  which  he  readily  alfented,  but  defired 
that  we  would  cut  one  and  give  him  a part:  at 
laft,  however,  a fine  fhining  Portuguefe  petack 
tempted  him,  and  for  that  he  fold  us  his  whole 
Rock  of  pumpkins,  being  in  number  twenty- 
fix.  At  parting,  he  made  figns  that  v*e  Ihould 
not  tell  at  Batavia  that  any  boat  had  been  aboard 
us. 

'We  were  not  able  to  weather  Pulo  Pare  this 
day,  but  getting  the  land  wdnd  at  fouth  about 
ten  o’clock  at  night,  we  weighed  and  flood  to 
the  E.  S.  E.  all  night.  At  ten  in  the  morning,  Tuefdayg 
we  anchored  again,  to  wait  for  the  fea  breeze  j 
and  at  noon  it  fpfung  up  at  N,  N.  E.  v/ith 
which  we  flood  in  for  Batavia  road,  where 
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T770.  at  four  o’clock  in  the  afternoon  we  came  to  an 

Odiobber, 

anchon 

ruefdayg.  found  here  the  Harcourt  Indiaman  from 

England,  two  Englilh  private  traders  of  that 
country,  thirteen  fail  of  large  Dutch  fhips,  and 
a confiderable  number  of  fmall  velTels.  A boat 
came  immediately  on  board  from  a fliip  which 
had  a broad  pendant  flying,  and  the  officer  who 
commanded  having  inquired  who  we  were,  and 
whence  we  came,  immediately  returned  with 
fuch  anfwers  as  we  thought  fit  to  give  him  : 
both  he  and  his  people  were  as  pale  as  fpedlres, 
a lad  prelage  of  our  lufferings  in  fo  unhealthy  a 
country ; but  our  people,  who,  except  Tupia, 
were  all  rqfy  and  plump,  feemed  to  think  them- 
felves  fo  feafoned  by  various  climates  that  no- 
thing could  hurt  them.  In  the  mean  time,  I 
fent  a Lieutenant  alhore  to  acquaint  the  Gover- 
nor of  our  arrival,  and  to  make  an  excufe  for 
our  not  fainting  ; for  as  I could  falute  with 
only  three  guns,  except  the  fwivels,  \%hich  I was 
of  opinion  would  not  be  heard,  1 thought  it  was 
better  to  let  it  alone.  As  foon  as  the  boat  was 
difpatched  the  carpenter  delivered  me  an  account 
of  the  defedls  of  the  fliip,  of  which  the  follow* 
ing  is  a copy  ; 

“ 1 he  defedls  of  his  Majefty’s  bark  Endeavour, 
“ Lieutenant  James  Cook  Commander. 

“ The  fliip  very  leaky,  as  fhe  makes  from 
“ twelve  to  fix  inches  water  an  hour,  occafioned 

“ by 
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by  her  main  keel  being  wounded  in  many 

places,  and  the  fcarfs  of  her  flern  being  very 
“ open  : the  falfekeel  gone  beyond  the  midIhips 
“ from  forward,  and  perhaps  farther,  as  I had 
“ no  opportunity  of  leeing  for  the  water  when 
“ hauled  afhore  for  repairing:  wounded  on  the 
“ larboardfide  under  the  main  channel,  where 
“ I imagine  the  greateft  leak  is,  but  could  not 
“ come  at  it  for  the  water : one  pump  on  the 
“ larboard  hde  ufelefs ; the  others  decayed 
“ within  an  inch  and  an  half  of  the  bore.  Ocher- 
“ wife  mafts,  yards,  boats,  and  hull,  in  pretty 
“ good  condition.” 

As  it  was  the  univerfal  opinion  that  the  fhip 
could  not  fafely  proceed  to  Europe  without  an 
examination  of  her  bottom,  I determined  to 
apply  for  leave  to  heave  her  down  at  this  place  ; 
and  as  I underftood  that  it  would  be  necelfary  to 
make  this  application  in  writing,  I drew  up  a 
requeft,  and  the  next  morning,  having  got  it 
tranflated  into  Dutch,  we  all  went  afhore. 

We  repaired  immediately  to  the  houfe  of 
Mr.  Leith,  the  only  Englifhman  of  any  credit 
who  is  refident  at  this  place ; he  received  us 
with  great  politencfs,  and  engaged  us  to  dinner: 
to  this  gentleman  we  applied  for  indrudtions 
how  to  provide  ourfelves  with  lodgings  and 
neceffaries  while  we  fliould  ftay  afliore,  and  he 
told  us,  that  there  was  a hotel,  or  kind  of  inn, 
kept  by  the  order  of  government,  where  all 
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oaoL°;.  and  ftrangcrs  were  obliged  to  refide, 

paying  half  per  cent  upon  the  value  of  their 
• goods  for  warehoufe  room,  which  the  mafter  of 
the  houfe  was  obliged  to  provide;  but  that  as  we 
came  in  a King’s  fliip,  we  fliould  be  at  liberty 
to  live  where  we  pleafed,  upon  aflcing  the  Go^ 
vernor’s  perminion,  which  would  be  granted  of 
couife.  lie  laid,  that  it  would  be  cheaper  for 
ns  to  take  a houfe  in  the  town,*  and  bring  our 
own  fervants  albore,  if  we  had  any  body  upon 
whom  we  could  depend  to  buy  in  our  provi- 
fions;  but  as  this  was  not  the  cafe,  having  no 
perfon  among  us  who  could  fpeak  the  INdalay 
language,  our  gentlemen  determined  to  go  to 
the-hotel.  At  the  hotel,  therefore,  beds'were 
immediately  hired,  and  word  was  fent  that  we 
fhoLild  lleep  there  at  night. 

At  five  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  I was  intro- 
duced to  the  Governor-general,  who  received 
me  very  courteoufly  ; he  told  me,  that  I fhould 
have  every  thing  I wanted,  and  that  in  the 
morning  my  requeft  lliould  be  laid  before  the 
council,  which  I was  defired  to  attend. 

About  nine  o’clock,  we  had  a dreadful  ftorm 
of  thunder,  lightning,  and  rain,  during  which 
the  main-maft  of  one  of  the  Dutch  Eaft  India- 
men  was  fplit,  and  carried  away  by  the  deck  j 
the  main-top-maft  and  top-gallant-mafl:  were 
fbivered  all  to  pieces ; (he  had  an  iron  fpindle 
at  the  main.top.gallant-maft-head,  which  pro- 
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bably  direded  the  ftroke.  This  Ibip  lay  not 

more  than  the  diftance  of  two  cables’  length  ' — -v— — » 

from  ours,  and  in  all  probability  we  fliould  have 

fhared  the  fame  fate^  but  for  the  eledrical  chain 

which  we  had  but  juft  got  up,  and  which  con- 

duded  the  lightning  over  the  fide  of  the  Ihip  ; 

but  though  we  efcaped  the  lightning,  the  explo- 

fion  ihook  us  like  an  earthquake,  the  chain  at 

the  fame  time  appearing  like  a line  of  fire:  a 

cenfmel  was  in  the  adion  of  charging- his  piece, 

and  the  (hock  forced  the  muftcec  out  qf  his  >■ 

’ hand,  and  broke  the  rammer  rod.  Upon  this 
occafion,  I cannot  but  earneftly  recommend 
chains  of  the  fame  kind  to  every  fhip,  whatever 
be  her  deftination,  and  I hope  that  the  fate  of 
the  Dutchman  will  be  a warning  to  all  who  fhall 
read  this  narrative,  againft  having  an  iron 
fpindle  at  the  maft-head. 

The  next  morning,  I attended  at  the  council-  Thurfd-  u. 
chamber,  and  was  told  that  I fliould  have  every 
thing  I wanted.  In  the  mean  time,  the  gentle- 
men afliore  agreed  with  the  keeper  of  the  hotel 
for  their  lodging  and  board,  at  the  rate  of  two 
rix-dollars,  or  nine  fliillings  fterling  a day  for 
each  i and  as  there  were  five  of  them,  and  they 
would  probably  have  many  vifitors  from  the 
fhip,  he  agreed  to  keep  them  a feparate  table, 
upon  condition-  that  they  fliould  pay  one  rix- 
dollar  for  the  dinner  of  every  ftranger,  and 
another  for  his  fupper  and  bed,  if  he  fliould 

fleep 
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oaoiTer  afliore  Under  this  rtipulation  they  were 

« » to  be  furniflied  with  tea,  coffee,  punch,  pipes 

Thuf.d.  II,  tobacco,  for  themlelves  and  their  friends,  as 
nauch  as  they  could  coniume  j they  were  alfo  to 
pay  half  a rupee,  or  one  fhilling  and  three  pence 
a day,  for  each  of  their  fervants. 

7 hey  foon  learnt  that  thefe  rates  were  more 
than  double  the  common  charges  of  board  and 
lodging  in  the  town,  and  their  table,  though 
it  had  the  appearance  of  magnificence,  was 
wretchedly  ferved.  Their  dinner  confided  of 
one  courfe  of  fifteen  diflaes,  and  their  fupper  of* 
one  courle  of  thirteen,  but  nine  or  ten  of  them 
confided  of  bad  poultry,  varioufiy  dreffed,  and 
often  ferved  up  the  fecond,  third,  and  even  the 
fourth  time  : the  fame  duck  having  appeared 
more  than  once  roaded,  found  his  way  again  to 
the  table  as  a fricafee,  and  a fourth  time  in  the 
form  of  forced  meat.  It  was  not  long,  how- 
ever, before  they  learnt  that  this  treatment  was 
only  by  way  of  efifay,  and  that  it  Vv'as  the  invari- 
able cudom  of  the  houfe,  to  fupply  all  drangers, 
at  their  fird  coming,  with  fuch  fare  as  could  be 
procured  for  the  lead  money,  and  confequently 
would  produce  the  mod  gain  : that  if  either 
through  indolence  or  good-nature  they  were 
content,  it  was  continued  for  the  benefit  of  the 
hod,  but  that  if  they  complained,  it  was  gra- 
dually amended  till  they  were  fatisfied,  which 
fometimes  happened  before  they  had  the  worth' 
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of  their  money.  After  this  difcovery,  they  re- 
monftrated,  and  their  fare  became  better  •,  how-  < — ^ — » 
ever,  after  a few  days,  Mr.  Banks  hired  a little 
houfe,  the  next  door  on  the  left  hand  to  the 
hotel,  for  himfelf  and  his  party,  for  which  he 
paid  after  the  rate  of  ten  rix-dollars,  or  two  ^ 

pounds  five  {hillings  fterling  a month  ; but  here 
they  were  very  far  from  having  either  the  con- 
venience or  the  privacy  which  they  expedled  ; no 
perfon  was  permiitted  to  fleep  in  this  private  houfe 
occafionally,  as  a gueft  to  the  perfon  who  hired 
it,  under  a penalty,  but  ahnoft  every  Dutch- 
man that  went  by  ran  in  without  any  ceremony, 
to  aflc  what  they  fol !,  there  having  been  very 
feldom  any  private  perfons  at  Batavia  who  had 
not  fomiething  to  fell.  Every  body  here  hires  a 
carriage,  and  Mr.  Banks  hired  two.  They  are 
open  chaifes,  made  to  hold  two  people,  and 
driven  by  a man  fitting  on  a coach-box  j for 
each  of  thefe  he  paid  two  rix-dollars  a day. 

As  foon  as  he  was  fettled  in  his  new  habita- 
tion, he  fent  for  Tupia,  who  till  now  had  con- 
tinued on  board  upon  account  of  his  illnefs, 
which  w'as  of  the  bilious  kind,  and  for  which  he 
had  obftinately  refufed  to  take  any  medicine. 

He  foon  came  afhore,  with  his  boy  Tayeto,  and 
though  while  he  w'as  on  board,  and  after  he 
came  into  the  boat,  he  was  exceedingly  lifllefs 
and  dejedted,  he  no  fooner  entered  the  town 
than  he  feemed  to  be  animated  with  a new  foul. 

The  houfes,  carriages,  flrcets,  people,  and  a 

multiplicity 
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oa£‘r.  of  othef  objefts,  all  new,  which 

iwTir'  produced  an  efFefb 

like  the  fudden  and  fecret  power  that  is  ima- 
gined of  fafcination.  Tayeto  exprelTed  his 
wonder  and  delight  with  ftill  lefs  reflrainr^ 
and  danced  along  the  ftreet  in  a kind  of  extafy, 
examining  every  objefl:  with  a relUefs  and  eager 
curiofity,  which  was  every  moment  excited  and 
gratified.  One  of  the  firft  things  that  Tiipia 
remarked,  was  the  various  drefles  of  the  paffing 
multitude,  concerning  which  he  made  many 
inquiries;  and  when  lie  was  told  that  in  this 
place  where  people  of  many  different  nations 
were  affembled,  every  one  wore  the  habit  of  his 
country,  he  defired  that  he  might  conform  to 
the  CLiftom,  and  appear  in  that  of  Otaheite. 
South  Sea  cloth  was  therefore  fent  for  from  the 
fhip,  and  he  equipped  himlelf  with  great  expe- 
dition and  dexterity.  The  people  who  had  feen 
Otourou,  the  Indian  who  had  been  brouo-ht 

G 

hither  by  M.  Bougainville,  inquired  whether 
Tupia  was  not  the  fame  perfon  : from  thefe  in- 
quiries, we  learnt  who  it  was  that  we  had  fup- 
pofed  to  be  Spaniards,  from  the  accounts  that 
had  been  given  of  two  lliips  by  the  Iflanders. 

In  the  mean  time,  I procured  an  order  to  the 
fuperintendant  of  the  ifiand  of  Onruft,  where 
the  fliip  was  to  be  repaired,  to  receive  her 
there  ; and  fent  by  one  of  the  fhips  that  failed 
for  Holland,  on  account  of  our  arrival  here. 


to 
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to  Mr,  Stephens,  the  Secretary  to  the  Admi- 
ralty. 

The  expences  that  would  be  incurred  by  re- 
pairing and  refitting  the  llfip,  rendered  it  necel'- 
iary  for  me  to  take  up  money  in  this  place, 
which  1 imagined  might  be  done  without  diffi- 
culty, but  I foiind  myfelf  miftaken  j for  after 
the  moft  diligent  inquiry,  I could  not  find  any 
private  perfon  that  had  ability  and  inclination  to 
advance  the  fum  that  I wanted.  In  this  difficulty 
I applied  to  the  Governor  himfelf,  by  a written 
requeft,  in  confequence  of  which,  the  Sheban- 
der  had  orders  to  fupply  me  with  what  money 
1 fhould  require  out  of  the  Company’s  Trea- 
fury. 

On  the  1 8th,  as  foon  as  it  w^as  light,  having 
by  feveral  accidents  and  miftakes  fuffered  a de- 
lay of  many  days,  I took  up  the  anchor,  and 
ran  down  to  Onruft : a few  days  afterwards, 
we  went  along-fide  of  the  wharf,  on  Cooper’s 
Ifland,  which  lies  clofe  to  Onruft,  in  order  to 
takeout  our  ftores. 

By  this  time,  having  been  here  only  nine 
days,  we  began  to  feel  the  fatal  effeds  of  the 
climate  and  fituauon.  Tupia,  after  the  flow  of 
fpirits  which  the  novelties  of  the  place  pro- 
duced upon  his  firft  landing,  funk  on  a fudden, 
and  grew  every  day  worfe  and  worfe.  Tayeto 
was  feized  with  an  inflammation  upon  his  lungs, 
Mr.  Banks’s  two  fervants  became  very  ill,  and 

himfelf 
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himi'elf  and  Dr.  Solander  were  attacked  by 
fevers  : in  a few  days,  almoft  every  perfon  both 
on  board  and  afnore  were  fick ; affefled,  no 
doubt,  by  the  low  fwampy  fituation  of  the 
place,  and  the  numberlei's  dirty  canals  which 
interred  the  town  in  all  diredions.  On  the 
26th,  1 fet  up  the  tent  for  the  reception  of  the 
fldp’s  company,  of  whom  there  was  but  a fmall 
number  able  to  do  duty.  Poor  Tupia,  of  whofe 
life  we  now  began  to  defpair,  and  who  till  this 
time  had  continued  aihore  with  Mr.  Banks, 
defired  to  be  removed  to  the  Ihip,  where,  he 
faid,  he  Ihould  breathe  a freer  air  than  amono- 
the  numerous  houfes  which  obftruded  it  a- 
Hiore:  on  board  the  fliip,  however,  he  could 
not  go,  for  hie  was  unrigged,  and  preparing  to 
be  laid  down  at  the  careening-place ; but  on 
the  28th,  Mr,  Banks  went  with  him  to  Cooper’s 
I Hand,  or,  as  it  is  called  here,  Kuypor,  where 
file  lay,  and  as  he  feemed  pleafed  with  the  fpot, 
a tent  was  there  pitched  for  him  : at  this  place 
both  the  fea  breeze  and  the  land  breeze  blew 
diredly  over  him,  and  he  exprefied  great  fatis- 
fadion  in  his  fituation.  Mr.  Banks,  whofe  hu- 
manity kept  him  two  days  with  this  poor  Indian, 
returned  to  the  town  on  the  30th,  and  the  fits 
of  his  intermittent,  which  was  now  become  a 
regular  tertian,  were  lb  violent  as  to  deprive 
him  of  his  lenfes  while  they  lafted,  and  leave 
him  fo  weak  that  he  was  Icarcely  able  to  crawl 

down 
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down  ftairs  : at  this  time,  Dr.  Solander’s  diior- 

der  alfo  increafed,  and  Mr.  Monkhoufe,  the  ^ — > 

Surgeon,  was  confined  to  his  bed. 

On  the  5th  of  November,  after  many  delays 
in  confeqiience  of  the  Dutch  fhips  coming 
along  fide  the  wharfs  to  load  pepper,  the  fhip 
was  laid  down,  and  the  fame  day,  Mr.  Monk- 
houfe, our  Surgeon,  a fenfiblelkilful  man,  fell  the 
firfl:  facrifice  to  this  fatal  country,  a lofs  which 
was  greatly  aggravated  by  our  fituation.  Dr. 

Solander  was  juft  able  to  attend  his  funeral,  but 
Mr.  Banks  was  confined  to  his  bed.  Our  dif- 
trefs  was  now  very  great,  and  the  profpedt  be- 
fore us  difcouraging  in  the  higheft  degree  : our 
danger  was  not  fuch  as  we  could  furmount  by 
any  efforts  of  our  own  j courage,  fkill,  and 
diligence  were  all  equally  ineffedtual,  and  death 
was  every  day  making  advances  upon  us,  where 
we  could  neither  refill  nor  fly.  Malay  fervants 
were  hired  to  attend  the  lick,  but  they  had  fo 
little  fenfe  either  of  duty  or  humanity,  that 
they  could  not  be  kept  within  call,  and  the  pa- 
tient was  frequently  obliged  to  get  out  of  bed 
to  feek  them.  On  the  9th,  we  loft  our  poor  9* 
Indian  boy  Tayeto,  and  Tupia  was  fo  much 
affeaed,  that  it  was  doubted  whether  he  would 

furvive  till  the  next  day. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  bottom  of  the  Ihip  be- 
ing examined,  was  found  to  be  in  a worfe  con-  • 
didon  than  we  apprehended  : the  falfe  keel  was 
'VoL,  IV.  Y all 
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all  gone  to  within  twenty  feet  of  the  ftern  poll  j 
the  main  keel  was  confiderably  ihjnred  in  many 
places*,  and  a great  quantity  of  the  flieathing 
was  torn  off,  and  feveral  planks  were  much 
damaged  ; two  of  them,  and  the  half  of  a third, 
under  the  main  channel  near  the  keel,  were,  for 
the  length  of  fix  feet,  fo  worn,  that  they  were 
not  above  an  eighth  part  of  an  inch  thick,  and 
here  the  worms  had  made  their  way  quite  into 
the  timbers  *,  yet  in  this  condition  fhe  had  failed 
many  hundred  leagues,  where  navigation  is  as 
dangerous  as  in  any  part  of  the  world : how 
much  mifery  did  we  efcape,  by  being  ignorant 
that  fo  confiderable  a part  of  the  bottom  of  the 
veflel  was  thinner  than  the  foie  of  a fhoe,  and 
that  every  life  on  board  depended  upon  fo  flight 
and  fragile  a barrier  between  us  and  the  unfa- 
thomable ocean ! It  feemed,  however,  that  we 
had  been  preferved  only  to  perifli  here;  Mr. 
Banks  and  Dr.  Solander  were  fo  bad  that  the 
phyfician  declared  they  had  no  chance  for  reco- 
very but  by  removing  into  the  country ; a houfe 
was  therefore  hired  for  them  at  the  diftance  of 
about  two  miles  from  the  town,  which  belonged 
to  the  mafter  of  the  hotel,  who  engaged  to  fur- 
nifli  them  with  provifions,  and  the  ufe  of  flaves. 
As  they  had  already  experienced  their  want  ofin- 
fluenceover  flaves  that  had  other  mailers,  and  the 
unfeeling  inattention  of  thefe  fellows  to  the  fick, 
they  bought  each  of  them  a Malay  woman, 

which 
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which  removed  both  the  caufes  of  their  being 
fo  ill  ferved  ; the  women  were  their  own  pro-  v— — » 
perty,  and  the  tendernefs  of  the  fex,  even  here, 
made  them  good  nurfes.  While  thefe  prepa- 
rations were  making,  they  received  an  account 
of  the  death  of  Tupia,  who  funk  at  once  after 
the  Jofs  of  the  boy,  whom  he  loved  with  the 
tendernefs  of  a parent. 

By  the  14th,  the  bottom  of  the  fhip  was  Wednef.14, 
thoroughly  repaired,  and  very  much  to  my  fa- 
tisfadlion:  it  would,  indeed,  be  injuftice  to  the 
officers  and  workmen  oi  this  yard,  not  to  de- 
clare that,  in  my  opinion,  there  is  not  a marine 
yard  in  the  world,  where  a fhip  can  be  laid 
down  with  more  convenience,  fafety,  and  dif- 
patch,  nor  repaired  with  more  diligence  and 
(kill.  At  this  place  they  heave  down  by  two 
mails,  a method  which  we  do  not  now  pradife ; 
it  is,  however,  unqueftionably  more  fafe  and  ex- 
peditious to  heave  down  with  two  mads  than 
one,  and  he  mud  have  a good  diare  of  bigotry 
to  old  cudoms,  and  an  equal  want  of  common 
fenfe,  who  will  not  allow  this,  after  feeing  with 
what  facility  the  Dutch  heave  down  their  larged 
Ihips  at  this  place. 

Mr.  Banks  and  Dr.  Solander  recovered  dowly 
at  their  country-houfe,  which  was  not  only  open 
to  the  fea  breeze,  but  fituated  upon  a running 
dream,  which  greatly  contributed  to  the  circu- 
lation of  the  air : but  I was  now  taken  ill  my- 

Y 2 felf; 


3H 

\?7o. 
November. 
V-  — .III../ 
Wednaf.  14, 


Monday  26. 


LIEUTENANT  COOK’s  VOYAGE! 

lelf ; Mr.  Sporing,  and  a feaman  who  had  at- 
tended Mr.  Banks,  were  alfo  feixed  with  inter- 
mittents ; and  indeed  there  was  not  more  than 
ten  of  the  whole  fliip’s  company  that  were  able 
to  do  duty. 

We  proceeded  however  in  rigging  the  fhip, 
and  getting  water  and  ftores  aboard  : the  water 
we  were  obliged  to  procure  from  Batavia,  at  the 
rate  of  fix  fliillings  and  eight  pence  a leager,  or 
one  hundred  and  fifty  gallons. 

About  the  26th,  the  wefterly  monfoon  fetin, 
which  generally  blows  here  in  the  night  from 
the  S.  W.  and  in  the  day  from  the  N.  W.  or  N. 
For  fome  nights  before  this,  we  had  very  heavy 
rain,  with  much  thunder  and  in  the  night  be- 
tween the  25th  and  26th,  fuch  rain  as  we  had 
feldom  feen,  for  near  four  hours  without  inter- 
mifiion.  Mr.  Banks’s  houfe  admitted  the  wa- 
ter in  every  part  like  a fieve,  and  it  ran  through 
the  lower  rooms  in  a ftream  that  would  have 
turned  a mill ; he  was  by  this  time  fufficiently 
recovered  to  go  out,  and  upon  his  entering  Ba- 
tavia the  next  morning,  he  was  much  furprifed 
to  fee  the  bedding  every  where  hung  out  to 
dry. 

The  wet  feafon  was  now  fet  in,  though  we  had 
fome  intervals  of  fair  weather.  The  frogs  in 
the  ditches,  which  croak  ten  times  louder  than 
any  frogs  in  Europe,  gave  notice  of  rain  by  an 
inceflant  noife  that  was  almoft  intolerable,  and 
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the  gnats  and  mufquitos,  which  had  been  very 
troublefome  even  during  the  dry  weather,  were 
now  become  innumerable,  fwarming'from  every 
plafli  of  water  like  bees  from  a hive  ; they  did 
not,  however,  much  incommode  us  in  the 
day,  and  the  Rings,  however  troublefome  at 
firft,  never  continued  to  itch  above  half  an 
’hour,  fo  that  none  of  us  felt  in  the  day,  the 
effefts  of  the  wounds  they  had  received  in  the 

pight. 

On  the  8th  of  December,  the  flup  being  per- 
feftly  refitted,  and  having  taken  in  moft  of  her 
water  and  ftores,  and  received  the  fick  on  board, 
we  ran  up  to  Batavia  Road,  and  anchored  in 
four  fathom  and  an  half  of  water. 
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From  this  time,  to  the  24th,  we  were  em-  Monday  24. 
ployed  in  getting  on  board  the  remainder  of  our 
water  and  provifions,  with  fome  new  pumps, 
and  in  feveral  other  operations  that  were  necef- 
fary  to  fit  the  Ihip  for  the  fea,  all  which  would 
have  been  effected  much  fooner,  if  ficknefs  and 
death  had  not  difabled  or  carried  off  a great 
number  of  our  men. 

While  we  lay  here,  the  Earl  of  Elgin,  Cap- 
tain Cook,  a Ihip  belonging  to  the  Englifli  Eaft 
India  Company,  came  to  an  anchor  in  the  Road. 

She  was  bound  from  Madrafs  to  China,  but 
having  loft  her  paffage,  put  in  here  to  wait  for 
the  next  feafon.  The  Phoenix,  Captain  Black, 
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an  Englifh  country  Ihip,  from  Bencoolen,  alfo 
came  to  an  anchor  at  this  place. 

In  the  afternoon  of  Chriftmas  eve,  the  24th, 

I took  leave  of  the  Governor,  and  feveral  of  the 
principal  gentlemen  of  the  place,  with  whom  I 
had  formed  connexions,  and  from  whom  I receiv- 
ed every  pofhble  civility  and  alTillance-,  but  in  the 
mean  time  an  accident  happened,  which  might 
have  produced  dilagreeable  confequences.  A 
feaman  had  run  away  from  one  of  the  Dutch 
fhips  in  the  Road,  and  entered  on  board  of 
mine:  the  Captain  had  applied  to  the  Gover- 
nor, to  reclaim  him  as  a iubjedl  of  Holland, 
and  an  order  for  that  purpofe  was  procured : 
this  order  was  brought  to  me  foon  after  I re- 
turned from  my  lad  vifit,  and  I faid,  that  if  the 
man  appeared  to  be  a Dutchman,  he  (hould 
certainly  be  delivered  up.  Mr.  Hicks  com- 
manded on  board,  and  1 gave  the  Dutch  ofEcer 
an  order  to  him,  to  deliver  the  man  up  under 
that  condition.  I flept  myfelf  this  night  onihore, 
and  in  the  morning,  the  Captain  of  the  Dutch 
Commodore  came  and  told  me  that  he  had  car- 
ried my  order  on  board,  but  that  the  officer  had 
refufed  to  deliver  up  the  man,  alleging,  not  on- 
ly that  he  was  not  a Dutchman,  but  that  he  was 
a fubjeft  of  Great  Britain,  born  in  Ireland  j I 
replied,  that  the  officer  had  perfedlly  executed 
my  orders,  and  that  if  the  man  was  an  Engliffi 
fubject,  it  could  not  be  expedted  that  I ffiould 

deliver 
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deliver  him  up.  The  Captain  then  faid,  that  ■ 
he  was  juft  come  from  the  Governor,  to  de-  v_ — .r. — > 
inand  the  man  of  me  in  his  name,  as  a fubjecl 
of  Denmark,  alleging,  that  he  ftood  in  the 
fhip’s  books  as  born  at  Elfineur.  The  claim  of 
this  man  as  a fubje6t  of  Holland,  being  now 
given  up,  I obferved  to  the  Captain,  that  there 
appeared  to  be  fome  miftake  in  the  General’s 
meflage,  for  that  he  would  certainly  never  de- 
mand a DaniOi  feaman  from  me,  who  had  com- 
mitted no  other  crime  than  preferring  the  fer- 
vice  of  the  Englifh  to  that  of  the  Dutch.  I 
added,  however,  to  convince  him  of  my  fincere 
defire  to  avoid  difputes,  that  if  the  man  was  a 
Dane  he  ihould  be  delivered  up  as  a courtefy, 
though  he  could  not  be  demanded  as  a right ; 
but  that  if  I found  he  was  an  Englifh  fubjed, 

I would  keep  him  at  all  events.  Upon  thefe 
terms  we  parted,  and  foon  after  I received  a 
letter  from  Mr.  Hicks,  containing  indubitable 
proof  that  the  feaman  in  queftion  was  a fubjed 
of  his  Britannic  Majefty.  This  letter  I imme- 
diately carried  to  the  Shebander,  with  a requeft 
that  it  might  be  fhewn  to  the  Governor,  and 
that  his  Excellency  might  at  the  fame  time  be 
told,  I would  not  upon  any  terms  part  with  the 
man.  This  had  the  defired  effed,  and  I heard 
no  more  of  the  affair. 

In  the  evening,  I went  on  board,  accompa- 
nied by  Mr.  Banks,  and  the  reft  of  the  gentle- 

Y 4 men 
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>77°*  men  who  had  conftantly  refided  on  fhore,  and 

X — — f who,  though  better,  were  not  yet  perfe6tly  re- 

Tuefday^s.  covered. 

Wednef.26.  morning  of  the  26th,  we  weigh- 

ed and  fet  fail,  with  a light  breeze  at  S.  W. 
The  Elgin  Indiaman  fainted  us  with  three 
cheers  and  thirteen  guns,  and  the  garrifon  with 
fourteen,  both  which,  with  the  help  of  our  fwi- 
vels,  we  returned,  and  foon  after  the  fea  breeze 
fpt  in  at  N.  by  W.,  which  obliged  us  to  anchor 
' juft  without  the  ftiips  in  the  Road. 

At  this  time  the  number  of  fick  on  board 
amounted  to  forty,  and  the  reft  of  the  fhip’s  com- 
pany were  in  a very  feeble  condition.  Every  in- 
dividual had  been  fick  except  the  fail-maker,  an 
old  man  between  feventy  and  eighty  years  of 
age,  and  it  is  very  remarkable  that  this  old 
man,  during  our  ftay  at  this  place,  was  con- 
ftantly drunk  every  day : we  had  buried  feven, 
the  Surgeon,  three  fearnen,  Mr.  Green’s  fervant, 
Tupia,  and  Tayeto  his  boy.  All  but  Tupia 
fell  a facrifice  to  the  unwholefome,  ftagnant,  pu- 
trid air  of  the  country,  and  he  who  from  his 
birth  had  been  ufed  to  fubfift  chiefly  upon  vege- 
table food,  particularly  ripe  fruit,  foon  con- 
traded  all  the  diforders  that  are  incident  to  a 
fea  life,  and  would  probably  have  funk  under 
them  before  we  could  have  completed  our 
voyage,  if  we  had  not  been  obliged  to  go  tq 
Batavia  to  refit. 


CHAP, 
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CHAP.  XI. 

Some  Account  of  Batavia^  and  the  adjacent 
Country ; njuith  their  Fruits,  Flowers,  and 
other  Productions^ 


Batavia,  the  capital  of  the  Dutch  do- 
minions in  India,  and  generally  fuppofed 
to  have  no  equal  among  all  the  pofleffions  of 
the  Europeans  in  Afia,  is  fituated  on  the  north 
fide  of  the  ifland  of  Java,  in  a low  fenny,  plain, 
where  feveral  fmall  rivers,  which  take  their  rife 
in  the  mountains  called  Blaeuwen  Berg,  about 
forty  miles  up  the  country,  empty  themfelves 
into  the  fea,  and  where  the  coaft  forms  a large 
bay,  called  the  Bay  of  Batavia,  at  the  diftance 
of  about  eight  leagues  from  the  ftreight  of 
Sunda.  It  lies  in  latitude  6^  \o  S.,  and  lon- 
gitude 106®  50'  E.  from  the  meridian  of  Green- 
wich, as  appears  from  aftronomical  oblervations 
made  upon  the  fpot,  by  the  Reverend  Mr. 
Mohr,  who  has  built  an  elegant  obfervatory, 
which  Is  as  well  furniihed  with  inftruments  as 
nioft  in  Europe. 

The  Dutch  feem  to  have  pitched  upon  this 
fpot  for  the  convenience  of  water-carriage,  and 
;n  ;hat  it  is  indeed  a fecond  Holland,  and  fupe- 
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rior  to  every  other  place  in  the  world.  There 
are  very  few  ftrcets  that  have  not  a canal  of 
confiderable  breadth  running  through  them,  or 
rather  ftagnating  in  them,  and  continued  for 
feveral  miles  in  almoft  every  diredlion  beyond 
the  town,  which  is  alfo  interfered  by  five  or 
fix  rivers,  fome  of  which  are  navigable  thirty  or 
forty  miles  up  the  country.  As  [the  houfes  are 
large,  and  the  ftreets  wide,  it  takes  up  a much 
greater  extent,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of 
houfes  it  contains,  than  any  city  in  Europe. 
Valentyn,  who  wrote  an  account  of  it  about  the 
year  1726,  fays,  that  in  his  time  there  were, 
within  the  walls,  1242  Dutch  houfes,  and 
1200  Chinefe;  and  without  the  walls  1066 
Dutch,  and  1240  Chinefc,  befides  12  arrack 
houfes,  making  in  all  4760  : but  this  account 
appeared  to  us  to  be  greatly  exaggerated,  efpe- 
cially  with  refped  to  the  number  of  houfes 
within  the  walls. 

The  'ftreets  are  fpacious  and  handfome,  and 
the  banks  of  the  canals  are  planted  with  rows  of 
trees,  that  make  a very  pleafing  appearance; 
but  the  trees  concur  with  the  canals  to  make 
the  fituation  unwholefome.  The  ftagnant  ca- 
nals in  the  dry  feafon  exhale  an  intolerable 
ftench,  and  the  trees  impede  the  courfe  of  the 
air,  by  which  in  fome  degree  the  putrid  effluvia 
would  be  diffipated.  In  the  wet  feafon  the  in- 
convenience is  equal,  for  then  thefe  refer voirs 
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of  corrupted  water  overflow  thejr  banks  in  the 
lower  part  of  the  town,  efpecially  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  hotel,  and  fill  the  lower  ftories 
of  the  houfes,  where  they  leave  behind  them  an 
inconceivable  quantity  of  flime  and  filth  : yet 
thefe  canals  are  fometimes  cleaned;  but  the 
cleaning  them  is  fo  managed  as  to  become  as 
great  a nuifance  as  the  foulnefs  of  the  water ; 
for'the  black  mud  that  is  taken  from  the  bot- 
tom is  fuffered  to  lie  upon  the  banks,  that  is, 
in  the  middle  of  the  fl:reet,  till  it  has  acquired  a 
fufficient  degree  of  hardnefs  to  be  made  the 
lading  of  a boat,  and  carried  away.  As  this 
mud  confifts  chiefly  of  human  ordure,  which  is 
regularly  thrown  into  the  canals  every  morning, 
there  not  being  a neceffary-houfe  in  the  whole 
town,  it  poifons  the  air  while  it  is  drying  to  a 
confiderable  extent.  Even  the  running  ftreams 
become  nuifances  in  their  turn,  by  the  naftinefs 
or  negligence  of  the  people;  for  every  now  and 
then  a dead  hog,  or  a dead  horfe,  is  flranded 
upon  the  lhallow  parts,  and  it  being  the  bufi- 
nefs  of  no  particular  perfon  to  remove  the  nui- 
fance, it  is  negligently  left  to  time  and  accident. 
While  we  were  here,  a dead  buffalo  lay  upon 
the  fhoal  of  a river  that  ran  through  one  of  the 
principal  ftreets  above  a week,  and  at  laft  was 

carried  away  by  a flood. 

The  houfes  are  in  general  well  adapted  to  the 

c'imate  ; they  confift  of  one  very  large  room  or 

hall 
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X770.  hall  on  the  around  floor,  with  a door  at  each 
end,  both  which  generally  Hand  open  : at  one 
end  a room  is  taken  off  by  a partition,  where 
the  mafter  of  the  houfe  tranfads  his  bufinefs  *, 
and  in  the  middle  between  each  end  there  is  a 
court,  which  gives  light  to  the  hall,  and  at  the 
lame  time  increales  the  draught  of  air.  From 
one  corner  of  the  hall  the  flairs  go  up  to  the 
floor  above,  where  allb  the  rooms  are  fpacious 
and  airy.  In  the  alcove,  which  is  formed  by 
the  court,  the  family  dinej  and  at  other  times 
it  is  occupied  by  the  female  flaves,  who  are  not 
allowed  to  fit  down  anv  where  elfe. 

The  public  buildings  are,  inoft  of  them,  old, 
heavy,  and  ungraceful ; but  the  new  church  is 
not  inelegant ; it  is  built  with  a dome,  that  is 
feen  from  a great  diftance  at  fea,  and  though 
the  outflde  has  rather  a heavy  appearance,  the 
infide  forms  a very  fine  room  ; it  is  furniflied 
with  an  organ  of  a proper  iize,  being  very  large, 
and  is  moft  magnificently  illuminated  by  chan- 
deliers. 

The  town  is  inclofed  by  a ftone  wall,  of  a 
moderate  height ; but  the  whole  of  it  is  old, 
and  many  parts  are  much  out  of  repair.  This 
wall  itfelf  is  furrounded  by  a river,  which  in 
fome  places  is  fifty,  and  in  fome  a hundred  yards 
wide  : the  ftream  is  rapid,  but  the  water  is  Ihal- 
low.  The  wall  is  alfo  lined  within  by  a canal, 
which  in  different  parts  is  of  different  breadths; 

fo 
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fo  that,  in  paffing  either  out  or  in  through  the  ’ 
gates,  it  is  neceffary  to  crofs  two  draw-bridges  ; 
and  there  is  no  accefs  for  idle  people  or  ftrangers 
to  walk  upon  the  ramparts,  which  feem  to  be 
but  ill  provided  with  guns. 

In  the  north  eaft  corner  of  the  town  ftands 
the  caftle  or  citadel,  the  walls  of  which  are  both 
higher  and  thicker  than  thofe  of  the  town, 
efpecially  near  the  landing-place,  where  there  is 
depth  of  water  only  for  boats,  which  it  com- 
pletely commands,  with  feveral  large  guns  that 
make  a very  good  appearance. 

Within  this  caftle  are  apartments  for  the 
Governor-general,  and  all  the  Council  of  India, 
to  which  they  are  enjoined  to  repair  in  cafe  of  a 
fiege.  Here  are  alfo  large  ftorehoufes,  where 
great  quantities  of  the  Company’s  goods  are 
kept,  efpecially  thofe  that  are  brought  from 
Europe,  and  where  almoft  all  their  writers  tranf- 
a£t  their  bufinefs.  In  this  place  alfo  are  laid  up 
a great  number  of  cannon,  whether  to  mount 
upon  the  walls  or  furnilh  fhipping,  we  could 
not  learn ; and  the  Company  is  faid  to  be  well 
fupplied  with  powder,  which  is  difperfed  in  va- 
rious magazines,  that  if  fome  ftiould  be  deftroyed 
by  lightning,  which  in  this  place  is  very  fre- 
quent, the  reft  may  efcape. 

Befides  the  fortifications  of  the  town,  nume- 
rous forts  are  difperfed  about  the  country  to 
the  diftance  of  twenty  or  thirty  miles  j thefe 

feem 
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^»77o-  feem  to  have  been  intended  merely  to  keep  the 
natives  in  awe,  and  indeed  they  are  fit  for  no- 
thing elfe.  for  the  fame  purpofe  a kind  of 
houfes,  each  of  which  mounts  about  eight  guns, 
are  placed  in  fuch  fituations  as  command  the 
navigation  of  three  or  four  canals,  and  confe- 
quently  the  roads  upon  their  banks  : fome  of 
thefe  are  in  the  town  itfelf,  and  it  was  from  one 
of  thefe  that  all  the  belt  houfes  belonging  to  the 
Chinefe  were  levelled  with  the  ground  in  the 
Chinefe  rebellion  of  1740.  Thefe  defences  are 
fcattered  over  all  parts  of  Java,  and  the  other 
iflands  of  which  the  Dutch  have  got  poITeffion 
in  thefe  feas.  Of  one  of  thefe  fingular  forts,  or 
fortified  houfes,  we  fliould  have  procured  a 
drawing,  if  our  Gentlemen  had  not  been  con- 
fined by  ficknefs  almort  all  the  time  they  were 
upon  the  ifland. 

If  the  Dutch  fortifications  here  are  not  for- 
midable in  themfelves,  they  become  fo  by  their 
fituation  ; for  they  are  among  moraffes  where 
the  roads,  which  are  nothing  more  than  a bank 
thrown  up  between  a canal  and  a ditch,  may 
eafily  be  deftroyed,  and  confequently  the  ap- 
proach of  heavy  artillery  either  totally  prevented 
or  greatly  retarded:  for  it  would  be  exceed- 
ingly difficult,  if  not  impoffible,  to  tranfport 
them  in  boats,  as  they  all  mufter  every  night 
under  the  guns  of  the  caftle,  a fituation  from 
which  it  would  be  impoffible  for  an  enemy  to 

take  - 
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take  them.  Befides,  in  this  country,  delay  is 
death  *,  lb  that  whatever  retards  an  enemy,  will 
deftroy  him.  In  lefs  than  a week,  we  were 
fenfible  of  the  unhealthinefs  of  the  climate ; 
and  in  lefs  than  a month  half  the  ftiip’s  com- 
pany were  unable  to  do  their  duty.  We  were 
told,  that  of  a hundred  foldiers  who  arrive  here 
from  Europe,  it  was  a rare  thing  for  fifty  to 
furvive  the  firft  year ; that  of  thofe  fifty,  half 
would  then  be  in  the  hofpital,  and  not  ten  of  the 
reft  in  perfeft  health : pofilbly  this  account  may 
be  exaggerated  j but  the  pale  and  feeble  wretches 
whom  we  faw  crawling  about  with  a mufquet, 
which  they  were  fcarcely  able  to  carry,  inclin- 
ed us  to  believe  that  it  was  true.  Every  white 
inhabitant  of  the  town  indeed  is  a foldier;  the 
younger  are  conftantly  muftered,  and  thofe  who 
have  ferved  five  years  are  liable  to  be  called  out 
when  their  affiftance  is  thought  to  be  necefiary  ; 
but  as  neither  of  them  are  ever  exercifed,  or  do 
any  kind  of  duty,  much  cannot  be  expedled 
from  them.  The  Portuguefe,  indeed,  are  in  ge- 
neral good  markfmen,  becaufe  they  employ 
themfelves  much  in  fliooting  wild  hogs  ^ and 
deer:  neither  the  Mardykers  nor  the  Chinefe 
know  the  ufe  of  fire-arms ; but  as  they  are  faid 
to  be  brave,  they  might  do  much  execution 
with  their  own  weapons,  fwords,  lances,  and 
daggers.  The  Mardykers  are  Indians  of  all  na- 
tions, 
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tions,  who  are  defcended  from  free  anceftors,  or 
have  themfelves  been  made  free. 

But  if  it  is  difficult  to  attack . Batavia  by 
land,  it  is  utterly  impoffible  to  attack  it  by  fea : 
for  the  water  is  fo  ffiallow,  that  it  will  fcarcely 
admit  a longboat  to  come  within  cannon  ffiot 
of  the  walls,  except  in  a narrow  channel,  called 
the  river,  that  is  walled  on  both  fides  by  ftrong 
piers,  and  runs  about  half  a mile  into  the  har- 
bour. At  the  other  end,  it  terminates  under 
the  fire  of  the  ftrongeft  part  of  the  caftle ; and 
here  its  communication  with  the  canals  that  in- 
terfeft  the  town  is  cut  off  by  a large  wooden 
boom,  which  is  fhut  every  night  at  fix  o’clock, 
and  upon  no  pretence  opened  till  the  next  morn- 
ing. The  harbour  of  Batavia  is  accounted  the 
fineft  in  India,  and  to  all  appearance  with  good- 
reafon  •,  it  is  large  enough  to  contain  any  num- 
ber of  fhips,  and  the  ground  is  fo  good  that  one 
anchor  will  hold  till  the  cable  decays : it  never 
admits  any  fea  that  is  troublefome,  and  its  only 
inconvenience  is  the  fhoal  water  between  the 
road  and  the  river.  When  the  fea  breeze  blows 
frefh,  it  makes  a cockling  fea  that  is  dangerous 
to  boats : our  longboat  once  ftruck  two  or  three 
times  as  fhe  was  attempting  to  come  out,  and 
regained  the  river’s  mouth  with  fome  difficulty. 
A Dutch  boat,  laden  with  fails  and  rigging  for 
one  of  the  Indiamen,  was  entirely  loft. 


Round 
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Round  the  harbour,  on  the  outfide,  lie  many 
iflands,  which  the  Dutch  have  taken  pofleffion 
of,  and  apply  to  different  ufes.  To  one  of 
them,  called  Edam,  they  tranfport  all  Europeans 
who  have  been  guilty  of  crimes  that  are  not 
worthy  of  death  : fome  are  fentenced  to  remain 
there  ninety-nine  years,  fome  forty,  fome  twenty, 
fome  lefs,  down  to  five,  in  proportion  to  their 
offence;  and  during  their  banilhment,  they  are 
employed  as  flaves  in  making  ropes,  and  other 
drudgery.  In  another  ifiand,  called  Purmerent, 
they  have  an  hofpital,  where  people  are  faid  to 
recover  much  fafler  than  at  Batavia.  In  a 
third,  called  Kuyper,  they  have  warehoufes  be- 
longing to  the  Company,  chiefly  for  rice,  and 
other  merchandife  of  fmall  value;  and  here 
the  foreign  fhips,  that  are  to  be  laid  down  at 
Onruft,  another  of  thefe  iflands,  which  with 
Kuyper  has  been  mentioned  before,  difcharge 
their  cargoes,  at  wharfs  which  are  very  conve- 
nient for  the  purpofe.  Here  the  guns,  fails,  and 
other  ftores  of  the  Falmouth,  a man  of  war 
which  was  condemned  at  this  place  when  flie 
was  returning  from  Manilla,  were  depofited, 
and  the  fhip  herfelf  remained  in  the  harbour 
with  only  the  warrant  officers  on  board  for  many 
years.  Remittances  were  regularly  made  them 
from  home  ; but  no  notice  was  ever  taken  of 
the  many  memorials  they  fent,  defiring  to  be 
recalled.  Happily  for  them,  the  Dutch  thought 
VoL.  IV,  Z fir, 
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fir,  about  fix  months  before  our  arrival,  to  fell 
the  velTel  and  all  her  ftores,  by  public  auftion, 
and  fend  the  officers  home  in  their  own  fhips. 
At  Onruft,  they  repair  all  .their  own  (hipping, 
and  keep  a large  quantity  of  naval  (lores. 

The  country  round  Batavia  is  for  fome  miles 
a continued  range  of  country  houfes  and  gar- 
dens. Many  of  the  gardens  are  very  large,  and 
by  lome  (Irange  fatality,  all  are  planted  with 
trees  almofl;  as  thick  as  they  can  (land;  fo  that 
the  country  derives  no  advantage  from  its  being 
cleared  of  the  wood  that  originally  covered 
it,  except  the  fruit  of  that  which  has  been 
planted  in  its  room.  Thefe  impenetrable  fo- 
refts  (land  in  a dead  flat,  which  extends  fome 
miles  beyond  them,  and  is  interfedled  in  many 
diredlions  by  rivers,  and  more  (lill  by  canals, 
which  are  navigable  for  fmall  ve(fels.  Nor  is 
this  the  worft,  for  the  fence  of  every  field  and 
garden  is  a ditch  ; and  interfperfed  among  the 
cultivated  ground  there  are  many  filthy  fens, 
bogs,  and  moralTes,  as  well  frefh  as  fait. 

It  is  not  (Irange  that  the  inhabitants  of  fuch  a 
country  fliould  be  familiar  with  difeafe  and 
death  : preventative  medicines  are  taken  almoft 
as  regularly  as  food  •,  and  every  body  expedls 
the  returns  of  ficknefs,  as  we  do  the  feafons  of 
the  year.  We  did  not  fee  a Angle  face  in  Ba- 
tavia that  indicated  perfect  health,  for  there  is 
not  the  leaft  tint  of  colour  in  the  cheeks  either 
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of  man  or  woman  : the  women  indeed  are  moR 
delicately  fairs  but  with  the  appearance  of 
difeafe  there  never  can  be  perfect  beauty. 
People  talk  of  death  with  as  much  indifference 
as  they  do  in  a camp  ; and  when  an  acquaint- 
ance is  faid  to  be  dead,  the  common  reply  is, 
“ Well,  he  owed  me  nothing or,  “ I muft  get 
“ my  money  of  his  executors.” 

To  this  defcription  of  the  environs  of  Batavia 
there  are  but  two  exceptions.  The  Governor’s 
country  houfe  is  fituated  upon  a rifing  ground ; 
but  its  afcent  is  fo  inconfiderable,  that  it  is 
known  to  be  above  the  common  level  only  by 
the  Canals  being  left  behind,  and  the  appearance 
of  a few  bad  hedges  : his  Excellency,  however, 
who  is  a native  of  this  place,  has,  with  fome 
trouble  and  expence,  contrived  to  inclofe  his 
own  garden  with  a ditch  j fuch  is  the  influence 
of  habit  both  upon  the  tafte  and  the  underftand- 
ing.  A famous  market  alfo,  called  Paffar  Ta- 
nabank,  is  held  upon  an  eminence  that  rifes  per- 
pendicularly about  thirty  feet  above  the  plain ; 
and  except  thefe  fituations,  the  ground,  for  an 
extent  of  between  thirty  and  forty  miles  round 
Batavia,  is  exactly  parallel  to  the  horizon.  At 
the  diftance  of  about  forty  miles  inland  there 
are  hills  of  a confiderable  height,  where,  as  we 
were  informed,  the  air  is  healthy,  and  compara- 
tively cool.  Here  the  vegetables  of  Europe 
flourifli  in  great  perfedlion,  particularly  ftraw- 
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1770-  berries,  which  can  but  ill  bear  heat  j and  the  in- 
habitants  are  vigorous  and  ruddy.  Upon  thefe 
hills  Tome  of  the  principal  people  have  country 
houfes,  which  they  vifit  once  a year ; and  one 
was  begun  for  the  Governor,  upon  the  plan  of 
Blenheim,  the  famous  feat  of  the  Duke  of  Marl- 
borough in  Oxfordfliire,  but  it  has  never  been 
finiflied.  To  thefe  hills  alfo  people  are  fent  by 
the  phyficians,  for  the  recovery  of  their  health, 
and  the  effedls  of  the  air  are  faid  to  be  almoft 
miraculous : the  patient  grows  well  in  a fhort 
time,  but  conftantly  relapfes  foon  after  his  return 
to  Batavia. 

But  the  fame  fituation  and  circumftances  which 
render  Batavia  and  the  country  round  it  unwhole- 
fome,  render  it  the  beft  gardener’s  ground  in  the 
world.  The  foil  is  fruitful  beyond  imagination, 
and  the  conveniences  and  luxuries  of  life  that  it 
produces  are  almoft  without  number. 

Rice,  which  is  well  known  to  be  the  corn  of 
thefe  countries,  and  to  ferve  the  inhabitants  in- 
ftead  of  bread,  grows  in  great  plenty  : and  I 
mufl;  here  obferve,  that  in  the  hilly  parts  of 
Java,  and  in  many  of  the  eallern  iflands,  a fpecies 
of  this  grain  is  planted,  which  in  the  weftern 
parts  of  India  is  entirely  unknown.  It  is  called 
by  the  natives  Paddy  Gunung^  or  Mountain  rice*, 
this,  contrary  to  the  other  fort  which  muft  be 
under  water  three  parts  in  four  of  the  time  of 
its  growth,  is  planted  upon  the  fides  of  hills 
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■where  no  water  but  rain  can  come : it  is  how- 
ever planted  at  the  beginning  of  the  rainy  fea- 
fon,  and  reaped  in  the  beginning  of  the  dry. 
How  far  this  kind  of  rice  might  be  ufeful  in 
our  Weft  Indian  iflands,  where  no  bread  corn  is 
grown,  it  may  perhaps  be  worth  while  to  in- 
quire. 

Indian  corn,  or  m.aize,  is  alfo  produced  here  ; 
which  the  inhabitants  gather  when  young,  and 
toaft  in  the  ear.  Here  is  alfo  a great  variety  of 
kidney  beans,  and  lentiles,  which  they  call.  Cad- 
jang^  and  which  make  a confiderable  part  of 
the  food  of  the  common  people  ; befides  millet, 
yams  both  wet  and  dry,  fweet  potatoes,  and 
European  potatoes,  which  are  very  good,  but  not 
' cultivated  in  great  plenty.  In  the  gardens,  there 
are  cabbages,  lettuces,  cucumbers,  rhadiQies, 
the  white  rhadilhes  of  China,  which  boil  almoft 
as  well  as  a turnep;  carrots,  parftey,  celery, 
pigeon  peas,  the  egg  plant,  which  broiled  and 
eaten  with  pepper  and  fait,  is  very  delicious  j a 
kind  of  greens  refembling  fpinnage  ; onions, 
very  fmall,  but  excellent-,  and  afparagus;  be- 
fides fome  European  plants  of  a ftrong  fmell, 
particularly  fage,  hyfop,  and  rue.  Sugar  is  alfo 
produced  here  in  immenfe  quantities;  very 
great  crops  of  the  fineft  and  largeft  canes  that 
can  be  imagined  are  produced  with  very  little 
care,  and  yield  a much  larger  proportion  of 
fugar  than  the  canes  in  the  Weft  Indies.  White 
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fiigar  is  fold  here  at  two  pence  halF-penny  a 
pound  j and  the  molaffes  makes  the  arrack,  of 
which,  as  of  rum,  it  is  the  chief  ingredient ; a 
fmall  quantity  of  rice,  and  fome  cocoa-nut  wine, 
being  added,  chiefly,  I fuppofe,  to  give  it  fla- 
vour. A fmall  quantity  of  indigo  is  alfo  pro- 
duced here,  not  as  an  article  of  trade,  but 
merely  for  home  confumption. 

But  the  moft  abundant  article  of  vegetable 
luxury  here,  is  the  fruit;  of  which  there  is  no 
lefs  than  fix  and  thirty  different  kinds,  and  I 
fhall  give  a very  brief  account  of  each. 

I.  The  pine  apple;  Bromelia  Ananas.  This 
fruit,  which  is  here  called  Nanas,  grows  very 
large,  and  in  fuch  plenty  that  they  may  fome- 
times  be  bought  at  the  firfl:  hand  for  a farthing 
a piece;  and  at  the  common  fruit  fhops  we  got 
three  of  them  for  two  pence  half-penny.  They 
are  very  juicy  and  well  flavoured;  but  we  all 
agreed  that  we  had  eaten  as  good  from  a hot- 
houfe  in  England  : they  are  however  fo  luxuriant 
in  their  growth  that  moft  of  them  have  two  or 
three  crowns,  and  a great  number  of  fuckers 
from  the  bottom  of  the  fruit ; of  thefe  Mr. 
Banks  once  counted  nine,  and  they  are  fo  for- 
ward that  very  often  while  they  ftill  adhered  to 
the  parent  plant  they  fhotout  their  fruit,  which, 
by  the  time  the  large  one  became  ripe,  were  of 
no  inconfiderable  fize.  We  feveral  times  faw 
three  upon  one  apple,  and  were  told  that  a plant 
1 once 
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once  produced  a clufter  of  nine,  befides  the  prin- 
cipal ; this  indeed  was  confidered  as  fo  gieat  a 
curiofity,  that  it  was  preferved  in  fugar,  and 
fent  to  the  Prince  of  Orange. 

2.  Sweet  oranges.  Thefe  are  very  good,  but 
while  we  were  here,  fold  for  fix  pence  a piece. 

3.  Pumplemoefes,  which  in  the  Weft  Indies 
are  called  Shaddocks.  Thefe  were  well  flavour- 
ed, but  not  juicy  ; their  want  of  juice  however 
was  an  accidental  elfefc  of  the  feafon. 

4.  Lemons.  Thefe  were  very  fcarce-,  but  the 
want  of  them  was  amply  compenfated  by  the 
plenty  of  limes. 

5.  Limes.  Thefe  were  ejfcellent,  and  to  be 
bought  at  about  twelve  pence  a hundied.  W^e 
faw  only  two  or  thfee  Seville  oranges,  which 
were  almoft  all  rind  ; and  there  are  many  forts, 
both  of  oranges  and  lemons,  which  I fliall  not 
particularly  mention,  becaufe  they  are  neither 
efteemed  by  Europeans  nor  the  natives  them- 
felves. 

6.  Mangos.  This  fruit  during  our  ftay  was 
fo  infefted  with  maggots,  which  bred  in  the  in- 
fide  of  them,  thaffcarcely  one  in  three  was  eat- 
able; and  the  beft  of  them  were  much  inferior 
to  thofe  of  Brazil : they  are  generally  compared 
by  Europeans  to  a melting  peach,  which,  in- 
deed, they  refcmble  in  foftnefs  and  fweetnels, 
but  certainly  fall  much  fliort  in  flavour.  The 
.climate  here,  w'e  were  told,  is  too  hot  and  damp 
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1770-  for  them;  but  there  are  as  many  forts  of  them 
^ — — h as  there  are  of  apples  in  England,  and  fome  are 
much  fuperior  to  others.  One  fort,  which  is 
called  Mangha  Cowani^  has  fo  ftrong  a fmell  that 
a European  can  fcarcely  bear  one  in  the  room  ; 
thefe,  however,  the  natives  are  fond  of.  The 
three  forts  which  are  generally  preferred,  are 
the  Mangha  Doodool,  the  Mangha  Santeck,  and 
the  Mangha  Cure. 

7.  Bananas.  Of  thefe  alfo  there  are  innume- 
rable forts,  but  three  only  are  good  ; the  Pijfang 
Mas,  the  Pijfang  Radja,  and  the  Pijfang  Ambou; 
all  thefe  have  a pleafant  vinous  tafte,  and  the 
reft  are  ufeful  in  different  ways ; fome  are  fried 
in  batter,  and  others  are  boiled  and  eaten  as 
bread.  There  is  one  which  deferves  the  parti- 
cular notice  of  the  botanift,  becaufe,  contrary 
to  the  nature  of  its  tribe,  it  is  full  of  feeds,  and 
is  therefore  called  Pijfang  Batu,  or  Pijfang  Bidjie ; 
it  has  however  no  excellence  to  recommend  it  to 
the  tafte,  but  the  Malays  ufe  it  as  a remedy  for 
the  flux. 

8.  Grapes.  Thefe  are  not  in  great  perfe6lion, 
but  they  are  very  dear ; for  we  could  not  buy  a 
moderate  bunch  for  lefs  than  a fliilling  or  eigh- 
teen pence. 

9.  Tamarinds.  Thefe  are  in  great  plenty, 
and  very  cheap  : the  people  however  do  not  put 
them  up  in  the  manner  pracftifed  by  the  Weft 
Indians,  but  cure  them  with  fait,  by  which 
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means  they  become  a black  mals,  fo  dilagree- 
able  to  the  fight  and  tafle,  that  few  Europeans 
chufe  to  meddle  with  them. 

10.  Water  melons.  Thefe  are  in  great  plen- 
ty, and  very  good. 

11.  Pumpkins.  Thefe  are  beyond  compari- 
fon  the  moft  ufeful  fruit  that  can  be  carried  to 
fea;  for  they  will  keep  without  any  care  feveral 
months,  and  with  fugar  and  lemon-juice,  make 
a pye  that  can  fcarcely  be  diflinguifhed  from  one 
made  of  the  belt  apples ; and  with  pepper  and 
fait,  they  are  a fubftitute  for  turneps,  not  to  be 
defpifed. 

12.  Papaws.  This  fruit  when  it  is  ripe  is  full 
of  feeds,  and  almoft  without  flavour;  but  if 
when  it  is  green  it  is  pared,  and  the  core  taken 
out,  it  is  better  than  the  beft  turnep. 

13.  Guava.  This  fruit  is  much  commended 
by  the  inhabitants  of  our  iflands  in  theWeflln- 
dies,  who  probably  have  a better  fort  than  we 
met  with  here,  where  the  fmell  of  them  was  fo 
difagreeably  ftrong  that  it  madefome  of  us  fick; 
thofe  who  tailed  them,  laid,  that  the  flavour 
was  equally  rank. 

14.  Sweet  fop.  The  Annona  fquammofa  of 
Linnaeus.  This  is  alfo  a Weft  Indian  fruit ; it 
confifts  only  of  a mafs  of  large  kernels,  from 
which  a fmall  proportion  of  pulp  may  be  fuck- 
ed, which  is  very  fweet,  but  has  little  flavour. 

15,  Cuflard 


345 

1770. 

December. 


LIEUTENANT  COOK’s  VOYAGE 

1770.  15.  Cuftard  apple.  Tht  Ajinona  reticulata  oi 

Linnseus.  The  quality  of  this  fruit  is  well  ex- 
preffed  by  its  Englilh  name,  which  it  acquired 
in  the  Weft  Indies;  for  it  is  as  like  a cuftard, 
and  a good  one  too,  as  can  be  imagined. 

16.  The  calhew  apple.  This  is  feldom  eaten 
on  account  of  its  aftringency.  The  nut  that 
grows  upon  the  top  of  it  is  well  known  in  Eu- 
rope. 

17.  The  cocoa-nut.  This  is  alfo  well  known 
in  Europe ; there  are  feveral  forts,  but  the  beft 
of  thofe  we  found  here  is  called  Callappi  Edjou, 
and  is  eafily  known  by  the  rednefs  of  the  flefti 
between  the  fkin  and  the  Ihell. 

18.  Mangoftan.  The  Garcinia  Mangoftana 
of  Linnaeus.  This  fruit,  which  is  peculiar  to 
the  Eaft  Indies,  is  about  the  fize  of  the  crab  ap- 
ple, and  of  a deep  red- wine  colour ; on  the  top 
of  it  is  the  figure  of  five  or  fix  fmall  triangles 
joined  in  a circle,  and  at  the  bottom  feveral  hol- 
low green  leaves,  which  are  remains  of  the  blof- 
fom.  When  they  are  to  be  eaten,  the  ficin,  or 
rather  flefti,  muft  be  taken  off,  under  which 
are  found  fix  or  feven  white  kernels,  placed  in 
a circular  order,  and  the  pulp  with  which  thefe 
are  inveloped,  is  the  fruit,  than  which  nothing 
can  be  more  delicious  : it  is  a happy  mixture  of 
the  tart  and  the  fweet,  which  is  no  lefs  whole- 
fome  than  pleafant  *,  and  with  the  fweet  orange, 
this  fruit  is  allowed  in  any  quantity  to  thofe  who 
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are  afflidted  with  fevers,  either  of  the  putrid  or 

inflammatory  kind.  v — -» 

19.  The  jamboo.  The  Eugenia  Mallaccenfis 
of  Linn^us.  This  fruit  is  of  a deep  red  colour, 
and  an  oval  ihape  ; the  largeflp,  which  are  always 
the  beft,  are  not  bigger  than  a fmall  apple  j they 
are  pleafant  and  cooling,  though  they  have  not 
much  flavour. 

20.  The  jambu-eyer.  A fpecies  of  the  Eu. 
genia  of  Linnaeus.  Of  this  fruit  there  are  two 
forts  of  a fimilar  Ihape,  refembling  a bell,  but 
differing  in  colour-,  one  being  red,  the  other 
white.  They  fomewhat  exceed  a large  cherry  in 
fize,  and  in  tafle  have  neither  flavour  nor  even 
fweetnefs, containing  nothing  but  a watery  juice, 
nightly  acidulated  yet  their  coolnefs  recom- 
mends them  in  this  hot  country. 

21.  Jambu-eyer  mauwar.  Tht  Eugenia  jam- 
hos  of  Linnaeus.  This  is  more  grateful  to  the 
fmell  than  the  tafle-,  in  tafle  it  refembles  the 
conferve  of  rofes,  and  in  fmell  the  frefh  fcent  of 
thofe  flowers. 

22.  The  pomgranate.  This  is  the  fame  fruit 
that  is  known  by  the  fame  name  all  over  Eu- 
rope. 

23.  Durion.  A fruit  that  in  fliape  refembles 
a fmall  melon,  but  the  flcin  is  covered  with  fliarp 
conical  fpines,  whence  its  name;  for  dure,  in 
the  Malay  language,  fignifies  prickle.  When 
it  is  ripe,  it  divides  longitudinally  into  feven  or 
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1770.  eight  compartments,  each  of  which  contains  fix 
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or  leven  nuts,  not  quite  lo  large  as  chelnuts, 
which  are  covered  with  a fubftance  that  in  co- 
lour and  confidence  very  much  rcfembles  thick 
cream  : this  is  the  part  that  is  eaten,  and  the  na- 
tives are  fond  of  it  to  excefs.  To  Europeans  it 
is  generally  difagreeable  at  firft:  ; for  in  tafte,  it 
fomewhat  refembles  a mixture  of  cream,  fugar, 
and  onions  •,  and  in  the  fmell,  the  onions  predo- 
minate. 

24.  Nanca.  This  fruit,  which  in  fome  parts 
of  India  is  called  Jakes,  has,  like  the  Durion, 
a fmell  very  difagreeable  to  flrangers,  and  fome- 
what refembling  that  of  mellow  apples  mixed 
with  garlic  : the  flavour  is  not  more  adapted  to 
the  general  tafte.  In, fome  countries  that  are  fa- 
vourable to  it,  it  is  faid  to  grow  to  an  immenfe 
fize.  Rumphius  relates,  that  it  is  fometimes  fo 
large  that  a man  cannot  eafily  lift  it  *,  and  we 
were  told  by  a Malay,  that  at  Madura  it  is  fome- 
times fo  large  as  not  to  be  carried  but  by  the 
united  efforts  of  two  men.  At  Batavia,  how- 
ever, they  never  exceed  the  fize  of  a large  me- 
lon, which  in  fhape  they  very  much  refemble  : 
they  are  covered  with  angular  prickles,  like  the 
fliootings  of  fome  chryftals,  which  however  are 
not  hard  enough  to  wound  thofe  who  handle 
them. 

25.  Champada.  This  differs  from  the  Nan- 
ca in  little  except  fize,  it  not  being  fo  big. 

26.  Ram- 
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26.  Rarr^utan.  This  is  a fruit  little  known 

to  Europeans;  in  appearance  it  very  much  re-  w— v ^ 

fembles  a chefnut  with  the  hufk  on,  and  like 
that,  is  covered  with  fmall  points,  which  are 
foft  and  of  a deep  red  colour  : under  this  fldn  is 
the  fruit,  and  within  the  fruit  a ftone ; the  eat- 
able part  thereof  is  fmall  in  quantity,  but  its 
acid  is  perhaps  more  agreeable  than  any  other  in 

the  whole  vegetable  kingdom. 

27.  Jam.bolan.  This  in  fize  and  appearance 
is  not  unlike  a damafcene  •,  but  in  tafte  is  ftill 
more  aftringent,  and  therefore  lefs  agreeable. 

28.  The  Boa  Bidarra  •,  or  Rhamnus  Jujuba  of 
Linnseus.  This  is  a round  yellow  fruit,  about 
the  fize  of  a goofeberry  ; its  flavour  is  like  that 
of  an  apple,  but  it  has  the  aftringency  of  a crab. 

29.  Nam  nam.  The  Cynometra  Cauliflora  of 
Linnteus.  This  fruit  in  fhape  fomewhat  refem- 
bles  a kidney  •,  it  is  about  three  inches  long,  and 
the  outfide  is  very  rough : it  is  feldom  eaten 
raw,  but  fried  with  batter  it  makes  a good 
fritter. 

30.  31.  TheCatappa,  ox^erminaliaCatappa-, 
and  the  Canare,  the  Canarium  commune  of  Lin- 
naeus *,  are  both  nuts,  with  kernels  fomewhat 
refembling  an  almond  ; but  the  difficulty  of 
breaking  the  fhell  is  fo  great,  that  they  are  no 
where  publicly  fold.  'I’hofe  which  we  tafted 
were  gathered  for  curiofity  by  Mr.  Banks,  from 
the  tree  upon  which  they  grew. 


32.  The 
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32.  The  Madja;  or  Limoni  of  Linnaeus; 
contains,  under  a hard  brittle  fhell,  a lightly 
acid  pulp,  which  cannot  be  eaten  without  fu- 
gar;  and  with  it,  is  not  generally  thought  plea- 
fa  nt. 

33.  Suntul.  The  ‘Trichilia  of  Linnaeus.  This 
is  the  worft  of  all  the  fruits  that  I fliall  particu- 
larly mention  : in  fize  and  (hape  it  refembles  the 
Madja  ; and  within  a thick  fkin  contains  kernels 
like  thofe  of  the  Mangoftan,  the  tafte  of  which 
is  both  acid  and  aftringent,  and  fo  difagreeable 
that  we  were  furprifed  to  fee  it  expofed  upon 
the  fruit-halls. 

34.  35,  36.  The  Blimbing,  or  Averrhoa  Be* 
limhi ; the  Blimbing  Beffe,  or  Averrhoa  Caram- 
bola  ; and  the  Cherrema,  or  Averrhoa  acida  of 
Ldnnaeus,  are  three  fpecies  of  one  genus : and 
though  they  differ  in  fhape,  are  nearly  of  the 
fame  tafte.  The  Blimbing  Beffe  is  the  fweeteft: 
the  other  two  are  fo  aufterely  acid,  that  they 
cannot  be  ufed  without  drefling;  they  make 
however  excellent  pickles  and  four  fauce, 

37.  The  Salack  ; or  Calamus  Rotang  Zalacca 
of  Linnseus.  This  is  the  fruit  of  a prickly 
bufh;  it  is  about  as  big  as  a walnut,  and  co- 
vered with  fcales,  like  thofe  of  a lizard : below 
the  fcales  are  two  or  three  yellow  kernels,  in 
flavour  fomewhat  refembling  a ftrawberry. 

Befides  thefe,  the  ifland  of  Java,  and  parti- 
cularly the  country  round  Batavia,  produces 

many 
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many  kinds  of  fruit  which  were  not  in  feafon 
during  our  flay  ; we  were  alio  told  that  apples^ 
ftrawberries,  and  many  other  fruits  from  Eu- 
rope, had  been  planted  up  in  the  mountains, 
and  flourifhed  there  in  great  luxuriance.  We 
faw  feveral  fruits  preferved  in  fugar,  that  we  did 
not  fee  recent  from  the  tree,  one  of  which  is 
called  Kimkii,  and  another  Boa  Atap : and  here 
are  feveral  others  which  are  eaten  only  by  the 
natives,  particularly  the  Kelior,  the  Guilindina, 
the  Moringa^  and  the  Soccum.  The  Soccum  is 
of  the  fame  kind  with  the  bread-fruit  in  the 
South  Sea  iflands,  but  fo  much  inferior,  that  if 
it  had  not  been  for  the  fimilitudein  the  outward 
appearance  both  of  the  fruit  and  the  tree,  we 
Ihould  not  have  referred  it  to  that  clafs.  Thefe 
and  fame  others  do  not  merit  to  be  particularly 

mentioned. 

The  quantity  of  fruit  that  is  confumed  at 
Batavia  is  incredible-,  but  that  which  is  pub- 
licly  expofed  to  fale  is  generally  over-ripe.  A 
ftranger  however  may  get  good  fruit  in  a ftreet 
called  Paffar  PilTang,  which  lies  north  from>th« 
great  church,  and  very  near  it.  This  ftreet  is 
inhabited  by  none  but  Chinefe  fruit-fellers,  who 
are  fupplied  from  the  gardens  of  gentlemen  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  town,  with  fuch  as  is 
frelh,  and  excellent  in  its  kind,  for  which  how- 
ever they  muft  be  paid  more  than  four  times  the 
market  price. 
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The  town  in  general  is  fupplied  from  a confi- 
derable  diftance,  where  great  quantities  of  land 
are  cultivated  merely  for  the  produdfion  of  fruit. 
The  country  people,  to  whom  thefe  lands  be- 
long, meet  the  people  of  the  town  at  two  great 
markets  ; one  on  Monday,  called  PalTar  Sineen  j 
and  the  other  on  Saturday,  called  Paifar  Tana- 
bank.  I'hefe  fairs  are  held  at  places  confider- 
ably  diftant  from  each  other,  for  the  convenienco^ 
of  different  diftridls ; neither  of  them  however 
are  more  than  five  miles  diftant  from  Batavia, 
At  thefe  fairs,  the  beft  fruit  may  be  bought  at 
the  cheapeft  rate  •,  and  the  fight  of  them  to  a 
European  is  very  entertaining.  The  quantity 
of  fruit  is  aflonifhing ; forty  or  fifty  cart  loads 
of  the  fined;  pine  apples,  packed  as  carelefsly  as 
turneps  in  England,  are  common,  and  other 
fruit  in  the  fame  profufion.  The  days  however 
on  which  thefe  markets  are  held  are  ill  con- 
trived ; the  time  between  Saturday  and  Monday 
is  too  fhort,  and  that  between  Monday  and  Sa- 
turday too  long  ; great  part  of  what  is  bought 
on  Monday  is  always  much  the  worfe  for  keep- 
ing before  a new  flock  can  be  bought,  either  by 
the  retailer  or  confumer  *,  fo  that  for  feveral  days 
in  every  week  there  is  no  good  fruit  in, the 
hands  of  any  people  but  the  Chinefe  in  Paffar 
Pilfang. 

The  inhabitants  of  this  part  of  India  praflife  ' 
a luxury  which  feems  to  be  but  little  attended  to 
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in  other  countries  ; they  are  continually  burn- 
ing  aromatic  woods  and  refins,  and  fcatter  odours  ^ 

round  them  in  a profufion  of  flowers,  poflibly 
as  an  antidote  to  the  noifome  effluvia  of  their 
ditches  and  canals.  Of  fvveet  fmelling  flowers 
they  have  a great  variety,  altogether  unknown 
in  Europe,  the  chief  of  which  I (hall  briefly  de- 
feribc. 

1.  The  Champackai  or  Michelia  Champacca, 

This  crrows  upon  a tree  as  large  as  an  apple  tree, 
and  confifts  of  fifteen  long  narrow  petala,  which 
pive  it  the  appearance  of  being  double,  though 
in  reality  it  is  not  fo : its  colour  is  yellow,  and 
much  deeper  than  that  of  a jonquil,  to  which  it 
has  fome  refemblance  in  fmell. 

2.  The  Cananga,  or  Uvaria  Cananga^  is  i 
green  flower,  not  at  all  refembling  the  bloflbm 
of  any  tree  or  plant  in  Europe : it  has  indeed 
more  the  appearance  of  a bunch  of  leaves  than 
a flower  •,  its  fcent  is  agreeable,  but  altogether 

peculiar  to  itfelf. 

The  Mulatti^  or  Ny£lanthes  Samhac.  This 
is  well  known  in  Englifli  hot-houfes  by  the 
name  of  Arabian  jeffamine : it  grows  here  in 
the  greateft  profufion,  and  its  fragrance,  like 
that  of  all  other  Indian  flowers,  though  exqui- 
fitely  pleafing,  has  not  that  overpowering 
ilrength  which  diftinguiflies  fome  of  the  fame 
forts  in  Europe. 
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4,  5.  The  Combang  Caracnajfi,  and  Combang 
’Tonqtiin^  Percularia  Glabro.  Thefe  are  fmall 
flowers,  of  the  dog’s-bane  kind,  very  nnuch  re- 
fembling  each  other  in  fliape  and  fmell,  highly 
fragrant,  but  very  different  from  every  produdf 
of  an  Englifli  garden. 

6.  The  Bonga  T anjong^  or  Mimufops  Elengi  of 
Linnaeus.  This  flower  is  fliaped  like  a liar  of 
feven  or  eight  rays,  and  is  about  half  an  inch  in 
diameter ; it  is  of  a yellowifh  colour,  and  has 
an  agreeable  fmell. 

Befides  thefe,  there  is  the  Siindal  Malam,  or 
PoliafUhes  Tiiberofa.  This  flower,  being  the 
fame  with  our  own  tuberofe,  can  have  no  place 
among  thofe  that  are  unknown  in  Europe,  but 
1 mention  it  for  its  Malay  name,  which  fignifies 

Intriguer  of  the  Night,”  and  is  not  inelegantly 
conceived.  The  heat  of  this  climate  is  fo  great, 
that  few  flowers  exhale  their  fweets  in  the  day  •, 
and  this  in  particular,  from  its  total  want  of 
feent  at  that  time,  and  the  modefty  of  its  colour, 
which  is  white,  feems  negligent  of  attraffing  ad- 
mirers, but  as  foon  as  night  comes  on,  it  dif- 
fufes  its  fragrance,  and  at  once  compels  the 
attention,  and  excites  the  complacency  of  all 
who  approach  it. 

Thefe  are  all  fold  about  the  flreets  every 
evening  at  funfet,  either  ftrung  upon  a thread, 
in  wreaths  of  a^'Otit  two  feet  long,  or  made  up 
into  nofegays  of  different  forms,  either  of  which 
2 . may 
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may  be  purchafed  for  about  a halfpenny.  Be- 
fides  thefe,  there  are,  in  private  gardens,  many 
other  fvveet  flowers,  which  are  not  produced  in 
a fufEcient  quantity  to  be  brought  to  market. 
WEth  a mixture  of  thefe  flowers,  and  the  leaves 
of  a plant  called  fandango  cut  into  fmall  pieces, 
perfons  of  both  fexes  fill  their  hair  and  their 
clothes,  and  with  the  fame  mixture  indulge  a 
much  higher  luxury  by  ftrewing  it  on  their  beds, 
fo  that  the  chamber  in  which  they  fleep,  breathes 
the  richeft  and  pureft  of  all  odours,  unallayed 
by  the  fumes  which  cannot  but  arife  where  the 
fleeper  lies  under  two  or  three  blankets  and  a 
quilt,  for  the  bed  covering  here  is  nothing  more 
than  a Angle  piece  of  fine  chintz. 

Before  I clofe  my  account  of  the  vegetable 
produftions  of  this  part  of  India,  1 muft  take 
fome  notice  of  the  fpices.  Java  originally  pro- 
duced none  but  pepper.  This  is  now  fent  from 
hence  into  Europe  to  a great  value,  but  the 
quantity  confumed  here  is  very  fmall : the  in- 
habitants life  Cafficum^  or,  as  it  is  called  in  Eu- 
rope, Cayan  pepper,  almoft  univerfally  in  its 
ftead.  Cloves  and  nutmegs,  having  been  mo- 
nopolized by  the  Dutch,  are  become  too  dear 
to  be  plentifully  ufed  by  the  other  inhabitants 
of  this  country,  who  are  very  fond  of  them. 
Cloves,  although  they  are  faid  originally  to  have 
been  the  produce  of  Machian,  or  Bachian,  a 
fmall  ifland  far  to  the  eaftward,  and  only  fifteen 
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DtcUher  northward  of  the  line,  and  to  have 

u— ^ been  from  thence  dilTeminated  by  the  Dutch,  at 
their  firll  coming  into  thefe  parts,  over  all  the 
eaftern  idands,  are  now  confined  to  Amboina, 
and  the  imall  ifles  that  lie  in  its  neighbourhood  j 
the  Dutch  having,  by  different  treaties  of  peace 
between  them  and  the  conquered  kings  of  all  the 
other  illands,  ftipulated,  that  they  Ihould  have 
only  a certain  number  of  trees  in  their  domi- 
nions, and  in  future  quarrels,  as  a punifhment 
for  difobedience  and  rebellion,  lelfened  the  quan- 
tity, till  at  lad  they  left  them  no  claim  to  any. 
Nutmegs  have  in  a manner  been  extirpated  in  all 
the  ifiands  except  their  firll  native  foil,  Banda, 
which  eafily  fupplies  every  nation  upon  earth, 
and  would  as  eafily  fupply  every  nation  in  an- 
other globe  of  the  fame  dimenfions,  if  there 
was  any  fuch  to  which  the  induftrious  Hollander 
could  tranfport  the  commodity  ; it  is,  however, 
certain,  that  there  are  a few  trees  of  this  fpice  up- 
on the  coafl  of  New  Guinea.  There  may  per- 
haps be  both  cloves  and  nutmegs  upon  other 
ifiands  to  the  eaflward ; for  thofe,  neither  the 
Dutch,  nor  any  other  European,  feem  to  think 
it  worth  while  to  examine. 

The  principal  tame  quadrupeds  of  this  coun- 
try are  horfes,  cattle,  buffalos,  fiieep,  goats, 
and  hogs.  The  horfes  are  Imall,  never  exceed- 
ing in  fize  what  we  call  a flout  galloway,  but 
they  are  nimble  and  fpirited,  and  are  reported  to 
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have  been  found  here  when  the  Europeans  firfl:  ^ '/ember. 

came  round  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  The  ' 

horned  cattle  are  faid  to  be  the  fame  fpecies  as 
thofe  in  Europe,  but  they  differ  fo  much  in  ap- 
pearance, that  we  were  inclined  to  doubt  it : 
they  have  indeed  the  palearia  or  dewlaps  which 
naturalifts  make  the  diftinguifhing  charafteriftic 
of  the  European  fpecies,  but  they  certainly  are 
found  wild,  not  only  in  Java,  but  feveral  of  the 
eaftern  iflands.  The  flefh  of  thofe  that  we  eac 
at  Batavia,  had  a finer  grain  than  European  beef, 
but  it  was  lefs  juicy,  and  miferably  lean.  Buf- 
falos are  plenty,  but  the  Dutch  never  eat  them, 
nor  will  they  drink  their  milk,  being  prepofTeff- 
ed  with  a notion  that  both  are  unwholefome, 
and  tend  to  produce  fevers ; though  the  natives 
and  Chinefe  eat  both,  without  any  injury  to 
their  health.  The  fheep  are  of  the  kind  which 
have  long  ears  that  hang  down,  and  hair  inftead 
of  wool ; the  fiefli  of  thefe  is  hard  and  tough, 
and  in  every  rcfped  the  worft  mutton  we  ever 
faw  ; we  found  here,  however,  a few  Cape  flieep, 
which  are  excellent,  but  fo  dear  that  we  gave 
five  and  forty  fhillings  a-piece  for  four  of  them, 
the  heavieft  of  which  weighed  only  five  and 
forty  pounds.  The  goats  are  not  better  than 
the  fheep,  but  the  hogs,  efpecially  the  Chinefe 
breed,  are  incomparable,  and  fo  fat,  that  the 
purchafer  agrees  for  the  lean  feparately.  The 
butcher,  who  is  always  a Chinefe,  without  the 
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vlc.lZr.  Scruple  cuts  ofF  as  much  of  the  fat  as  he  is 
U..-V — ’ ciefired,  and  afterwards  fells  it  to  his  country- 
men, who  melt  it  down,  and  eat  it  inllead  of 
butter  with  their  rice;  but  notwithftanding  the 
excellence  of  this  pork,  the  Dutch  are  fo  flrong- 
ly  prejudiced  in  favour  of  every  thing  that 
comes  from  their  nativ’e  country,  that  they  eat 
only  of  the  Dutch  breed,  which  are  here  fold  as 
much  dearer  than  the  Chinefe,  as  the  Chinefe 
are  fold  dearer  than  the  Dutch  in  Europe. 

Befides  thefe  animals,  which  are  tame,  they 
have  dogs  and  cats,  and  there  are  among  the 
diftant  mountains  fome  wild  horfes  and  cattle ; 
buffalos  are  not  found  wild  in  any  part  of  Java, 
though  they  abound  in  Macaffar,  and  feveral 
other  eaftern  iflands.  The  neighbourhood  of 
Batavia,  however,  is  plentifully  fupplied  with 
two  kinds  of  deer,  and  wild  hogs,  which  are  fold 
at  a reafonable  price  by  the  Portuguefe,  who 
fhoot  them,  and  are  very  good  food. 

Among  the  mountains,  and  in  the  defart  parts 
of  the  iHand,  there  are  tygers,  it  is  faid,  in  great 
abundance,  and  fome  rhinocerofes ; in  thefe 
paits  alio  there  are  monkies,  and  there  are  a few 
of  them  even  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Batavia. 

Or  fifh,  here  is  an  amazing  plenty ; many 
lorts  are  excellent,  and  all  are  very  cheap,  ex- 
cept the  tew  that  are  fcarce.  It  happens  here, 
^s  in  other  places,  that  vanity  gets  the  better 
even  of  appetite  : the  cheap  filh,  moft  of  which 


IS 


ROUND  THE  WORLD.  359 

/ 

is  of  the  beft  kind,  is  the  food  only  of  Qaves,  and 
that  which  is  dear,  only  becaufe  it  is  fcarce,  and 
very  much  inferior  in  every  refpe<5t,  is  placed 
upon  the  tables  of  the  rich.  A fenfible  houfe-' 
keeper  once  fpoke  to  us  freely  upon  the  fubjed. 

I know,  faid  he,  as  well  as  you,  that  I could 
purchafe  a better  difh  of  fifli  for  a (lulling,  than 
what  now  cofts  me  ten  •,  but  if  I (hould  make 
fo  good  a ufe  of  my  money,  I (hould  here  be  as 
much  defpifed,  as  you  would  be  in  Euiope,  if 
you  were  to  cover  your  table  with  offals,  fit  on- 
ly for  beggars  or  dogs. 

Turtle  is  alfo  found  here,  but  it  is  neither  fo 
fweet  nor  fo  fat  as  the  Weft  Indian  turtle,  even 
in  London  •,  fuch  as  it  is,  however,  we  (hould 
confider  it  as  a dainty  ^ but  the  Dutch,  among 
other  fingularities,  do  not  eat  it.  W^e  faw  fome 
lizards,  or  Iguanas,  here  of  a very  large  fize  j we 
were  told  that  fome  were  as  thick  as  a man  s 
thigh,  and  Mr.  Banks  (liot  one  that  was  five 
feet  long  : the  flefti  of  this  animal  proved  to  be 
very  good  food. 

Poultry  is  very  good  here,  and  in  great  plen- 
ty : fowls  of  a very  large  fize,  ducks,  and  geefe 
are  very  cheap  •,  pigeons  are  dear,  and  the  price 
of  turkies  extravagant.  Vve  fometimes  found 
the  fiefh  of  thefe  animals  lean  and  dry,  but  this 
was  merely  the  effecT:  of  their  being  ill  fed,  for 
thofe  that  we  fed  ourfelves  were  as  good  as  any 
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of  the  fame  kind  that  we  had  tailed  in  Europe, 
and  we  fometimes  thought  them  even  better. 

Wild  fowl  in  general  is  fcarce.  We  once  faw 
a wild  duck  in  the  fields,  but  never  any  that 
were  to  be  fold.  We  frequently  faw  fnipes  of 
two  kinds,  one  of  them  exaflly  the  fame  as  that 
in  Europe,  and  a kind  of  thrulh  was  always  to 
be  had  in  great  plenty  of  the  Portuguefe,  who, 
for  I know  not  what  reafon,  feem  to  have  mono- 
polized the  wild  fowl  and  game.  Of  fnipes,  it 
is  remarkable,  that  they  are  found  in  more 
parts  of  the  world  than  any  other  bird,  being 
common  almoft  all  over  Europe,  Afia,  Africa, 
and  America. 

With  refpefl  to  drink.  Nature  has  not  been 
quite  fo  liberal  to  the  inhabitants  of  Java  as  to 
fome  whom  Ihe  has  placed  in  the  lefs  fruitful  re- 
gions of  the  north.  The  native  Javanefe,  and 
moll  of  the  other  Indians  who  inhabit  this  ifland, 
are  indeed  Mahometans,  and  therefore  have  no 
reafon  to  regret  the  want  of  wine : but,  as  if 
the  prohibition  of  their  law  refpedled  only  the 
manner  of  becoming  drunk,  and  not  drunken- 
nefs  itfelf,  they  chew  opium,  to  the  total  fub- 
verfion  not  only  of  their  underftanding,  but  their 
health. 

The  arrack  that  is  made  here,  is  too  well 
known  to  need  a defcription  : befides  which, 
the  palm  yields  a wine  of  the  fame  kind  with 
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that  which  has  already  been  defcribed  in  the  ac- 
count of  the  ifland  of  Savu  ; it  is  procured  from 
the  fame  tree,  in  the  fame  manner,  and  is  fold  in 
three  Rates.  The  firft,  in  which  it  is  called 
‘Tuac  manife^  differs  little  from  that  in  which 
it  comes  from  the  tree;  yet  even  this  has 
received  fome  preparation  altogether  unknown 
to  us,  in  confequence  of  which  it  will  keep 
eight  and  forty  hours,  though  otherwife  it 
would  fpoil  in  twelve  : in  this  Rate  it  has  an 
agreeable  fweetnefs,  and  will  not  intoxicate.  In 
• the  other  two  Rates  it  has  undergone  a fer- 
mentation, and  received  an  infufion  of  certain 
herbs  and  roots,  by  which  it  lofes  its  fweetnefs, 
and  acquires  a taRe  very  auRere  and  difagree- 
able.  In  one  of  thefe  Rates  it  is  called  'I'uac  eras, 
and  in  the  other  ^uac  cuning,  but  the  fpecific 
difference  I do  not  know  ; in  both,  however,  it 
intoxicates  very  powerfully.  A liquor  called 
Tuac  is  alfo  made  from  the  cocoa-nut  tree,  but 
this  is  ufed  chiefly  to  put  into  the  arrack,  for 
in  that  which  is  good  it  is  an  effential  ingredient. 


361 


1770. 

December. 


CHAP, 


362 


LIEUTENANT  COOK’s  VOYAGE 


1770. 

December. 




CHAP.  XII. 

^ome  Account  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Batavia, 
and  the  adjacent  Country.,  their  Manners, 
Cufoms,  and  Manner  of  Life. 

TH  E town  of  Batavia,  although,  as  I have 
already  obferved,  it  is  the  capital  of  the 
Dutch  dominions  in  India,  is  fo  far  from  being 
peopled  with  Dutchmen,  that  not  one  fifth  part, 
even  of  the  European  inhabitants  of  the  town, 
and  its  environs,  are  natives  of  Holland,  or  of 
Dutch  extraftion : the  greater  part  are  Portu- 
guefe,  and  befides  Europeans,  there  are  Indians 
of  various  nations,  and  Chinefe,  befides  a great 
number  of  negro  flaves.  In  the  troops,  there 
are  natives  of  almoft  every  country  in  Europe, 
but  the  Germans  are  more  than  all  the  reft  put 
together-,  there  are  fome  Englifli  and  French, 
but  the  Dutch,  though  other  Europeans  are 
permitted  to  get  money  here,  keep  all  the 
power  in  their  own  hands,  and  confequently 
poflefs  all  public  employments.  No  man,  of 
whatever  nation,  can  come  hither  to  fettle,  in 
any  other  charafter  than  that  of  a foldier  in  the 
Company’s  fervice,  in  which,  before  they  are 
accepted,  they  muft  covenant  to  remain  five 
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years.  As  foon  however  as  this  form  has  been 
complied  with,  they  are  allowed,  upon  applica- 
tion to  the  council,  to  abfent  themfelves  from 
their  corps,  and  enter  immediately  into  any 
branch  of  trade,  which  their  money  or  credit 
will  enable  them  to  carry  on  ; and  by  this  means 
icis  that  all  the  white  inhabitants  of  the  place  are 
foldiers. 

Women,  however,  of  all  nations,  are  per- 
mitted to  fettle  here,  without  coming  under 
any  reftriftions ; yet  we  were  told  that  there 
were  not,  when  we  were  at  Batavia,  twenty 
women  in  the  place  that  were  born  in  Europe, 
but  that  the  white  women,  who  were  by  no 
means  fcarce,  were  defcendants  from  European 
parents  of  the  third  or  fourth  generation,  the 
gleanings  of  many  families  who  had  fucceflively 
come  hither,  and  in  the  male  line  become  ex- 
tin6l  •,  for  it  is  certain  that,  whatever  be  the 
caufe,  this  climate  is  not  fo  fatal  to  the  ladies  as 
to  the  other  fex. 

Thefe  women  imitate  the  Indians  in  every 
particular  ; their  drefs  is  made  of  the  fame  ma- 
terials, their  hair  is  worn  in  the  famje  manner, 
and  they  are  equally  enQaved  by  the  habit  of 
chewing  betel. 

The  merchants  carry  on  their  bufinefs  here 
with  lefs  trouble  perhaps  than  in  any  other  part 
of  the  world:  every  manufad.re  is  managed 
by  the  Chinefe,  who  fell  the  produce  of  their 
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*770*  labour  to  the  merchant  refident  here,  for  they 


are  permitted  to  fell  it  to  no  one  elfe  j fo  that 
when  a fhip  comes  in,  and  befpeaks  perhaps  a 
hundred  leagers  of  arrack,  or  any  quantity  of 
other  commodities,  the  merchant  has  nothing 
to  do  but  to  fend  orders  to  his  Chinefe  to  fee 
them  delivered  on  board : he  obeys  the  com- 
mand, brings  a receipt  figned  by  the  mafter  of 
the  fhip  for  the  goods  to  his  employer,  who  re- 
ceives the  money,  and  having  dedudted  his  pro- 
fit, pays  the  Chinefe  his  demand.  With  goods 
that  are  imported,  however,  the  merchant  has 
a little  more  trouble,  for  thefe  he  muft  examine, 
receive,  and  lay  up  in  his  warehoufe,  according 
to  the  praftice  of  other  countries. 

ThePortuguefe  are  called  by  the  natives  Om?- 
ferane^  or  Nazareen  men  (Oran,  being  Man  in 
the  language  of  the  country),  to  diftinguilh 
them  from  other  Europeans  •,  yet  they  are  in- 
cluded in  the  general  appellation  of  Caper,  or 
Cajir,  an  opprobrious  term,  applied  by  Maho- 
metans to  all  who  do  not  profefs  their  faith. 
Thefe  people,  however,  are  Portuguefe  only  i4 
name  ; they  have  renounced  the  religion  of 
Rome,  and  become  Lutherans : neither  have 
they  the  leafl:  communication  with  the  country 
of  their  forefathers,  or  even  knowledge  of  it : 
they  fpeak  indeed  a corrupt  dialed  of  the  Por- 
tuguefe language,  but  much  more  frequently 
ufe  the  Malay  : they  are  never  fuffered  to  em- 
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ploy  themfelves  in  any  but  mean  occupations : i77o» 

- , 1 • 1 1 • 1 n December, 

many  of  them  live  by  huntirig,  many  by  wain-  ,1. 

ins  linen,  and  fomearc  handicrafcfmen  and  arti- 
ficers.  They  have  adopted  all  the  cuftoms  of  the 
Indians,  from  whom  they  are  diftinguillied  chief- 
ly by  their  features  and  complexion,  their  fkin 
being  confiderably  darker,  and  their  nofes  more 
lharp  •,  their  drefs  is  exaftly  the  fame,  except  in 
the  manner  of  wearing  their  hair. 

The  Indians,  who  are  mixed  with  the  Dutch 
and  Portuguefe  in  the  town  of  Batavia,  and  the 
country  adjacent,  are  not,  as  might  be  fuppofed, 
Javanefe,  the  original  natives  of  the  illand,  but 
natives  of  the  various  iflands  from  which  the 
Dutch  import  flaves,  and  are  either  fuch  as  have 
themfelves  been  manumized,  or  the  defeendants 
of  thofe  who  formerly  received  m.anumiffion  *, 
and  they  are  all  comprehended  under  the  gene- 
ral name  of  Oranjlam^  or  Ifalam,  fignifying  Be- 
lievers of  the  true  Faith.  The  natives  of  every 
country,  however,  in  other  refpe6ts,  keep  them- 
felves diftinft  from  the  reft,  and  are  not  lefs 
ftrono-ly  marked  than  the  flaves  by  the  vices  or 
virtues  of  their  refpedive  nations.  Many  of 
thefe  employ  themfelves  in  the  cultivation  of 
sardens,  and  in  felling  fruit  and  flowers.  The 
betel  and  areca,  which  are  here  called  Siri  and 
Viyiangy  and  chewed  by  both  fexes  and  every 
rank  in  amazing  quantities,  are  ail  grown  by 
thefe  Indians ; lime  is  alfo  mixed  with  thefe 
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1770.  roots  here  as  it  is  in  Savu,  but  it  is  Icfs  pernicl- 
December.^  tecth,  becaufe  it  is  firfl  flaked,  and, 

befldes  the  lime,  a fubftance  called  gambir^ 
which  is  brought  from  the  continent  of  India  j 
the  better  fort  of  women  alfo  add  cardamum, 
and  many  other  aromatics,  to  give  the  breath  an 
agreeable  fmell.  Some  of  the  Indians,  however, 
are  employed  in  fifliing,  and  as  lightermen,  to 
carry  goods  from  place  to  place  by  water  5 and 
fome  are  rich,  and  live  with  much  of  the  fplen- 
dour  of  their  country,  which  chiefly  confifls  in 
the  number  of  their  flaves. 

In  the  article  of  food  thefe  Ifalams  are  re- 
markably temperate  : it  confifls  chiefly  of  boil- 
ed rice,  with  a fmall  proportion  of  buffalo,  fifh, 
or  fowl,  and  fometimes  of  dried  fifh,  and  dried 
fhrimps,  which  are  brought  hither  from  China  j 
every  difh,  however,  is  highly  feafoned  with 
Cayan  pepper,  and  they  have  many  kinds  of 
paflry  made  of  rice  flower,  and  other  things  to 
which  I am  a flranger*,  they  eat  alfo  a great  deal 
of  fruit,  particularly  plantanes. 

But  notwithflanding  their  general  temperance, 
their  feafls  are  plentiful,  and,  according  to  their 
manner,  magnificent.  As  they  are  Mahome- 
tans, wine  and  flrong  liquors  profeffedly  make 
- no  part  of  their  entertainment,  neither  do  they 
often  indulge  with  them  privately,  contenting 
themfelves  with  their  betel  and  opium. 
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The  principal  folemnity  among  them  is  a 
weddingj  upon  which  occafion  both  the  fami- 
lies borrow  as  many  ornaments  of  gold  and 
filver  as  they  can,  to  adorn  the  bride  and  bride- 
frrcom,  lb  that  their  dreffes  are  very  fhowy  and 
magnificent.  The  feafts  that  are  given  upon 
thele  occafions  among  the  rich,  lafts  fometimes 
a fortnight,  and  fometimes  longer-,  and  during 
this  time,  the  man,  although  married  on  the 
firfl;  day,  is,  by  the  women,  kept  from  bis 

wife. 

The  language  that  is  fpoken  among  all  thefe 
people,  from  what  place  foever  they  originally 
came,  is  the  Malay  -,  at  lead  it  is  a language  fo 
called,  and  probably  it  is  a very  corrupt  dialed 
of  that  fpoken  at  Malacca.  Every  little  ifland 
indeed  has  a language  of  its  own,  and  Java  has 
two  or  three,  but  this  lingua  franca  is  the  only 
language  that  is  now  fpoken  here,  and,  as  I am 
told,  it  prevails  over  a great  part  of  the  Eaft 
Indies.  A didionary  of  Malay  and  Englifh  was 
publifiaed  in  London  by  Thomas  Bowrey,  in  the 
year  1701. 

Their  women  wear  as  much  hair  as  can  grow 
upon  the  head,  and  to  increafe  the  quantity, 
they  ufe  oils,  and  other  preparations  of  various 
kinds.  Of  this  ornament  Nature  has  been  very 
liberal  •,  it  is  univerfally  black,  and  is  formed  in- 
to a kind  of  circular  wreath  upon  the  top  of  the 
head,  where  it  is  faftened  with  a bodkin,  in  aC 
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tafte  which  we  thought  inexprefllbly  elegant; 
j the  wreath  of  hair  is  furrounded  by  another  of 
flowers,  in  which  the  Arabian  jeflamine  is  beau- 
tifully intermixed  with  the  golden  ftars  of  the 
Banger  'Tanjong. 

Both  fexes  conftantly  bathe  themfelves  in  the 
river  at  leafl:  once  a day,  a pradtice  which,  in 
this  hot  country,  is  equally  neceflary  both  to 
perfonal  delicacy  and  health.  The  teeth  of 
theie  people  alfo,  whatever  they  may  fuffer  in 
their  colour  by  chewing  beetle,  are  an  objedb  of 
great  attention:  the  ends  of  them,  both  in  the 
the  upper  and  under  jaw,  are  rubbed  with  a 
kind  of  whetftone,  by  a very  troublefome  and 
painful  operation,  till  they  are  perfedly  even  and 
flat,  fo  that  they  cannot  lofe  lefs  than  half  a line 
in  their  length.  A deep  groove  is  then  made 
crofs  the  teeth  of  the  upper  jaw,  parallel  with 
the  gums,  and  in  the  middle  between  them  and 
the  extremity  of  the  teeth;  the  depth  of  this 
groove  is  at  lead  equal  to  one-fourth  of  the 
thicknefs  of  the  teeth,  fo  that  it  penetrates  far 
beyond  what  is  called  the  enamel,  the  leaft  in- 
jury to  which,  according  to  the  dentifts  of 
Europe,  is  fatal;  yet  among  thefe  people,  where 
the  practice  of  thus  wounding  the  enamel  is  uni- 
verlal,  we  never  faw  a rotten  tooth  ; nor  is  the 
blacknefs  a ftain,  but  a covering,  which  may  be 
wafhed  off  at  pleafure,  and  the  teeth  then  appear 
as  white  as  ivory,  which  however  is  not  an  ex- 
cellence 
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tellence  in  the  eftimation  of  the  belles  and  beaus 
of  thefe  nations. 

d hefe  are  the  people  among  whom  the  prac- 
tice that  is  called  a mock^  or  running  a muck, 
has  prevailed  for  time  immemorial,  It  is  well 
known,  that  to  run  a muck  in  the  original  fer.fe 
of  the  word,  is  to  get  intoxicated  w'ith  opiumj 
and  then  rufh  into  the  ftreet  with  a drawn  wea- 
pon, and  kill  whoever  comes  in  the  way,  till  the 
party  is  himfelf  either  killed  or  taken  prifoner ; 
of  this  feveral  inftances  happened  while  we  were 
at  Batavia,  and  one  of  the  officers,  whofe  bufi- 
nefs  it  is,  among  other  things,  to  apprehend  fuch 
people,  told  us,  that  there  was  fcarcely  a week 
in  which  he,  or  fome  of  his  brethren,  were  not 
called  upon  to  take  one  of  them  into  cuftody; 
In  one  of  the  inftances  that  came  to  our  know- 
ledge, the  party  had  been  feverely  injured  by 
the  perfidy  of  women,  and  w'as  mad  with  jea- 
ioufy  before  he  made  himfelf  drunk  with  opium  i 
and  we  were  told,  that  the  Indian  who  runs  a 
muck  is  always  firlt  driven  to  defperation  by 
fome  outrage,  and  always  firft  revenges  himfelf 
upon  thofe  who  have  done  him  wrong  ; v/e  were 
alfo  told,  that  though  thefe  unhappy  wretches 
afterwards  run  into  the  ftreet  with  a weapon  ill 
their  hand,  frantic  and  foaming  at  the  mouth, 
yet  they  never  kill  any  but  thofe  who  attempt 
to  apprehend  them,  or  thofe  whom  they  fufpecl: 
of  fuch  an  intention,  and  that  whoever  gives 

VoL.  IVi  B b them 


370 

1770- 

December. 

y 


LIEUTENANT  COOK^s  VOYAGE 

them  way  is  fafe.  They  arc  generally  flavea, 

who  indeed  are  moft  fubjedt  to  infults,  and  leaft 

able  to  obtain  legal  redrefs : freemen,,  however, 

are  fometimes  provoked  into  this  extravagance, 

and  one  of  the  perfons  who  run  a muck  while 

we  were  at  Batavia,  was  free  and  in  eafv  circum- 
* • 

ftances.  He  was  jealous  of  his  owm  brother, 
whom  he  firft  killed,  and  afterwards  two  others, 
who  attempted  to  oppofe  him  : he  did  not,  how- 
ever, come  out  of  his  houfe,  but  endeavoured 
to  defend  himfclf  in  it,  though  the  opium  had 
lb  far  deprived  him  of  his  fenfes,  that  of  three 
muflcets,  which  he  attempted  to  ufe  againft  the 
officers  of  juftice,  not  one  was  either  loaded  or 
primed.  If  the  officer  takes  one  of  thefe 
amocks,  or  mohawks,  as  they  have  been  called 
by  an  eafy  corruption,  alive,  his  reward  is  very 
confiderable,  but  if  he  kills  them,,  nothing  is 
added  to  his  ufual  pay  *,  yet  fuch  is  the  fury  of 
their  dcfperation,  that  three  out  of  four  are  of 
neceffity  deftroyed  in  the  attempt  to  fecure 
them,  though  the  officers  are  provided  with  in- 
ftruments  like  large  tongs,  or  pincers,  to  lay 
hold  of  them  without  coming  within  the  reach 
of  their  weapon.  Thofe  who  happen  to  be 
taken  alive  are  generally  wounded,  but  they  are 
always  broken  alive  upon  the  wheel,  and  if  the 
phyfician  who  is  appointed  to  examine  their 
v/ounds,  thinks  them  likely  to  be  mortal,  the 
puniffiment  is  inflidted  immediately,  and  the 
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place  of  execution  is  generally  the  fpot  where 
the  firft  murder  was  committed. 

Among  thefe  people,  there  are  many  abfurd 
pradtices  and  opinions  which  they  derive  from 
their  pagan  anceilors  : they  believe  that  the 
devil,  whom  they  call  Satan,  is  the  canfe  of  all 
ficknefs  and  adverfity,  and  for  this  reafon,  when 
they  are  fick,  or  in  diftrefs,  they  confecrate  meat, 
money,  and  other  things  to  him  as  a propitia- 
tion. If  any  one  among  them  is  reftlefs,  and 
dreams  for  two  or  three  nights  fuccelTively,  he 
concludes  that  Satan  has  taken  that  method  of 
laying  his  commands  upon  him,  which  if  hene- 
glefls  to  fulfil,  he  will  certainly  fuffer  ficknefs 
or  death,  though  they  are  not  revealed  with 
fufficient  perfpicuity  to  afeertain  their  meaning : 
to  interpret  his  dream,  therefore,  he  taxes  his 
wits  to  the  uttermoft,  and  if,  by  taking  it  lite- 
rally or  figuratively,  diredly  or  by  contraries, 
he  can  put  no  explanation  upon  it  that  perfedlly 
fatisfies  him,  he  has  recourfe  to  the  cawin  or 
pried,  who  alTifts  him  with  a comment  and  il- 
luftrations,  and  perfedlly  reveals  the  myfiierious 
fuggeftions  of  the  night.  It  generally  appears 
that  the  devil  wants  viftuals  or  money,  which 
are  always  allotted  him,  and  being  placed  on  a 
little  plate  of  cocoa-nut  leaves,  are  hung  upon 
the  branch  of  a tree  near  the  river,  fo  that  it 
feems  not  to  be  the  opinion  of  thefe  people, 
that  in  prowling  the  earth  “ the  devil  walketh 
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i"7o.  “ through  dry  places.”  Mr.  Banks  once  afked^ 

December.  i 

u — — I whether  they  thought  Satan  fpent  the  money, 
or  eat  the  vidlualsj  he  was  anfwered,  that  as  to 
the  money  it  was  confidered  rather  as  a mulft 
upon  an  offender,  than  a gift  to  him  who  had 
enjoined  it,  and  that  therefore,  if  it  was  devoted 
by  the  dreamer,  it  mattered  not  into  whofe  hands 
it  came,  and  they  fuppofed  that  it  was  generally 
the  prize  of  fome  ftranger  who  wandered  that 
way ; but  as  to  the  meat  they  were  clearly  of 
opinion  that,  although  the  devil  did  not  eat  the 
grofs  parts,  yet,  by  bringing  his  mouth  near  it, 
he  fucked  out  all  its  favour  without  changinp; 
its  pofition,  fo  that  afterwards  it  was  as  taffelefs 
as  water. 

But  they  have  another  fuperftitlous  opinion 
that  k ffii'l  more  unaccountable.  They  believe 
that  women,  when  they  are  delivered  of  chil- 
dren, are  frequently  at  the  fame  time  delivered 
of  a young  crocodile,  as  a twin  to  the  infant ; 
they  believe  that  thefe  creatures  are  received 
mod  carefully  by  the  midwife,  and  immediately 
carried  down  to  the  river,  and  put  into  the  wa- 
ter. The  family  in  which  fuch  a birth  is  fup- 
pofed to  have  happened,  conftantly  put  victuals 
into  the  river  for  their  annphibious  relation,  and 
efpeeially  the  twin,  who,  as  long  as  he  lives, 
goes  down  to  the  river  at  dated  feafons,  to  ful- 
fil this  fraternal  duty,  for  the  neglefl  of  which 
it  is  the  univerial  opinion  that  he  will  be  vifired 
8 wkh 
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with  ficknel's  or  death.  What  could  at  firfl  pro- 
duce a notion  fo  extravagant  and  abfurd,  it  is 
not  eafy  to  guefs,  eipecially  as  it  feems  to  be 
totally  unconnected  with  any  religious  myftery, 
and  how  a fad  which  never  happened,  lliould 
be  pretended  to  happen  every  day,  by  thofe 
who  cannot  be  deceived  into  a belief  of  it  by 
appearances,  nor  have  any  apparent  intereft  in 
the  fraud,  is  a problem  liill  more  difficult  to 
folve.  Nothing  however  can  be  mor£  certain 
than  the  firm  belief  of  this  ftrange  abfurdity 
amons  them,  for  we  had  the  .concurrent  tefti- 
mony  of  every  Indian  who  was  queftioned  about 
it,  in  its  favour.  It  feems  to  have  taken  its  rife 
in  the  ifiands  of  Celebes  and  Bouton,  where 
many  of  the  inhabitants  keep  crocodiles  in  their 
families ; but  however  that  be,  the  opinion  has 
fpread  over  all  the  eaftern  ifiands,  even  to  Timor 
and  Ceram,  and  weft  ward  as  far  as  Java  and 
Suniatra,  where,  however,  young  crocodiles  are, 
I believe,  never  kept. 

Thefe  crocodile  twins  are  called  Sudaras,  and 
I flaall  relate  one  of  the  innumerable  ftories  that 
were  told  us,  in  proof  of  their  exiftence,  from 
ocular  demonftration. 

A young  female  flave,  who  was  born  and 
bred  up  among  the  Englilh  at  Bencoolen,  and 
bad  learnt  a little  of  the  language,  told  Mr. 
Banks  that  her  father,  .when  he  was  dying,  ac- 
quainted her  that  he  a crocodile  for  his  fu- 
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1770.  dara^  and  folemnly  charged  her  to  give  him  meat 
when  he  fliould  be  dead,  telling  her  in  what  part 
of  the  river  he  was  to  be  found,  and  by  what 
name  he  was  to  be  called  up.  That  in  purfu- 
ance  of  her  father’s  inftruftions  and  command, 
fhe  went  to  the  river,  and  Handing  upon  the 
bank,  called  out  Radja  Pouti^  white  king,  upon 
which  a crocodile  came  to  her  out  of  the  water, 
and  eat  from  her  hand  the  provifions  that  Ihe 
had  brought  him.  When  fhe  was  defired  to  de- 
fcribe  this  paternal  uncle,  who  in  fo  ftrange  a 
(hape  had  taken  up  his  dwelling  in  the  water, 
fhe  faid,  that  he  was  not  like  other  crocodiles, 
but  much  handfomer  •,  that  his  body  was  Ipotted 
and  his  nofe  red  ; that  he  had  bracelets  of  gold 
upon  his  feet,  and  ear-rings  of  the  fame  metal 
in  his  ears,  Mr.  Banks  heard  this  tale  of  ridi- 
culous falfehood  patiently  to  the  end,  and  then 
difmifTcd  the  girl,  without  reminding  her,  that 
a crocodile  with  ears  was  as  ftrange  a monfter  as 
a dog  with  a cloven  foot.  Some  time  after  this 
a fervant  whom  Mr.  Banks  had  hired  at  Bata- 
via, and  who  was  the  fon  of  a Dutchman  by  a 
Javanefe  woman,  thought  fit  to  acquaint  his  ma- 
fter  that  he  had  feen  a crocodile  of  the  fame 
kind,  which  had  alfo  been  feen  by  many  others, 
both  Dutchmen  and  Malays  ; that  being  very 
young,  it  was  but  two  feet  long,  and  had  brace- 
lets of  gold  upon  its  feet.  There  is  no  giving 
credit  to  thefe  Hories,  faid  Mr.  Banks,  for  I was 
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told  the  other  day  that  a crocodile  h^  ear-rings  •, 
and  you  know  that  could  not  be  true,  becaufe  c—v— ^ 
crocodiles  have  no  ears.  Ah  Sir,  faid  the  man, 
thefe  Sudara  Oran  are  not  like  other  crocodiles; 
they  have  five  toes  upon  each  foot,  a large 
tongue  that  fills  their  mouth,  apd  ears  alfo,  al- 

O 

though  they  are  indeed  very  fmall. 

How  much  of  what  thefe -people  related  they 
believed,  cannot  be  known ; for  there  are  no 
bounds  to  the  credulity  of  ignorance  and  folly. 

In  the  girl’s  relation,  however,  there  are  fome 
things  in  which  fhe  could  not  be  deceived  *,  and 
therefore  muft  have  been  guilty  of  wilful  falfe- 
hood.  Her  father  might  perhaps  give  her  a 
charge  to  feed  a crocodile,  in  confequence  of 
his  believing  that  it  was  his  Sudara ; but  its 
coming  to  her  out  of  the  river,  when  fhe  called 
it  by  the  name  of  White  King,  and  taking  the 
food  fhe  had  brought  it,  muft  have  been  a fa- 
ble of  her  own  invention  ; for  this  being  falfe, 
it  was  impoflible  that  fhe  fhould  believe  it  to  be 
true.  The  girl’s  ftory,  however,  as  well  as  that 
of  the  man,  is  a ftrong  proof  that  they  both 
firmly  believed  the  exiftence  of  crocodiles  that 
are  Sudaras  to  men;  and  the  girl’s  fidtion  will  be 
cafily  accounted  for,  if  we  recolledt,  that  the 
earneft  defire  which  every  one  feels  to  make 
others  believe  what  he  believes  himfelf,  is  a 
ftrong  temptation  to  fupport  it  by  unjuftifiable 
evidence.  And  the  averring  what  is  known  to 

B b 4 be 


LIEUTENANT  COOK’s  VOYAGE 

be  falfe,  in  order  to  produce  in  others  the  be- 
lief of  what  is  thought  to  be  true,  muft,  upoq 
-the  moft  charitable  principles,  be  imputed  to 
many,  otherwife  venerable  charaders,  through 
whofe  hands  the  doftrines  of  Chriftianity  pafled 
for  many  ages  in  their  way  to  us,  as  the  fource 
of  all  the  filly  fables  related  of  the  Romirti  faints, 
many  of  them  not  lefs  extravagant  and  abfurd 
than  this  ftory  of  the  White  King,  and  all  of 
them  the  invention  of  the  firll  relater, 

The  Bougis,  Macaflars,  and.Boetons,  are  fo 
firmly  perfuaded  that  they  have  relations  of  the 
crocodile  fpecies  in  the  rivers  of  their  own  coun- 
try, that  they  perform  a periodical  ceremony  in 
remembrance  of  them.  Large  parties  of  thern 
go  out  in  a boat,  furniflied  with  great  plen- 
ty of  provifions,  and  all  kinds  of  mufic,  and 
row  backwards  and  forwards,  in  places  v/here 
crocodiles  and  aliegators  are  mod  common,  fine- 
ing  and  weeping  by  turns,  each  invoking  his 
kindred,  till  a crocodile  appears,  when  the  mu- 
fic inftantly  hops,  and  provifions,  betele,  and 
tobacco  are  thrown  into  the  water.  By  this; 
civility  to  the  fpecies,  they  hope  to  recom- 
mend themfelves  to  their  relations  at  home^ 
and  that  it  ^y)ll  be  accepted  inflead  of  offerings 
immediately  to  themfelves,  which  it  is  not  ii) 
their  power  to  pay. 

In  the  next  rank  to  the  Indians  Hand  the 
Qhjnefej  wHo  in  this  place  ^re  numerous,  but 
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pofTefs  very  little  property ; many  of  them  live 
within  the  walls,  and  keep  fliops.  The  fruit- 
fellers  of  Faffar  Piflang  have  been  mentioned 
already  ; but  others  have  a rich  fhow  of  Euro- 
pean and  Chinefe  goods : the  far  greater  part 
however  live  in  a quarter  by  themfelves,  with- 
out the  walls,  called  Campang  China.  Many 
of  them  are  carpenters,  joiners,  fmiths,  taylors, 
hipper  makers,  dyers  of  cotton,  and  embroi- 
derers ; maintaining  the  charadter  of  induftry 
that  is  univerfally  given  of  them  : and  fome  are 
fcattered  about  the  country,  where  they  cultivate 
gardens,  fow  rice  and  fugar,  and  keep  cattle 
and  buffaloes,  whofe  milk  they  bring  daily  -to 
town. 

There  is  nothing  clean  or  dirty,  honeft  or 
difhoneft,  provided  there  is  not  too  much  dan- 
ger of  a halter,  that  the  Chinefe  will  not  readily 
do  for  money.  But  though  they  work  with 
great  diligence,  and  patiently  undergo  any  de- 
gree of  labour  ; yet  no  fooner  have  they  laid 
down  their  tools  than  they  begin  to  game,  either 
^t  cards  or  dice,  or  fome  other  play  among  the 
piultitude  that  they  have  invented,  which  are 
altogether  unknown  in  Europe  : to  this  they 
apply  with  fuch  eagernefs,  as  fcarcely  to  allow 
time  for  the  neceffary  refrefhments  of  food  and 
fleep  •,  fo  that  it  is  as  rare  to  fee  a Chinefe  idle, 
as  it  is  to  fee  a Dutchman  or  an  Indian  em- 
it! 
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^770*  In  manners  they  arc  alvvays  civil,  or  rather 

December.  , ^ . ... 

obleqiuous;  and  in  drefs  they  are  reiqa^-kably 
neat  and  clean,  to  whatever  rank  of  life  they 
belong.  I fliall  not  attempt  a defcription  either 
of  their  perlbns  or  habits,  fqr  the  better  kind  of 
China  paper,  which  is  now  common  in  England^ 
exhibits  a perfed  reprefentation  of  both,  though 
perhaps  with  fome  flight  exaggerations  approach- 
ing towards  the  caricatura. 

In  eating  they  are  eafily  fatisfied,  though  the 
few  that  are  rich  have  many  favory  difhes.  Rice, 
with  a fmall  proportion  of  flefli  or  filh,  is  the 
food  of  the  poor;  and  they  have  greatly  the 
advantage  of  the  Mahometan  Indians,  whofe  re- 
ligion forbids  them  to  eat  of  many  things  which 
they  could  moft  eafily  procure.  The  Chinefe, 
on  the  contrary,  being  under  no  reftraint,  eat, 
befides  pork,  dogs,  cats,  frogs,  lizards,  fer- 
pents  of  many  kinds,  and  a great  variety  of  fea 
animals,  which  the  other  inhabitants  of  this 
country  do  not  confider  as  food : they  eat  alfo 
many  vegetables,  which  an  European,  except 
he  was  perifhing  with  hunger,  would  never 
touch. 

The  Chinefe  have  a Angular  fupcrftition  with 
regard  to  the  burial  of  their  dead  ; for  they  will 
' upon  no  occaflon  open  the  ground  a fecond  time, 
where  a body  has  been  interred.  Their  bury- 
ing  grounds,  therefore,  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Batavia,  cover  many  hundred  acres,  and  the 
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Dutch,  grudging  the  wafte  of  fo  much  land,  >770. 
will  not  fell  any  for  this  purpofe  but  at  the  moll; 
exorbitant  price.  The  Chinefe,  however,  con- 
trive to  raife  the  purchafe-money,  and  afford 
another  inftance  of  the  folly  and  weaknefs  of  hu- 
man nature,  in  transferring  a regard  for  the 
living  to  the  dead,  and  making  that  the  objedt 
of  folicitude  and  expence,  which  cannot  receive 
the  lead  benefit  from  either.  Under  the  influ- 
ence of  this  univerflil  prejudice,  they  take  an 
uncommon  method  to  preferve  the  body  intire, 
and  prevent  the  remains  of  it  from  being  mixed 
with  the  earth  that  furrounds  it.  They  inclofe 
it  in  a large  thick  coffin  of  wood,  not  made. of 
planks  joined  together,  but  hollowed  out  of  the 
folid  timber  like  a canoe;  this  being  covered, 
and  let  down  into  the  grave,  is  furrounded  with 
a coat  of  their  mortar,  called  Chinam,  about 
eight  or  ten  inches  thick,  which  in  a Ifiort  time 
becomes  as  hard  as  a done.  The  relations  of 
the  deceafed  attend  the  funeral  ceremony,  with 
a confiderable  number  of  women  that  are  hired 
to  weep  : it  might  reafonably  be  fuppofed  that 
the  hired  appearance  of  forrow  could  no  more 
flatter  the  living  than  benefit  the  dead  ; yet  the 
appearance  of  forrow  is  known  to  be  hired 
among  people  much  more  refledlive  and  enlight- 
ened than  the  Chinefe.  In  Batavia,  the  law  re- 
quires that  every  man  fhould  be  buried  accord- 
ing to  his  rank,  which  is  in  no  cafe  difpenfed 
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with  i fo  that  if  the  deceafed  has  not  left  fuffi- 
cient  to  pay  his  debts,  an  officer  takes  an  inven- 
tory of  what  was  in  his  pofleffion  when  he  died, 
and  out  of  the  produce  buries  him  in  the  man- 
ner preferibed,  leaving  only  the  overplus  to  his 
creditors.  Thus  in  many  inftances  are  the  liv- 
ing facrificed  to  the  dead,  and  money  that  ffiould 
difeharge  a debt,  or  feed  an  orphan,  laviflied  in 
idle  proceffions,  or  materials  that  are  depofited 
in  the  earth  to  rot.  f- 

Another  numerous  clafs  among  the  inhabit- 
ants of  this  country  is  the  Oaves ; for  by  Oaves 

the  Dutch,  Portuguefe,  and  Indians,  however 

% 

■different  in  their  rank  or  Otuation,  are  conftantly 
attended  : they  are  purchafed  from  Sumatra, 
Malacca,  and  almofl;  all  the  eaOern  iOands. 
The  natives  of  Java,  very  few  ot  whom,  as  I 
have  before  obferved,  live  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Batavia,  have  an  exemption  from  Oavery 
Grinder  the  fandion  of  very  ievere  penal  laws, 
which  1 believe  arefeldom  violated.  The  price 
of  thefe  Oaves  is  from  ten  to  twenty  pounds 
fferling  *,  but  girls,  if  they  have  beauty,  fome- 
times  fetch  a hundred.  They  are  a very  lazy 
fet  of  people  ; but  as  they  will  do  but  little 
work,  they  are  content  with  a little  viduals, 
fubfifting  altogether  upon  boiled  rice,  and  a 
fmall  quantity  of  the  cheapefl;  filTi.  As  they  are 
■natives  of  different  countries,  they  differ  from 
.each  other  extremely,  both  in  perfon  anddifpo- 
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Stion.  The  African  negroes,  called  here  Pa- 
pua, are  the  worft,  and  confequently  may  be  • 
piirchafed  for  the  leaft  money:  they  are  all 
thieves,  and  all  incorrigible.  Next  to  thefe 
are  the  Bougis  and  MacalTars,  both  from  the 
iOand  of  Celebes  •,  thefe  are  lazy  in  the  higheft 
degree,  and  though  not  fo  much  addicted  to 
theft  as  the  negroes,  have  a cruel  and  vindiiflive 
fpirit,  which  renders  them  extremely  dangerous; 
efpecially  as,  to  gratify  their  refentment,  they 
will  make  no  fcruple  of  facrificing  life.  The 
belt  flaves,  and  confequently  the  deareft,  are 
procured  from  the  ifland  of  Bali : the  molt 
beautiful  women  from  Nias,  a fmall  ifland  on 
the  coaft  of  Sumatra;  but  they  are  of  a ten- 
der and  delicate  conftitution,  and  foon  fall  a fa- 
crifice  to  the  unwholefome  air  of  Batavia.  Be- 
fides  thefe,  there  are  Malays,  and  flaves  of  feve- 
ral  other  denominations,  whofe  particular  cha- 
racteriftics  I do  not  remember. 

Thefe  flaves  are  wholly  in  the  power  of  their 
mailers  with  refpefl  to  any  punifliment  that 
does  not  take  away  life ; but  if  a Have  dies  in 
confequence  of  punifliment,  though  his  death 
fliould  not  appear  to  have  been  intended,  the 
mailer  is  called  to  a fevere  account,  and  he  is 
generally  condemned  to  fuffer  capitally.  For 
this  reafon  the  mailer  feldom  infli(5ls  punifli- 
ment upon  the  Have  himfelf,  but  applies  to  an 
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1770-  officer  called  a Marineu,  one  of  whom  is  fta- 
tioned  in  every  diftrid.  The  duty  of  the  Ma- 
rineu is  to  quell  riots,  and  take  offenders  into 
cuftody  ; but  more  particularly  to  apprehend 
runaway  (laves,  and  punifh  them  for  fuch 
crimes  as  the  mafler,  fupported  by  proper 
evidence,  lays  to  their  charge  : the  punifhment 
however  is  not  inflifted  by  the  Marineu  in  per* 
fon,  but  by  Haves  who  are  bred  up  to  the  bufi- 
nefs.  Men  are  puniHied  publicly,  before  the 
door  of  their  mafter’s  houie ; but  women  within 
it.  The  punifliment  is  by  ftripes,  the  number 
being  proportioned  to  the  offence  •,  and  they  are 
given  with  rods  made  of  rattans,  which  are  fplit 
into  flender  twigs  for  the  purpofe,  and  fetch 
blood  at  every  Hroke.  A common  punifhment 
cofts  the  mafter  a rix-dollar,  and  a fevere  one  a 
ducatoon,  about  fix  fliillings  and  eight  pence. 
The  mafter  is  alfo  obliged  to  allow  the  Have 
three  dubbelcheys,  equal  to  about  feven  pence 
halt- penny  a week,  as  an  encouragement,  and 
to  prevent  his  being  under  temptations  to  fteal, 
too  ftrong  to  be  refifted. 

Concerning  the  government  of  this  place  I 
can  lay  but  little.  We  obferved  hov^ever  a re- 
markable fubordination  among  the  people. 
Every  man  who  is  able  to  keep  houfe  has  a cer- 
tain fpecific  rank  acquired  by  the  length  of  his 
fervices  to  the  company  j the  different  ranks 
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which  are  thus  acquired  are  diftinguiflied  by  the 
ornaments  of  the  coaches  and  the  drcfles  of  the 
coachmen  : fome  are  obliged  to  ride  in  plain 
coaches,  fome  are  allovVed  to  paint  them  in  dif- 
ferent manners  and  degrees,  and  fome  to  gild 
them.  The  coachman  alfo  appears  in  clothes 
that  are  quite  plain,  or  more  or  lefs  adorned 
with  lace. 

The  officer  who  prefides  here  has  the  title  of 
Governor  General  of  the  Indies,  and  the  Dutch 
Governors  of  all  the  other  fettlements  are  fub- 
ordinate  to  him,  and  obliged  to  repair  to  Batavia 
that  he  may  pafs  their  accounts.  If  they  ap- 
pear to  have  been  crirtainal,  or  even  negligent, 
he  punillies  them  by  delay,  and  detains  them 
during  pleafure,  forhetimes  one  year,  fometimes 
two  years,  and  fometimes  three  ; for  they  can- 
not quit  the  place  till  he  gives  them  a difmif-- 
fion.  Next  to  the  Governor  are  the  members 
of  the  council,  called  here  Edele  Heeren^  and 
by  the  corruption  of  the  Englifh,  Idoleers.  Thefe 
Idoleers  take  upon  them  fo  much  Rate  that  who- 
ever meets  them  in  a carriage,  is  expedted  to 
rife  up  and  bow,  then  to  drive  on  one  fide  of 
the  road,  and  there  flop  till  they  are  paft  : the 
fame  homage  is  required  alfo  to  their  wives  and 
even  their  children  •,  and  it  is  commonly  paid 
them  by  the  inhabitants.  But  fome  of  our 
Captains  have  thought  fo  flaviffi  a mark  of  re- 
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fpeft  beneath  the  dignity  which  they  derive  front 
/ the  fervice  of  his  Britannic  Majefty,  and  have 
refufed  to  pay  it ; yet,  if  they  were  in  a hired 
carriage,  nothing  could  deter  the  coachman 
from  honouring  the  Dutch  Grandee  at  their  ex- 
pence, but  the  mod  peremptory  menace  of  im- 
mediate death. 

Juftice  is  adminiftered  here  by  a body  of 
lawyers,  who  have  ranks  of  diftindlion  among 
themfelves.  Concerning  their  proceedings  in 
queftions  of  property,  I know  nothing  •,  but 
their  decifions  in  criminal  cafes  feem  to  be 
fevere  with  refpecl  to  the  natives,  and  lenient 
with  refpedt  to  their  own  people,  in  a criminal 
degree.  A Chridian  always  is  indulged  with  an 
opportunity  of  efcaping  before  he  is  brought  to 
a trial,  whatever  may  have  been  his  offence; 
and  if  he  is  brought  to  a trial  and  convided,  he 
is  feldom  punifhed  with  death : while  the  poor 
Indians  on  the  contrary  are  hanged,  and  broken 
upon  the  wheel,  and  even  impaled  alive  without 
mercy. 

The  Malays  and  Chinefe  have  judicial  offi- 
cers of  their  own,  under  the  denominations  of 
Captains  and  Lieutenants,  who  determine  in 
civil  cafes,  fubjed  to  an  appeal  to  the  Dutch 
court. 

The  taxes  paid  by  thefe  people  to  the  Com- 
pany are  very  confiderable ; and  that  which  is 
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exacted  of  them  for  liberty  to  wear  their  hair,  is 
by  no  means  the  leaft.  They  are  paid  monthly, 
and  to  fave  the  trouble  and  charge  of  colleftincr 
them,  a flag  is  hoifted  upon  the  top  of  a houfe 
in  the  middle  of  the  town  when  a payment  is 
due,  and  the  Chinefe  have  experienced  that  it  is 
their  intereft  to  repair  thither  with  their  money 
without  delay. 

The  money  current  here  confifts  of  ducats, 
worth  a hundred  and  thirty-two  ft i vers ; duca« 
toons,  eighty  divers;  imperial  rixdollars,  fixty  ; 
rupees  ot  Batavia,  thirty  ; fchellings,  fix;  double 
cheys,  two  ftivers  and  a half;  and  doits,  one 
fourth  of  a ftiver.  Spanifti  dollars,  when  we 
were  here,  were  at  five  fhillings  and  five  pence; 
and  we  were  told,  that  they  were  never  lower 
than  five  ftiillings  and  four  pence,  even  at  the 
Company’s  warehoufe.  For  Englifti  guineas 
we  could  never  get  more  than  nineteen  fhillings 
upon  an  average ; for  though  the  Chinefe 
would  give  twenty  (hillings  for  fome  of  the 
brighteft,  they  would  give  no  more  than  feven- 
teen  fhillings  for  thofe  that  were  much  worn. 

It  may  perhaps  be  of  fome  advantage  to 
ftrangers  to  be  told  that  there  are  two  kinds  of 
coin  here,  of  the  fame  denomination,  milled 
and  unmilled,  and  that  the  milled  is  of  moft 
value.  A milled  ducatoon  is  worth  eighty 
ftivers ; but  an  unmilled  ducatoon  is  worth  no 
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>770*  more  than  fcventy-two.  All  accounts  are  kept  ' 
^ in' rixdollars  and  ftivers,  which,  here  at  leaft, 
are  mere  nominal  coins,  like  our  pound  fterling. 
The  rixdollar  is  equal  to  forty-eight  (livers, 
about  four  (hillings  and  (ix  pence  Englilh  cur- 
rency. 
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CHAP.  XIII. 

The  Paff'age  from  Batanjia  to  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope : Some  j^ccount  of  Prince's 
If  and  and  its  Inhabitants.,  and  a compa.~ 
rative  View  of  their  Language  with  the 
Malay  and  Javanefe. 

# 

ON  Thurfday  the  27th  of  December,  at  1770. 

fix  o’clock  in  the  morning,  we  weighed 
again  and  Rood  out  to  fea.  After  much  ^elay  Thurfd. 
by  contrary  winds,  we  weathered  Pulo  Pare  on 
the  29th,  and  Rood  in  for  the  main  ; foon  after  saturd.  29. 
we  fetched  a fmall  ifland  under  the  main,  in  the 
midway  between  Batavia  and  Bantam,  called 
Maneater’s  Ifland.  The  next  day,  we  weather-  Sunday  30. 
ed  firR  Wapping  Ifland,  and  then  Pulo  Babi. 

On  the  31R,  we  Rood  over  to  the  Sumatra  Monday  31. 
Ihore  ; and  on  the  morning  of  New  Year’s  day,  1771. 
1771,  we  Rood  over  for  the  Java  Ihore.  T^erdlyV. 

We  continued  our  courfe  as  the  wind  per- 
mitted us  till  three  o’clock  in  the  afternoon  of 
the  5th,  when  we  anchored  under  the  fouth  eaR  saturd. 
fide  of  Prince’s  Ifland  in  eighteen  fathom,  in 
order  to  recruit  our  wood  and  water,  and  pro- 
cure refrelhments  for  the  fick,  many  of  whom 
were  how  become  much  worfe  than  they  were 
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when  we  left  Batavia.  As  foon  as  the  fliip  was 
fecured,  1 went  aihore,  accomp.inied  by  Mr. 
Banks  and  Dr.  Solander,  and  we  were  met  upon 
the  beach  by  Tome  Indians,  who  carried  us  im- 
mediately to  a man,  who,  they  faid,  was  their 
King.  After  we  had  exchanged  a tew  compli- 
ments with  his  Majefty,  we  proceeded  to  bufi- 
nefs  ; but  in  fettling  the  price  of  turtle  we  could 
not  agree  : this  however  did  not  difeourage  us, 
as  we  made  no  doubt  but  that  we  Ihould  buy 
them  at  our  own  price  in  the  morning.  As  foon 
as  we  parted,  the  Indians  difperfed,  and  we 
proceeded  along  the  fhore  in  fearch  of  a water- 
ing-place. In  this  we  were  more  fuccefsful ; 
we  found  water  very  conveniently  fituated,  and, 
if  a little  care  was  taken  in  filling  it,  we  had  rea- 
fon  to  believe  that  it  would  prove  good.  Juft 
as  we  were  going  off,  fome  Indians,  who  re- 
mained with  a canoe  upon  the  beach,  fold  us 
three  turtle ; but  exafled  a promife  of  us  that 
we  (hould  not  tell  the  King. 

The  next  morning,  while  a party  was  employ- 
ed in  filling  water,  we  renewed  our  traffic  for 
turtle:  at  firft,  the  Indians  dropped  their  de- 
mands flowly,  but  about  noon  they  agreed  to 
take  the  price  that  we  offered,  fo  that  before 
night  we  had  turtle  in  plenty  : the  three  that  we 
had  purchafed  the  evening  before,  were  in  the 
mean  time  ferved  to  the  fhip’s  company,  who, 
till  the  day  before,  had  not  once  been  ferved 
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with  fait  provifions  from  the  time  of  our  arrival  U7i- 

r /-IT  January, 

at  Savu,  which  was  now  near  four  months.  In 
the  evening  Mr.  Banks  went  to  pay  his  refpefls 
to  the  King,  at  his  palace,  in  the  middle  of  a 
rice  field,  and  though  his  Majefty  was  bufily 
employed  in  drelfing  his  own  fupper,  he  received 
the  ftranger  very  gracioufly. 

The  next  day,  the  natives  came  down  to  the 
trading  place,  with  fowls,  fifh,  monkies,  fmall 
deer,  and  fome  vegetables,  but  no  turtle;  for 
they  faid  that  we  had  bought  them  all  the  day 
before.  The  next  day,  however,  more  turtle 
appeared  at  market,  and  fome  were  brought 
down  every  day  afterwards,  during  our  ftay, 
though  the  whole,  together,  was  not  equal 
to  the  quantity  that  we  bought  the  day  after  our 
arrival. 

On  the  nth,  Mr.  Banks  having  learnt  from  Friday u. 
the  fervant  whom  he  had  hired  at  Batavia,  that 
the  Indians  of  this  ifland  had  a town  upon  the 
fhore,  at  fome  diftance  to  the  weftward,  he  de- 
termined to  fee  it ; with  this  view  he  fet  out  in 
the  morning,  accompanied  by  the  Second  Lieu- 
tenant, and  as  he  had  fome  reafon  to  think  that 
his  vifit  would  not  be  agreeable  to  the  inhabi- 
tants, he  told  the  people  whom  he  met,  as  he 
was  advancing  along  the  fhore,  that  he  was 
in  fearch  of  plants,  which  indeed  was  alfo  true. 

In  about  two  hours  they  arrived  at  a place  where 
there  were  four  or  five  houfes,  and  meeting 
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with  an  old  man,  they  ventured  to  make  fome 
inquiries  concerning  the  town.  He  faid  that 
it  was  far  diftant  *,  but  they  were  not  to  be  dif- 
couraged  in  their  enterprize,  and  he,  feeing 
them  proceed  in  their  journey,  joined  company 
and  went  on  with  them.  He  attempted  feveral 
times  to  lead  them  out  of  the  way,  but  without 
fuccefs  i and  at  length  they  came  within  fight  of 
the  houfes.  The  old  man  then  entered  cordially 
into  their  party,  and  conduded  them  into  the 
town.  The  name  of  it  is  Samadang,  it  confifts 
of  about  four  hundred  houfes,  and  is  divided  by 
a river  of  brackifh  water  into  two  parts,  one  of 
which  is  called  the  old  town,  and  the  other  the 
new.  As  foon  as  they  entered  the  old  town, 
they  met  feveral  Indians  whom  they  had  feen  at 
the  trading-place,  and  one  of  them  undertook  to 
carry 'them  over  to  the  new  town,  at  the  rate 
of  two  pence  a head.  When  the  bargain  was 
made,  two  very  fmall  canoes  were  produced, 
in  which  they  embarked ; the  canoes  being 
placed  along-fide  of  each  other,  and  held  to- 
gether, a precaution  which  was  abfolutely  ne- 
ceflary  to  prevent  their  overfetting,  the  naviga- 
tion was  at  length  fafely  performed,  though 
not  without  fome  difficulty;  and  when  they 
landed  in  the  new  town,  the  people  received 
them  with  great  friendffiip,  and  Ihowed  them 
the  houfes  of  their  Kings  and  principal  people, 
which  are  in  this  diftrid  : few  of  them  however 
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were  open,  for  at  this  time  the  people  had 

taken  up  their  refidence  in  the  rice-grounds,  to 
defend  the  crop  againft  the  birds  and  monkies,  “ 
by  which  it  would  otherwifc  have  been  deftroy- 
ed.  When  their  curiofity  was  fatisfied,  they 
hired  a large  failing  boat  for  two  roupees  four 
fhillings,  which  brought  them  back  to  the  (hip 
time  enough  to  dine  upon  one  of  the  fmall  deer, 
weighing  only  forty  pounds,  which  had  been 
bought  the  day  before,  and  proved  to  be  very 
good  and  favory  meat. 

We  went  on  (hore  in  the  evening,  to  fee  how 
the  people  who  were  employed  in  wooding  and 
watering  went  on,  and  were  informed  that  an  ax 
had  been  Rolen.  As  the  paffing  over  this  fault 
might  encourage  the  commiflion  of  others  of 
the  fame  kind,  application  was  immediately 
made  to  the  King,  who  after  fome  altercation 
promifed  that  the  ax  Ihould  be  reftored  in  the 
morning  •,  and  kept  his  word,  for  it  was  brought  saturd.  xt. 
to  us  by  a man  who  pretended  that  the  thief, 
being  afraid  of  a difcovery,  had  privately 
brought  it  and  left  it,  at  his  houfe  in  the 

night. 

We  continued  to  purchafe  between  two  and 
three  hundred  weight  of  turtle  in  a day,  befides 
fowls  and  other  neceCTaries ; and  in  the  even- 
ing of  the  13th,  having  nearly  completed  our  Sunday  13. 
wood  and  water,  Mr.  Banks  went  afliorc  to  take 
leave  of  his  Majefty,  to  whom  he  had  made  fe- 
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veral  trifling  prefents,  and  at  parting  gave  him 
two  quires  of  paper,  which  he  gracioufly  re- 
ceived. 1 hey  had  much  converfation,  in  the 
courfe  of  which  his  Majefty  inquired,  why  the 
Englilh  did  npt  touch  there  as  they  had  been 
ufed  to  do.  Mr.  Banks  replied,  that  he  fuppof- 
ed  it  was  becaufe  they  found  a deficiency  of 
turtle,  of  which  there  not  being  enough  to  fup- 
ply  one  (hip,  many  could  not  be  expelled.  To 
fupply  this  defea,  he  advifed  his  Majefty  to 
breed  cattle,  buffaloes,  and  fheep,  a meafure 
which  he  did  not  feem  much  inclined  to  adopt. 

On  the  14th  we  made  ready  to  fail,  having  on 
board  a good  ftock  of  refrefhments,  which  we 
purchafed  of  the  natives,  confifting  of  turtle, 
fowl,  fifh,  two  fpecies  of  deer,  one  as  big  as  a 
(heep,  the  other  not  larger  than  a rabbit  j with 
cocoa  nuts,  plantains,  limes,  and  other  veo"e- 
tablcs.  The  deer  however  ferved  only  for  pre- 
fent  life,  for  we  could  feldom  keep  one  of  them 
alive  more  than  four  and  twenty  hours  after  it 
was  on  board,  On  our  part,  the  trade  was 
carried  on  chiefly  with  Spanifh  dollars,  the  na- 
tives feeming  to  fet  little  value  upon  any  thing 
dfe;  fo  that  our  people,  who  had  a general 
permiffion  to  trade,  parted  with  old  fhirts  and 
other  articles,  which  they  were  obliged  to  fub- 
ftitute  for  money  to  great  difadvantage.  In  the 
morning  of  the  15th,  we  weighed,  with  alight 
breeze  at  N.  E.  and  ftood  out  to  fea.  Java 
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Head,  from  which  I took  my  departure,  lies  in  y 
latitude  6^  49'  S.,  longitude  253°  12'  W. 

Prince’s  Ifland,  where  we  lay  about  ten  days, 
is,  in  the  Malay  language,  called  Pub  Selan\ 
and  in  the  language  of  the  inhabitants,  Pulo 
Paneitan.  It  is  a fmall  ifland,  fituated  in  the 
weftern  mouth  of  the  Streight  of  Sunda.  It  is 
woody,  and  a very  fmall  part  of  it  only  has  been 
cleared  : there  is  no  remarkable  hill  upon  it,  yet 
the  Englifh  call  the  fmall  eminence  which  is  juft 
over  the  landing-place  the  Pike.  It  was  for- 
merly much  frequented  by  the  India  Ihips  of 
many  nations,  but  efpecially  thofe  of  England, 
which  of  late  have  forfaken  it,  as  it  is  faid, 
becaufe  the  water  is  bad ; and  touch  either  at 
North  Ifland,  a fmall  ifland  that  lies  on  the  coaft 
of  Sumatra,  without  the  eaft  entrance  of  the 
Streight,  or  at  Mew  Bay,  which  lies  only  a few 
leagues  from  Prince’s  Ifland,  at  neither  of  which 
places  any  confiderable  quantity  of  other  re- 
frelhments  can  be  procured.  Prince’s  Ifland  is, 
upon  the  whole,  certainly  more  eligible  than 
either  of  themj  and  though  the  water  is 
brackilh,  if  it  is  filled  at  the  lower  part  of  the 
brook,  yet  higher  up  it  will  be  found  excellent. 

The  firft  and  fecond,  and  perhaps  the  third 
(hip  that  comes  in  the  feafon  may  be  tolerably 
fupplied  with  turtle  •,  but  thofe  that  come  after- 
wards muft  be  content  with  fmall  ones.  Thofe 
that  we  bought  were  of  the  green  kind,  and  at 
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*771.  an  average  coft  us  about  a half-penny  or  three 
I — V-— ' farthings  a pound.  We  were  much  difappoint- 
ed  to  find  them  neither  fat  nor  well  flavoured  ; 
and  we  imputed  it  to  their  having  been  long 
kept  in  crawls  or  pens  of  brackilh  water,  with- 
out food.  The  fowls  are  large,  and  we  bought 
a dozen  of  them  for  a Spanifh  dollar,  which  is 
about  five  pence  a piece  : the  fmall  deer  coft  us 
two  pence  a piece,  and  the  larger,  of  which  two 
only  were  brought  down,  a rupee.  Many  kinds 
of  fifti  are  to  be  had  here,  which  the  natives  fell 
by  hand,  and  we  found  them  tolerably  cheap. 
Cocoa-nuts  we  bought  at  the  rate  of  a hundred 
for  a dollar,  if  they  were  picked ; and  if  they 
were  taken  promifcuoufly,  one  hundred  and 
thirty.  Plantains  we  found  in  great  plenty; 
we  procured  alfo  fome  pine  apples,  water  melons, 
jaccas,  and  pumkins;  befides  rice,  the  greater 
part  of  which  was  of  the  mountain  kind,  that 
grows  on  dry  land ; yams,  and  feveral  other 
vegetables,  at  a very  reafonable  rate. 

The  inhabitants  are  Javanefe,  whofe  Raja  is 
ftibje£t  to  the  Sultan  of  Bantam.  Their  cuf- 
toms  are  very  fimilar  to  thofe  of  the  Indians 
about  Batavia;  but  they  feem  to  be  more  jea- 
lous of  their  women,  for  we  never  faw  any  of 
them  during  all  the  time  we  were  there,  except 
one  by  chance  in  the  woods,  as  ftie  was  running 
away  to  hide  herfelf.  They  profefs  the  Maho- 
metan religion,  but  I believe  there  is  not  a 
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mofque  in  the  whole  ifland:  we  were  among 
them  during  the  faft,  which  the  Turks  call  Ra-  ^ — yr— 
madan^  which  they  feemed  to  keep  with  great 
rigour,  for  not  one  of  them  would  touch  a 
morfel  of  victuals,  or  even  chew  their  betel  till 
fun-fet. 

Their  food  is  nearly  the  fame  as  that  of  the 
Batavian  Indians,  except  the  addition  of  .the 
nuts  of 'the  palm,  called  Cycas  drcinalis,  with 
which,  upon  the  coaft  of  New  Holland,  fome  of 
our  people  were  made  lick,  and  fome  of  out 
hogs  poifoned. 

Upon  obferving  thefe  nuts  to  be  part  of  their 
food,  we  inquired  by  what  means  they  deprived 
them  of  their  deleterious  quality  ; and  they  told 
us,  that  they  firft  cut  them  into  thin  flices,  and 
dried  them  in  the  fun,  then  fteeped  them  in 
frelh  water  for  three  months,  and  afterwards, 
prefTing  out  the  water,  dried  them  in  the  fun  a 
fecond  time  j but  we  learnt  that,  after  all,  they 
are  eaten  only  in  times  of  fcarcity,  when  they 
mix  them  with  their  rice  to  make  it  go  farther. 

The  houfes  of  their  town  are  built  upon  piles, 
or  pillars,  four  or  five  feet  above  the  ground  : 
upon  thefe  is  laid  a floor  of  bamboo  canes,  which 
are  placed  at  fome  diftance  from  each  other,  fo 
as  to  leave  a free  paflage  for  the  air  from  below: 
the  walls  alfo  are  of  bamboo,  which  are  inter- 
woven, hurdlewife,  with  fmall  flicks,  that  are 
faflened  perpendicularly  to  the  beams  which 

form 
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''771-  form  the  frame  of  the  building  : it  has  a Hoping 
roof,  which  is  fo  well  thatched  with  palm  leaves, 
that  neither  the  fun  nor  the  rain  can  find  en- 
trance. The  ground  over  which  this  building 
is  erefled,  is  an  oblong  fquare  In  the  middle 
of  one  fide  is  the  door,  and  in  the  middle  be- 
tween that  and  the  end  of  the  houfe,  towards 
the  left  hand,  is  a window  : a partition  runs 
out  from  each  end  towards  the  middle,  which, 
if  continued,  would  divide  the  whole  floor  into 
two  equal  parts,  longitudinally,  but  they  do 
not  meet  in  the  middle,  fo  that  an  opening  is 
left  over-againft  the  door  j each  end  of  the 
houfe  therefore,  to  the  right  and  left  of 
the  door,  is  divided  into  two  rooms,  like 
(tails  in  a ftable,  all  open  towards  the  paffage 
from  the  door  to  the  wall  on  the  oppofite  fide : 
in  that  next  the  door  to  the  left  hand,  the  chil- 
dren deep  j that  oppofite  to  it,  on  the  right 
hand,  is  allotted  to  (Irangers  •,  the  mafter  and 
his  wife  deep  in  the  inner  room  on  the  left 
hand,  and  that  oppofite  to  it  is  the  kitchen. 
There  is  no  difference  between  the  houfes  of  the 
poor  and  the  rich,  but  in  the  fize  j except  that 
the  royal  palace,  and  the  houfe  of  a man,  whofe 
name  is  Gundang^  the  next  in  riches  and  influ- 
ence to  the  King,  is  walled  with  boards  inftead 
of  being  wattled  with  (ticks  and  bamboo. 

As  the  people  are  obliged  to  abandon  the 
town,  and  live  in  the  rice-fields  at  certain  fea- 
fons,  to  fecure  their  crops  from  the  birds  and 
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the  monkies,  they  have  occafional  houles  there 
for  their  accommodation#  They  are  exaftly  the 
fame  as  the  houTes  in  the  town,  except  that 
they  are  Imaller,  and  are  elevated  eight  or  ten 
feet  above  the  ground  inftead  of  four. 

The  diipofition  of  the  people,  as  far  as  we 
could  dilcover  it,  is  good.  They  dealt  with  us 
very  honeftly,  except,  like  all  other  Indians, 
and  the  itinerant  retailers  of  fifli  in  London, 
they  alked  foinetimes  twice,  and  fometimes 
thrice  as  much  for  their  commodities  as  they 
would  take.  As  what  they  brought  to  market, 
belonged,  in  different  proportions,  to  a confi- 
derable  number  of  the  natives,  and  it  would 
have  been  difficult  to  purchafe  it  in  Separate  lots, 
they  found  out  a very  eafy  expedient  with  which 
every  one  was  fatisfied : they  put  all  that  was 
bought  of  one  kind,  as  plantains,  or  cocoa- 
nuts,  together,  and  when  we  had  agreed  for  the 
heap,  they  divided  the  money  that  was  paid  for 
it,  among  thofe  of  whofe  feparate  property  it 
confifted,  in  a proportion  correfponding  with 
their  contributions.  Sometimes,  indeed,  they 
changed  our  money,  giving  us  240  doits, 
amounting  to  five  (hillings  for  a Spaniffi  dollar, 
and  ninety  fix,  amounting  to  two  (hillings,  for  a 
Bengal  roupee. 

They  all  (peak  the  Malay  language,  though 
they  have  a language  of  their  own,  different 
both  from  the  Malay  and  the  Javanefe.  Their 
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own  language  they  call  Catta  Gunmg,  the  lan- 
' guage  of  the  mountains ; and  they  fay  that  it  is 
fpoken  upon  the  mountains  of  Java,  whence 
their  tribe  originally  migrated,  firft  to  Mew  Bay, 
and  then  to  their  prefent  ftation,  being  driven 
from  their  firft  fettlement  by  tygers,  .which  they 
found  too  numerous  to  fubdue.  I have  already 
obferved,  that  feveral  languages  are  fpoken  by 
the  native  Javanefe,  in  different  parts  of  their 
ifland;  but  when  I fay  that  the  language  of 
thefe  people  is  different  from  the  Javanefe,  I 
mean  that  it  is  different  from  the  language  which 
is  fpoken  at  Samarang,  a place  that  is  diftant 
only  one  day’s  journey  from  the  refidence  of  the 
emperor  of  Java.  The  following  is  a lift  of 
correfponding  words  in  the  languages  of  Prince’^ 
Ifland,  Java,  and  Malacca. 


Englifii, 

Prince's  JJland, 

Javanefe. 

Malay. 

A mattf 

Ja'ma, 

Oong  Lanang,  Oran  Lacki  Lacki, 

A nuoman. 

Becang, 

OongWadong,Parampuan. 

A child. 

Oroculatacke,  Lari, 

Anack. 

The  head, 

Holo, 

Undafs, 

Capalla. 

The  nofe. 

Erung, 

Erung, 

Edung, 

The  eyes. 

Mata, 

Mo  to. 

Mata. 

The  ears. 

Chole, 

Cuping, 

Cuping. 

The  teeth. 

Cutock, 

Untu, 

Ghigi. 

The  belly. 

Beatung, 

Wuttong, 

Prot. 

The  backjide,  Serit, 

Celit, 

Pantat. 

The  thigh. 

Pimping, 

Poopoo, 

Paha. 

The  knee. 

Hullootoor, 

Duncul, 

Lon  tour. 

The  leg. 

Metis, 

Sickil, 

Kauki. 

A nail. 

Cucu, 

Cucu, 

Cucu. 

A hand. 

Langan, 

Tangan, 

Tangan. 

RamoLangar 

i,  Jari, 

Jaring. 

In 
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In  this  fpeciinen  of  the  languages  of  places  i77'- 
fo  near  to  each  other,  the  names  of  different 
parts  of  the  body  are  chofen,  becaiife  they  are 
eafily  obtained  from  people  whofe  language  is 
utterly  unknown,  and  becaufe  they  are  more 
likely  to  be  part  of  the  original  flamen  of  the 
language,  than  any  other,  as  types  of  the  firft 
objects  to  which  they  would  give  names.  It  is 
very  remarkable  that  the  Malay,  the  Javanefe,- 
and  the  Prince’s  Ifland  language,  have  words, 
which,  if  not  exadlly  fimilar  to  the  correfpond- 
jng  words  in  the  language  of  the  iflands  in  the 
South  Seas,  are  manifeflly  derived  from  the 
fame  fource,  as  will  appear  from  the  following 
table : 


Englifh. 

South  Sea, 

Malay. 

Javaoefe,  Prince's  IJl, 

An  eye. 

Malta, 

Mata, 

Moto,  Mata. 

’To  eat. 

Maa, 

Macan, 

Mangan, 

To  drink, 

Einu, 

Menum, 

Gnumbe. 

To  kill. 

Matte, 

Matte, 

Matte. 

A loufe. 

Outou, 

Coutou. 

Rain, 

Euwa, 

Udian, 

Udan. 

Bamboo  cane. 

Owhe, 

Awe. 

A breaft. 

Eu, 

Soufou, 

Soufou. 

A bird. 

Mannu, 

Mannu,  Mannuck, 

Afijh, 

Eyca, 

lean, 

Iwa. 

The  foot. 

Tapao, 

Tapaan, 

A lohjler. 

Tooura, 

Udang, 

Urang. 

Tams, 

Eufwhe, 

Ubi, 

Urve, 

To  bury. 

Etannou, 

Tannam, 

Tandour;* 

A mofchito. 

Enammoii, 

Gnammuck. 

To  /cratch. 

Hearu, 

Garru, 

Garu. 

Coccos  roots, 

Taro, 

Tallas, 

Talas. 

{n-land. 

Uta, 

Utan. 

This 
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17-X.  This  fimilitude  is  particularly  remarkable  in 
the  words  exprelTing  number,  which  at  firft 
fight  feems  to  be  no  inconfiderable  proof  that 
the  fcience  at  lead  of  thefe  different  people  has 
a common  root.  But  the  names  of  numbers  in 
the  Ifland  of  Madagafcar,  are,  in  fome  inftances, 
fimilar  to  all  thefe,  which  is  a problem  ftill  more 
difficult  to  folve.  That  the  names  of  numbers, 
in  particular,  are  in  a manner  common  to  all 
thefe  countries,  will  appear  from  the  following 
comparative  table,  which  Mr.  Banks  drew  up, 
with  the  affidance  of  a negro  (lave,  born  at 
Madagafcar,  who  was  on  board  an  Englifh  fhip 
at  Batavia,  and  fent  to  him  to  gratify  his  curio- 
fity  on  this  fubjed. 


Engliih.  S.  Sealjlandt, 

, Malay, 

yavaneje. 

Prttiee's  JJl,  Madagafcar. 

One, 

Tah;e, 

Saiou, 

Sigi, 

Hegie,  Me. 

Towo, 

Rua, 

Dua, 

Lorou, 

Dua,  Rua. 

7'hree, 

Torou, 

Tiga, 

Tullu, 

Tollu,  Tellou. 

Four, 

Haa, 

Ampat, 

Pappat, 

Opat,  EfFats. 

Five, 

Reina, 

Lima, 

Limo, 

Limah,  Limi. 

Six, 

Wheney, 

Annam, 

Nunnam, 

Gunnap,  Ene, 

Seven, 

Hetu, 

Tudju, 

Petu, 

Tudju,  Titou, 

Eight, 

Waru, 

Delapau, 

Wolo, 

Delapan,  Walon, 

Nine, 

Iva, 

Sembilan, 

Songo, 

Salapan,  Sivi. 

Ten, 

Ahouroa,  Sapoulou, 

Sapoulou, 

Sapoulou,  Tourou. 

In  the  language  of  Madagafcar,  there  are 
other  words  fimilar  to  words  of  the  fame  import 
in  the  Malay.  The  nofe  in  Malay  is  called 
Erung,  at  Madagafcar  Ourou  *,  Lida^  the  tongue, 
is  Lala  *,  T atigan^  the  hand,  is  Tang  •,  and  Tanna^ 
the  ground,  is  Taan, 


From 
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From  the  fimilicude  between  the  language  o£ 
the  Eaftern  Indies,  and  the  iOands  of  the  South 
Sea,  conjc(5lures  may  be  formed  with  refpeft  to 
the  peopling  thofe  countries,  which  cannot  eafily 
be  referred  to  IVladagafcar.  The  inhabitants  of 
Java  and  Madagafcar  appear  to  be  a different 
race;  the  Javanefe  is  of  an  olive  complexion j 
and  has  long  hair;  the  native  of  Madagafcar  is 
black,  and  his  head  is  not  covered  with  hair^ 
but  wool;  and  yet  perhaps  this  will  not  con- 
clude againfl  their  having  common  anceftors  fo 
ftrongly  as  at  firft  appears.  It  does  not  feem 
lefs  difficult  to  account  for  the  perfonal  differ- 
ence between  a native  of  England  and  France^ 
as  an  effedl  of  mere  local  fituation,  than  for  the 
difference  between  the  natives  of  Java  and  Ma- 
dagafcar;  yet  it  has  never  been  fuppofed,  that 
F-ngland  and  France  were  not  peopled  from 
Common  anceftors.  If  two  natives  of  England 
marry  in  their  own  country,  and  afterwards  re- 
move to  our  fettlements  in  the  Weft  Indies,  the 
children  that  are  conceived  and  born  there  will 
have  the  complexion  and  caft  of  countenance 
that  diftinguiffi  the  Creole;  if  they  return,  the 
children  conceived  and  born  afterwards,  will 
have  no  fuch  charaderiftics.  If  it  be  faid  that  the 
mother’s  mind  being  impreffed  with  different 
external  objeefts,  impreffes  correfponding  features 
and  complexion  upon  the  child  during  her  preg- 
nancy, it  will  be  as  difficult  to  refer  the  effed 
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^77’*  into  this  caufe,  upon  mere  phyfical  principles, 
V / as  into  the  other  j for  it  can  no  more  be  ftiewn 
how  a mere  idea,  conceived  in  the  mother’s 
imagination,  can  change  the  corporeal  form  of 
her  infant,  than  how  its  form  can  be  changed  by 
mere  local  fitnation.  We  know  that  people 
within  the  fmall  circle  of  Great  Britain  and  Ire- 
land, who  are  born  at  the  diftance  of  two  or 
three  hundred  miles  from  each  other,  will  be 
diftinguifhed  by  the  Scotch  face,  the  Welfh 
face,  and  the  Irifh  face ; may  we  not  then  rea- 
fonably  ruppol'e,  that  there  are  in  nature  qua- 
lities which  a6l  powerfully  as  efficient  caufes, 
and  yet  are  not  cognizable  by  any  of  the  five 
modes  of  perception  which  we  call  fenfes  ? A 
deaf  man,  who  fees  the  firing  'of  a harpfichord 
vibrate,  when  a correfponding  tone  is  produced 
by  blowing  into  a fiute  at  a difiance,  will  fee 
an  effeifi;  of  which  he  can  no  more  conceive  the 
caufe  to  exift  in 'the  blowing  air  into  the  flute, 
than  we  can  conceive  the  caufe  of  the  perfonal 
difference  of  the  various  inhabitants  of  the  globe 
to  exifi  in  mere  local  fituation  ; nor  can  he  any 
more  form  an  idea  of  the  caufe  itfelf  in  one 
cafe,  than  we  can  in  the  other : what  happens 
to  him  then,  in  confequence  of  having  but  four 
fenfes  infiead  of  five,  may,  with  refpedl  to  many 
phaenomena  of  nature,  happen  to  us,  in  confe- 
quence of  having  but  five  fenfes  infiead  of  fix, 
or  any  greater  number. 


Poffibly, 


round  the  world. 

Poffibly,  hdwever,  the  learning  of  ancient 
rnight  fun  in  t^o  courfes,  on6  through 
Africa,  and  the  other  through  Afia,'  difleminat-^ 
ing  the  fame  words  iri  each,  efpeeially  terrhs  of 
number,  which  might  thus  become  part  of  the 
language  of  people  ^ho  never  had  any  comrtiu- 

nication  with  each  other. 

We  now  made  the  beft  of  our  way  for  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  but  the  feeds  of  difeafe 
which  we  had  received  at  Batavia  began  to  ap- 
pear with  the  moft  threatening  fymptoms  in 
dyfenteries  and  How  fevers.  Left  the  water 
which  we  had  taken  in  at  Prince  s Ifland  fhould 
have  had  any  ftiare  in  our  ficknefs,  we  purified 
it  with  lime,  and  we  wafhcd  all  parts  of  the 
Ihip  between  decks  with  vinegar,  as  a remedy 
againft  infedion.  Mr.  Banks  was  among  the 
(ick,  and  for  fome  time  there  was  no  hope  of 
his  life.  We  were  very  foon  in  a moft  deplor- 
able fituation  ; the  fhip  was  inothing  better  than 
an  hofpital,  in  which  thofe  that  were  able  to 
go  about,  were  too  few  to  attend  the  fick,  who 
were  confined  to  their  hammocks  j and  we  had 
almoft  every  night  a dead  body  to  commit  to 
the  fea.  In  the  courfe  of  about  fix  weeks,  we 
buried  Mr.  Sporing,  a gentleman  who  was  in 
Mr.  Banks’s  retinue,  Mr.  Parkinfon,  his  natu- 
ral hiftory  painter,  Mr.  Green  the  aftronomer, 
the  boatfwain,  the  carpenter  and  his  mate,  Mr. 
Monkhoufe  the  midfhipman,  who  had  fothered 
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i77>-  the  'fhip  after  flie  had  been  ftranded  on  the 
coaft  of  New  Holland,  our  old  jolly  fail-maker 
and  his  afliftant,  the  Ihip’s  cook,  the  corporal 
of  the  marines,  two  of  the  carpenter’s  crew,  a 
midlhipman,  and  nine  feamen  ; in  all  three  and 
twenty  perfons,  befides  the  feven  that  we  buried 
at  Batavia. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  XIV. 

I 

Our  Arrival  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  \ 
fome  Remarks  on  the  Run  from  fava 
Head  to  that  Place  ; a Defcription  of  the 
Cape,  and  of  Saint  Helena:  With  fome 
Account  of  the  Hottentots^  and  the  Return 
of  the  Ship  to  England, 

ON  Friday  the  15th  of  March,  about  ten  1^7 u 
o’clock  in  the  morning,  we  anchored  off  — 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  in  feven  fathom  with 
an  ouzey  bottom.  The  weft  point  of  the  bay, 
called  the  Lion’s  Tail,  bore  W.  N.  W.  and  the 
caftle  S.  W.,'  diftant  about  a mile  and  a half. 

I immediately  waited  upon  the  Governor,  who 
told  me  that  I Ihould  have  every  thing  the  coun- 
try afforded.  My  firft  care  was  to  provide  a 
proper  place  afhore  for  the  fick,  which  were  not 
a few ; and  a houfe  was  foon  found,  where  it 
was  agreed  they  fhould  be  lodged  and  boarded 
at  the  rate  of  two  (hillings  a head  per  day. 

Our  run  from  Java  Head,  to  this  place,  af- 
forded very  few  fubjefts  of  remark  that  can  be 
of  life  to  future  navigators ; fuch  as  occurred, 
however,  I fliall  fet  down.  We  had  left  Java 
Head  eleven  days  before  we  got  the  general 
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fouth  eaft  trade-wind,  during  which  time,  we 
did  not  advance  above  5°  to  the  fouthward,  and 
3°  to  the  weft,  having  variable  light  airs,  inter- 
rupted by  calms,  with  fultry  weather,  and  an 
unwholefome  air,  occafioned  probably  by  the 
load  of  vapours  which  the  eaftern  trade-wind, 
and  wefterly  monfoons,  bring  into  thefe  lati- 
tudes, both  which  blow  in  thefe  feas  at  the  time 
of  year  when  we  happened  p be  there.  The 
eafterly  wind  prevails  as  far  as  10  or  12®  S., 
and  the  wefterly  as  far  as  6 or  y®  j in  the  inter- 
mediate fpace  the  winds  are  variable,  and  the 
air,  1 believe,  always  unwholefome ; it  certainly 
aggravated  the  difeafes  which  we  brought  with 
. us  from  Batavia,  and  particularly  the  flux, 
which  was  not  in  the  leaft  degree  checked  by 
any  medicine,  fo  that  whoever  was  feized  with 
it,  confidered  himfelf  as  a dead  man  ; but  we 
I\ad  no  fooner  got  into  the  trade-wind,  than  we 
began  to  feel  its  falutary  effedfs : we  buried  in- 
deed feyeral  of  Qur  people  afterwards,  but  they 
were  fuch  as  had  been  taken  on  board  in  a ftate 
fo  low  and  feeble  that  there  was  fcarcely  a pof- 
fibility  of  their  recovery.  At  firft  we  fufpedled 
that  this  dreadful  diforder  might  have  been 
brought  upon  us  by  the  water  that  we  took  on  ^ 
board  at  Prince’s  Ifland,  or  even  by  the  turtle 
that  we  bought  there ; but  there  is  not  the  leaft 
reafon  to  believe  that  this  fufpicion  was  wel| 
grounded,  for  all  the  fhips  that  came  from  Ba- 
^ ' tavia 
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tavia  at  the  lame  feafon,  fufFered  in  the  fame  177 

Man 

degree,  and  Ibme  of  them  even  more  feverely,  

thouc^h  none  of  them  touched  at  Prince’s  Ifland 
in  their  way. 

A few  days  after  we  left  Java,  we  faw  boobies 
about  the  Ihip  for  feveral  nights  fucceflively, 
and  as  thefe  birds  are  known  to  rood  every  night 
on  fhore,  w'e  thought  them  an  indication  that 
fome  illand  was  not  far  diftant ; perhaps  it 
might  be  the  iQand  of  Selam,  which,  in  ditfer- 
ent  charts,  is  very  differently  laid  down  both  in 
name  and  fituation. 

The  variation  of  the  compafs  off  the  weft  coaft 
of  Java  is  about  3°  W.,  and  fo  it  continued  with- 
out any  fenfible  variation,  in  the  common  track 
of  fhips  to  the  longitude  of  288*^  W.,  latitude 
22  S.,  after  which  it  increafed  apace,  fo  that  in 
longitude  295‘^,  latitude  23^’,  the  variation  was 
10®  20' W.:  in  feven  degrees  more  of  longi- 
tude, and  one  of  latitude,  it  increafed  two  de- 
grees •,  in  the  fame  fpace  farther  to  the  wed,  it 
increafed  five  degrees:  in  latitude  28 longi- 
tude 314®,  it  was  24°,  20^  in  latitude  29^, 
longitude  317'’,  it  was  26°  10',  and  was  then 
dationary  for  the  fpace  of  about  ten  degrees  far- 
ther to  the  wed-,  but  in  latitude  34^,  longitude 
we  obferved  it  twice  to  be  28°-^  W.,  and 
this  was  its  greated  variation,  for  in  latitude 
longitude  337®,  it  was  24®,  and  conti- 
nued gradually  to  decreafe ; fo  that  off  Cape 
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Angulllas  ic  was  22®  30',  and  in  Table  Bay  20^ 
30'  W. 

As  to  currents  it  did  not  appear  that  they 
were  at  all  confiderable,  till  we  came  within  a 
little  diftance  of  the  meridian  of  Madagafcar  *, 
for  after  we  had  made  52®  of  longitude  from 
Java  Head,  we  found,  by  obfervation,  that  our 
error  in  longitude  was  only  two  degrees,  and  it 
was  the  fame  when  we  had  made  only  nineteen. 
This  error  might  be  owing  partly  to  a current 
fetting  to  the  weftward,  partly  to  our  not  mak- 
ing proper  allowances  for  the  fetting  of  the  fea 
before  which  we  run,  and  perhaps  to  an  error  in 
the  alTurned  longitude  of  Java  Head.  If  that 
longitude  is  erroneous,  the  error  mufl:  be  im- 
puted to  the  imperfection  of  the  charts  of  which 
I made  ufe  in  reducing  the  longitude  from  Ba- 
tavia to  that  place,  for  there  can  be  no  doubt 
but  that  the  longitude  of  Batavia  is  well  deter- 
mined. After  we  had  paffed  the  longitude  of 
307®,  the  effedts  of  the  wefterly  currents  began 
to  be  confiderable ; for  in  three  days,  our  error 
in  longitude  was  5';  the  velocity  of  the  cur- 
rent kept  increafing,  as  we  proceeded  to  the 
weftward,  in  fo  much  that  for  five  days  fuccef- 
fively  after  we  made  the  land,  we  were  driven 
to  the  S.  W.  or  S.  W.  by  W.,  not  lefs  than 
twenty  leagues  a day  *,  and  this  continued  till  we 
were  within  fixty  or  feventy  leagues  of  the  Cape, 
where  the  current  fet  fometimes  one  way,  and 
A fometimes 


round  the  world. 

fometimes  the  other,  though  inclining  rather  to 
the  weftward.  ^ 

After  the  boobies  had  left  us,  we  faw  no 
more  birds  till  we  got  nearly  abreaft  of  Mada- 
gafcar,  where  in  latitude  27^1  S.  we  faw  an  al- 
batrofs,  and  after  that  time  we  faw  them  every 
day  in  great  numbers,  with  birds  of  feveral  other 
forts,  particularly  one  about  as  big  as  a duck, 
of  a very  dark  brown  colour,  with  a yellowifh 
bill.  Thefe  birds  became  more  numerous  as 
we  approached  the  flrore,  and  as  foon  as  we  got 
into  foundings  we  faw  gannets,  which  we  conti- 
nued to  fee  as  long  as  we  were  upon  the  bank 
which  flretches  off  Anguillas  to  the  diftance  of 
forty  leagues,  and  extends  along  the  fliore  to 
the  eaftward,  from  Cape  Falfe,  according  to 
fome  charts,  one  hundred  and  fixty  leagues. 
The  real  extent  of  this  bank  is  not  exaftly 
known  •,  it  is  hov/ever  ufeful  as  a direftion  to 
flaipping  when  to  haul  in,  in  order  to  make  the 

land. 

While  we  lay  here,  the  Houghton  Indiaman 
failed  for  England,  who,  during  her  ftay  in  In- 
dia, loft  by  ficknefs  between  thirty  and  forty- 
men  *,  and  when  Ihe  left  the  Cape  had  many  in 
a helplefs  condition  with  the  fcurvy.  Other 
fhips  fuffered  in  the  fame  proportion,  who  had 
been  little  more  than  twelve  months  abfent  from 
England  j our  fufferings  therefore  were  compa- 
ratively 
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ratively  light,  confidering  that  we  had  been  ab- 
fent  near  three  times  as  long. 

Having  Iain  here  to  recover  the  fick,  procure 
ftores,  and  perform  feveral  necefiary  operations 
upon  the 'ihip  and  rigging,  till  the  13th  of 
April,  I then  got  all  the  fick  on  board,  feveral 
of  whom  were  ftill  in  a dangerous  ftate,  and 
having  taken'leave  of  the  Governor,  I unmoor- 
ed the  next  morning,  and  got  ready  to  fail. 

The  Cape  of  Good  Hope  has  been  fo  often 
defcribed,  and  is  fo  well  known  in  Europe,  that 
1 fhall  mention  only  a few  particulars,  which 
jn  other  relations  are  omitted  or  mifreprefented. 

Notwithftanding  all  that  has  been  faid  to  the 
contrary,  no  country  that  w’e  faw  during  the 
voyage  makes  a more  forlorn  appearance,  or  is 
in  reality  a more  fterile  defevt.  The  land  over 
the  Cape,  which  conftitutes  the  peninfula  form- 
ed by  Table  Bay  on  the  north,  and  Falfe  Bay 
on  the  fouth,  confifts  of  high  mountains,  alto- 
gether naked  and  delolate  : the  land  behind  thefe 
to  the  eaft,  which  may  be  confidered  as  the 
'ifthmus,  is  a plain  of  vaft  extent,  confiding  al- 
moft  wholly  of  a light  kind  of  fea  land,  which 
produces  nothing  but  heath,  and  is  utterly  in- 
capable of  cultivation.  All  the  fpots  that  will 
admit  of  improvement,  which  together  bear 
about  the  fame  proportion  to  the  whole  as  one 
to  one  thoufand,  are  laid  out  in  vineyards,  or- 
chards and  kitchen  grounds  j and  mod  of  thefe 
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little  fpots  lie  at  a confiderable  dlftance  from 
each  other.  There  is  alfo  the  greateft  reafon  to 
believe,  that  in  the  interior  parts  of  this  coun- 
try, that  which  is  capable  of  cultivation  does 
not  bear  a greater  proportion  to  that  which  is 
incorrigibly  barren  •,  for  the  Dutch  told  us,  that 
they  had  fettlements  eight  and  twenty  days  jour- 
ney up  the  country,  a diftance  equal  to  at  leaft 
nine  hundred  miles,  from  which  they  bring  pro- 
vifions  to  the  Cape  by  land ; fo  that  it  feems 
reafonable  to  conclude  that  provifions  are  not  to 
be  had  within  a lefs  compafs.  While  we  were 
at  the  Cape,  a farmer  came  thither  from  the 
puntty,  at  the  diftance  of  fifteen  days  journey* 
and  brought  his  young  children  with  him.  We 
were  furprifed  at  this,  and  afked  him,  if  it  would 
pot  have  been  better  to  have  left  them  with  his 
next  neighbour:  Neighbour!  faid  the  man,  I 
have  no  neighbour  within  lefs  than  five  days 
journey  of  me.  Surely  the  country  muft  be  de- 
plorably barren  in  which  thofe  who  fetde  only  to 
raife  provifions  for  a market,  are  difperfed  at 
fuch  diftances  from  each  other.  That  the  coun- 
try is  every  where  deftitute  of  wood  appears  to 
demonftration  •,  for  timber  and  planks  aie  im- 
ported from  Batavia,  and  fuel  is  almoft  as  dear 
as  food.  We  faw  no  tree,  except  in  plantations 
near  the  town,  that  was  fix  feet  high  j and  the 
Items,  that  were  not  thicker  than  a man’s  thumb, 
had  roots  as  thick  as  an  arm  or  a leg-,  fuch  is  the 
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influence  of  the  winds  here  to  the  difadvantao-e 

O 

of  vegetation,  fetting  the  fterility  of  the  foil  out 
of  the  queftion. 

The  only  town  which  the  Dutch  have  built 
here  is,  from  its  ficuation,  called  Cape  Town, 
and  confifts  of  about  a thoufand  houfes,  neatly 
built  of  brick,  and  in  general  whited  on  the  out- 
fide ; they  are  however  covered  only  with  thatch, 
for  the  violence  of  the  fouth  eaft  winds  would 
render  any  other  roof  inconvenient  and  danger- 
ous. The  ftreets  are  broad  and  commodious, 
all  crofTing  each  other  at  right  angles.  In  the 
principal  ftreet  there  is  a canal,  on  each  fide  of 
which  is  planted  a row  of  oaks,  that  have  flou- 
riflied  tolerably  well,  and  yield  an  agreeable 
fhade : tliere  is  a canal  alio  in  one  other  part  of 
the  town,  but  the  flope  of  the  ground  in  the 
coLirfe  of  both  is  fo  great,  that  they  are  furnifh- 
eci  with  floodgates,  or  locks,  at  intervals  of  lit- 
tle more  than  fifty  yards. 

A much  greater  proportion  of  the  inhabitants 
are  Dutch  in  this  place  than  in  Batavia  •,  and  as 
the  town  is  fuppbrted  principally  by  entertain- 
ing ftrangers,  and  fupplying  them  with  neceffa- 
ries,  every  man,  to  a certain  degree,  imitates 
the  manners  and  cuftoms  of  the  nation  with 
which  he  is  chiefly  concerned.  The  ladies  how- 
ever are  fo  faithful  to  the  mode  of  their  country, 
that  not  one  of  them  will  ftir  without  a chaud- 
pied  or  chauffet,  which  is  carried  by  a lervant 
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that  it  may  be  ready 'to  place  under  her  feet 

whenever  ilie  fliall  fit  down.  This  pradice  is  

the  more  remarkable,  as  very  few  of  thefe  chauf- 
fers have  fire  in  them,  which  indeed  the  climate 
renders  unneceflary. 

The  women  in  general  are  very  handfome  *, 
they  have  fine  clear  Ikins,  and  a bloom  of  colour 
that  indicates  a purity  of  conftitution,  and  high 
health.  They  make  the  bed  wives  in  the  world, 
both  as  miftrefles  of  a family  and  mothers  •,  and 
there  is  fcarcely  a houfe  that  does  not  fwarm 
with  children. 

The  air  is  falutary  in  a high  degree  ; fo  that 
thofe  who  bring  difeafes  hither  from  Europe,  ge- 
nerally recover  perfedl  health  in  a Ihort  time  •, 
but  the  difeafes  that  are  brought  from  India 
are  not  fo  certainly  cured. 

Notwithftanding  the  natural  fterility  of  the 
climate,  induftry  has  fupplied  this  place  with 
all  the  neceflaries,  and  even  the  luxuries  of  life 
in  the  greateft  profufion.  The  beef  and  mutton 
are  excellent,  though  the  cattle  and  Iheep  are 
natives  of  the  country ; the  cattle  are  lighter 
than  ours,  more  neatly  made,  and  have  horns 
that  fpread  to  a much  wider  extent.  The  fheep 
are  clothed  with  a fubftance  between  wool  and 
hair,  and  have  tails  of  an  enormous  fize  •,  we 
faw  fome  that  weighed  twelve  pounds,  and  were 
told  that  there  were  many  much  larger.  Good 
butter  is  made  of  the  milk  of  the  cows,  but  the 
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cheefe  is  very  much  inferior  to  our  own.  Here 
are  goats,  but  they  are  never  eaten,  hogs,  and 
a variety  of  poultry.  Hares  are  alfo  found  here, 
exadly  like  thofe  of  Europe;  antelopes  of  many 
kinds,  quails  of  two  forts,  and  buftards,  which 
are  well  flavoured,  but  not  juicy.  The  fields 
produce  European  wheat  and  barley,  and  the 
gardens  European  vegetables,  and  fruit  of  all 
kinds,  befides  plantains,  guaves,  jambu,  and 
fome  other  Indian  fruits,  but  thefe  are  not  in 
perfection  ; the  plantains  in  particular,  are  ve* 
ry  bad,  and  the  guavas  no  larger  than  goofe- 
berries.  The  vineyards  alfo  produce  wine  of 
various  forts,  but  not  equal  to  thofe  of  Europe, 
except  the  Conftantia,  which  is  made  genuine 
only  at  one  vineyard,  about  ten  miles  diftant 
from  the  town.  There  is  another  vineyard  near 
. it,  where  wine  is  rhadc  that  is  called  by  the  fame 
name,  but  it  is  greatly  inferior. 

The  common  method  in  which  ftrangers  live 
here,  is  to  lodge  and  board  with  fome  of  the 
inhabitants,  many  of  whofe  houfes  are  always 
open  for  their  reception  : the  rates  are  from  five 
fiiiUings  to  two  (hillings  a day,  for  which  all 
neceffaries  are  found.  Coaches  may  be  hired  at 
four  and  twenty  (hillings  a day,  and  horfes  at 
fix  fliillings ; but  the  country  affords  very  little 
temptation  to  life  them.  There  are  no  public 
entertainments ; and  thofe  that  are  private,  to 
which*  ftrangers  of  the  rank  of  Gentlemen  are 
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always  admitted,  were  fufpended  while  we  were  1771* 
there  by  the  breaking  out  of  the  meafles. 

At  the  farther  end  of  the  High^ftreet,  the 
Company  have  a garden,  which  is  about  two 
thirds  of  an  Englilh  mile  long ; the  whole  is 
divided  by  walks  that  interfed  each  other  at 
right  angles,  and  are  planted  with  oaks  that  are 
dipt  into  wall  hedges,  except  in  the  centre  walk, 
where  they  are  fuffered  to  grow  to  their  full  fize, 
and  afford  an  agreeable  fhade,  which  is  the  more 
welcome,  as,  except  the  plantations  by  the  fides 
of  the  two  canals,  there  is  not  a fingle  tree  that 
would  ferve  even  for  a fhepherd’s  bufh,  within 
many  miles  of  the  town.  The  greater  part  of 
this  garden  is  kitchen  ground ; but  two  fmall 
fquares  are  allotted  to  botanical  plants,  which 
did  not  appear  to  be  fo  numerous  by  one  half 
as  they  were  when  Oldenland  wrote  his  cata- 
logue. At  the  farther  end  of  the  garden  is  a 
menagerie,  in  which  there  arc  many  birds  and 
beafts  that  are  never  feen  in  Europe  •,  particu- 
larly a beaft  called  by  the  Hottentots  Coe  Doe, 
which  is  as  large  as  a horfe,  and  has  the  fine 
fpiral  horns  which  are  fometimes  feen  in  private 
and  public  colleclions  of  curiofities. 

Of  the  natives  of  this  country,  we  could  learn 
but  little  except  from  report;  for  there  were 
none  of  their  habitations,  where  alone  they  re- 
tain their  original  cuftoms,  within  lefs  than  four 
days  journey  from  the  town  ; thofe  that  we  faw 
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1771-  -at  the  Cape  were  all  fervants  to  Dutch  farmers, 
.y*  whole  cattle  they  take  care  of,  and  are  employed 
in  other  drudgery  of  the  meaneft  kind.  Thefe 
are  in  general  of  a Aim  make,  and  rather  lean 
than  plump,  but  remarkably  ftrong,  nimble, 
and  adive.  Their  fize  is  nearly  the  fame  with 
that  of  Europeans,  and  we  faw  fome  that  were 
fix  feet  high  ; their  eyes  are  dull  and  without 
exprdTion  ; their  fldns  are  of  the  colour  of  foot, 
but  that  is, in  a great  meafure  caufed  by  the  dirt, 
which  is  fo  wrought  into  the  grain  that  it  cannot 
be  diltinguiUied  from  complexion  ; for  I believe 
they  never  wafli  any  part  of  their  bodies.  Their 
hair  curls  ftrongly,  not  like  a negroe’s,  but  falls 
in  ringlets  about  feven  or  eight  inches  long. 
Their  clothing  confifts  of  a fldn,  generally  that 
of  a flieep,  thrown  over  their  Aioulders ; befides 
which,  the  men  wear  a fmall  pouch  in  the  mid- 
dle of  the  w'aift,  and  the  women,  a broad  lea- 
ther flap,  both  which  hang  from  a girdle  or  belt 
that  is  adorned  with  beads  and  fmall  pieces  of 
copper.  Both  men  and  women  wear  necklaces, 
and  fometimes  bracelets,  of  beads  j and  the  wo- 
men wear  rings  of  hard  leather  round  their  an- 
cles, to  defend  them  from  the  thorns,  with 
which  their  country  every  where  abounds : fome 
of  them  have  a fandal,  made  of  wood  or  barkj 
but  the  greater  part  of  them  are  unfliod. 

To  a European,  their  language  appears  to  be 
fcarcely  articulate  j befides  which  it  is  diftin- 
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guiflied  by  a very  remarkable  fingularity.  At 
very  frequent  intervals,  while  they  are  fpeaking, 
they  cluck  with  the  tongue  againft  the  roof  of 
the  mouth  : thefe  clucks  do  not  appear  to  have 
any  meaning,  but  rather  to  divide  what  they  fay 
into  fentences.  Moft  of  thefe  Hottentots  fpeak 
Dutch,  without  any  peculiarity  of  pronuncia- 
tion. 

They  are  all  modeft,  even  to  flteepifhnefs ; 
for  it  was  not  without  the  greateft  difficulty  that 
we  could  perfuade  any  of  them  to  dance,  or 
even  to  fpeak  in  their  own  language  to  each 
other,  in  our  prefence.  We  did  however  both 
fee  them  dance,  and  hear  them  fing;  their 
dances  are  by  turns  aflive  and  fluggifli  to  ex- 
cefs  *,  fometimes  confifting  of  quick  and  violent 
motions,  with  ftrange  diftortions  of  the  body, 
and  unnatural  leaps  backwards  and  forwards, 
with  the  legs  croffing  each  other;  and  being 
forTiCtimes  fo  fpiritlefs  that  the  dancer  only 
Rrikes  the  ground  firll;  with  one  foot  and  then' 
w'ith  the  other,  neither  changing  place  nor  mov- 
ing any  other  part  of  his  body  : the  fongs  alfo 
are  alternately  to  quick  and  flow  movements,  in 
the  fame  extremes  as  the  dance. 

Wc  made  many  inquiries  concerning  thefe 
people  of  the  Dutch,  and  the  following  parti- 
culars are  related  upon  the  credit  of  their  report : 
Within  the  boundaries  of  the  Dutch  fettlc- 
ments  there  are  feveral  nations  of  thefe  people, 
VoL.  IV.  E e who 
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who  very  much  differ  from  each  other  in  theif 
cuftoms  and  manner  of  life;  all  however  are 
friendly  and  peaceable,  except  one  clan  that  is 
fettled  to  the  eaftward,  which  the  Dutch  call 
Bojch  men^  and  thefe  live  entirely  by  plunder, 
or  rather  by  theft  •,  for  they  never  attack  their 
neighbours  openly,  but  fleal  the  cattle  privately 
in  the  night.  They  are  armed  however  to  de- 
fend themfelves,  if  they  happen  to  be  detefted, 
with  lances  or  affagays,  and  arrows,  which  they 
know  how  to  poifon  by  various  ways,  fome  with 
the  juice  of  herbs,  and  fome  with  the  venom  of 
the  ferpent  called  Cobra  di  Capelo ; in  the  hands 
of  thefe  people  a ftone  alfo  is  a very  formidable 
weapon,  for  they  can  throw  it  with  fuch  force 
and  exaclnefs  as  repeatedly  to  hit  a dollar  at  the 
diftance  of  a hundred  paces.  As  a defence 
againft  thefe  freebooters,  the  other  Indians  train 
up  bulls,  which  they  place  round  their  towns  in 
the  night,  and  which,  upon  the  approach  of 
either  man  or  beaft,  will  affemble  and  oppofe 
them,  till  they  hear  the  voice  of  their  mailers 
encouraging  them  to  fight,  or  calling  them  ofl^ 
w’hich  they  obey  with  the  fame  docility  as  a 
dog. 

Some  nations  have  the  art  of  melting  and  pre- 
paring copper,  which  is  found  among  them, 
probably  native;  and  of  this  they  make  broad 
plates,  which  they  wear  as  ornaments  upon  their 
foreheads.  Some  of  them  alfo  know  how  to 
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harden  bits  of  iron,  which  they  procure  from 
the  Dutch,  and  form  into  knives,  fo  as  to  give 
them  a temper  fuperior  to  that  of  any  they  can 
buy. 

The  Chiefs,  many  of  whom  are  poflelTors  of 
very  numerous  herds  of  cattle,  are  generally  clad 
in  the  Ikins  of  lions,  tygers,  or  zebras,  to  which 
they  add  fringes,  and  other  ornaments  in  a very 
good  talle.  Both  fexes  frequently  anoint  the 
body  with  greafe,  but  never  ufe  any  that  is  ran- 
cid or  foetid,  if  frelh  can  be  had.  Mutton  fuet 
and  butter  are  generally^ufed  for  this  purpofe  *, 
butter  is  preferred,  which  they  make  by  Ihak- 
ing  the  milk  in  a bag  made  of  the  Ikin  of  fome 
beaft. 

We  were  told  that  the  prieft  certainly  gives 
the  nuptial  benedidlion  by  iprinkling  the  bride 
and  bridegroom  with  his  urine.  But  the  Dutch 
iiniverfally  declared  that  the  women  never  wrap- 
ped the  entrails  of  Iheep  round  their  legs,  as 
they  have  been  faid  to  do,  and  afterwards  make 
them  part  of  their  food.  Semicaftration  was 
alfo  abfolutely  denied  to  be  general  ; but  it  was 
acknowledged  that  fome  among  the  particular 
nation  which  knew  how  to  melt  copper  had 
fuffered  that  operation,  who  were  faid  to  be  the 
bell  warriors,  and  particularly  to  excel  in  the 
art  of  throwing  ftones. 

We  were  very  defirous  to  determine  the  great 
queftion  among  natural  hiftoriafis,  whether  the 
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’L— — nelhy  flap  or  apron  which  has  been  called  the 
Sinus  pudoriSy  and  what  we  learnt  I flaall  relate. 
Many  of  the  Dutch  and  Malays,  who  faid  they 
had  received  favours  from  Hotentot  women, - 
pofitively  denied  its  exiftence  *,  but  a phy- 
fician  of  the  place  declared  that  he  had  cur- 
ed many  hundreds-  of  venereal  complaints, 
and  never  faw  one  without  two-  flelhy,  or  ra- 
ther fl-cinny  appendages,  proceeding  from  the 
upper  part  of  the  Lstbia^  in  appearance  fome- 
what  refembling  the  teats  of  a cow,  but  flat ; 
they  hung  down,  he  faid,  before  the  Pudendum, 
and  were  in  different  fubjedls  of  different  lengths, 
in  fome  not  more  than  half  an  inch,  in  others 
three  or  four  inches  : theie  he  imagined  to  be 
what  fome  writers  have  exaggerated  into  a flap, 
or  apron,  hatiging  down  from  the  bottom  of 
, the  abdomen,  of  fufficient  extent  to  render  an 
artificial  covering  of  the  neighbouring  parts 
. unneceffary. 

Thus  much  for  the  country,  its  produftions, 
and  inhabitants.  The  bay  is  large,,  fafe,  and 
commodious ; it  lies  operi  indeed  to  the  north-’ 
weft  winds,  but  they  feldom  blow  hard  ^ ^et  as 
they  fometimes  fend  in  a great  fea,  the  fliips 
moor  N.  E.  and  S.  W.  fo  as  to  have  an  open 
hawfer  with  north-v/eft  winds ; the  fouth  eaft 
winds  blow  frequently  with  great  violence,  but 
as  the  direftion  is  riglitout  of  the  bay,  they  are  not 
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•dangerous.  Near  the  town  a wharf  of  wood  1771. 
is  run  out  to  a proper  diftance  for  the  conve-  . 

nience  of  landing  and  flapping  goods.  To 
this  wharf  water  is  conveyed  in  pipes,  from 
which  feveral  boats  may  fill  water  at  the  fame 
time  ; and  feveral  large  boats  or  hoys  are  ktpt 
by  the  Company  to  carry  (lores  and  provifions 
to  and  from  the  (hipping  in  tlie  harbour.  The 
bay  is  defended  by  a fquare  fort,  fituated  clofe 
to  the  beach  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  town,  and  by 
feveral  outworks  and  batteries  extending  along 
the  fliore,  as  well  on  this  fide  of  the  town  as  the 
other;  but  they  are  fo  fituated  as  to  be  cannon- 
aded by  (hipping,  and  are  in  a manner  defencelefs 
againfi  an  enemy  of  any  force  by  land.  The 
garrifon  cenfifts  of  eight  hundred  regular  troops, 
befides  militia  of  the  country,  in  which  is  com- 
prehended every  man  able  to  bear  arms.  They 
have  contrivances  to  alarm  the  whole  country 
by  fignals  in  a very  (liort  time,  and  the  militia 
is  then  to  repair  immediately  to  the  town. 

The  French  at  Mauritius  are  fupplied  from 
this  place  with  falted  beef,  bifcuit,  flour,  and 
wine : the  provifions  for  which  the  French  con- 
trafled  this  year  were  500,000  lb.  weight  of 
fait  beef,  400,000  lb.  of  flour,  400,000  lb.  of 
bifcuit,  and  1,200  leagers  of  wine. 

On  the  morning  of  the  14th,  we  weighed  and  Sunday  14, 
flood  out  of  the  bay;  and  at  five  in  the  even- 
ing anchored  under  Penquin,  or  Robin  Ifland  : 
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*771.  ^ve  lay  here  all  niaht,  and  as  I could  not  fail  in 
v~i  the  morning  for  want  of  wind,  I fent  a boat  to 
Sunday  14.  jHand  for  a few  trifling  articles  which  we 
had  forgot  to  take  in  at  the  Cape.  But  as 
foon  as  the  boat  came  near  the  fliore,  the  Dutch 
hailed  her,  and  warned  the  people  not  to  land  at 
their  peril,  bringing  down  at  the  fame  time  fix 
men  armed  with  mufquets,  who  paraded  upon 
the  beach.  The  officer  who  commanded  the 
boat,  not  thinking  it  worth  while  to  rifle  the  lives 
of  the  people  on  board  for  the  fake  of  a few 
cabbages,  which  were  all  we  wanted,  returned 
to  the  fhip.  At  firft  we  were  at  a lofs  to  ac- 
count for  our  repulfe,  but  we  afterwards  recol- 
le(51;ed,  that  to  this  ifland  the  Dutch  at  the  Cape 
baniffi  fuch  criminals  as  are  not  thought  worthy 
of  death,  for  a certain  number  of  years,  propor- 
tioned to  the  offence  j and  employ  them  as 
flaves  in  digging  lime-ftone,  which  though 
fcarce  upon  the  continent  is  plenty  here : and 
that  a Danifli  ffiip,  which  by  ficknefs  had  loft 
great  part  of  her  crew,  and  had,  been  refufed 
afliftance  at  the  Cape,  came  down  to  this  ifland, 
and  fending  her  boat  affiore,  fecured  the  guard, 
and  took  on  board  as  many  of  the  criminals  as 
ffie  thought  proper  to  navigate  her  home  : we 
concluded  therefore  that  the  Dutch,  to  prevent 
the  refeue  of  their  criminals  in  time  to  come, 
had  given  order  to  their  people  here  to  fuffer 
no  boat  of  any  foreign  nation  to  come  affiore. 
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On  the  25th,  at  three  o’clock  ‘in  the  after- 
noon, we  weighed,  with  a light  breeze  at  S.  E. 
and  put  to  fea.  About  an  hour  afterwards,  we 
loft  our  Mafter,  Mr.  Robert  Mollineux,  a young 
man  of  good  parts,  but  unhappily  given  up  to 
intemperance,  which  brought  on  diforders  that 
put  an  end  to  his  life. 

We  proceeded  in  our  voyage  homeward  with- 
out any  remarkable  incident;  and  in  the  morn- 
ing of  the  29th  we  croffed  our  firfl:  meridian, 
having  circumnavigated  the  globe  in  the  direc- 
tion from  eafl  to  weft,  and  confequently  loft  a 
day,  for  which  we  made  an  allowance  at  Ba- 
tavia. 

At  day-break,  on  the  firft  of  May,  we  faw 
the  iftand  of  Saint  Helena;  and  at  noon,  we 
anchored  in  the  road  before  James’s  fort. 

We  ftaid  here  till  the  4th,  to  refrefh,  and  Mr. 
Banks  improved  the  time  in  making  the  complete 
circuit  of  the  iftand,  and  viftting  the  moft  re- 
markable places  upon  it. 

It  is  fituated  as  it  were  in  the  middle  of  the 
vaft  Atlantic  ocean,  being  four  hundred  leagues 
diftant  from  the  coaft  of  Africa,  and  fix  hun- 
dred from  that  of  America.  It  is  the  fummit  of 
an  immenfe  mountain  rifing  out  of  the  fea, 
•which,  at  a little  diftance  all  round  it,  is  of  an 
Vinfathomable  depth,  and  is  no  more  than  twelve 
i[eagues  long,  and  fix  broad. 
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1771*  The  feat  of  volcanoes  hds,  without  exception, 
_j  been  found  to  be  the  higheft  part  of  the  coun- 
Wednei.i,  which  they  are  found,  ^tna  and  Ve- 

fuvius  have  no  land  higher  than  themfelves,  in 
their  neighbourhood ; Elecla  is  the  higheft  hill 
in  Iceland  : volcanoes  are  ftequent  in  the  higheft 
part  of'the  Andes  in  South  America-,  and  the 
pike  of  Teneriffeis  known  to  be  the  covering  of 
fubterrancous  fire ; thefs  are  ftill  burning,  but 
there  are  innumerable  other  mountains  which 
bear  evident  marks  of  fire  that  is  now  extinct, 
and  has  been  fo  from  the  time  of  our  earlieft 

I 

traditions:  among  thefe  is  Saint  Helena,  where 
the  inequalities  of  the  ground,  in  its  external 
furface,  are  manifeftly  the  effefl  of  the  finking 
of  the  earth,  for  the  oppofite  ridges,  though 
feparated  always  by  deep,  and  fometimes  by 
broad  vallies,  are  exaflly  fimilar  both  in  appear- 
ance and  direflion  ; and  that  the  finking  of  the 
> earth  in  thefe  parts,  was  caufed  by  fubterraneous 
fire,  is  equally  manifeft  from  the  ftones  forfome 
of  them,  efpecially  thofe  in  the  bottom  of  the 
vallies,  are  bupnt  almoft  to  a cinder ; in  fome 
there  are  fmall  bubbles,  like  thofe  that  are  feen 
jn  glafs  which  has  been  urged  almoft  to  fufion, 
and  fome,  though  at  firft  fight  they  do  not  ap- 
, pear  to  have  been  expofed  to  the  adion  of  great 

heat,  will  be  found,  upon  a clofer  infpedlion,  to 
contain  fmall  pieces  of  extraneous  bodies,  par- 
ticularly mundick,  which  have  yielded  to  the 

power 
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power  of  fire,  though  it  was  not  fufficient  to  al- 
ter the  appearance  of  the  flone  which  contained 
them. 


Wednef.  tt 


It  appeared,  as  we  approached  it  on  the  wind- 
ward fide,  like  a rude  heap  of  rocks,  bounded 
by  precipices  of  amazing  height,  and  confifting  ' 
of  a kind  of  half  friable  ftone,  which  (hows  not 
the  lead:  fign  of  vegetation  *,  nor  is  it  more  pro- 
mifing  upon  a nearer  view : in  failing  along  the 
fhore,  we  came  fo  near  the  huge  cliffs,  that  they  ' 
feemed  to  over-hang  the  fhip,  and  the  tremen- 
dous effeft  of  their  giving  way,  made  us  almoft 
fear  the  event : at  length  we  opened  a valley, 
called  Chappel  Valley,  which  refembles  a large 
trench ; and  in  this  valley  we  difcovered  the 
town.  The  bottom  of  it  is  flightly  covered 
with  herbage,  but  the  fides  are  as  naked  as  the 
cliffs  that  are  next  the  fea.  Such  is  the  firffc 
appearance  of  the  ifland  in  its  prefent  cultivated 
ftate,  and  the  firfl  hills  muft  be  paffed  before 
the  vallies  look  green,  or  the  country  difplays 
any  other  marks  of  fertility. 

The  town  ftands  juft  by  the  fea  fide,  and  the 
far  greater  part  of  the  houfes  are  ill  built ; the 
church,  which  originally  was  a mean  ftrudlure, 
is  in  ruins,  and  the  market-houfe  is  nearly  in  the 
fame  condition. 

The  white  inhabitants  are  all  Englifli,  who, 
as  they  are  not  permitted  by  the  Eaft  India 
Company,  to  whom  the  ifland  belongs,  to  carry 

on 
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>771-  on  any  trade  or  commerce  on  their  own  account 
.y-L,.  rubfift  wholly  by  fupplying  I'uch  fhips  as  touch 
Wfdaef.?.  gj.  place  with  rdrefhments^  which,  however, 
they  do  not  provide  in  proportion  to  the  ferti- 
lity of  the  foil,  and  the  temperament  of  tlie 
climate,  which  would  enable  them,  by  cultiva- 
tion, to  produce  all  the  fruits  and  vegetables 
both  of  Europe  and  India.  This  ifland  indeed,, 
fmall  as  it  is,  pnjoys  the  different  advantages  of 
different  climates,  for  the  cabbage  trees  vyhicfi 
grow  upon  the  higheft  ridges,  can  by  no  cirt  be 
cultivated  upon  the  ridges  next  below,  where' 
the  red-wood  and  gum-wood  both  flourifli,, 
which  will  not  grow  upon  the  ridges  above, 
and  neither  of  the  three  are  to  be  found  in  the 
vallies,  which,  in  general,  are  covered  witfi 
European  plants,  and  the  mpre  common  ones  of 
India. 

Here  are  a few  horfes,  but  they  are  kept 
only  for  the  faddle,  fo  that  all  labour  is  per- 
. formed  by  Haves ; nor  are  they  furnifhed  with 
any  of  the  various  machines  which  art  has  in- 
vented to  facilitate  their  talk.  The  ground  is 
not  every  where  too  fteep  for  a cart,  and  where 
it  is,  the  wheelbarrow  might  be  ufed  with  great 
advantage,  yet  there  is  no  wheelbarrow  in  the 
whole  ifland  ; every  thing  is  conveyed  from 
place  to  place  by  the  flaves,  and  they  are  not 
furnifhed  even  with  the  Ample  convenience  of  a 
j^orter’s  knot,  but  carry  their  burden  upon  their 

heads. 
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heads.  They  are  indeed  very  numerous,  and 
are  brought  to  almoft  every  part  of  the  world, 
but  they  appeared  to  be  a miferable  race,  worn 
out  partly  by  excefTive  labour,  and  partly  by 
ill  ufage,  of  which  they  frequently  complained  ; 
and  I am  forry  to  fay,  that  inftances  of  wanton 
cruelty  are  much  more  frequent  among  my 
countrymen  here,  than  among  the  Dutch,  who 
are,  and  perhaps  not  without  rcafon,  generally 
reproached  with  want  of  humanity  at  Batavia 
and  the  Cape. 

Among  the  native  produfls  of  this  ifland, 
which  are  not  numerous,  muft  be  reckoned 
^ ebony,  though  the  trees  are  now  nearly  extinft, 
and  are  not  remembered  to  have  been  plenty : 
pieces  of  the  wood  are  frequently  found  in  the 
vallies,  of  a fine  black  colour,  and  a hardnefs 
almoft  equal  to  iron  : thefe  pieces,  however,  are 
always  fo  Ihort  and  crooked,  that  no  ufe  can  be 
made  of  them.  Whether  the  tree  is  the  fame 
with  that  which  produces  ebony  upon  the  ifle  of 
Bourbon,  or  the  iflands  adjacent,  is  not  known, 
as  the  French  have  not  yet  publilhed  any  ac- 
count of  it. 

There  are  but  few  Infers  in  this  place,  but 
there  is  a fpecies  of  fnail  found  upon  the  tops  of 
the  higheft  ridges,  which  probably  has  been 
there  fince  the  original  creation  of  their  kind,  at 
the  beginning  of  the  world.  It  is  Indeed  very 
ciilficult  to  conceive  how  any  thing  which  was 
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not  depofited  here  at  its  creation,  or  brought 
hither  by  the  diligence  of  man,  could  find  its 
way  to  a place  fo  fevered  from  the  reft  of  the 
world,  by  feas  of  immerrie  extent;,  except  the 
hypothefis  that  has  been  mentioned  on  another 
occafion  be  adopted,  and  this  rock  be  fuppofed 
to  have  been  left  behind,  when  a large  traft  of 
country,  of  which  it  was  part,  fubfided  by  fome 
convulfion  of  nature,  and  was  fwallowed  up  in 
the  ocean. 

At  one  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  of  the  4th  of 
May,  we  weighed  and  flood  out  of  the  Road,  in 
company  wnth  the  Portland  man  of  war,  and 
twelve  fail  of  Indiamen.  i 

We  continued  to  fail  in  company  with  the 
fleet,  till  the  loth  in  the  morning,  when,  per- 
ceiving that  we  failed  much  heavier  than  any 
other  fliip,  and  thinking  it  .for  that  reafon  pro- 
bable that  the  Portland  would  get  home  before 
us,  I made  the  fignal  to  fpeak  with  her,  upon 
which  Captain  Elliot  himfelf  came  on  board, 
and  I delivered  to  him  a letter  to, the  Admiralty, 
with  a box,  containing  the  common  log-books 
of  the  fliip,  and  the  journals  of  fome  of  the 
officers.  We  continued  in  ^.company,  however, 
till  the  23d  in  the  morning,  and  then  there  was 
not  one  of  the  fliips  in  fight.  About  one 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon,: died  our  Eirfl;  Lieute- 
nant Mr.  Hicks,  and  in  .the  evening  we  com- 
mitted his  body  to  the  fea,  with  the  ufual  cere- 
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monies.  The  difeafe  of  which  he  died,  was  a 
confumption,  and  as  he  v/as  not  free  from  it 
when  we  failed  from  England,  k may  truly 
be  faid  that  he  was  dying  during  the  whole 
voyage,  though  his  decline  was  very  gradual 
till  we  came  to  Batavia : the  next  day,  I gave 
Mf.  Charles  Clerk  an  order  to  adt  as  Lieutenant 
in  his  room,  a young  man  who  was  extremely 
well  qualified  for  that  ftation. 

Our  rigging  and  fails  were  now  become  fo 
bad,  that  fomething  was  giving  way  every  day. 
We  continued  our  courfe,  however,  in  fafety 
till  the  loth  of  June,  when  land,  which  proved 
to  be  the  Lizard,  was  difcovered  by  Nicholas 
Young,  the  fame  boy  that  firft  faw  New  Zea- 
land; on  the  nth,  we  run  up  the  channel,  at 
fix  in  the  morning  of  the  12th  we  paflcd  Beachy 
Head,  at  noon  we  were  abreaft  of  Dover,  and 
about  three  came  to  an  anchor  in  the  Downs, 
and  went  afhore  at  Deal. 
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